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world,” said Ann. "We get
on with it, simple as that,
you have mno other
choice.”

It was only when Ann's
youngest ild, EKevin,
was six-months-old that
the medical term F e
ﬁfﬂemereﬂ the family's

Up to then, it had been
understood that the other
three children had s
cial needs. After Kevin,
now 16, was diagnosed
with Fragile X, it was dis-
covered that Sharon, now
29, was also affected by
the condition, while
Sinead, 27, and Valerie,
22, were diagnosed as car-
riers. Both daughters also
have epilepsy:

“We just thought that
they had special needs,
that was all. We didn’t
know what it was until
Kevin was born. My two
brothers have special
needs so 1 was reared
with it and [ don't take an
awful lot of notice re
to be honest with you. It

hus-
band, Martin, is brilliant.
We are a very happy fam-
ily, really and truly,” she

said.
During the day, Sharon
oes to the workshop in St

can be hard, but

oseph’'s Foundation in
Charleville, Valerie stays
at home, while Sinead has
a part-time job in Bruree.
Kevin, meanwhile ﬁoeﬂ
to the Holy Family School
in Charleville,

“They love Manchester
United and music, espe-
cially Daniel O'Donnell.
They meet him often, and
he is very good to them.
He is great with special

Kevin is not able to read
or write, but his routine
when he comes home
from school is to put on
the Daniel O'Donnell
DVD to watch Daniel, and
there isn't a word out of
him," she said. _
Sharon, meanwhile,
was the pride of the
parish last month when
she arrived home to
Bruree with a bronze
medal from the g,?i]pecial
Olympics in Shanghai.
She plmi;a table tennis,
and since she got involved
with the Special
Olympics she has been
doing well. When she
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ago from Shanghai they
had a bi rty for her in
Bruree, They brought her
over in a vintage car and
gave her a lovely award,”
said Ann. )

As well as catering to
the needs of her children,
Ann looks after her broth-
er, Michael, who requires
constant care and atten-
tion. .

“He can feed himself,
but he needs to be washed
and dressed and looked
after. He can't be left there
on his own at any stage.”

So does Ann O'Brien
get any time to herself?

“My brother in Her-

needs people in general. came home a few weeks bertstown might.call and .

leave us out, but we are
not ones reall{l for going
out. All the children
little jobs, which helps
and makes life easier
Sinead is like Mrs Buck-
et, she is al s cleaning
around, and Valerie
helps, so [ get to sit down
and watch the soaps on
the television, particular-
Iy Emmerdale,” said Ann
as she touches a locket
that hangs around her
neck.

“They are pictures of
ﬁy late sister and mother.

y sister, Mary, was a
great help to me. She was
outstanding and I miss
her. But all the neigh-
bours in Rockhill and
Bruree are outstanding.
I'm here five years and
they are outstanding peo-
El-e. Myself and Martin

ave never met anyone
like them.”

The Limerick Person of
the Month Award is joint-
Iy sponsored by the Clari-
on Hotel, Southern
Advertising and the Lim-
erick-Leader - - - 1

JP is officially Ireland’s
greatest giver to charity

By ANNE SHERIDAN

LIMERICK multi-million-
aire JP McManus is now
officially the country's
greatest philanthropist.

Omne of Ireland’s rich-
est men, Mr McManus
was named Irish Philan-
thropist of the Year at
the Community Founda-
tion for Ireland awards
this week.

The quiet man of rac-
ing said he accepted the
award “on be of the
unsung heroes”, and paid
tribute to people whose
work in the community
went unnoticed.

“We in Ireland have a
lot of philanthropy: If
you look at some many
people who give of their
time without getting any
award, taking care of our
elderly, homeless, sick
and handicapped,” said
Mr McManus.

He added that he felt
honoured to receive the
award, which recognised
the businessman for his
involvement in, and sup-
port of, many charities
throughout the country,
and particularly in his
native Limerick.

One of only two recipi-
ents at the inaugural
awards, Mr Manus was
commended by the
organisers for demon-
strating “the vision, %as-
sion and generosity that
true philanthropy is
about”.

Niall Mellon was
awarded the Internation-
al Philanthropist of the
Year for his work in
building houses for the
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ist of the Year awards, from left, Niall Mellen,
International Philanthropist of the Year; JP McManus, Irish Philanthropist
of the Year; Tina Roche, chief executive, The Community Fuun:luﬁuﬂmz;r
Ireland, and John Gallagher, feundation chairman

At the Philanth

homeless in South were decided by an inde- their current philan-
Africa. The Niall Mellon pendent judﬁf&g anel thropic activity, but also
Township Trust has built which included the recognising their ability
over 4,300 homes in Cape deputy leader of the Pro- to inspire others to think
Town and brings over ssive Democrats, Liz  big, to get involved and to
volunteers to the town- "Donnell; athlete become the philan-
ships every vear to take Eamonn Coghlan; jour- thropists of the future,”
part in the project. nalist and author Conor  said Ms Roche.,

Mr Mellon called on O'Clery and chair- The foundation, which
more Irish people to sup- woman, author Deirdre was established in 2000,
port their own local com- Purcell. helps people to engage 1n

philanthropic activity by
matching donors wit

the most deserving and
worthwhile causes

At the awards ceremo-
ny, Tina Roche, chief
executive of The Com-

munities and to get
involved with projects
overseas at any level they

can. munity Foundation for

MNominations for the Ireland, said both men throughout Ireland. To
awards were received were two highly-deserv-  date, they have made
from volunteer groups ing candidates for the rants of over €4m on
and other charitable awards. half of our donors to
organisations through- “These awards are not  hundreds of organisa-

tions throughout Ireland.

out Ireland. The winners only about celebrating

Welfare groun wins €30.000

Limerick
Leader
Fun Run

By LEADER REPORTER

THE annual Limerick

Leader Fun Run takes
ace on Sunday, Decem-
r23.

Bunners and walkers
are welcome to take part
in ﬂ-ﬁl charity d:ve:ﬁﬁ hh;
UL. proceeds w
handed over to the
Daughters of Charity in
Lisnagry Organi by
Limerick Athletic Club,
sponsorship cards are
available from any club
member or from the
Limerick Leader office,
54, O'Connell Street.
Callers must have iden-
tification.

Participants can dress
up and prizes will be giv-
en for first man, first
woman, best sponsor-
ship collection and best
fancy dress. The run
begins at 10.30am. For
further details, ph: 087-
To82122.

Hearing
clinics

THE National Associa-
tion for Deaf People has
gstarted outreach clinics
in Abbeyfeale, Ennis
and Nenagh. Clinics in
Abbeyfeale will run on
the second Friday of
each month from 1l0am
to 1pm in St Ita’s Hall,
starting December 14.
Clinics in Ennis will run
every second Wednesday
from Zpm to 4. in
the Citizen’s - Informa-
tion Centre on Bindon
Lane, Bank Place, start-
ing Wednesday, Decem-
ber 12. The Nenagh clin-
ic will started this Tues-
day and will run every
‘Iﬂesda_t.;n l‘rTgrﬂm 2pm ltIEI-
4.30pm ne Healt

Centre, h}gnagh Hospi-




