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anoeists prepare for training on Lough Gur this mnh. [LL)

Wildlife WOITY S
at Lough Gur SSSss

The only sign of hir-l:l Iifa on the Luugh Gur shore t
. of mallard.

geese, four swans, six 1o
eight pairs of mallard duck,
BEFEJE}EIEEIA two or three pairs of coote

and a couple of nesting
water hens.
ALARM bells are It's a far cry from the
ringing at pre-historic teeming wildlife of the lake
Lough Gur. one of @srecently as a couple of
! . 33 Years ago.
County L1;ner1ck s A number of fattors, Mr
greatest tourist attrac- Q'Loughlin said, are con-
tions. tributing to the decrease in
In fact, one scientist the wild bird population.
has warned that the lake The Maiguc drainage
i . scheme decprive 'H'E.:I‘jl'DI.IE
Wlﬂ ﬁ?:??i};;ﬁﬁzm species of their traditional
wild bird population, and (etands. Now migratory
dramatic changes in the E;;:]:nﬂ;gﬂh“;nm;ﬁ'; s
water level, arc only two of Then an invus]ﬁn of mink
the developments causing . o It devastaiion
ONC local peoplc who 1D 216 ATCH ;
1']“:: ':im:i:?latc bacaledie of. M its trail. But many ot the
thae. :lnr':ﬂsphtﬁc iska ge mink were captured, Mr
/ ' : O’ Loughlin sand,
ur;:":]?}ﬂ: "Tﬂ%ﬂttﬁ:ﬁ?{ John Coffey who lives
wildlife enthusiast, Francis £105¢ by the fake, sic that
O’Loughlin of Holycross, .-, oo 'OURC evicenee »
3 AR : . J " who is raising wild duck the destruction of nests by
John Coffey of Luugl:u Gur . . . found evidence of ver-  himself in an effort to  Y¢{RT O b ’R“;;'ﬁ_ o
min destroying bird life. (L) restore fhe Balance Of Glenroe, said that the swans
11:-;;5:5 ngm:d to be e Hussing Lus year, and
" that he has never seen 50
addressed,” Mr O'Loughlin  gey birds on the lake.
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and international impor- Inige population of whoapee

. SWans.
un;?_dl:_:?t Lﬂucgl]: Gut;;: Iﬁ He believes that official
‘Eﬁjdc,:i;;:lﬂd ;ﬁ; of sci.  Dodies interested in Lough
entific interest, yet it is now Gur, such as Shannon

. . : . Development, the County ;
suffering signs of official  Council and’Ballyhoura |

Vicitars frontall over the Failte, should be turning
world have heen nitracted 1o < 1DEIT dltentions towards  Erancis O'Loughlin of Holycross, with a pair of six-week-old ducklings

its haunting shores, but at ~ Tesiocking the lake. which he hopes will help to bring new life to Lough Gur. (LL)

“These wild birds can be
least one regular Lough Gur : : ; ) e
vigitor is disillusioned. PJ fostered. I'm doing it trol the eutrophication of  year because two million we visited la ’

s : myself. I ravelled 1o Gorey  Lough Gur gallons of water a day were signs of vastly
];':*Ea“‘.w?;'"gffm;" Villa (o5t week 1o bring back a Speaking geologically, which once sourced the increased human activity,
..E}rﬁ ztr;g:m:vriii:} irxﬁa:i{'l}{;i clutch of mallard,” he said.  the lake could eventually  local water supply, is now with canoeists from the

But perhaps the most dis-  vanish, she said, writing in  flowing back into the lake. Kilfinane Edqcatipn Centre

Yoxioh Clav' § w except ASUOUS development of all  the current edition pf l.hn The natural ugtﬂu'-v_ from practising their skills on the
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for a few swans, “TEIL 00 human aeons of human set-  Historical Society journal. blocked, resulting in no Nealithic man left Lough

all other  species L L E o esir gty scientist. The changing water level  flush of the lake waters, Gur, more or less as he had

wildlife. Noreen M Leyden, in a the-  of the lake is also posing  something which Ms found it - undisturbed, its
It may be an exaggera- sis for her masters degree at  problems. Although many  Layden says is characteris- fragile balances intact. But |
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