GREAT LIMERICK . SPORTSMEN

" Ned

ED Jackson  was -one of the
great. 'Co; Limerick ~Gaels
who played- & leading 'part in
spreading the gospel,” as it were,
of two great: national organisa-
tions—the Gaelic Athletic Associa-
tion ang the Gaelic-League.

A veteran who-gcould recall some
of the olq football games played
before the foundation of the
G.A.A.,, Ned often spoke of a fam-
ous contest played ity .a .fleld that
was quarter of a mile long, with
the goal posts set in the walls at
either end. 'The teams comprised
fifty men on each side .andg were
.drawn from ‘the parishes of Ar-
dagh ang Foynes. The captain *of
the Ardagh team was'a sonm of
William Smith O'Brien,

Ned was only about eight at the

time; the year was 1872, but he had |

a distinct recollection. of the
event, and of a return game at the
Lawn, Foynes, which Ardagh won.
His youthful imagination - was
gripped by one feature of the lat-
ter game, when.:he .saw
thrown into a trench bounding the
pitch and actually walked on by
their opponents.
BIRTH OF THE G.A.A.
Kilmallock ‘was-gne -of the . first
centres tol answer the c¢all sent out
from Thurles that ‘early - Novem.-
ber day of 1884, -The ‘attendance at.
; the birth-pf the (.A.A. was a mere
' seven, inchuding -one to. be well:
known in . Kilmallock in later
years, J. K. Bracken, but from
that historic gathering developed
what in after years became the
. world’s greatest amateur -sporting
or isation.
ed saw:the-G.AA, through all
its “early. . difficulties, - He could
speak of. how. it experienced .a
rather stormy infancy, with open
hostility from many quarters, It
had to fight enemies of great power
ang influence outside its ranks,
and worse still had also toface
corilsiderable differences inside as
well.
The fight raged for many years,
and several times the G.A.A. was
faced with extinction., It survived,

however, and grew to one of thej

greatest -nationalising forces |in
the land, paving: the way. for the
langyage . movement _and . the
founding of the ‘Gaelic L’eaﬁf. .
HIVE OF GAELIC- ACTIVITY.

Kilmallock, and itg surrounding
area, was .a hive of Gaglic: activity
from : ithe . start, and in - the
first. year of the G.A.A’s existence

athletic sports were held at Kil-|

mallock, “Kilfinane, Bruff, .Knock-
aney, Hospital, ‘Ballylanders and
Ballingaddy. Ballingaddy also_had
a very earlyl hurling club, which

layers.|
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attained mucp -distinction.
! 'The first atnletic meeting under
|’che new regime held in Cork in
"June, 1885, saw. Kilmallock in a
| prominent position with Larry
Feore second in both the 440 andl
880 yards. At the same meeting P.!
McGrath, of Lackandarra, won|
the hop, step and ‘jump, and was
,secorid in ‘the high jump, whilst
Frank Dinneen was second in the
100 ‘yards. ; .
“Kilmalloéck was a notable venue,
and  attracted many famed ath-
letes, those from nearby areas in-
cluding. Dan Shanahan, J. McCar-
thy and Denis Carey from XKilfin-
iane: ‘John Flanagan of the Staker
Wallace district and the ¥orothers
Connery - of the same area. Elton
produced & marvellous performer
in M. J. Creed; Clogher offered Dr.
. J. "C. Daly; Dromin Larry Roche
and Cregane, the famous. Leahy
braothers, al] men who shed lustre
and renown on the Gaelic Field.

. THE GREAT CENTRE OF

-ATHLETICS IN IRELAND,
Kilmallock was the great centre

gan in the hammer and weights,
the Connerys in jumping and
sprints, Fitzgerald in the long dis-
tance runming, Dan , Shanahan
putting up world record marks
in the hop, step and jump; Larry
‘Roche, & good all-round performer,
and- this fertile period culminated
in the' coming of the Leahy bro-
thers and J. J. Bresnihan—so that
for more than a score of years
the cream of the world’s athletes
were to be found within. easy
radius.

Kilmallock boasts a great Gaelic
arena nowadays, one of the best
to be found in any centre of like
size and one that most of the
Irish counties would be proud to
call  their own. That popular
arena has been the scene of some
great - gatherings 'in recent years,
but its history as a sports arena
goes back deep into the misty
past to give it a connection with
Gaelic endeavour that is as old as
the G.A.A. itself. ' :

Kilmallock had its hurling and
football teams, too, from the com-
mencement, and although they
won. .many - laurels in the early
years . they "did not attain to the
‘distinction of their Kilfinane

neighbours, who won the 1897
All-Ireland Hurling Championship
title. ; ~
. WORTHY
REPRESENTATIVES.

