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THE JEWS [N LIMERICK

THE OINTMENT has amazing he

YOUNG RAHILLY'S IMPRISONMENT

MEMORIAL TO THE LORD LIEUTENANT

PROTESTANT BISHOP’S: RECENT UTTERANCES

CONDEMNED BY LIMERICK CORPORATION

A requisition having been presented to the
Mayor, his Worship summoned a special meeting
of the Whole House Commistee of the Limerick
Corporation on Wednesday night for the purpose
of adopting & memorial to the Lord Lieutenant on
behalf of the youth, John Rabilly, who was at the
@iiy Petty Sessions on this day week gentenced fo
ona month's' imprisonment, without the option of
a fine, on & chargs of having assaulted Rev Mr
Leyin, Chief Rabbi of the Jowish Comwmunity, by
siriking bim ‘with a gione in the baot The fol-
lowing is & eopy of the requisiticm preseated fo
the Mayor :

* To nure Riaar WorsaIrFuL, M Dowxermw, Mavor
—We,the undersigned members of the Corporation,
respeoifully request you to oall aspecial meeting at
gour gariiast conveniengs to presentis memorial-to

is Excellenoy the Lord Lisutenant om behalf of
John Rahilly, of Carey’s-road, who wad genfenced
on Friday, 155k instant, to one month’s imprison-
ment—Signed,

“T J Prendergast, Alderman ; Daniel
M*‘Neice, Alderman 3 John O'Brien,
Alderman ; Joseph Ryan, B € ; Michael
Murphy, B Q; John Slattery, B O ;
Charles Johnson, B ©.”

At the meeting on Wednesday night the Mayor
presided, and the other members present were :—
Aldermen T Prendergast, D M*Neice, John Daly,
John:0'Brien, P M*Donnell ; Conucillors C John-
son,- P O'Malley, J Sheahan, C Ryan, J Barry,
J P;-J Guinane, JP; J Ryan, J Bradshaw, J
Dalton, ‘M M-‘Inerney; R “Walsh, J Shanahan, J
Blattery, W Clune, J Kelly, M. Murphy, M Leahy,
T Donnellan, B Nash, soligitor 3 P Dooley, J Has-
sett, M Prendergaat.

Mr Killeen, Assistant Tewn Clork, having read
the requisition.and ciraular convening the meeting,

The Mayor said he was prepared fo receive any
resolution dealing with the memorial,

Mr Barry said be baggad to propose-- That wa,
the County Borough Council of Limerick, in whole
house commiftes assembled, desire in the skrongest
manuner o supporf the prayer of the memorial now
being got up, and we appeal to his Excelleacy,
the Lord Lieutenant, to exeroige
olemenoy and prerogative in thig case,
which we believe is one in which, when
his Hxcelleney is made aware of tho
faots, we have no doubt will be dual
wiih by his Exsellency in & humane manner, gon-
gidering the youth of the prisoner.” Ho (Mr
Baney) thought on account of the boy's age—baing
noder fifteen years—that when the Lord Lisu.
tenant was made aware of the facts he would see
his way 1o re'ease the lad, He was sure there
wae no member of the Jouncil, aor any citizen, no
matter what his creed, who would not denounaa
violenge tawards the Jews,- He hoped the memo-
rial wou d have the desired’ effact, and that the
oity would continue in the peacenble econdifion if
had been in upto the present.

Mr Johnson seconded the resolation. Hs kasw
the boy to be a most respsctable little lad who
would be most unlikely to offer any violeace to the
Jewa or anybody else, bu' even it ha had done g0
he belived he was sufficieatly puunished already,
and it would be & very good means to restore the
good will the Jews were 80 anxious abous, if
the Lord Lisutenant exercised his clemency ia tha
oage. To sze thatlitile boy cloibed thak vary day
in cenviet’s garb, and removed out of tha city
would bring tears t0 one’s eyes, His poor mother
was much to be sympathised with and her famiky
in the ecircumstances. Again he would say thaf
ik was most unlikely that thiz respectable litle
boy merited punishment such as was meeted out
to him,

