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HE is one of the best
known and wealthiest men
in the world. And nexi
week, JP McManus will be
in the news agoin when
some of the word’s top
golters and celebrilies play
in his chority lournament in
Adare. Llimerick Leader
deputy editor EUGENE
PHELAN met P at his
home at Martinstown, Kil-
mallock

The sultan -
of golf

- swing tees
up world’s

IRA w fully commit to political
action onl
H's nol he
IRA “dishanding” =n we have 1o
find other ecuphemisms which
might be aceeplable 1o poople
can contemplale and commit the
most unspeakahle acts.

We have been told sinee then
heari told the TRA's 1500 active
“"soldiers” are consualling one
another, We know nol when (hey
will deign to tell us what they have
decided. But there is a suggestion
in Gewermment cireles thal soime.
s oy OF obouin July
i, so-called *Dromeree Sunday™

."rle-anwhtie. many of ©s wil
wateh the “marching sesson™ with
apprelensten. In 1
stances it 5 easy for divisions o
the non-lRASSF ale

POLITICS

with JOHN DOWNING

and each time bravely renewed
together the difficult search for a
il too much t sottlemment,

thoughts to each other

THOR.
The guestion 8 wheiher their
hts are mow ddentical or, as

a4 Daeeiary por
w-

add vp merely to agree

suTe 0f eventa puts s
SUmple. erims. the TRA sodl Thel

¢ l0rms and their
sinn Fein buddies have the
‘two nations, All main-
demoeratic polit-
lands have waitcd

for a stolu-

And this time, elght vears after
the signing of the 1988 Good Eri-
A ﬁ,mm'ilm' there ks more than

weariness amongst
a whole raft of  ties at Loinster ﬂuuu w?&“ﬂﬁ
legisiation with ltle or nodebate.  possible exce af Sinn Fein.
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thing mayv ¢

with British and I:g
EU
elans in these s¢ clreum-
nearly three m
ment from the [RA declaring a
commitment to operate sololy by
democratic and peaceful methods
It was on Wedn
|nst that Gerry Adams moade a pub-

Blair and Bartle
Ahern hotd a briel meeting in Lon-
and don, The two leaders meet so
a bi and have discussed the same ve
subject, Northern Ireland, with
much intensity over the vears

The Leatié

arlsa amon
menis in this complex

For o Dublin and
giick 1o the same simple me
b Gerry Adams, Sinn

have worked

Suflerad o suc

sethacks together.
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shilly-shallying, This tlme every.
one needs a complete and credihle
end to the campatgn of violence,
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ey i gresnest wing o
Flapmn FalL are on this ona
paint. Blair and Abern have their
own faws and diffieuliles. B
thalr track rocord on the North is a
tribute 1o both of them,

I should alzo be 2 surong hint to
the IRA to reply withowt further
delay (On many occasions (hey
have managed to play both sidos of
the stpepl and make considerable
Edlns for the movement &8 a whole

Bul those days are definjtively
pone now. The TRA has anly ong
E:h'ﬂi:ili'l_!h choice: to stand down or
nol. Clarity at least has finally
been achieved. Tt only remains 1o
he seen whether we can get a con-
S o
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VE years ago in a tent al
Limerick Golf Club, Tiger
Woods was asked why, with
all his commitments, did he come
i play in & polf tournament In
Limerick. “lt is simple,” he
lied. “JP. We came here for JB
vorid golf stars sought on cvery
continent, including Roberl
Allenby, Robert Apl';ﬂ#h:; and David
Ihival. sll nodded {n agreemaent.
OF course, 1t is only mﬂ&mm
Hrilliant organisation, and the foct
that they know JI a5 a frend, is
why they came (o a IDUrnament in
:|1|1h|c9 they had hardly ever heard

(119

This year they are all coming
back and bringing some friends as
woll. Yes, the JP McManus Invita.
jonal Pro-Am at Adare Hotel &
C:olf Resort has made it as a show.
case for world class goll

JP is relaxed, despite the busy
I.uulbrl-urp to the event, and pushes
eredit for s success on (o others,

“Vaah," he says nonchalantly, “I
have plaved with Trﬁer, Davis
Lowve, Fred Couples and they are
all coming.™ in @ part explanation
as 1o why the stars will be in Adare
next week

This time around, JP has not
only lined up Thger Woods but a

ethorm of world stars, Inclwding

rﬂle Els arh!lll_l]a\.'ii I{?W,E;. whﬂ
wi ay poll next Mon an
T“%‘!r:l;y at Adare Manor Hotel and
Golf resart,

%o how does he do it?