. .But the Kilmallock lads" had a|
close association with the Com-|
mercials All-Ireland football suc-

~

% oo
iz

cess of the: previous year, and in
Tom Campion, Larry Roche, Jim
and * Jack . Riordan, had worthy
representatives, who played no
smiall part in that great Success.
The Balbec. Club, Ned  always
boasted, maintained its connection,
with the G.A.A. “through thick
and “thin” and he- often ‘claimed
that they were at one time the

only club in the county being
aftillated -direct’ to - the Central
Council,.” ..., .. 7 o

"'ney had great games and great
players in the eéarly days — John
Flanagsan, Larry Roc¢he and Tom:
Campion, to mention but a few.
The genial, unassuming Larry was
a great 'favourite and . his long
jump of 23 ft, 7 ins. at. Kildorrery.
in September, 1895, is still consid- :
ered in the district as the best
ever - accomplishedg under - similar
conditions.. : )

Of the earliest . matches played
by . Kilmallock Ned; had only a
vague remembrance but he often
spoke of the occasion, in 1888, when
they brought three teams:to Bally-
hed—a. first, second and juvenile
selection, and aH won, Five broth-
ers played fpr Kilmsjllock that
day, and were to..give for. -many
years after sterling service to our
native games. - - B

A GREAT FINAL, .

Kilmallock won  out the Bulga-
den Tournament, bedating Knock-
aney by & int in one of the
greatest finals played in the area
for many ‘years. : The prize they'
won on the occasion they presen-
ted to their President — Rev. 'J
Costelloe, one of the earliest of our
great Irish missioners, who was
about to leave for Van Dieman’s
Land, where he died shortly after-
warnds.

The games played by the Faugh-
a-Ballaghs, by which name the
club was then known, included &
draw at Eltdn against . Arravale
Rovers of Tipperary: a similar ré-
sult on two occasions in opposition
to Dromore and victories against
Doneraile Football' " Club twice,
against Shanballymore, Mitchels-
town ang Kildorrery in the Kildor-
rer; Tournament, and against
Ballyorgan, Ballylanders, .Ardpat-
rick, Kilfinane, Effin and Croom in
e home tournanient. ,

LANGUAGE ENTHUSIAST.

A keen Irish- language enthusi-
ast all his lifetime, Ned Jackson,
was a fluent Irish speaker, and a
foundation member of the Kilmal-

Jlock Gaelic League, in which he
Kook ‘a. deep and abiding interest.

Another project that had his en- |
thusiastic support and encourage- |
ment was the provision of the Kil-
mallock People’s Hall, and he was!
 Treasurer of the fund raised to
build ‘it, -

The second and concluding art-
icle, will deal with Ned’s part in a
great hurling and football spell in
Kilmallock, ‘eéind his official Asso-
ciation with the South Limerick
.Divisional Board and the County
Boarg G.A.A. o




. -y m— v~

GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN

son Of Kilmallock

Ned Jack

(CONCLUD_ED)

h N . the G.AA. was rTe- ThGREAT GAEI;'I(()} a,%:lggL]I)‘éll in’
i in Limerick tow- is was a great Gaelic spell

ards f{f,geanéf&d ;? 13912e following Kilmallock and . the junior hurlers.
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& Co., Ltd., through their ‘Lime-
rick agent, Mr. M. D. Carr, pre-
sented two silver cups, value £60
each, for. .competition amongst
hurling “and football clubs.

Kilmellock were first winners
of the Murphy Hurling Cup, when
they defeated St. Michael's, 8-7 to
nil in.-the - final, played at Caher-
line on  July 12th, 1896. They were
the first team to get a set of
gold medals from the County
Board. o

The officers -of the Club at the
period-- were: President, Larry
Roche; Vice-President, M. T. Con-
nolly; .- Treasurer, J. Dunworth;
Secretary, James Casey. Team
Captaiins: - Senior Hurling, T. Mur-
phy; Senior Football, F. Campion.
ANOTHER NOTABLE

Another notable -triumph of the
Kilmallock lads around this time
was. in the final of their own
Senior Hurling Tournament, in
which: they defeated Kilfinane, 2-4
to 1-3; Considering that Kilfinane
were . County, Munster and All-
Ireland champions just - twelve
months Jater, that win must be
rated. a great. achievement.

