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Harney urges Foley n

TANAISTE Mary Harney has
come up with her own nomination
for the Limerick Person of the
Year—her husband Brian Geoghe-
gan! writes Mike Dwane,

The Minister for Health was
guest of honour at the event and
presented the overall award to
Munster rugby captain Anthony
Foley. .

Minister Harney recalled that
the last time she did the honours at
the awards was in 2000 when “I

would have envisaged' that Brian
Geoghegan would have won it the
following year for marrying me!”

To much laughter the Progres-
sive Democrats leader also recalled
the Limerick Leader headline of
December 8, 2001: “Former
Fairview Goalie Marries Mary
Harney.”

Mr Geoghegan, formerly of the
Ballysimon Road, has since gone
on to distinguish himself off the
field of play having served as chair-

man of FAS and IBEC’s dgirector of
economic affairs.

A regular visitor to Shannon-
side, Minister Harney said Limer-
ick had become even closer to her
heart since the wedding four years
ago.

Tongue-in-cheek, the Tanaiste
said she was delighted with all the
favourable publicity she and the
Government have been getting in
the local press ever since.

‘Minister Harney said she also
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By MIKE DWANE

ONE of Limerick’s

best-loved sons,
financier and phil-
anthropist JP

McManus, now has
a Special Lifetime
Achievement Award
to add to the Free-
dom of the City
award he picked up
five years ago.-
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where else,” she said.

But the Tanaiste added
that what struck her most
about Mr McManus was
“what an ordinary guy he
is”,

Not to be outdone by his
number two, An
Taoiseach Bertie Ahern
also sent a message of
congratulations to Mr
McMarnus.

“JP McManus holds a
special place in the hearts
of Limerick people and of
Irish people everywhere.
His extraordinary gen-

The Limerick Person of the Year, Ireland an
Foley, with JP McManus, recipient of the lifetime Ac

wished Brian could take a leaf
from the book of JP McManus, who
she presented with a Special Life-
time Achievement Award for his
generosity to charitable and volun-
tary organisations in Limerick and
further afield.

“I heard that when negative pub-
licity started appearing in the
papers about the new house that JP
was keeping the papers away from
(his wife) Noreen. I hope that Brian
can take a leaf from JP’s book and

keep the papers away from me on a
Sunday morning,” she said.

The Tanaiste also revealed that
the “former Fairview goalie” can
still get exercised by events on the
pitch and gets especially worked up
when Munster play rugby.

“I've taken the opportunity today
to warn Anthony Foley and Mun-
ster not to add to the pressures I'm
already facing in the health system
by getting people too excited,” the
Tanaiste quipped.

Au o

d Munster rugby star Anthony
hievementAward  (LL)
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Kieran MacSweeney, August award
Andrew Mawhinney, Limerick Co-Ordination Office

ot to add to the stress in the life of Brian

Before presenting “Axel” Foley
with the award, she also recalled
her early days in politics when she
often had to judge bonny babies
competitions. The tactic she then
used was to always “pick up the fat-
test baby because I thought they
were at the greatest disadvantage.”

Not to be upstaged by the wise-
cracking Tanaiste, the Munster
captain said “thanks very much
but I thought I'd actually lost
weight!”
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Limerick minor hurling team manager Y
O’Connor, and his wife, Kathleen (LL)
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for lifetime of
helping others

By MIKE DWANE
ONE of Limerick’s

best-loved sons,
financier and phil-
anthropist JP

McManus, now has
a Special Lifetime
Achievement Award
to add to the Free-
dom of the City
award he picked up
flve years ago. -

Mary Harner,r at the Lxm
erick Person of the Year
Awards at the Clarion
Ho ‘Friday in recog-
<his boundless
generﬂsﬁ}r ‘to charitable
and vﬁluntary organisa-

tions.
MuManus

But Mr

immediately said he was -

guilty to have received
the tribute, which he said
he was accepting on
behalf of those “who
work in the community
day in, day out without
getting the plaudits I do”.

“1 feel guilty because I
think there are so many
people who deserve o get
this award, who do so
much work for the sick
and the needy, the elderly,
the underprivileged and
the less fortunate people
In our society and I'm
aﬂcealjfmg this award on
beh of those people;

they are my heroes,” Mr
MecManus said.

