'WS : of the passing of Joe
Leahy forces me to interrupt
this series to pay collective tri-
bute to the greatest family of
athletes the world has known —
the famed Leahys of Cregane.
Joe Leahy was a dear friend,
and I- was a regular visitor to
Cregane in days when the happy
homestead was the meeting place
of many who were famous in a
great spell of Irish athletics.
Many a pleasant evening I
spent there, and many an inter-
esting one, too, as we went qver
old cuttings and stories of the
haleyon athletic days—the com-
pany usually including Tom, Jack,
and Joe Leahy, with Larry Roche
also present on a few occasions
to add his quota to the tales of
the great men that graced the
arena in Ireland's greatest evetr
athletic . spell.
Much of the material for this

series was gathered at Cregane,.

for ofie had only to mention a
Limerickman who excelled in any
branch: of sport to draw forth a
fund of information concerning
him from one or other of the
brothers, whose khowledge of ath-
letic events and the deeds of the
great figures of their day was un-
surpassed anywhere.
NOSTALGIC MEMORIES,

Joe’s death will bring nostalgic
memories to the remnants of the
old ‘'school of Irish athletic
followers, unfortunately getting
fewer_ every day, who can recall
the times when the Leahys, of
whom there were seven brothers,
reigned supreme on athletic fields,
both in Ireland and abroad.

Nobody can challenge their
greatness, and no matter what
figures improved methods and

modern approach may induce in
the years ahead, the fact remains
that no family has ever lived that
could boast the athletic talent that
first saw light of day under the
Cregane roof.

Ireland had no worries concern-
ing international recognition in
the heydey of the Leahys, for like
Maurice Davin’s great challenge to
the world’s best in the infant days
of the G.A.A.—a challenge which
found no man fit to answer—the
Leahys could stand in any
stadium of the world and issue a
challenge to any other six brothers
anywhere. The Cregane men could
more than hold their own not
slone in one or two or three
events, but in all that came under
the heading of athletics, and,
more remarkable still, could pro-
duce a sister, every bit as well
endowed, and capable of main-
taining her mastery in any com-
pany.

STAR ATTRACTION AT EVERY
" SPOR

Study the Leahy challenge in its
implications and realise that the
ecold reading of facts and figures
prove beyond question of doubt
that the world over could not
then, or since, produce a family
with anything like the athletic
cepabilities of the little domestic
circle of - Cregane—humble, simple
and unpretentious Gaels.

The Leahys oftén brought home
a dozen to twenty prizes from a
meeting, They went everywhere,
and were the star attraction at
every sports. - "

They were not *“pot hunters.
They went for the pure love of
athletics, and no greater proof of
this can be found  than in the
records we have of "the occasions
when they gave ten or twelve of
their choicést prizes, won in the
classiest of Ireland’s athletic meet-
ings, to a sports committee in
order to help on the cause.

HEIRLOOMS THAT NO MONEY
COULD PURCHASE.

And if ~many of the grand
trophies the brothers won are
missing from Cregane, it is in-
dication of the affection in which
they were held, that several who
won the prizes with which the
Leahys endowed so many meetings
retained these as heirlooms in
their household, which no money
could purchase.

The death of Joe Leahy removes
from <Cregane the last of the

avand Ffamilee nf hrathare Thora

lover of horses, and rarely
bothered about athletics, although
it was an open secret he could
be as good as his more famous
brothers if he only laid his mind
down to it. I think he realised
that in after years, and sometimes
regretted not having developed his
undoubted talents as the others
di
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Only one of the seven now re-
mains—Mick, who lives in Mallow,
so the ancestral home is lonely,
bereft of the last remaining male
link with its days of great glory.

Every ifich of the house anhd
farm at Cregahe is packed with
meinories for the old timers, and
any enthusiast who visited there
in the heyday of ity glory will
remember the unpretentious little
field where the renowned brothers
practised—I will not say trained,
because in the present day accep-
tation of the word it could not
be called training.