Kilmallock figured . in - another
first timer when they contested
the initial final of the . County
Junior Football Championship. On|
this occasion, however, they were
unsuccessful, losing to - the New-
castle - West® Boers, 2-10 to 1-4.
Their .team on that day will be
of. interest: P. Quilty (captain), J.
O'Malley, D. O’Grady, P. Mack-
essy, ‘J. Higgins, P. Buckley, T.
Hickey, J. Keane, M. F. Ryan,
Ryan,” J. Scanlan, C." Treacy, M.
Adams, M. Nagle, P. Muarphy, J.
Doherty, J. Healy. : .

The:, Kilmallock lads came back,
to win the. title the following
g_%ar,i .g‘def;e;tﬁggf Sarstﬁeﬁlds, 29 to

, In-a d fo nal, played
at the Markets‘ﬂu‘ig.é;d\."‘ ,_‘gayqt

They had . to' .wait . for : eight,
years ;. for revenge on Newcastle
West. “Tt came at last at the Mar-
kets Field on' February 28th; -1909;
when “Kilmallock beat  Newcastle
West, 2-8 to 0-3, in the 1908 Co.

Senior Football Championship
Final - :
. THE! TEAMS.

The  teams- on -that occasion
were: :

Kilmallock—D. O'Grady, Cap-
ta'm; ‘P. Cassidy, E. OKelly. M.
O'Grady, D. P. Connelly, John
Savage, Jack Mackessy, Tim
Nunan, Dr. D. O'Keeffe, J. J. |

O'Keeffe,
Campion,
O'Kelly, Wim._Sheedy,

Tim: Hennessy, Thomas
Joe Higgins,, Chris

S E. O'Doh-
erty, ‘Peter Halpin. .
Newcastle West—17. Curtain,
Captain; J. Nash, G. Mulcahy, P.
Mulcahy, 'T. Scanlan; J. Grifin, T.
Hunt,-C. O'Sullivan, T. Reidy, T.
Hart, T. ©’Connell, T. Moore, J.
Sheehy, W. Reidy. F. Guinea, D.

O'Dwyer, M. Nix, J, Fitton.::*

Ned Jackson was Treasurer, of |

the Kilmallock Club at, the time,
and took a very active :partin
the preparation of the‘team’:
its many engagements.
Kilmallock retained the- title
the following year, defeating Com-
mercials in the semi-final, 2-3 to
;F%, and Qlin "in the "final; 1-8 ‘to

They met Commercials @againi'a
short time later, this time in the
Murphy Cup competition, and
were . defeated by a point, after
a great game, 1-5 to 1-4. They had
a similar experience in the Mur-
phy v senior hurling .comnétt-

on October 9th; 1910, but lost:to
a great Caselecohnell team -a few
weeks- later in the County Final

Kilmallock won g fine set of
senior hurling medals when thev
beat Bruree, 1-6 to 0-1, in a Tour-
nament Final at the Markets Field
on April :30th, 1911, They were at
Adare the  following Sunday

rivals, Commercials, 0-3 to nil,
after a most exciting game.

“In Munster Championship
games played at the
Field on July 2nd, 1911,. Kilmal-

rick were Joe Higgins ard J.
Carroll in hurling and Dominic
O'Grady and John Savage in foot-
ball. i .

A SPECIAL COUNTY

, CONVENTION.

Ned Jackson and J. P. Cahill
represented Kilmallock on the
County Board. for several seasons,
and when that body was suspen-
ded, arigsing out of the refusal to
send a team to play Kilkenny in
the disputed = All-Ireland Senior
Hurling Final for 1911, both  were
present at the Special County
Convention called by the Central
Council, “and at which Ald. Jim
Nowlan .of Kilkenny, the Presi-
dent of the Association, .presided.
Ned Jackson was . elected
County Treasurer on that historic
occasion, and-it was a great tri-
bute to his popularity that he was
one of the very few to be re-
turned unopposed. The other offi-

T.|cers appointed that day were:
Chairman, John Xelly, of Ballin- Le
garry (by 25 votes to 16 for|

Councillor ~P. Farrell);~’ Vice-
/Chairman, Michael Ryan, D.C.;
Secretary, Mick Feely of Croom
(by 26 votes to 17 for Albie
Quillinan); Assjstant Secretary, P.
'I;I%lve-m. L

