' Lough Gur Tour Im

r

Visiting Archaeologist

Old
Limerick
family

$ap rvary family - of lrish an-
costry living abroad has auch
a  wioll-decumnonted - free as
ghine of the Q"Connor's of Syd-
pry, Mew South Wales  Mres
Thes OConnpr, making her
frst visit to * Limerick this
panth in ihe gourne of o world
tonr, tald me momething af her
ancestry  thal, for preclaion
prd detall, any family af homoe
af ahroad might envy,

{n 1830 her great grandfather,
Giephenp O'Halloran of Lime-
plek, merried! and took  his
bride with him fo Australia,
There they seitled on the fand
as farmers (in  MNew South
Wales and raised o family of
iwelvia,

Btephen wis. = man of
meticulons . habits and he
hepl o which has

attracied the  Interest of
present-day | historinns,  In

sddition to family history, it

ecartien Anformation of valun

tp sociel and local historinss.
M= O'Conner ls a deughter of

Jamex O'Halloran, and came
| . et ;

¥

Mrs. Thea O'Connor

ta  Irciamd |(wvia  Malaysla,
« Greece, Ttaly, | Austria, Switz-
erland, Germany, Holland and
England. Shg will return bo
Auatralla wia Montreal

Sha {= on her fArst wvigit 1o Ire-
lnnd, but she told ne: “T felt
quite at home!when I arrlved
hare” ANl through the years
her family have kept in cidse
touch with this country, and
they hmave, & particulsr in-
tecent In Iriah’ songa,

ar'l
Family

During her atay In Limcrick she
wias the guest of Mr, and Mra.
Bevpnrd  Carey, Greendlelds,
Mr, Carey's wife (the formor
Misz Jean O'Halloran) Is a
member | of the Limeclek
branch of the family,

Mrs, O'Connor’s brothar, Mr.
Stephipn O'Halloran, who s
an arvchitbel In Wags 'Wags,
¥isited Limeorkek about four
¥ihrg mgol

Mrs, O'Conpor has two sona
apd two deughters:. Patrick
|::I whln;;la A compuler company

poatréal, and Grahame,
Wwho g at present teaching in
Engiand, will later move to
Canadp In the course of his
Brofpsslonal work; bath

davghters are marrfed: Fran-.

tag ry (Pearce) is o lee-
turer, pt Adélaide TUniversity,
angd Sheila’ (Pggum} ig teach-
ing injAdelalde’

experiences of his life.

For Mr, Hiv the suting matrhed
i | very  happy colncidence,
Though born and breught up
Ini Oxford, he has a Hvely
intoreat -in Irelnnd, and his
w:lfu has family tics here as
haer grandparcats were Irom
Rascommeon, He has made a
number of vislta to places of
archaeologleal importance im

treasured possessions 18 Maery
Carbery's novel, “The Farm
by Lough Gur'™ He was
dellghted, thereford, that the
Festival Clommities's tour of
Leugh Gur coincided with his
vigit to Limerlck, And ap he
tock & bus to Holveroas In the
hope—which was Tulfllled—
that bhe would meet with a 1ift
back to Limerick,

On  the wmap, Holycross is
moarkad as a sizeable village,
but Mr, Rix found to hls sur-
prize 1hat, apart from the
Lough Bar, that there was
scarcely a4 bulldiog in sight.
Ingide the bar he found "&
Int of people talking wery

. konowledgably of the architee-
ture af Ireland.”

Hg had seon a television pro-
gramme on Lough Gur and
told me that, to the world of
scholarshlp - In  archacology,
the atea s vary Important,

Grange

Jolnlhg the motorcads to the

hig frst experdence of arch-
aeology Im the Lough Gur

AFdi WES & very memorable
ona, Indeed,

Ty mtone circles in England Hke
Stonehenge you feel you have
treapasaed on & rulned frag-
menl,” ha to'd me; "here in
the Grange circle you feel you
are, in o complete bullding
with ‘a ritanl traditlen, snd
stepping down inte it and
surrounded by the great bank
with enormous sktones you get
n feellnp of having come to A
place that (s holy to the people
wh bulle it."

He added “I know nothing com-
parable Lo it in England or
Walen or Scolland; the visit
was to me something Very
memorable indeed.”

But this Iy net ths only clrcle in
the arch: the
athers gave ihe Impression
that "here ¥ou are nol just
in the prestnce of another
nrnl;ilecluinll'mnnument but =
group of monuments.”

It, was like a cathedral with a
sot  of  churches around It
:mq.l:llng: it = site of greal
significance.