The Mayor said they all sympathised with the
objeet of the resolation, not alons the Councillors
present, but almost the entire body of the citizans,
The punishment mated out in this case was rafher
severe, especially faking into aooount the youth of
that boy. He hoped when proper representation
was made that it will have the desired effat. Ela
dec'ared the resolution passed unanimously. Con.
tinuing, he said there 7was a far more serious
guaestioa than thi pergonal aspess in this muftar,
which, arising out of the gondition of things, was
far and away more imp rtant to the well. being and
good nama of the oity «f Limeriok. Correspon-
dence had been going on [or some time which was
highly detrimental to the inturests of the city,
and it was tims that. gome one would give expres-
sion. to the opinion as to the veal faots of
the case. It ‘had been said that s oer.
tain community in the ity had been
perseouted. There was no religious persecation
going on in. Limerick as regards the Jews—ihe
questionol religion does not enter or arise into
the matter. The only objection o the Jews was
their asurious methods of dealing, and, ag a con-
sequence, the hardships inflicted by them on #he
poor peopie of Limerick, whether the poor were
Catholics or-of any other religion did not matter,
There was no violenos beiag offazed to bha Jews in
Limerick-—there was no combinsation Bgaingt
thein, and the statements mads in court and ap
pearingin some seotions of the Press as to assaulis
committed on Jews were unfounded and untrue.
There was no doubt ons or two cases may arise
whera " individuals were concerned in acis of
violence, bui thoss would arise, and had arisen,
and would continue to arise, he would daresay,
until the end of time in the best regulated com-
munities, He could say, without fear of contra.
diction, that presently the place and orderliness
and good conduct of the citizsns of Limerick had
pever bsen surpassed in any period of its existencs
(hear, hear). The usual reaords at Omartar

hige

Creagh. He (Mr Johnson) did not think t!
Bishop Bunbury’s action should be allowed ps
unnotficed by the Corporation. He gesmingly h

taken his whole cue from the Chief Rabbi, and

the Chief Rabbi said several of the *hings Dr Bu
bury stated in his spesch, he said & good many u
truths which he eould not sust:in. In one portit
he stated that the Jews were not charging

more than the ghopkeepers _in  Bimeric
Well, the Jews were charging & high per cent mc
than the dearest house in Limerick for their good
Everybody know that. - In another-portion of |
Bunbury's speech. he said that the Chief Bak
informed him that the Jaws could nef al:.mrga §
much for toa because they-did not deal in tea

all.  ‘Well, hundreds of peopls In Limerick kn
that the Jews did sell tea, and were Ea!liug_li‘, B
charged more than the dearest houss in Limeri
for ifi

Mayor—They will have to put on 2da 1b mo
now (laughter). .

Mr Johnson--I don't see: what right this wve
sleek bishop has to be a'tacking the city.
far as I can gee the chief thing he does ig to du
his salary and atiack and slander his fello
countrymen. He knows very listle about Limeri
or its requirements. It would be better for hi
turn hig attention to his own co-religionists, son
of whom were not near his church for twen
years. He does not know that they are there |
all. He seems fo give more attention to us the
to them. (RER i

Mr King—With reference-fo the question of tk
Jews irading in tes, I had & conversation with tw
ladies who in the past had got tea fcom the Jews.

.Mr Prendergast—I saw the Jews gelling tea, s
there is no question that they are salling i,

Me Johmson—Bo mush for the truth of th
Rabbi on*whose evidence young Rahilly was con
vioted,

Alderman M‘Neice—This meeting was SULG
moned to deal with the ease of the boy, Rahilly
and Ido not ges why we should go into th:
merits of Bishop Bunbary. I ‘think it has beer
fullyand well answered by the local Press. |

Mr Johuson—Yon have not read the circular.
I states ** It is also considered desirable to avail
of the occasion to refute certain statemente
injurious fo the character and good nams of ‘the
citizens of Limeriok that have resenily been given
‘to the public.”

Mayor—This meeling was called . to save time
with regard %o the case of the boy. Of courge you
could congider auy quastion that would arise.

gpecial meeting,

Mr Johnson—Suro this is & special mesting.

Alderman. M‘'Neice—The requisition I signed
was in reference to the boy.

Mr Johngon—I saw it deawn up, and the other
subject was in it.

Mr Prendergast—A cruel wrong and an injustice
has been done to +he citizans of Limerick. I have
seen these people (the Jews) passing through
various parls of the city, and I never saw then
offended, or never saw anyone assault them )
think there has been a terrible lot of wrong done
our paople, and I balieve it ha3 baen purpose'y don
with the objsctof getting money for these paople.
Mr Bheahan said he agreed with what Me Pren
dergast had said. He saw the Jews going throug
the strests and lanes, and never saw ther
molested.

Mr Clune—Did you get anyihing from them
(Laughter,)

A Member —It is & good job he did not.