FEATS TO MAKE THE WORLD
GASP,

In this modest enclosure, how-
ever, feats were performed that
would make the world gasp with
wonder. The brothers brought out
the best in each other in friendly
rivalry and it is a well accepted
fact that they performed “in their
own backyard” in a manner that

would do credit to an Olympic |
gathering, And many a world's|
title was won several inches less |
than the figures that were com- |-
in the shade of the|

monplace
grim and solid looking, if ruined,
old castle of Cregane, by the
banks of the winding Maigue.

In . looking back over many
meetings with the Leahys, one
occasion -comes to mind with par-
ticular poignancy. It is of an
evening after a great sports gath-
ering at the Markets Field some
thirty years ago.

The company included Joe, Jack'

and Tom Leahy, Other grand figures
present were John Flanagan, Larry
Roche, Jack O'Grady, Denis
Carey, Matt McGrath, Tom Kiely,
Davy O’Connell, John Kelly, N.T.;
Dr. C. B. Molony, Con Fitzgerald,
Willie Drake and P. J, Rea.

It is sad to think that all of
that grand galaxy have passed
from this world and athletics are
certainly the poorer that they are
no more. '

MEMORABLE EVENING,

That memorable evening will
never be forgotten by those lucky
enough to have been present. The
whole field of Irish athletics was
critically reviewed by a jury well
fitted for the task, but it was
when they turned to reminiscences
that the real pleasures of
evening were unfolded.

From the Davins right down to
the Leahys, the prowess of the
great men who shone in the youth-
ful days of the G.A.A. were dis-
cussed. We heard of the difficul-
ties which beset the G.A.A, at
every turn; the efforts made to
break the organisation in its in-
fancy; the great battles waged to
control the Association after it
became evident it was going to
succeed; the gradual emergence of
hurling and football in popular
favour and the subsequent de-
cline of athletics. All these, and
a hundred other topics, were
avidly debated during the most
interesting few hours I can rve-
member in any company.

MANY OF THEM WERE WORLD
BEATERS.

Every man of that unforgettable
group had contributed something
really big to the Ireland of his
day, -if alone in-the part he played
in the athletic sphere. Many, in-
deed, were world beaters who
raised the Irish standard high in
almost every country of the
world, as surely as the great Con
Leahy did, in the company of
Peter O'Connor and J. P. Daly,
at the great 1906 Olympic games
in Athens.

Con Leahy had to jump thirty-
six times in sweltering heat he-
fore winning the high jump title

an that iinfarcattahla nnanancinn and

the

Peter O'Connor in the hon, step
and jump. Daly drew the honours
in the five miles flat.

The Irishmen  paid their own
expenses to Athens, but when
they won the British tried to
claim the victories as theirs, main- .
taining 1Ireland was a subject
State,

The protest the Irishmen made
got headlines in the vorld’s press
of the time, #=Ad I will tell the
story of this in next week’s 1ssve.
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LAST week we left Con Leahy
at Athens, on the gccasion of
the 1906 Olympic Games.

We saw how he had. to jump
thirty-six times in all before “win-

ning the high jump event. The

weather was very warm at the!

time, and ‘the first half of the
competition occupied the houts be-
tween six and nine of the even-
ing. After eighteen jumps, Con’s
,feet were roasting from the un-
familiar cindeérs. But he met good
friends in some meémbers of the

American  team,” and after the

contest” that ‘évening they took :

him in hands.
to their “headquarters,
bath to open the pores,
covered completely with ¢
and provided with a bottle ‘of
stout as the only refreshment be-
fore retiring to rest for the night.
In bed he ‘was saturated with “oil,
and slept the sleep of the just
with only a sheet as covering.