Therr there wers
tarns and the
tomb, "a burlal
any ;standards ‘hns ope m-
presaed with. a sense of awo
at the gcalés on which f€hiz
anrly people organised Uhelr
labour forea to bulld a mom.
orial to ame gf thelr mumber,
which 4000 wears Imter still
stands more Impressively
tnan many Royal mobuments
only n few centuries old,

Carrig Aille

And, at the Carrig Alle ring
foris, “the view from Lthe top
with |the
Hght {supplemented hy o half-
moon|, and the Lough itself
shimmering below, and a

the field pat
wadge-shaped
ealrn that by

gremt stone clrele at Grange,

presence of

last of the fading

Irdland, and one of his wife's |

LAS'I' Wednesday's escorted tour of Lough Gur,

" committee and conducted by Seamus O Cinneide, has met with such favour-
able reaction by visitors and locals that it may well
new upsurge of interest in this historic locality. One
the visiting group, Mr. Michael M. Rix, M.A., of the
University of Birmingham, described the tour as one

ments again azs we had seqn
put had no time fo get ke,
gave n final sense of tho
warled yiches of the area” |

owing me n littie) book, "Tha
ational . Monumepts of Ire-
land” [published | by Bord

ilta Hireann, . Rlx  re-
;.u!mdiunl it devoted more
space o the Lough Gur args
than to|any other of the half-
dozen  gpecial -&r it des
eribed,

i | b
It carries three pages of text

Mr,

| Monasterbolon,

a catalogue. of 28 d#ltcs a map
on which the sltes are marked
and o pancramic view of the
reglon  Itself, indieating that
the Tourlst Hoard

Ilmportan t-|if archatologleal
areis In  thel Republic.  AH
the mone pity then that they
pan quobe ‘no publleation to

. which, Wlaitars may -refér, of

ho gulde bool to the Area as
may be had for
Glendalough,
the EBbyae Valley, Aran
Islnnd.n,iﬂ]nnm..nnn!u and =so
L45 ¢S 1

Mr. Rix adds: "One hopes thai

Mr. O Cloneldé’s promise thai

future | festlvals will ha

gracted by better signposting
':l:.mi mope  detalled  Informa-
tion will mean that Lough
(ur will became the place of
piigrimage It so rchly de
serves to be”

Mr. Rix

Rix :attendeg 5t Paul's
Behool, London, and latér went
te thoe Tniwersity fo atwdy
history, in which he had 4
particulay Interest in the ear-
lieat periods. He hed; amblt-
fans io hecomes an archiecla-
glat and wark in & rmousoum
and with that ln mind exeaw-
ated “Maiden Castle wunder
Maortimer Whelan. Ha was
studying archasclogy at Ox-
ford when tho ware Intervoned,
After alx yearsg of army ser-

wiee he wag appeinted to the

Department at Birmingham
University to which he =il
belonps—the Extramural De-
partment for lecturds Lo mmat-
urp students around the whole
of the, West Midlands,

dis

But

realiges |
! that here is one of the emost

by the local festival

mark the hﬁginu.mgl ing of a
ed member of
Ex ural Department,

of tjm most memorable

enever he gets a hollday
turns to his ‘flrst love,
which 18 prehistoric archazol-
oFY. | By a wvomplete chance
thiz mwweek he fotind himself
in Tdmerick @and discoverad
from | the Taurlst Offce that
tha ugh Gur Festival was
gn nnd that there “was to be
e vislt to the sites.

he

result? “I regard my
evanlfig ing mround under
the gul of Seamusg O Clo-
nedde| with about elghty other

And

enthusiasts 'as one of the
memorable experlences

Ty

of my life” '

plices like

1

:.Infni.- of these lectures were on

Thice then, other

archaetlogy and- the class of
dtudents organised cofch tours
to much places- mg  Hadrlans
Wall and Stonehenge.