.. One .of the first duties of this
Board was to fleld a team in the
1912 Munster Championship semi-
final, - which proved one of the
great games in the history of the
Southern arena. Played at Water-
ford, it proved -one of the tough-
est struggles ever waged for the
Munster : Crown. -

. The teams were level, 1-2 all,’ at
the. interval and twenty-nine min~
utes, of the second half passed in
incredible. excitement, with only. a
solitary score on the register — a
Limerick point. The title holders
looked all set for victory when
the Shannonside captain led a
last minute assault that seemed
destined: for the net. The Cork
net keeper—the famed Andy
Fitzpatrick, made a . remarkable
save, and got ‘great distance into
his‘ ¢lesrance. In the last seconds
of this hurling epic Cork pushed
to victory with a sensational goal,
to win, 2-2 to 1-3.

: OFFICERS FLECTED IN

Ned“Jackson resigned from his
official _post: on the Kilmallock
Club ‘Emmittee to give more
time to County Board affairs, and
Kilmallock~ officers elected in the
reshuffle -were: Chairman, J. P.
Cahil); Vice Chairman, W.
O'Grady; Treasurer J. ODea;
Secretary, J..-Moylan; Team Cap-
tains~ Hurling, J. Moloney; Foot-

ball, J. Savage; Vice-Captains:
Hurling, P. Cassidy; TFootball, E.
O'Reilly.

There was keen competition for
the various posts.at the 1913 Co.
Convention. and a verv tioht ficht

where they lost their senior foot-!
ball title, going down to their old.

Markets -

‘lock ' players figuring with Lime-

C. Holland. Ned 'Jackson retained

his appointment, defeating Albie’

Quillianan by 88 votes to 60. -
Fivé Kilmallock ' players. figured

Jon the Limerick Senior Football

team beaten’ by Cork in ‘the Mun-
ster Championship- of 1913. They
were: J. Cleary, J. Savage, D. Mec-
Carthy, J. Moloney and M. Fitz-
gerald.

‘Ned Jackson played a - leading
part in the formation of the
South ILimerick '~ Junior Hurling
League, and it was a great satis-
faction to him to see the Kilmal-
[lock . lads victorious in the first
‘competition they organised, “de-
feating Bruff Stars in the final,

76 to 0-2. The winning fifteen
were: J. Moloney (Captain), J.
Sheehy- (goal), D. O'Grady, . .J.

Savage, J. Sparks, M. J. Houli-
han, P. O'Callaghan P. D. Mehi-
gan (“Carberry”), J. McGrath, M.
Fitzgerald, P. Cassidy, J. Mack-
'essy, Ted Young, J. O'Connor, W.
Lee. . '

_“A LAST LOOK AT GLORY.”
Kilmallock footballers :had &
Jast look at glory in the 1916 Sen-
jor County Championship, which
they won. Abbeyfeale were their
opponents in the final and the
pair met at Rathkeele on June
10th, 1917, where, after a great
game the sides finished level:
{Kilmallock, 1-3; Abbeyfeale, 0-6.
The re-play did not take place
until September 30th, again at
Rathkeale, where Kilmallock took
the ‘laurels by the narrowest of
‘mergins, 1-2 to 0-4. ) :
Always keenly interested in the
progress of the South Limerick
Board, Ned Jackson was one of
the earliest Vice-Chairmen of
that body, being appointed at a
'‘Convention held on June 4th,
1922, shortly before the outbreak
of Civil War. He  became Treas-
urer of the Board in 1927, end
‘so gained the distinction of hav-
ing held that post in his club and
‘on._ both the Divisional and County
‘Boards. .
Kilmallock wor the 1925 County
Junior Hurling Championship and
Mick O'Connor subsequently cap-
taineds Limerick to the County's
first Munster ‘success in this
 grade. ‘That Kilmallock-leq side
'beat Tipperary at Clonmel, Cork,
at Dungarvan, and Clare at Xil-
rush, ‘to take Scuthern honours,
but were defeated in the All-Ire-
Jand semi-final by Meath at Thur-

les. ... . . ) .

Ned Jeckson bridged the Gaelic
vears .in. no uncertain way, and
when he died in early April, 1948,
at the fine age of 84, he. carried
‘to.the grave a lifetime of serviceidn
the :cause of the. Gael—as gthlete,
hurler, .footballer and trustéd-offi-

ciai. -Once he walked. thirty miles