Y RESUMPTION.

was then

EARL
The jumping was resumed at 6

am. the following morning. Con
jumped out of bed like a kanka-
roo, and when all the other jum-
bers were ~stiff, he was in  the
best of trim He was over the
bar on eighteen further occasions
before 9 am. to win,the event at
5 feet 11% ‘inches. The "laths had
been raised a quarter of an inch

for every effort, and Con was as|

fresh as a daisy at the end. In
fact, he ‘was anxious to continue
further but would not be allowed

~—the lath being removed when the-

next best effort  was exceeded—a
Procedure that was” also adopted
then at the English championships.

_ FLAG INCIDENT, .
From Peter O'Connor, of Water-
ford, still happily with us, I got
Some years ago, the full, interest-
Ing story of "the ‘incident. concer-
ning the flag, which aroused such
controversy . at the -time. Here' is
what he told mie: )
“Co_n Leahy, “-and. myself were
Supplieq with™ lovely green blazers
bound with l
sides, cuffs, collar and  lapels,” with
a gold shamrock ‘on left breast,
and green caps to match with
shamrock on the front; also with
green flags, wth a ‘gold harp, and
the words ‘Eire ‘g0 Brath’' meas-
uring about six feet:by four feet,
I still ‘have the three “of them.
“We left Ireland ~on "April 15th
and travelled via London, New-
haven, Dieppe, Paris, Turin;
disi, Corfu and Patras to Athens,
arriving on "April 20th, after four
days and three nights confined in
a train. The competitions” opened
on April 22nd, so we had very
little time for rest or trainmg.
DESCRIBED ON PROGRAMNME
‘ AS BRITISH. K
“On arrival,“I found that Leahy,
Daly and .myself were described
as British' in - the published pro-
gramme of the athletic eveénts.
On the adyice: of the President of

the American Athletic Association, |

I wrote to:the Olympic Com-,
mittee protesting against this. I
have a copy of:that Ietter making
a strong protest and
emphatically” that
Ireland, that ‘our expense
paid by Irishmen. and that we
objected, if any were successful, to
our wins being recorded in any
way as points for England.

“My letter : "‘caime before the
Olympic Committee, but on a vote
the British scored & victory, the
Greek delegates “supporting the

olive oil,

gold braid around ‘the’

Brin-

nd  “stating
we represented |
S Were |

He . was brought’
given a’

N Judge, not announcing the distance | assist
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when groung was firm and whe:
my turn came, number forty-four
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RN R

P cl;iim of the former th | Fie tg%%}* otir x‘?ﬁgh’iﬁgd jj‘%rﬁp“g
was then part mg'g 't'?l:‘et Iﬂﬁ'@g jumped over 24 ft. on the same
Kingdom. .- =~ "0 | the honaur ot e ning s

ATT iifs?mmﬁﬁxm‘y ’ 03%3 ﬁgﬁt however, was reached

when the official hoisteq on thé
Olympic masts the three flags in-
dicating ‘the ~nationality of " the
first, second and third winners of
 British Union
my being

“'The British “judges strongly re-
sented oyr attitude and refused to
even he present when the long- )
Jump contest took ‘place. I was the long jump—the
robbed deliberately in consequence | Jack being flown - for
of the verdict, through Halpin, the | Second.

American “trainer, ‘acting ag  sole | URLI . K.
judge in measuring .e:a;ch‘g compéeti- UNFURY NGE%G?HE GREEN

tor's jump. ]
“A Mr.”James B. Gonnolly, who

g p P

= * ) $ I “I was an accompligheq gymnast
Wwas a competitor in the running’'in my 59&&'}1 ang myagc..twg climib-
hop, and "won “that event at the 'ing of the post gxcited the spec-
previaus Olympic Games in 1896 in [tators. At a héight of about twenty
Athens, came to me ‘after each -feet. I Unfur e@‘m{ big green flag
competitor "had taken his first)and rema ned ‘aloft for Some
jump, Halpin, as'sole measurer and | waviné‘gj,";i‘ viggrously.' Cg \
d in demonstrition Ry
guarg at the foot