Bn.lfrr.qumt were Mre Flx's re-

ferences to Irish monuments
that in 108 they did the sk
gmbitious trip of sll—a weok's
exploration which included
vialtd to the Boyne Valiey,
Glendalough, Galpay and the

In musle his hobiy

Linmm

With C. & E.
at Shannon

Dungasrvan man, Liam Walsrs,
who is a member of the Cus-
tomslang Exclee sialf at Shan-
non Airport, takes & keeo in-

terest In sport and music.
Aboub feur years ago ho
playell county minor hurling
angd football with Waterford

for.a|sesson, and, opting later
for spceer, felded for a local
juntof side, Shelbourne, and
wan m few medalg In the
Shantion Alrport inter-firm
leagur. 1

15 eallecting
and singing ballads, bof which
b has an sxtensive Tepertolre.
Hiy, favourite group Is the
Dubliners, apd his wlde range
talees | In American blues and
interpretatlons by Joun Baex.
gon of Willlam Joho
(Mondfle) Waters and  Birs
Wateds, Murphy Place, Ahbey-
glde, gnd was educated al the
local | mationml school —and
Dung:ﬁ.wan CHBE. He studied
medichl technology at Kevin

Sire Dublin, amt later
foined the Customs and Ex-
cige morvice. He served in

Dl
bk

4, Hoaslare, Cobh, Castle-

Aran Islands, “where the visit | i

te Dan Asngis. wrid for &l of
ug & Trost impressive archaeol-
ogleal experlange.”

taska have
thlcan oVer {ram  prehlstorle
grehacology in-his career but
not In"hiz Interesut, |

iy 1855 he Invented the term

descrlption of g many monu:

| ndustrial nm‘-‘u-_urlm" 1]
deal with the study of the re-
glected monuments of the In-
dustrial - revolution In  which
Great Britaln I3 nnlguely rich.

is has now become an ncad-

o subject with a numbar

Liam Waters |

b mnd again o Dublin
beforf coming to Bhannon
wherg he |s now permanently
stationed.

Abbeyslds Girla' School. His

of -universities in B'_lm“ hav- sigter, Trionm, completed her
g Départments devoted 10| Logving ~Certlilcate  studies
" I ] this year,

Tha Centre i run by

f.nll.l‘l'l.*!- 'mother 1s a teacher Iml

Mr. John O'Connor and his wif I
[ ﬂl&!l ‘ 1'3 ;

Community C

' k-l
Some le the many usefiy funce
tinps |of the| Irish Comghunity
Centrg In Birminghim were
gutlined thizs week, Uy M
Jehn | O'Conpor, chatrman of
the Birmingham , biegch - of

the Festival of Kerry|who waa

nill a wisit to Ldnzerlcy.

company. thg Irish | D@ elope
maont JAssociation, and has on-
joved  remarkable AL
Jigce iis opening on'May 15,
1247  The fact thal, althr only
twa yenrs in oparxition, JE js-pn
s peasonably sound |flhancial
basls 45 & tribute tol tho -Em-l
giency of munmmenit-.

Facilities! | . |

r'TI-m Contre caters fob peaple,

{from atl 32 counkies pf Ire-
H.ATO

land ard aiready pla
to its

o hand for- cxtensions
premises  at  High
Deridend, on the mal
try Romil.
waunl  facilitios,
dance hall, bar and founge,

and & games room | Wil bt 4
ppened shortly. .

The fostering of the nrrj., tlrumm |
and Irish culture argl'inclu-
ded in its aima, MJI |

Boma B00 poople can coom-
modated in the Centrl and 2
funciion ix hotd thorg cach
night of the weck The pro-

sanma dmrs Pl

bmbted

E‘l;r:ut;l
LLLb
In mdditlonia the
thegef| Ia n°

efilToan; who were on
t-.ﬁamga.tiun in

nire at
iseful r

Nnsoalation's nhl,ru-r‘ B
FRow York, | arranged; !
aher at n ﬂrr.ua.mna

Bty . T i

Tha
to

e

-

e

g is amlready!|booked o
andjthose who would- like
go ifh next yearn fight 1

addlhed to book | mow. T
plafik - may touch down
8h -r non -to plok] up Pass
g:_ who have booked -fri
hergll - - ;
Mr. @iConnor told me that |
‘Bl Ingham Mall”™ has b
of Monderful assivtance
Arish Development Asso
In prn--.-h*lug an Eri
colginn every Baturday nlg
Tho past twi years.
prinor, who Is T ye
HBirmingham,, has n
pakap over the Davis Ca
Alchfiter, Warwlck, but is, =
an fetive workér with the .
sociition. Hiz wife iz 1
forfier Miss Joap Hayea
Kilirliock, and she was W
Hintlbn his recent visit to )
lant¥ll The golden wedding
niviksary cLI' her parents,
Johl Francls and Mrs. Ca
erigp Hayes, two years I
walilthe occaslon, of the B
coriplete family reunion in
yel -
 The (hairman of the Irish I
velggmont Asnsociation, 1
Cedild Moran, {a Birmingha
tarhl nf Trish oarents and ¥