Mayor—This requisition was signed and give
to me,and in order to save time—as the next mee
ing of the Corporation would mot be held until b
25th —I convened this meeting of the:Whole Houe
Committee, which iz practically a meeting of tb
Oorporation of Limerick. We have passed & resc
lution here to-night unanimously in favour of th
boy (Rahilly). The memorial will be sent to th
Lord Lieu enant on to-mortow. We have don
things to-night as effectively as if we had waite
for the 25ih. I have referred to the statement
mado by an ecclesiastie of high posifion in th
Church. If there is any gentieman not satisfie
with my statement I am in your hands, and an
prepared to receive a resolution.

Alderman M‘Neice—I am entirely satisfied witt
your syatement. I think you bave fully refutes
the statements made with regard to the feeling:
against she Jews. You -uid there was gross
misrepresentation of facts. 1 am sore the
members endorse eyerything you said, I am
porfectly satisfied that your gtatement is an
abgolute refutation of what has been said wish
regatd to the oity, I am sure thab every fair-
‘minded man will agree wiih the s:ntement made
by you.

Alderman O’Brien—I accept your statement and
exonerate you from all blame for not being present
on last Friday.

Alderman M‘Neice—The Mayor has made a
giatement vindicating the caaracser of the cisizens
of Limerick,

Mr Johuson—I think there should be & resolu-
tion on the matter.

Mcr. Donnellan said the chief point they had to
consider was ths statement pus forward by =
learned ecclesiastic outside the city of Limerick ag
regards its inhabitants. The! all regretted the
uss of intemperate language by any' person,
whather a High Church dignatory or the poorest

 subjedt of the Empire, but the one chief point in

the whole circumstances of tha ocnge ‘they all
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think it would be out of order to enter into it now, |

Mr Leahy—I-think it would be befter call a |
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wae no member of the Qouncil; aor any citizen, no
mafier what his creed, who would noi denounse
violenge.towards the Jews,~ He hoped the mema-
rial wou'd have the -desired’-effect, and that the
city would coniinue in the peaceable condition it
had been inup.fo the present. -

Mr Johnson sesonded the resolation. He kasw
the boy fo be a most respsctable little lad who
would be most unlikely to olfer any violeace to the
Jaws or anybody elss, but even if ha had dons so
he believed he was sufficieatly punished already,
and it would be & very good means to restore the
good will the Jews were so anxious ambout, if
the Lord Lieutenans exercised his clemanay ia the
oage. To sse thatlitile boy cloibed that vary day
in cenviet’s garb, and removed out ef the city
would bring tears to one’s eyes, His poor mother
wa# much to be sympaihised with and her famiky
in the oircumstances. Again he would say that
ik was most unlikely that this respectable litle
foi i:;narited punishment such as was meeted out
o him,

The Mayor said they all sympathised with the
ohject of the resolation, not alone the Councillors
presont, but almost the entire body of the citizans.
The punishment mated out in this case was ragher
severe, especially taking into account the youth of
that boy. He hoped when proper represenmtation
was made that it will have the desired effect. Ha
dec'ared the resolution passed unanimously. Coo-
tinuing, he said there Jwa# a far more gerious
guestiva than tha pesasnal aspess in &his mussar,
which, arising out of the gondition of things, was
far and away more imp .rtant to the well being and
good nama of the city «f Limerick. Corregpon-
dence had been going on for some time which was
highly defrimental to the intwrests of the city,
and it was tims that. some one would give expres-
sion: to the opinion as fto the real facts of

the ocase. It -had been said that a cer-
tain community in the e¢itly bhad been
porsecuted. There was mo religious persecution

