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Phe meeting at  the Social
Service Centre, was the flrst
public meeting: of the Limerick
ADAPT, which was only for
med a short while ago, ;m(I
their first meeting was held last
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The ADAPT group
rick wilt be on call one Wed-
nesday night wach week, be-
tween 8 p.m. and 10 p.m., and
will act as an information cen-
tie for the deserted and alone
parent, will provide moral sup-
port and help. - It will publish
regilar newsletters and  hold
one monthy meeting on the first
Friday of each month, at 8
p.m. All interésted people are
urgerd to attend these meectings,
which will be advertised in the
local papers.
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former address was inaddert-| “We should be trying+o Chan-
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Deathof
distinguished
Limerick novelist

HE DEATH has occiirred in a hospital in Canter-
bury of Miss Kate O’Brien, the distinguished
Limerick dramatist and novelist. She was the fourth
daughter of Thomas (’Brien and Catherine Thorn-
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hill, Boru House, Mul
was educated at Laurel

On graduating. in 1919, she
went to England where she
worked op the foreign 'news
page of the Guardian. When
the page folded, she taught for
a while in a Hampstead schqol,
and then went to Washingt

O’Mara, who
of |de

ary for Stephen
was .then co-ordinator
Valera's Bonds Drive.

She worked in London
some time hefore she wenl
Spain ax a governess.
she returned to London a d
married a young ‘Dutchman,
Gustav Renier, author of “Arc
The Knglish Really Huma "
The marriage wasg nof a suge-
ess.

Career

Miss (’Brien began her Iit-
erary career in 1926 by writing
a plav, “Distinguished Villas”,
m her spare time. It was quite

light
was
Londoners

League”, a group
vndeavourmg o i

the value of ulty]
violet rays.

Her lirst novel, “without M y
Cloak”, was published in 1931,
and received the James Tail
Black Memorial Prize and the
Hawthornedene Prize. It was
followed by “'The Ante-Room”
in 1934 and “Mary Lavelle”,sin
1936. In 1937, she published |a
travel book hased on her Span-
ish experiences, entitled “Faie-
well S8pain”. “Pray For The
Wanderer” came out in 1938
and “The Land of Spices” was
published in 1941

Refused

During the war vears she
worked for the Ministry of In-
formation in London. “The
Tast of Summer”’ appeared In
1943 and another novel based In
Spain “That Lady”, was pup-
lished in 1946. She was refused
entry to that country for some
years because of .her treatmeit
in the book of Phillip IIL

She came to live in Ireland
in 1950 and she bought a houge
in Roundstone, Co. Galway.
The novel “That Lady”, was
dramatised in 1949, and played
on Broadway with Katherine
Cornell in the lead. In 1953 she

wrote “The Flower of May '
“As Music in Splendour”, in
1958. and “Presentation Par-
Tour”. in 1962. Her “FEnglish

U

Jemnaly”  wel
Sotci o in 193 and YAy
lupe’ Cnenved in 1962 .
Miss OFBrien returned ic Eng-

Poarice end

grave Street, Limerick. She
Hlll Convent and U.CD.

land in 1961, and lived in &, ht-
tle village cal]ed Boughton, not
far from Canterbury. She vis-
ited Ireland and Spain regular-
ly—-sh» was allowed into Spain
in 1957 efter the intervention: of
the Irisn Ambassador to Spain.

She was clected a member; of
the Irish Academy of Letters
in 1947, In 1946, she won the {Ir-
ish Women Writers' Club Prize
for her novel “For One Sweet

Miss O'Brien was a sisteriof
Mrs. Nancy O'Mara, Strand
House, and late Mr. Gerry
O’Brien, former secretary of
the Limerick Show Soceily.

Our Lady's
Day

The traditional Mass for Our
Lady's Day will be celebrated on
behalf of the Limerick Pork
Butchers' Society in St. Johwm’s
Cathedral tomorrow, Thursdav,
at 10 a.m.

The celebrant will be Rev. Er

C. Collins. ;

i

brq-

H

i
i

Miss Elizabeth Hayes, 'Lamdnwme Gardens, Ennis

.Roa,c_l. who was at the opening night of the Theatre

| Fesiival at the City Theatre.
b

Not surprisingly, the City
Theatre was packed to capacity
for the opening night of the
1974 Theatre Festival and, judg-
ing. from the enthusiastic ap-
plause at the final curtain, “The
Devil a Saint Would Be” seams
assured of a successful run.

But whether or not it was a
wise choice of play for the
opening week of the festival is
debateahle.

Louis D’Alton’s work certainly
has much to recommend it and
provides -good family entertain-
ment, but it is not the type of
play to inject enthusiasm into
the festival on opening week.

Laced

The style of “The Devil a
Saint Would /Be” is clearly of
the late '40s and early ’'50s—the
pig is out of the parlour and
D’Alton introduces a  saint
instead. D’Alton calls the piece
“A Morality” and, like the bast
{noxality plays, the serious intent
3
quirks of human nature.

The acting “is superb ail
through the three acts and that
the pace slackened a little mid-
way  through the first and
second acts was not the fault
of the 1l-strong cast.

There was much to admire in

the simple set by Wendy Shea;.
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Would Be’, can hardly be described
it is nonetheless a lively piece of en’
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