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By John O'Shaug

FEARS are growing tm the pro
posed euro 20m greyhound stadium j
on the Ennis Road, on a site to the might be divertec :
rear of the Two Mile Inn Hotel, might ~ 110S€ inveived in'the ing\
have: 1o be sheived, bepause of ©lo Yaine
objections. ers, have

Gus Ryan, track manager at the patience down
Markets Field, wams that the plan-  2nd latest development
ning objections which recently sur Bil encauiaging
faced needed to be addressed In the latest
immediately. And he has called on Examiner exclusively reportec
all public representatives in the week that environmenta
region to lend their weight and had been expressed !
ensure that obstacles are over- PoPulation by An Taisce
coitie. made a submissios

“There is a very important meet- Plegnaia. =
ing planned by Bord na gCon for next Said Ryan: “This is
Monday involving Clare County 2ot time an ofer wa:
Council. If problems continue to per. 2 oo of the Ennis Road w:
sit, about the sultablity of the site  1E110" produBadiana:Sam; hi
acquired last year, it is reasonable I'd be prepared to s
Fashion and fugoy to assume that the Bord will be ;”"-?TW looking for otters
Seen a5 main attrac- obliged to walk away and lock for an thing is laughable”.
it ad ‘ i ; : i ‘ | | | alternative landbank. Continues
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Continued from page 1.

HE REVEALED that pbjections to the
state-ofthe-art track were also sub-
mitted by the Two Mile Inn and the
National Roads Authority, the latter
having expressed cofcerns about the

St

The Markets Field has long passed its sell-

flow of traffic likely to be generated by
the new stadium.

Back to Ryan: “Since the track will
be open for business only in the
evenings, | don't foresee any traffic
congestion on the Ennis Road"

euro development off the Ennis Road might not go ahead

by-date and there are now fears that the promised 20m

It had been hoped to unveil the new
stadium Inside the next 12 months
but at the current state of play, it could
be that length of time before the first
sod on the site is turned.

A spokesperson for the Limerick and

Clare Greyhound Owners and Breeders
Association, said they were dismayed
that the project was now almost cer
tain to be delayed.

“There was a press conference held
at the Castletroy Park Hotel earlier this
year at which plans were presented
and all were excited that we were at
last to get the facility that we
deserved. We have been waiting 10
years to get out of the Markets Field
and now this happens.

“It could take at least a further 10
months before any planning permis-
sion is granted, and ancther two years
to build the stadium. | ask you, where
are we going. Why is it that we always
seem to have problems when it comes
to doing anything positive for
Limerick".

Meanwhile, Gus Ryan has appealed
to all public representatives in the Mid
West to row in behind them.

“This saga has been ongoing for far
too long. Just when we had our h :
raised, this
Field is way pa
track promised w
sition to the
ate a lot of revenue. Our
tives in Dail E
authorities
and apply
ensure il
realised.
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“HERE 1 go once again with my suitcase in my
hand and I'm running away down River Road, and
I swear once again that I'm never mmmg home
and I'm chasing my dreams down River Road”.

Chasing dreams! It now looks like that the plans
for a new greyhound stadium at Meelick has run
into “choppy waters”, pardon the|pun and to
blame the otter and his habitat for jour troubles
adds injury to insult.

This column has highlighted the plight of grey-
hound owners, breeders and supporters in the
mid-west region over the past 12 months. It was the
first to draw the whole sorry saga that Bord na
gCon now is with accuracy into the public domain.
The writer has been subjected to adverse com-
ments from many quarters, from the confines of
104 to the centre of democracy Dail Eireann when
deputy John Cregan, TD, Fianna Fail member for
Limerick West spoke in the chamber on behalf of
the Minister for Sport, Art and Tourism, John
O’Donoghue and waxed lyrical on his govern-
ments investment of exchequer funds into Bord na
lgCtﬁl‘S development on racing stadia all over Ire-

and.

From Curragheen Park in the South to Lifford in
Donegal and from the city of the tribes in the West
to Shelbourne and Harold’s Cross in Dublin.

Limerick, the headquarters of Bord na gCon
was completely forgotten about and our facility at
the Markets Field now considered a hazard, with a
Director recently describing it as “well passecl its
sell-by date” and requesting political|support for a
new development. There have been numerous
statements, press briefings, official launchmgs in
connection with Limerick’s development and now
there appears to be complete confusion reigning as
regards the Ennis Road project. I will try in lay-
man’s language to explain how and why the local
greyhound fraternity find themselves in this pre-
sent situation.

Over the past 10 to 15 yeals there have been
huge government investments in stadla infra-
structure throughout the length and breadth of
the country. There was even serious investment of
public funds into stadia that were not under the

What next for Limerick’s
new greyhound stadium?