going on in: Limerick a3 regards the Jews—ihe
guestionol religion does nof enter or arise into
the matter.. The only objection so the Jews was
thejr usurions methods of dealiug, and, as a con-
sequenee, the hardships inflicted by them on #ae
poor people of Limarick, whether the poor were
Oatholics or:of any other religion -did not matier.
There was no violenge beiag offz:ed to the Jews in
Limerick—there was no combination againgt
thews, and the statements mads in oourf and ap
pearingin some seations of the Press as to assaulis
committed on Jews were unfounded and untrue.
There was no doubt ons or fwo cases may arise
where individuals were goncerned in acts of
yiolence, bui thoss wounld arise, and had arisen,
and would continue to arise, he would daresay,
until the end of time in the best regulated com:
munities. He could say, withouf fear of contra-
diction, that presently the place and orderliness
snd good conduct of the citizens of Limerick had
* pever.been surpassed in any period of its existencs
(bear, hear). The usual records at Quarler
Sessions and Assizes was white gloves for the
Qouaty Court Judge and the Judge of Assizae.
The list of orime at apy time was very smull con-
gideriog the impartance of the city of Limerick,
its population, and othar causes It was a very
lamen able state of things, and one which he
referred to with very deep regret, to find the city
traduced. Thera had beea &b all times the best,
the most friendly, and mos§ goodnatured feslings
pntert:ined between the different denominations in
the city of Limerick, and he would regard it asa
calamity anything that would disturb
that good feeling and friendship and
brotherhood that had besen so long and well
maintained betweea the members of the different
creeds in Limerick. It was regretiable that a very
high ecclesiastic should have made reference in &
ceriain place to a condifion of things as said fo be
existing in Limerick, and which it was nol, within
the power of any man, no matier how imporfans,
to find fault or cavil with. There might bs undse-
currents ak work got up for special purpases to
digturb the peace of the ciy, but he hopel the
good sense of the citizens would be sufficient to
counteract any such evil influences, and that shay
would not permit any oonsideration to tarnish
the good name of Limerick. They were well aware
that from time to time individuals, to serve a pur-
pose and to misreprésent a locality—aye, to mis-
represent a nation—used language disparaging and
derogatory to their ng:lmon country. These in-
oidents were so frequéni in their history that rxeally
for u long time he did nok take any notice of what
was being enacted in their midsi—he had thought
that they were of the usual every day ocourrence
enacted in all large cemmunisies ; bul now sesing
that statements had been circolated in
the English Press, and in the Press broadoast
generally, the plain trushs as o the condition of
things in Limerick should be made known. Hsa
wag proud as Mayer of Limerick that the peace
and good conduct of ite citizens were & credit to
any community in the world (bear, hear). It was

with fee.ings of very great pleasure to find during

his term of offive, having recourse as he had to all
olagses in the city, the cifizens of ali creed working
harmoniously and well together, and he hoped is
would remain ever so. It was a very serious
matter for anyone, no matter who he might be, no
matter how high his dignity mighs be, to do any-

thing or say anything against the interesis of oar

common city (hear, hear).
Alderman O’Brien said he was sorry he was not
in for the Majyor's remarks. He wished to say as

the'originator of the meeting he was sorry the
members of the Corporation were forced to come
togotherthat evening on such & matter. He had
nothing to say against Mc Hickson, but he was of
the opinion that young Rahilly shou'd be given the

plion of & fine.

Mr Guinanegaid he thought Alderman O'Brien

was ouf of order.

The Mayor explained that what they were now
dealing with was the memorial they infended
sending to the Lord Tieutenant asking his Exeel-
lency to use his prerogative fo release young

Rahilly.

Alderman O’Brien—I bow to your degision, Mr

Mayor.

memorial.

** (Guinane—The Mayor and Town Clerk can

hall of the Coxporation.

m said he underatood that & resolution

.. proposed condemning Bishop Bunbury
attack he madeon the city, and for the lan-

ig used, which was insulling to the people

ag ity and $o their most respecied Natber

¥

rgBarry—I would suggest that the names of
the members present should be atiached to the
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gpecinl meeting.

Mr Johnson—Sure this is & special meeting.

i Alderman. M'Neice—The requisifion I signed
wag in refersnce to the boy.

Mr Johnson—I saw it drawa up,and the ofher
subject was in if.

Mr Prendergast—A crusl wrong and an injustice
hag been done to :he oitizans of Limerick. I have
seen these people (the Jews) passing through
various parts of thecity, and I never saw ther
offended, or never saw anyone assault shem ]
think there has been a ierrible lot of wrong done t:
our paople, and I balieve it ha3i baen purpose'y don
with the object of getting money for these paople,
Mr Sheahan said he agreed with what Mr Pren
dergast had said. He saw the Jews going throug
the ptrests and lanes, and never saw fther
molested.

Mr Clune—Did you gef any:hing from them
(Laughter.)

A Member —It is a good job he did not.
Mayor—This requisition was sigoed and give
to me, and in order to save lime—us the next mee
ing of the Gorporation would -not be held until thb
25th —I convened this meeting of the'Whole Hons
Committee, which is practically a mesting of th
Corporation of Limerick. We have passed & resc
lution here to-night unanimously in favour of th
boy (Rahilly). The memorial will be sent to th
Lord Lieu enant on to-morrow. We have don
things to-night as effeclively as if we had waite
for the 25th. I have referred to the statement
made by an ecclesiastio of high position in th
Church. If there is any gentleman not satisfie
with my statement I am in your hands, and an
prepared to receive a resolution.