“Players attract players,” is JP's
modest answer: I helps, you tm
get a_knock-on effect, and they
COme

P wns brought up in
Bﬂlﬁ}‘shﬂdmﬁl' Limerick
Goll Club. weni 1o Lim:
erick CBS, Sexton Street. and

worked on the construction of his
pow homte at Martinstown A5 a

YOUNE mMan.
While walking around his
Emmrds e + ] am sorry 1
fd notdo a b."

He has & sense of humour and a
guick retor? to questions

A sucerssful career in gambling.
i which he has matde millions,
has been supplemented by buge
success in carrency trading

And while his present home s
impressive, it is nothing o the
massive mansion which 15 cur-
rently bolng completed adjacent 1o
his home.

Sitting in one of the expansive

signed
the lyrics from

rooms At Martinstown you cannot
help but be impressed.

Stafl outslde in the stables coan
be heard having A laugh; the hell-
copter 1S E in the corner and
ﬂmqrm' impreasive.

What do we spot in the corner af
the room? Paintings. But not any
Etntl These are the works of

tor Deighan and they will be
auctioned next ot the Pro-
Am Dinner in Adare Manor Hotel.
Mon’t think of bidding: not uniess
you kave a million duro or 1Wo o
spare.
~The original palntings are
impressive. One Is of Tiger Woods
on his own and other includes
Tlge:r and JPs great riend Mark
O'Meara. Another painting which
will be of great interest is the one
entitied Hyder Cup Heroes It
shows Paul MeGip Barren
Clarke and Padraig Harrington
after winning the Ryder Cup.

But there will be many more
interesting items for auction,
including an Aston Martin DB9, a
If with Jodie Kidd a

ya
fo's Bono and his
jacket that he wore that night. Last
time at Limerick Golf Club,
between the golf and the very suc-
cessful auction at a celebration
dinner around £15m --almost
f_mm—m raised for local chari-
ies.

1 waz one of those fortunmte to
witness the amazing auction after
the dinner. conducted in a spe
pially construcied dome at Adare
Manor. Everyons wis i
the money spent at the auction.

A round of ﬁrll with T
Woods ond Mark O'Meara went
El.4m A Enlmingn{ the late golfer,

tewar! also sold for
IRE1.4m, A pair of Manchester
United tickets fetched £25,000, and
a signed soccer ball feiched
£25.000. A palr of season tickets for
wimbiledon ratsed £70,000.
The auction made more than
ém. This time round, the
ts that even more will be raised.

Sﬂwhmduullnmimnm

the JP Pro-Am? He some-
what sidetracked the ques-
tion, but he did make the following
comment: “What | will say s that
it would cost & lot more if | had 10
pay the 500 volunteers, plus all the
others, who come oul and help”
%0 what is the target this time?
“The target 15 10 do as well as we

wiWe (irst ran an Am-Am in 19687
for CAT-Scan mu;rmem in the

Limerick Region | think it
have been one of the first

ight
goll classics, 10 be honest.” he
reca

1ls.

"Wa real su . There
were nn%t l.‘ﬂ!'hl’i'tiﬂ in those
days. Those playing paid a thou-
sand punts 3 team, which was s lot

In 1680, JP held his first Pro-Am
i pot until 1995 thm It

3

mﬁm:.rﬂ Empﬂcmﬂﬁm;“ Paul
Hu:ﬁ%‘r m Harrington
have all supported the evenl

And this year, an added bonus 1s
that Michael Campbell, who won
the US Open in Pinehurst, will all

atiract the

could not have made this writer

fiee] miore welcome.
He won't be playing golf in the

Pro-Am.

*| would prefer to meel the peo.
ple and it that way,~ he says

A total of 8,600 golers wied to
qually to play with the star golfers
guch as r, and already, through
those qualifiers, €1.3m has been

rajsed.

With crowds of 20,000 each day
some feel it might be too miich for
these amateurs—that they might
let the occaston get to them.

But not JB

“1 think any ﬁ those guys who

went throw e qluﬂ will
have ne problem at all. If they can
go thro those qualifiers they
will be able for it,” he says.