He could have been
talking about some of the
nominees for the Person
of the Year Awards, like
Anne Curley, who has
spent over three decades
working with the youth
in the Ballinacurra
Weston / Prospect area of
the city; or Limerick sol-

~An Tanaiste Mary Hu
E‘“ *;_io JP McMa

‘ment Awmﬁ%it

dier Tony DeLoughrey
who organised the
rebuilding of a derelict
boxing club while ona UN
peacek eepmg mission in
Liberia. -

People like James
Hickey, who has donated
over 110 units of blood to
the Irish Blood Transfu-
sion Service over 30 years
and .who has quietly
organised around 100
donors in the Cahercon-
lish area; Dromcollogher
native Sr Nora Wall, 60
years in the Mercy Order
and one of the iInspira-
tional figures behind the
local refugee and asylum-
seeker support service
Doras Luimni; or Dr
Andrew Ke]l:rf, the
Raheen-based GP who has
been involved with the
Irish Red Cross since he
was 14.

“I'm fortunate,” said
Mr McManus, “that I'm in
that position where I'm
able to help. There's an
awful lot of people out
there who help in many,
many ways and they don’t
get recognised for it.”

But Limerick, too, is
fortunate that JP
McManus ‘has been in a
position to help.

Mary Dundon, Limer-
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ick Co-ordination Office,
said: “It has been esti-
mated that charities and
voluntary organisations
in Limerick have bene-
fited to the tune of some
€70m as a result of his
ﬁﬁenernmty The JP

cManus Golf Pro-Am
event, which takes place
every five years, and
which has regularly
attracted some of the
biggest names in world
golf, alone has raised over
€50m for local charities.”

Those who have bene-
fited, to name but a few,
include the Mid-Western
Hospital Development
Trust, the Daughters of
Charlty the Brothers of
Charity, Limerick Youth
Service and the Milford
Care Centre in Limerick.

The Tanaiste and Min-
ister for Health acknowl-
Limerick
would not now have its
radiotherapy centre had
it not been for JP
McManus.

“Everybody who has
been in Government over
the last number of years
has had reason to be
grateful to him. We only
wish there was a JP
McManus in Galway,
Dublin, Cork and every-
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where else,” she said.

But the Tanaiste added
that what struck her most
about Mr McManus was
“what an ordinary guy he
15“_

Not to be outdone by his
number two, An
Taoiseach Bertie Ahern
also sent a message of
congratulations to Mr
McManus.

“*JP McManus holds a

cial place in the hearts
of Limerick people and of
Irish people everywhere.
His e;-:tranrdmar},r gen-
itment and.

. vision in every one of his

many undertakings is an
inspiration to us all. He 1s
a shining example of how
we can use our talents
and resources in a way
that positively benefits
those around us,” the
Taoiseach said.

Joe Gleeson, managing

director of the Limerick

Leader, co-sponsots with
the Clarion Hotel and
Southern Advertising,
said: “I first met JP some
three yvears ago and in the
course of conversation
with him we established
we had a few things in
common.”

“We shared the same
initials, JP; we went to
the same school, CBS Sex-
ton Street; and we also
had the same teacher,
Bryan McMahon, who
incidentally is a brother
of Ciaran (Mac Math-
1na), one of today’s nomi-
nees,”

“Now unfortunately for
me all similarities with
JP end at this point but I
am Keeping my fingers
crossed,” said Mr Glee-
son, before handing over
to the Tanaiste to present
the award.

Mr McManus received
two standing ovations
from the 125 guests who
attended the ceremony.
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The Limerick Person of the Year, Ireland nndMunﬂer rugby star Anthony
Foley, with JP McManus, recipient of the lifetime Achievement Award (LL)

Limerick minor hurling team manager Timm

O’Connor, and his wife, Kathleen (LL

JP McManus, recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award, with An Tanaiste Mary Harney, and Kay McGuinness and Dave O'Hora,

Southern Advertising, sponsors

Majella O’'Rourke, wife of December award winner Ger, with
Maggs O'Rourke and Nora O'Rourke (LL)

Mnnlhly uwurd winner James HH:'(E}' with his wife, Betty, and

Aileen Brown (LL)

Joe Gleesun, munngmg dlre:rur, I.:men-:k Leader, sponsors,
with JP McManus, recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award,
and January award winner Pairick Collison (LL)

e

e A Y e

il (et Wl b B e S L e et o e = 0 B T B e g ¢

o LT

LN



	jpmcm008a
	jpmcm008b