the
and said ‘Mr. O’Conhor, you haye | keeping ﬁghfi?xg

no chance of winning with Halpin | of the” pole,” mss ntime waving his
in charge.’ ‘ | green flag and defyidg gvery effort
“It had not occurred to me that!of the ials 1o “prevent the de-

e latier was the ‘trainer of the | monstration,
American team; in fdct, I never | Sénsation. ;
saw the man before. I got very| ~The long jump was the first of
excited, made a strong protest to!OUr events: then canie thé running
Halpin, and he"offensively said: ‘T, hop, which I won, with Con Le 203
am a duly appointed judge and am | Sécond; and lastly ‘the high jump,
gntitled to act. I fhen spoke to) Which Cn won. " . .
Prince George of 'Greece, inform- theil® ritish failed miseraply in|
ing him of my ‘complaint, but got fheir efforts to annex any" credit
no_ satisfaction. ; [ for the Irish successes' and the
“I then found the two English 1».?‘% “':‘Pld»@zgvt ¥e %Y‘,"d ?5;; pub
judges who should haye “acted, but } JiCity utlh 0e t% ; 3{1 § press gnd|
they curtly informed me that ow- the Irish peliticel Yery muchan.
ing to iy letter repudiating Eng-| e, Irish politic sg&agon at aj
land they would not act.  ~ ~ |Period ‘when very fiWw “dared to |
Al ¢y would not sglsq gtprqiggt agai tl\;g British

SIMPLY FURIQUS. . - |domination of aub country:
. “T was fsim%l'y furious ang I got a £ %@! brave
Con Leahy, Daly and Mr. Gonnoily 2?40'{3“}{ A Fi?étw 4
watch ‘the digtance of ‘the Ameri- | of .O'Connor,

the latter w “Which “caused o greéat

e

can, Prihstein, as compared with‘f‘g;"’gvgtg be Honour,

mine in our remaining jumps. |
They took up posifions opposite.
the lahding pit.” My third jump
was distinctly far heyond Prins-
{éin's, but ‘wis declared by Haipin,
to be foul and was fiot' meéasured. |
. “I asked how' it was foul, as in
those days it meant a sprained.
ankle if your toe went beyond the
board take-off, and I never - fell|
back' after landing, ‘but pitched |
forward on my hands. -
“Halpin then announced. after
consulting with a Greek official,
that Prinstein, another American!
and I had accomplished the best
distancgs ‘without announcing them
and we had each three more trials.
“Of my remaining three trials,
two more were declared foul and
not measured. = Finally, ‘the. result
was announced, Prinstein, 23 ft.
73ins., first; Q’'Connor, 23 ft. 0% ins,
second; and the ‘other American
third at 22 ft. 2ins. L
%] was enraged and demanded |
Halpin to state the distance of
Prinstein’s six jumps, apd it
showed thet his best and winning
jump was his first effort and that|
the qdistapces of all his five others
were under 22 feet” If my wife|
had not beén present looking on. at
this contést, which restrained me, |
I would have hegten Halpin to a
pulp, as I was half insane gver the
1C€, '
s 1 was numbered 44 and |
Prinstein ‘39 in order of Jutx;p;_n-gl»
in the official programme. It was
a cinder run-way that I was. not.»
accustomed "to. In the contest|
Prinstein  jumped number "two '




e S

T 2.
S e S

GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN

it SR . AN

7

N’ -the. occasion' of my last
J meeting with Joe  Leahy—
little . X knew. it .at the time-—he

spoke. .nostalgically. . of - the - old

days, :of -sports meetings, . hurling
and “football. S
them . now blotted and -erased by
the withérihg hand of time. ’

It was difficult at any time to
get- . him speak of his famous
brothérs, or of his own part in
the ,arena, but . some controversy
of t‘né day got bim.in reminiscent
moged,. and 1 learned ' more that
evehing ‘of the inside story of the
Leahys . than. in . dozens of pre-
viouy meetings, when all the other
athletes .and players’ of their day
were freely discussed, buf never a
word abous their own. great-deeds.