Irish delegation and Lloyd George, the Welsh fox.
We knew that there wouldn’t be total satisfaction
with the decision and took it as a way forward.
However, whether or not we misjudged the mood of
the greyhound fraternity remained to be seen.
Within weeks another self appointed group went
to Dublin without any mandate with, according to
themselves, five million punts in commitments for
a public private partnership deal (PPP). This pro-
posal was uniquely for a green field starting up in,
you’'ll never guess where, but Greenpark!

Low and behold, the GOBA agreement that we
shook hands on with Bord na gCon was cast aside
without even the courtesy of a reason to us by the
Board. I suppose the weight of the money (five mil-
lion) and the importance of this new un-elected
group, it was an easy decision for the Board to
make. The Markets Field was again out of the
equation and we were back to the swamplands of
Greenpark for a new wonder stadia. They even had
the directors appointed and we were ridiculed and
forced to resign from the GOBA but “there is many
a slip between cup and lip”.

After more site plans, survey’s, site examina-
tions and engineering reports, the following
accrued.... The mystery man or woman with the
five million in the back pocket disappeared like the
fog on the river overlooking the site and the tech-
nical engineering report refused to allow any
track development to take place. The site was
declared unfit by the Board and the seven million
of the Board’s own funds were transferred to Gal-
way and Lifford and to add insult to injury, the
deeds to the famous Markets Field were used as
collateral for development at Dublin tracks. We
were then left with nothing only broken promises
and then came the bombshell within the Board,
drug testing, sensations and cover-up and the sub-
sequent unfair dismissal of Mr. Aidan Tynan,
CEO, followed some months later by the resigna-
tion of Mr. Pascal Taggart as Chairman. The next
big event coming down the line was the calling of
the ‘Chairman before the Dail Public Accounts
Committee and then the worrying involvement of
Mr. John Purcell, the Controller and Auditor Gen-

era to

The unbe-
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Limerick, the 1956 Munste
Joe Myles, Mick Murphy, (
McNamara, Tim O‘Connor,
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By JEROME
O’CONNELL

THE Limerick
minor football team
that won the 1956
Munster minor foot-
ball championship
will be honoured at
this Sunday’s coun-
ty senior football
final.

Fifty years on, their
achievement will be
commemorated at the
Gaelic Grounds on
Sunday when they are

introduced to the
attendance at half
time in the senior
final.

Limerick County

Board will host a special
lunch for the surviving
members of the team and
mentors along with fami-
ly members of those who
have passed to their eter-
nal reward.

All will be presented
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This column has highlighted the plight o1 grey-
| hound owners, breeders and supporters in the
mid-west region over the past 12 months. It was the
first to draw the whole sorry saga that Bord na
.gCon now is with accuracy into th public domain.
The writer has been subjected to_adverse com-
ments from many quarters, from! the confines of
104 to the centre of democracy Dail Eireann when
deputy John Cregan, TD, Fianna | ail member for
Limerick West spoke in the chamber on behalf of
the Minister for Sport, Art and Tourism, John
O’Donoghue and waxed lyrical on his govern-
‘ments investment of exchequer funds into Bord na
:]gacl_:gl’s development on racing stz‘idia all over Ire-

From Curragheen Park in the Sq‘:uth to Lifford in
Donegal and from the city of the tribes in the West
to Shelbourne and Harold’s Cross in Dublin.

Limerick, the headquarters of Bord na gCon
was completely forgotten about and our facility at
the Markets Field now considered a hazard, with a
Director recently describing it as “well passed its
sell-by date” and requesting polit}ca.l support for a
new development. There have been numerous
statements, press briefings, oiﬁcial launchings in
connection with Limerick’s development and now
there appears to be complete confuision reigning as
regards the Ennis Road project. 1 will try in lay-
man’s language to explain how and why the local
greyhound fraternity find them@ves in this pre-
sent situation. )

Over the past 10 to 15 years, [there have been
huge government investments | in stadia infra-
structure throughout the length and breadth of
the country. There was even seriqnus investment of
public funds into stadia that were not under the

own con-
and the oldCoonagh

saying comes ‘

to mind “All is fair in love and war”. The problem
in the Mid-West region, especially Limerick, was
that there was never any interest by our Ministers
or Dail Deputies in the greyhound industry or the
benefits that can be accrued from same. Although
Deputy John Cregan did show |a lot of interest in
his comments about me in the Dail Chamber.
Come to think of it, I didn’t réceive any reply or
comment from John to my article in response to
his Dail statement but I am sure that he is busy on
affairs of State and with an election blooming in
the new year, greyhounds and their owners in
Li_mgrick,West will be the furthest thing from his
mind. ‘

Limerick has been completely ignored as
regards development and lets have a look at the
pathetic efforts of Bord na gCon and the Board of
Limerick Greyhound Track in attempting to put a
new facility in place. Iam sorry but [ think art this
juncture that I should provide my readers with a
brief resume of the history of |the project.