Alderman M‘Neice—I am entirely satisfied witk
your statemens. I think you bave fully refuted
she statements made with regard to the feelingt

against she Jews. You :u1d thera was gros:
misrepresentation of facts. 1 am sure the
members endorse eyerything you said. [ am

perfectly satisfisd that your statement is an
absolute refutation of what has been said wiih
regard to the city. I am sure that every {fair-
:minded man will agree with the siafement made

by you.

Alderman O'Brien—1I acceph your statement and
exonerate you from all blame for not being pressni

on last Friday, 1
Alderman M‘Neice—The Mayor hag mads 8
giatement vindioating the coaracser of the eivizens

of Limerick,

Mr Johuson—1I think there should be & resolu-
tion on fhe matter.

Mr. Donnellan said the chief point they had to
consider was tha statement pus forward by &
learued ecclesiastic outside the city of Limerick as
regards its inhabitants, They all regreited ihe
use of intemperate language by ‘any: person,
whather a High Ohurch dignadory or the poorest
gubject of the Bmpire, but the one chief point in
the whole circumsiances of the case they all
regrettad was that| the rev gentleman who made
use of these remarks prejudicizl to the interests of |
the oity should take kis information from & con-
taminated source,should take from the people|
who were deoply interesied in the marger, the Jews, |
who were uslng,in @ sense, the langasge of hyper- i |
bole, making uss ol expressions oufside the
truth, or enlarging - on the  truth. D
Bunbury, he was sure,” would willingly be very
slow to make use of theze remarks if they wer
not conveyed to him, mud ihe ciiizeus deepl
regretted that he was lad into ervor. As Iar as th
Jews in Limerick were cuncerned, he was ono of]
those whe fully b:lieved their presence in fhe city
was not needed, bcoause it came under his im
mediste notice in the vicinity in which he live
thaf the statement puf forward that the Jewsf
charged but a small percentsge was not the
truth. The Jews charged 100 per ceat o his ownd
individual knowlodge.

Alderman O'Brien—200 in some cases.

Mr Doonellan—And I am thoroughly act
quainted with ibe fact of what I state. This is
not in any seass a quaskion of religious dispute.

M Prendergasi—Nor is it.

Mr Donneliun—Thers was one chief point thej
had & right to consider, and that was that thd
Jewish people were trading usuriously with the
people, and they us oilizens of Limerick ought t
and would resent shat. Why? The Jews wer(
living in the ciiy as a colony amongst themselves
trading and dealing amongst themselves, whil
the poor Irish people were walking the streefs idle
and going to America (0 seek their fortune. ThdEss
Jews came there as an independent colony f*
mauke a livelibood, and did it, and he held the}
ought not to be encouraged. . Statements Wty

made as te the orgioation of this who!
subject, and & rev geatleman they alf
respeated — Rev  Father Creagh — had heer}

brought into it. He believed the statemsen
Father Ureagh put forward were not uzed in any
songe from the religious point of view, but merely
ag to commercial aftitude affecting the eity of
Limerick—the well being of the poor and the
¢isizans — particularly of the poor He would
say, and emphasize the sta'ement, tha
these Jews should not be permiited to trade in the
city of Limerick Ha hoped they had heard the lag
of it, and regretted Bishop Bunbuery was led into
the error of accusing the people of Limerick of
doing acts t‘hay'ware notigailey of.
Mr Prendergast said .when Dr Buabury was|
eleated Bishop they had passed a resolution con
gratu aling him, and they had nothing but the
mos$ kindly feelings towards him then.: Bishop
Bunbury was then most pleaging to tho'people asa
Christian gentleman, and solong us-he! did noswin
terfere he would always continue toba! the ‘same
That friendship and fellowship: they were pre
pared to extend to any Chrislian map, no ‘matte
who he might be, but Dr Bunbury had goneiout
side his duty in censuring the citizens of Limerick,
inregard to this Jewish question. He had gond
beyond his duty inignorance of the aciual facts o
the case—he had gone to an exteni he had nd
right to, and he should be censured for it, - _,
The Mayqr said he hoped that any money due t§
the Jews by any citiz:n woald be paid to them. Hg
had considerable experience in the Court of Clon
saience, and had always deili wiw the Jews as he
did with $he Gentiles. He had meted out tho sams
measure of justice, acaording to his conscience, tc
the Jews as he did o his own fellow-citizens, He
would continue fo do that, and he hoped  that any
money owed to the Jews would be paid to them.
My Leahy said he wished to refor to & matter s
to Jewish charges for goods. He wus zpeaking the
previous night to a Protestant gentleman, who
deeply regrevted the language used by Bighoy