t  was  in 3895 “that Paddy
Leahy, then a green stripling of
sixteen, won his first ‘“pot” at a
village." meeting, to which he had
stolen - ‘¢landestinely,  seven’ -miles
~from -his' home, H¢
foot, but cleared 5 ft. 8 ins. in a
style that gave . unusual. promise
and so started that long line of
victories which stretched. over six
separate careers ‘and put the
Leshy name amongst the world’s
greatest jumpers, as first, Paddy,
then Con, Joe, Tom, Mick end fin-
ally Tim, came and .went, the
while  tHe  world “wondered . was
thereany end- to .'the  unrivalled
jumping train of brothers.

M STYLISH

Paddy Leahy wag. universally
acknowledged the 'most stylish
jumper that ever crossed a lath.
Beautifully -built, he ran, like all the
Leahys, straight at his- leap, rose

. 180—-THE LEAHYS o

-‘inatches, many  of;

e . jumped ‘bare-

world's greatest failed and
brought home to Cregane one of
the few laurel crowns which fell
to; Europeans that year. =~ .

. After  Con. came Joe—breezy,
gay, all-round athlete and sports-

- man—a shrewd judge of men and

form_ and a keen follower of ath-
letics to the very end. Joe won well
over two hundred prizes in his
long, victorious years on the
track.

STIRRING MEMORIES,

Joe had some stirring memor-
ies of his active days and spoke
to me of a particular occasion in
Ennis when he had to jump 6 ft.
0% ins. in order to beat off the
challenge of a Killaloe teacher
named Moynihan, a native .of
Canovee, who often jumped -in
earlier . years  against Paddy
Leahy. Another competitor _of
promise that day was a lad
named McKenna, from Tulla.

On another occasion, in Ennis,
at the Castle Grounds, Joe won the
high and long jumps, and the 120
yalr‘;is hurdles from very strong
fields. i :

The best race of his life, he ‘told'

me, was run at-the Markets Field,
By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

Limerick, against a then clerical
student in Maynooth, who is now
Most Rev. Dr. P. ONeill, the
revereq Bishop of Limerick.

It was in .the 120 yds. hurdles and
Dr.. O’'Neill won the Championship
of Ireland a short time later at the

almost . 'perpéndicularly, picked|G.AA. — Atheltic Championship
AMOST P s ebin i ‘<t | meeting, held that year at Mallow,
his knees to his chin' in most| meeUrE, AND WINNER

natural: fashion, swung around on
top with no apparent.éffort, and
landed = facing his take  off as
lightly: as’ a thistle-down. . .
‘Careless in hig training he was
also one nevér worried over much
ds, with the result that
fforfs in several events
. get ‘officigl .. recognition.
théy . are vouched as gen-
] peYformances by . some. . of
thie Most. prominent officials of his
day-—high junip, 6 ft. 63 ins.; long
Jump, 25 ft. 2 ins.; hop. -step and
jump, 50 £t 10:dns.. o o o
ALL-ROUND PROWESS. -
“Then c¢oéndider his ability as a
sprinter, hurdle racer:and weight
thrower, 810 his prowess at the
nationel ::game: of hurling. and
you have:sqme. ‘idea of  the won-
derful  abiliity and: versatility of
this beautiful  ° specimen of
nature's art. ..o o . :
“Paddy - Leahy looked an athlete
all. ‘over—not so his brother, Con,
who -entered- -the = arena in 1897,
but was’ in “private life the last
man in the world you would take
for #sworld beater in athletics.
He had not Paddy’s -talent, but
by. careful tfaining-and intélligent
application ‘e ~developed into the
-most - consistent and best jumper
in. the world -of his.day.. L :
He had a strained tendon when
he performed. at: Athens, but sheer
determination - ~ucarried © - him
through:’ and -this gritty Limerick

THRICE OVER. :

" Twelve months afterwards, Dr.
O'Neill .was again  apn All-Ireland
winner—this - occasion thrice over,