It is not just the professbonal
golfers in the line-up who will
crowids to Adare,

WE first ran an Am-Am in 1987 for
CATScan equipment in the Limerick
Regional. | think it might have been
one of the first golf classics, fo be hon-
est. We got great support. There were
no greal celebrifies in those days.
Those playing paid a thousand punts
a feam, Whijl was a lot of money

be taking part again
“He 15 a great su
evenis,” JP of
Asked it was lrue that he
land

rier u:l'qur

thon.

P is not into giving long.
convoluied answers fk con-
ducts his interview llke &

clever r player—giving litte

away. However, he ks an extremely
pleasant and genial host, and

Soccer star Michael Owen who
plays for Real Madrid and who pre-
viously lined out with Liverpool
will be coming, as will former
Celtic manager Martin O'Neill:
Match of the Day presenter Gary
Lineker. and Alan Hansen, the for-
mer Liverpool player and now tele-
vision soceer val.

Other coming include champion
jockey Tony McCoyw along with
Christy Roche, John Francome,
Ken Doherty, Conor O'Dwyer, Tom
Taffe and John Magnier

“We were just looking at it and
we have 13 major winners who

:hm: between them won 27

~ sakd JP
In addition, 1 plavers who have
med Eu ar the US in
the Rvder Cup, will play
Allof the inoume taken inon the
day from the sale of merchan-
dise—whatever It may be, whether

an umbrulls or other items of golf

pear—wlll go to over 30 nominated
charities in the Mid West.

“It all goes in its entirety to the
chari e, JI* siresses.

GRSES, foothall, polf and
gambling are just some
the many felds synony-
mows with the name JP McManus,
Bt the man is not abowt to divalge
anv of the secrets of his success.
"hen asked about how many
horses he has in training. JP has a
Laugh: ~Too many slow ones.”
m.:,n how many have you n train-

“Too many, that's all | will sax”
he grins.

And what about flat racing Why
has he never bothered to got
irvolved?

«[ ean't afford t.” he laoghs
again.

The rval reason, he concedes, is
his Jove of jump racing.

So how about the big question—
the one that has sparked the inter-
et of even the mnst impartial
ohservers of soccer? Has he any
regrets over the whole Manchester
United saga, the saga that has
unfolded when ke and his friend
John Manger sold thelr Z8.7 per
cent stake in the football club 1o
'S sports tycoon Maloolm Glager?

“1 would, if I'd lost monex”™ he
taughs, before wrning more seri-
ous. “H's all part of 1ife, but jLs
over now 1 wont be getting back
L“I-I

You alwnyvs said that you were in
United for an investment”

*| never said much. 1 was quoted
as saving things.” he replies.

Are vou glad that it is all over
now’?

A nod and a smile is his only
reaponse

i%a hupe GAA [an. He was
at the hurling and football
champlomship sgames In

which Limerick played against

Tipperary and Kerry respectively
and waz impressed. He felr that
both sides did well

f.uckily for Limerick County
Board. their suceess on the field is
not taken into account as far as the
£5m he presented to them recently
is concerned

“| was impressed with what they
were doing with the Gaelie
Grounds and thelr plans for the
future. Thal was the reason,” he
oxplains,

We go onto talk about the £50m
he propased donating o the Gov-
ernment towards a natonal st
dium, ~Sure, | was disappointed
with the way it went ™

So tlid he feel that he got uniair
media criticism afterwards?

"1I'Iht'm was 3 mixed reaction o
it,” he i

%0 do the media give him a tough
thme?

1t i A fnirly difficult question.
bt by and large, the medis s fade”

he sayvs.

%o will he have apother golf
fundraiser bn 20107

“Evon when we did the one
2000 we safd wo would walt and see
with the lads if we should do
another. [ think we will wait and
reflect aftor this,™ he says.

The highlight of meeting JP lor
me came at the end of our inler
view After artist Peter Curling
arrived— with a magnificent patnt
ing depicting the hundred or mare

ple involved in the goll eveni,
rom JP to Eddte Jordan: Padraig
Harrington o Terry McCann-
go an invite 1o meet the great
[siabraq.

One of the test race horses
al all time. the winner of three
champlon hurdles in a row is fond
of visitors. However, as JP pointed
out, It's no good arriving empty
handed. So it was up to the howse
to gel a few rosy app

I put my hand s a litile mer
veusly, but rhere was no aeed for
anxtely—the beautiful animal
picked the apple and licked the
remains from my

“That w0 him is like having 3
nice glass of wine in the svening.”
JP amys.

It was a pleasure in pour [or
[stabraq.
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