by Marie Hobbins

THE first phase of a
restoration project for
one of the city's oldest
cemeteries com-
menced this week.

St Lelia's cemetery
in
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lleely, not only

dates back to pre
Famine days but there
are grounds to believe
it was also the site of a
Round Tower, accord-
ing to Denis Leonard,
director of Limerick
Civic Trust, which is
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directing the restora-

o x
- s

tion work.

Mr Leonard told the
Limerick Post that
from & reading of an
old map in the city
museum, there is a
very strong likelihood
that the remains of a
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ed on the grounds of
St Lelia’s.

“Work on the grave-
vard will initially span a
12-month period and
our first step will be to
concentrate on sur-
face clearance., We've
been in touch with the
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National Monuments
department of the
Board of Works, and
we also have - an
archaeologist lined up

to conduct a survey,

once the surface clear-
ance work is complet-
ed.
“When completed,
his recommendations
on how to proceed will
be forwarded to the
National Monuments.
We could have blazed
a trail with this but we
want to do a very thor
ough: job and see
exactly what we can
discover about its his-

tory”.
Clir Michael
Hourigan, who first

raised the issue of
having the historic
cemetery restored and
who, on behalf of
Limerick City Couancil,
recruited the assis-
tance of the Civic Trust
in carrying out the
work, is delighted that
the project is now get-
ting underway.

“I'm particularly
pleased that we have
the expertise and guid-
ance of the Civic Trust
- their record speaks
for itself in its deliver-
ance of so many first
class restoration
works throughout the
city. St Lelia's ceme-
tery still commands
huge respect and
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the additional historic rev
elations the restora
tion project may uncov
er,” he said.

affection from
local people and it is
steeped in local histo-
ry but who knows what
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in Kileely Is undergoing a restoration project.

St Lelia's Cemetery