‘when he took first place in the 100

yards, 220 yards and 440 yards flat
events, )

Another - great athlete of Joe's
time was the present Very Rev.
Canon Kennedy, of Murroe, who
was the best quarter miler in the
Ireland of his day aend ~a top
no%i:her in many other events as
well, . o

Dr. O'Neill’s: interest in -athletics.

| was not confined to the track, and

the day Tim Leahy jumped 6 ft. 5
ins. at the -‘Markets Field  his
Lordship took five ‘‘snaps” of the
Cregane ‘lads jumping, from 6 ft.
1 in. up.

Joe Leahy was, like his brother
Paddy, also a prominent hurler
ang figured in several County
Championship tussles as a member
of the Ballyagran Club. Picked for
the County on numerous occasions,
he played in Munster Champion-
ship ties at all the leading South-
ern venues,

Both Paddy ang Joe were mem-
bers of the Limerick team which
travelled to Londop for the..game
arranged by Larry Roche, ang_in
which they beat the London Irish,
who were then Allreland. title
holders—the only occasion the All-
Ireland Senior Hurling Cup went
across the Irish Sea. Joe prized
the medal he got that day in Lon-

man: jumped: 'rcléar: where = the

f Crégahe (Concluded)

don,; ‘and was proud of the fact|

| often  won,

that Limerick were able {o defeat

the champions on their own

grounds. -

ATHLETICS HELD THE STAGE
THAT TIME.

Athletics held - the stage at that’
told me, and hurling|

period, Joe
only took seconq place in Munster
in the affections of the populace.
Tim  Iloyd of Caherline, cap,
tained the Limerick team for their

London visit, and players that par- |

ticularly thrilled .the exiles on the
occasion were Jimmy Herbert of
Sallymount, Mick Danaher of Mur-

roe, Bill Sheahan of Rathkeale and]

Mick Clifford of Ballyagran.

One of Joe Leehy's favouritel:

events was the raising and sirikin,
of the hurling ball. He drove g

nine ounce ball 86 yards one evening |
to beat all  comers,|:.

Aat - Thurles,
including many préminent Kilkenny

and Tipperary hurlers. - On another |-

occasion he had a notabl i
at Nenagh. : € trxumph

I could write on and on about|:
dear Joe, his own. deeds, and his |’

memories of the other great men of
his day.” But I ‘must regretfully
pass on,  as space. is short.
i BROTHERS,
Next of the Leahys to gralt{:f the
arena was Tom—also a close friend
qf mi‘ne. A fine performer, he was
likewise a splendid organiser. The
best of company, he bubbled over
with good humour, was an interest-
g:ﬁi 2,‘1’1edr alﬁfzis,ang ccinversa_.tionalist,
: ing to sing a good song
or play a glad tune, & & good song

Mick, the only surviving member
of the family, was bestgovgr the }
in the pole jump, but |

“family |

hurdles and
. too, at the-
favourite "~—the high jump,

The last of the batch — Tim — |
in 1907 at Cobh, and}
ft. 5 ins. at]
had still not |

appeared
when he cleared 6
erirlgkhin 1913 he
reache is peak. He mi i 7
boon the gre%,test,of might " have

‘lu _epidemic
to -Irish athletics.

Jack was the
family,
two also -about athletics and could

tell interesting tales of the hal-|

cyon days.
So

life. the greatest family of jum-

pers of all time. It will b !
before another such as thege l(;!;g :
cradled under the same roof. But |
the story of their deeds will be |

told to future rising generations

around many an Irish fireside.|

“The Leahys may be gone but

-their spirit will live and the mem- |

ory ,of Cregane will continue a
beacon light' as long as athletics

are held in reverence in Ireland,|

————

the lot, !
fate - decreed otherwise, and t;::;
untimely ‘death during ‘the big|
was a heavy blowl/

horse lover of the}
but he knew a thintg or |;

s
Basses out of Irish sthletic|




