Killaloe: The royal
capital of mediaeval

Ireland |

KILLALOE — a charming, - .
historic ‘town, and the
ateway to scenic Lough
erg — still continues to
be a favourite resort for
large numbers of Limer-
ick citizens.

Many of those who wa call
senior citizens recall
pleasurable excursions
from Limerick city to Killalos
via the old Limerick-Killaloe
railway — now sadly de-
funct.

Mol

History

With its mediaeval Saint
Flannan’s Cathedral, and
historic sites like Kincora —
where High King Brian Boru
had his palace-fortress —
and Bealboru {(at Ballyval-
ley), Killaloe stifl has strong
intirations of a once royal
capital for those with a good
historical sense.

High King Brian Boru's
palace-fortress of Kincora
was situated where Killa-
loe’s Catholic Parish Chirch
stands today. Go up and
stand there, hext time
yeu're in Kiilalos,

Strategically, it's the high-
est and most commanding
point in Killaloe. There’s a
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St. Flannan’s Oratory, Killaloe.
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clear view up past the
narrow channel at Bealboru
{Baliyvalley), and'up Lough
Derg and across to the
Tipperary mountains and
down the Shannion Valley
towards Limerick city.

High King Briar's sentries
would have instantly spot-
ted any incursions by the
Vikings of Leinster (or their
Leinster Irish allies) across
the Tipperary mountains, or
down Lough Derg, or moves
by the Vikings of Limerick
city, on the down-Shannon
side.

if High King Brian Boru
had not been killed by the
Viking Bruadar at the Batile

Saint Flannan’s oratory (in the grounds of Killaloe

Sean Kierse’s Killaloe guideb

sites. .

Sean Kierse | (quoting
Mac!.ai%. High King Brian's
Court Poet] pictires the
royal palace-fortress of Kin-
cora vividly for us ali
though no wace of it re-
mains today.

“it had an enclosure of
stone, within which stood a
number of circular houses
of timber and wigker work,

The festive food and drink
was splendid and iavish:
beef, mutton, fresh pork,
game and fish, with oai-
cakes, cheese, curds, on-
ions, cresses, mead and
fermented bilberry juice.
The conking was done in the
centre of the hall, with the
smoke escaping through a
hole in the roof.”

of Clontarf in 1014 — when painted in gaudy colours, Lore
he decisively ended Viking and aldo a well and -pool. . .
power in lreland — the Two famous salmon, keld in The virtues of Sean.

Dalcassian line of High
Kings would have con-
tinued, and, as undisputsd
rulers ofireland, would have
established Kilialoe as our
royal capital.

With the recent publica-
tion of “Historic Killaloe— A
Guide to its Antiguities,” by
Sean Kierse, an expert Clare
historian, visitors from
Limerick to this ancient

superstitious respect by the Kierse's guice book for visi-
Dal aCais, livedin this pool,” tors to Killalos is that, as
Sean Kierse tells gs. o well as giving helpful and

Sean iGerse adds that informative lore on well-
High King Brian entertained known local sites, it gives
his royal visitors in The helpful directions to offbeat
Great Hall of Kincora. Here is sites and information about
part of the brilllant scene: them.

“The boards shione with These offbeat sites in-
tumerous gold |mounted clude: Tobermurragh, Mur-
cups and the shields of the rogh’s Well, near the Pier
kings hung on the Walls. The Head, atthe upperend of the

town will be able to enjoyits attendants and minstrels, Canal Cut, rding to
rich, exciting history and who occupied the lower end local tradition, Murrogh,
folkiors, and conveniently of the hall, wore richly Brian Borus eldest son

get access to_local historic embroidered coats (commander of the Irish

“ Stephen Fitagerald {left), Tadgh O'Connor (centrt ) and Garry McSweeney, supporters
from “The Parish”, infuil concentration at Satur lay’s match between Shannon and Old
Crescent at Thomond Park.

‘s cathedral) is a fine,

well-preserved example of the nave of a 12th century Hiberno-Romanesgue

church. Detailed drawings of its west door and door capitals decorations are

seen as insets in the picture. It's one the several ha'(‘gq*’“—me illustrations in
ook.

Army at Clontarf] was bap-
tised at this well,
You will be easily able to
ocate Greenanlaghna {on
the fairy hill of Cragiea, out
on the Scariff road), a sun-
nitig place for the ladies of

cora.
At Bealboru in August
1690, General Patrick Sars-
field and his 500 picked
dragoons forded the narrow
lake channel and safely
reached the oppesite Tiper-
ary shore, where Galloping
Hogan, the famous Raparee:
chief and his band, greeted:
them and acted as their
guides through the Tipper-
ary highlands: and on to
Ballyneety to demolish King;
“Williams guns and amuni-
tion convoy.
Killaloe {on the County
%are shgln_nje]. and E.;Ilinla
ounty Tipperary shore),
are linked by a briclge, which
makes them like an Irish
equivalent of Buda and Pest
(Budapest, the Hungarian
capital) on the river Darube.
Sean Kierse doals most
informatively with sites on
the Biliina shore.

They include: Tem-
pleachally (about one
wilometre on the Birdhil side
of Ballina), the ruins of a

h century Romanesque
church,

Inthe centre of this ruined
church is the grave of Rev.
Fr. Patrick McKeogh, P.P., of
Ballina, who died in 1780,
aged 48. During the 1798
Rising, the local United
Irishmen {Woife Tone's fol-
towers), hid their pikes in Fr.
McKeogh's grave. The
McKeogh family still con-
tinue In Ballina as a highly
respected and energetic loc-
al business family.

Across a stream from
Teampleachally are the
rains of an old fortified

building called
Cloghaneena. lt's Gaelic
name, Cloch an Fhiona

meant “The Stone of the
Wine.” According to local
foldore, this was where
High King Brian Boru had
his wine store.

The Vikings of Limerick—
aftar their defeat by Brian
Boru — were allowed to
continue as his peaceful,
commercial subjects.
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Warned
by court
about no
Insurance

“OH DON'T de that”, a
65-year-old Clonlara man
pleaded when Justice M.
Reilly threatened him with
jail if he drove his unin-
sured car home from
Limerick Court where he
was appearing on a charge
of driving without insar-
ance.

William Torpey, Clonlara,
admitted that he had no
insurance, but pointed out that
the only way he had of corning
to court was by driving in
hinmself,

Asked by the Justice where
the car was, he replied “out-
side”, and when Justice Reilly
asked him if he was going to
drive it home to Clonlara he
asked: “Will you just let me do
that?”

“No”, said Justice Reilly,

emphatically.

Mr. Steve Coughlan, soir..
for the defendant, said that he
had a dispate with his asur
ance company [ollowing sr
secident, and he was at presen:.
{rying to get insurance.

Justice Reilly: “If he doesn’s
stop driving without insurance
Pl bave to semd him to
prisom.”’

Garda Denis 0’Cally, .,
who bad brought thesumgm
against the deferdant, offered
to drive him home, when the
Justice announced that he was
adjourning the summons for
two vreeks,

Commending Garda 0'Cal.
laghan, Justice Reilly said:
“Fhe gardat are always helpful
when they can be of assistance
and in this particular easc
Garda (’Callaghan has been
most helpful”,
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ARE YOU WORRIED?

Confidential Service committed to the
care and service of the single pregnant-
girl and her baby or women with an
un-planned pregnancy.
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