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€2Um dog track plan
comes out of the traps

By JOHN HOGAN

LIMERICK is set to
have yet anothertop
class sports venue
after Bord na gCon
announced plais to
build a “five-star”
€20m stadium on
the site of the¢ old

Greenpark Race-
course on Dock
Road.

The planning aplica-
tion process will begin
immediately for tie new
stadium, which, it is
hoped, will be conpleted
by 2010.

This is the boad’s sec-
ond attempt at coistruct-
ing a new track iy Green-
park.

In 2002, plan for a
£10m stadium wee scup-
pered because If fears
that infrastructire in the
area wouldn’t support
such a developnent.

Bord na gCor feel no
such problems will be
experienced this time
round after (develop-
ments in the frea over
the last five yeas, includ-
ing a new sewkage sys-
tem in Bunlickiy and the
Limerick Tunjel which
is due to be coppleted in
2010.

In 2006, a nev develop-
ment was anmunced on
Ennis Road, but once
again, there fere prob-
lems with tle location
and access ¢ the pro-
posed site,

The decisin to aban-
don the Enn} Road site
has angered (are county
councillor C¢hal Crowe,
who said he fas “bitterly
disappointe’ by the
announcemet.

Speaking £ the launch
of the plan, the chair-
man of th¢lrish Grey-
hound Boan, Dick O’Sul-
livan, acknwledged the
previous ‘“alse dawns”
with the prject.

“I realig this is the
third time ye've had this
press corerence,” he
said, “buthey say third
time luckyand I'm confi-
dent it wl go through
this time.”

He addd that the new
track wil be the “five-
star facily that Limer-
ick peopl deserve”, and
wouwld rial Shelbourne
Greyhoud Stadium in
Dublin & the premium
nationalenue for grey-
hound rzing.

The stlium will boast
a two-strey high televi-
sion scren, a restaurant,
bars onhe ground floor
and in he gallery, and

New dog track: an artist’s

parking for “at least” 450
vehicles.

Mr O’Sullivan thanked
Mark McMahon, chair-
man of Limerick Race
Company, who, he admit-
ted, had been shy to com-
mit to the|project initial-
ly after being “bitten” at
the last attempt to con-
struct a| stadium in
Greenpark.

Mayor Ger Fahy said
that the announcement
was another “great sport-
ing occasion for the city
of Limerick.”

He also| assured the
members |of Bord na
gCon present that the
new stadipm would do
booming business once it
was opened.

“We in Dimerick pride
ourselves on being the
sporting capital of the
country, so vou can be
sure of neceiving our
support once you're up
and running.”

Minister for Defence
Willie O’Dea also empha-
sised that a sporting
county such as Limerick
should have a proud sta-
dium in which to host
greyhound racing.

“This is what the sport-
ing fraternity in Limer-
ick deserve,” said the
Minister. “This has been
a long battle and people
were wondering if the
new stadium would ever
arrive but at last welve
got there:

The Minister .also
pledged to help Bord na
gCon and Limerick City

Council “in|any way” he |

could to sequre the plan-
ning permission
required to build the new
stadium.

drawing of the proposed €20m greyhound track at Greenpark




