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THE superior of the
Redemptorist
Community in Limerick,
Fr Dan Baragry, ‘this
week hit back at sugges-
tions that one of their
order, the late Fr Creagh,
was “evil” and responsi-
ble for the “pogrom™ -in
the city in 1904, .

“1 would just like to say

again ‘that we regret any .
- permission to carry our a

hurt to the Jewish commu-
nity in Limerick, but from
what [ could find out Fr
Creagh certainly did nat

Echoes from the past

~gramme last week reading

. Montefiore,

were “cast out’”
following what

the “pogrom,” was
Channel 4’s “Witness” pro-

out part of the infamous
sermion given by Fr Creagh
93 years ago.

Fr Baragry ‘said that
Channel 4 were given per-
mission to film inside the
church but were refused

re-enactment. He did not
know Mr Montefiore was

going to read out some of

for stamng

» fncnd]y welcome here.

And he praised members DY
of the Redemptorist com- = researcher
munity for allowing him he was not th
film in the c¢hurch and . This all
recount the Fr, Creagh’s before [ w:
sermon, whiol’'was blamed were different
Limerick's told me. F

poig:mm’ in 1904, . However, ‘he addeé
“Fr Creagh ‘was an evil

did ‘some ‘research
man, but ‘the community  Creagh, who afwrhrmmck
now are far more enlight- went onto to do some fine
work in Australia for the
cwrdcr

was - #hfair o
C reagh to cast such a bad
light over one. incident in
compietely dxffcrent times
* almost 100 years ago.

that his comments at the
time regarding the Jewish
community
ranted; “'to say he was.evil”
was going a bit far.

Fr Baragary said that the
situation was complex _at

ness people losing out. The
Catholic Church was ‘seen
as anti-semetic then and Fr

the thinking of the time
The Pope had in recent
vears apologised to Jews

The Mount 8t Alphonsus ‘pul from which Fr Creagh delivered his
infamous sermon-—and whaere,
Montefiore, repeated it for television. Picture: DERMOT LYNCH (LL)

83 years

for any hurt caused to them
over the vyears by the
Catholic Church.

P2

later, Simon 8ebah

While ‘it would appear |

weére unwar- |

Creagh reflected some of
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RICK.

Cat '5 Ballynantyﬂ
‘Road, was homeless at the = ¢ ite

er Jcmsh fdml]lt,S

- bound  for the

time: and hadn t mtended ey

his decision to scnbe“the
incidents |n

1904 as a pogrom 1
though no-one was

that  a pogrom was a
“violent action’
was  violent - action in
I imerick which regulted in

a ‘boycott of M€ Jewish
community, the majority of
whom left the city. e

His own grandfather was
sent to Leeds though he
spoke very «affectionately
about Limerick to the jour-

nalist when he was a youngj

boy.

In the pmgramme the

Mr Montefiore clalmed thd(

1 his family, who lived

Limerick city and came
hére in the 1860°s with oth-
were
cast out.

“Mr Mcmzenom s family

were Jaffe and came here
from Lithunia on a ship
United
States. They thought they
were in the US when they
got ott a Cobh.

In 1904, members of the
docal business community
complained to Fr Creagh
that they were losing out to

even
illed
or seriouslv' injured‘ He felt

and there

of every description.
“You are’ allowing your-
selves tot

“Mr Monmh.ore szud th&tf

Crc’:agh told the u)ngrega»

tion that 20 years previous-

ly the Jew . were only
Known by name and evil
mputg in Limerick:- ,
"They were sucking the
blood of other nations but
these nations rose up and
have thrown them out;
Fr Creagh said that the

* Jews had come to Limerick

like leeches to-draw blood.

The night of the sermon.

the " programme  told . us.
hundreds marched through
the streets and some bat-
tered down the
Jews living in Limenck.

The Jews were in fear of |
“themr hves.

However. as reported, in
last” weekend's Limerick
Leader Stuart Clein,
Limerick’s Jast remaining
Jew, who has researched
the famous incident. main-
tains that it was not a
“pogrom”
of the word.

come the %laves ’
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in” the mcgmma




