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The “Lad_v LanS:luwne has
many claims. to fame;She -was

the first paddle steamer to be.
turned out from-the Birkenhedd -

works of Laird -Brothers and
she was the first and largest
vessel o ply on Lough Derg.
She was, in fact, a larke prisoner
- —all 148 tons of herrand be
cause of her dimensions of 133

ft. in length and 17 It
breadth, had to be.:assenﬂnied
at the Xiilaloe guays. Two

great maritime engineers were
closely associated with - her.
One was John Grantham, who
introduced steam navigeticon:-to
the Shannon in 1825. and the
other was C. W. Williams, who

invented the watertight bulk-

head. g
The Lady J..,s.nsdowne wag,

built to the order of the City:

of Dublin Steam  Packet Com-
pany in 1839, Others of the.
Company’s vessels on the Shan-
non and its - lakes were the
“Garryowen,” “Lady Burgoyne;”
“Wellgsley,” “Dunally,” “Clan-
ricarde” and “Avonmore.” -The
“Garryowen,” which was builf
by Laird Brothers in 1854 for
the Lower Shannon, is said {o
‘have been the first iron steamer

. witn_ watertight bulkheads. .

Up to the time when they
ceased to operate in the late
1850's_the Lady Lansdowne and
the Lady Burgoyne supplied
the lake service Hetween Killa-
loe. and Athlone.” A hig per-
centage of their - passengers
were emigrants who met the
connecting river boat at Killa-
loe and were brought to Lime-
tick on a stage of their journey
across the Channel or the

Aflantic,
IMAGINATIVE ~
The refifting. of - the Lady

Lansdowne would be in a sense
2 move as bold and imagina-
recoristruction of

but
pact on
tourism similar to that of the

medigeval tours. i

In the edrly davs belore the
¢oming of the ‘rallways, the
boats were met by :the Bian-.
conis road service at] certain

points. The canal boats were
fitted ;with first and - -second
ciass dccommodation, and” were .

drawn' by twp horses ~which
were it charge of plctumiaucly
attired attcndanis. g
It is not genera.lly knu\\.‘
that the real pigneers of tour-
jsm in ‘this country were the
Grand Canai Company, and,
towards the end of the last
centary, the Shannon ‘Develop-
ment  Company. In the eariy
1850s one - couid travel from

| Killaloe to Dublin by canal for

4/6, ‘and from Dublin to Shan-
non Harbour for 6/6. A substan-
tial ‘breakfast could be had for
1/8, dinner for 2/2, tea or coffee
for 1/- and room for:3/3.

A notable c¢'ontribution to
tourism was made by the Grand
Canal Compénv when in 1783
they built at Sallins the st
‘of a series of hotels. Within
the following twenty years,
Lotels were provided at Rob-
ertstown, Portobellg. Tullamore
;and ‘Shannon Harbour.

The _Shannonm Déve!o')ment
~ Company- Ltd.. whose steamers
plied the famous Dulte of York
route. opéned the Lakeside
Hotel, Killaloe,~fn 1889.

THE FLEET

The Development Compsny’s
fleet, which included the Coun-
tass Cadngan, the Olga and the

week-end  that the. old_paddle
steamer, Lady Lansdowne, which for na

has lain on_the bed-of Lough- Derg,

“ and refitted, has revived memories of the days when
the Shannpon:lake steamers plied': the picturesqde’

sappointed - saloons,
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Lismwe to Tralee and
K y by rail; from
larney antry by Princ
Wales 'é te; from:- Ba
Cork and Dublin by 1
inclusive fares for
trip
2nd Class,
3rd CJE.S.‘, 47714 .-
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was comprised of
steamers *which were specially
designed and adopted to“meet
“the- requ!"emenl:s of river navi-
gation, biit the portance of |
comfortable accommodation was
not ignored. : The promensde
decks extended the entire length
of ‘the steamers. “while fore and
aft  were situated elgganrtiy-
lixuriously
plush  and |
taste. |
The “Duks of York” ro-ie on

Fairy Queen,

\.Iphc}ste.red in
draped in excellent

the Shannon  lakes. exfended AT ONé E

from® Carrick-on-Shannon to :

Limerick. To Carrick, one

travelled the -98 miles from 2

Broadstone Terminus in Dub- '—SGYS' Mg\;or FeEEE\j

lin by.th: Midland Gréat Wes-
tern Railway and, for {ocal’
exploration, a fleet lof self-drive”|
cars (of real, lige horse-power)
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