I have been involved with Limerick and Clare
gr:ghound breeders for years f'nd this well organ-
ised group, which is a member of a national body,
have been lobbying all and sundry over the past 40
years for improvements and the new facility. The
Markets Field is a very strategically situated sta-
dium, well known and is recognised country wide
as a centre for sporting activity Hurling, soccer,
rugby, athletics and greyhm%d racing have been

played there for over a 100 years. The property was
owned by Limerick Corporation, now called the
Limerick City Council, and was managed under

the auspices of the Market Tr;ijstees, who are a sub
hadv of the Citv Coimeil. Bord na gCon has been

stituenciesAn arfist’s impr&ssion of Limerick’s pro

PUSHAL WAS LLUYUTLY LUL G 51 ULLL L40Al Ustas vaseg —op —==r
you'll never guess where, but Greenpark!

Low and behold, the GOBA agreement that we
shook hands on with Bord na gCon was cast aside
without even the courtesy of a reason to us by the
Board. I suppose the weight of the money (five mil-
lion) and the importance of this new un-elected
group, it was an easy decision for the Board to
make. The Markets Field was again out of the
equation and we were back to the swamplands of
Greenpark for a new wonder stadia. They even had
the directors appointed and we were ridiculed and
forced to resign from the GOBA but “there is many
a slip between cup and lip”.

er more site plans, survey’s, site examina-
tions and engineering reports, the following
accrued... The mystery man or woman with the
five million in the back pocket disappeared like the
fog on the river overlooking the gite and the tech-
nical engineering report refused to allow any
track development to take place. The site was
declared unfit by the Board and the seven million
of the Board’s own funds were transferred to Gal-
way and Lifford and to add insult to injury, the
deeds to the famous Markets Field were used as
collateral for development at Dublin tracks. We
were then left with nothing only broken promises
and then came the bombshell within the Board,
drug testing, sensations and cover-up and the sub-
sequent unfair dismissal of Mr Aidan Tynan,
CEO, followed some months later by the resigna-
tion of Mr. Pascal Taggart as Chairman. The next
big event coming down the line was the calling of
the Chairman before the Dail Public Accounts
Committee and then the worrying involvement of
M. John Purcell, the Controller and Auditor Gen-

eral to

examine

con-
had-
been

posed new Greyhound Stadium in%o urism,

Mr. John
'Donoghue,
continued and if anything can be said about this
public funded body, it is to say that they are
durable. Because in the middle of all the drugs,
boardroom and political battles, the men that run
this organisation delved again into the property
market, this time in Clare with another huge fan-
fare at the Castletroy Park Hotel, announced that
another site was purchased for 1.1lm Euro. This
time the brave speculators, showed the colour of
their money and for what looked like a bargain
price, sure weren’t they well used to getting bar-
gains, hadn't they got the Market’s Field for
proverbial song 300,000 punts. These men should
have been developers, their talent was lost work-
ing for a State owned company, but wait a minute,
what were they after buying? Was it 17 acres or 11
acres or did T hear 9.2 or 8.7 or just six acres, even
so, six acres, even so, SiX acres on the Ennis Road
wasn’t bad value at 1.1m. The only problem is that
you could hardly build a greyhound stadium on
six acres, again, the prophets of doom, including
myself, urged caution as to the location. Oops,
nothing against Clare, the suitability and access
came into our deliberations for not the first time,
we were again castigated in public and private. the
work “knockers” came into the equation and jeal-
ousy was mentioned.
Where would you go in any development without
a management team and again, directors were in
position with prominent individuals appointed to
the Board of the new stadium? We had a board
now but we had no stadium. So back to my intro-
duction verse, “Here we go once again...” There
are now serious problems on many fronts with the
planning proposals as already stated, size ojf ‘a}v‘ail-
- -~ 1 S DI S P I, [
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By HARRY
GREENSMYTH

THE Markets Fie
in Limerick was t
venue in 1907 a
1914, when Foyr
and Abbeyfe:
inscribed th
names on the cot
ty senior footb
roll of honour

the first tir
indeed to d
Foynes have 1
advanced th
record any furtl
while = Abbeyfe
has claimed the t

on seven occasiol

Abbeyfeale had t
close on a few times p
to the initial win
Foynes.

It was on Februar
1908 when Foynes Si
O’Briens won the ct
pionship by defea
Commercials for
honour. The team cap
was John O’Connor
the team was compl
by Tom Corbett, Mic
O’Connor, Pat Shee
John Sheehan, Jim
win, Jeweller She
Birdie Madden, M:
Fitzgerald, Ned 1 Enr
Tom Q'Brien, Ned Sh
han, Jack McCarthy,
Costello, Tom Hug
Jimmy V\J:alsh. Ji
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