Limerick Post reporter Mary Earls recalls the day

1,400 lost their jobs

CONSIDERED the Dell of its
day, there was widespread
shock and devastation when the
Ferenka manufacturing plant in
Annacotty, announced its clo-
sure in 1975, with the loss of
over 1,400 jobs

One of the major employers in
the Mid-West region and
amongst the largest factory
complexes in Irefand, Ferenka is
often better remembered for its
notorious industrial relations
record and the highly publicised
Kidnapping of its Dutch manag-
ing director, Dr Tiede Herrema,
by the IRA. .

But if you were one of the
thousands of Limerick people
who worked at the steel cord
plant during the seventies, you
might be interested in attending

a Ferenka reunion which is tak-
ing place in the main bar at the
Best Western Pery's Hotel,
Glentworth Street, on Friday,
November 16, at 8.30pm.

The social event is being
organised by ex-employees John
O'Brien, Dermot Waters,
Michael Kennedy and Sean
O’Connor. Mr O’Brien, who did
his apprenticeship as a fitter in
the factory, said that they decid-
ed to hold a reunion because
this November marks 30 years
since the closure of the factory.
And he said that over 4,000
people worked there for some
duration or another during its six
years “and some lifelong friend-
ships were forged amongst the
various groups and depart-
ments throughout the plant”.

“Despite a ‘colourful’ history
and after only six years in oper
ation, the closure announce-
ment, in November 1977, came
as a great shock to the people
of Limerick and surrounding
areas, In the lean times of the
seventies the local economy
has build a dependency on the
income of the direct employees
and service industries which
Ferenka supported.

“And in an effort to bring
these groups together, to recre-
ate the ‘Ferenka’ atmosphere
and to retell some of the count-
less stories and experiences of
the workforce, a small group of
us ex-employees are organising
a Ferenka reunion. Past employ-
ees are urged to attend and to
bring any memorabilia they may
have in their possession such
as photographs, newspaper clip-

First group of apprentfces at the Ferenka plani: in 1971 .

workers reunite

Plant was reputed to have been buiit on a fairy fort

b,
pings etc. This will add to the
enjoyment of what already looks
set to be a magnificent event,”
he enthused.

Opening in 1971, the giant
purpose built plant at Annacotty
produced brass plated steel
cord used in radial ply tyres for
the automotive industry.
Ferenka was a subsidiary of the
Dutch multinational group AKZQ
International, which had its
headquarters in  Arhnem,
Holland.

There were dozens of official
and unofficial disputes over the
factory's lifetime, with com-
plaints of low morale amongst
staff. However, locals in
Annacotty have said that the
factory was built on the site of a
fairy fort and was cursed with
bad luck from the start for inter-
fering with the little people.

Taking a more common-sense
approach, Mr O'Brien joked that
the shift work didn't suit peo-
ple's social lives at the time,
leading to disputes.

“It was all stupid little things.
We operated a four or five cycle
shift doing two days, two
evenings, three nights and two
days off. So people would
sometimes be working week-
ends, like starting on Saturday
and Sunday at 4pm. At the time,
everyone would like to go out
drinking at the weekend and the
cycle didn't suit people's social
lives. But Annacotty Business
Park is simply thriving now as it
had been idle for four to five
years after Ferenka closed.
Annacotty was a real country vil-
lage back then and very rural.
Now it is part of the outskirts
and the city has really moved
out there,” he said.

Recalling the kidnapping of Dr
Herrema, he reported that the
whole factory was in complete
shock. “We really didn’t think
that it had anything to do with
industry as it was a republican
issue and our boss was a non-
national, so it was a real
shock,” he said. The Dutch
industrialist and MD of Ferenka
was kidnapped by the IRA on
Monaleen Road, on his way to

 yourself on TV

work at the plant on October?
1975.

IRA members Eddie Gallaghe
and Marion Coyle demanded t§
release of three IRA prisonet
as the price for his safe retun
Dr Herrema was held hostag
for 36 days, and was onl
released after an 18-day sieg
of a house at Monasterevin, ¢
Kildare, when his captors final
surrendered. The kidnappin
attracted huge internation:
attention and a massive cour
trywide search had involve
thousands of gardai, supporte
by the army.

Gallagher's main aim was t
secure the release of his lov
interest, Dr Rose Dugdale, wh
was being held in Limetrig
Prison in connection with !
failed IRA bomb attack. Born i
England, Dr Dugdale was th
daughter of a British army off
cer who had joined the IRA ou
of rebelliousness and had falle)
in love with Gallagher. And the
plan was to trade Dr Herrem:
for her, along with two othe
Republican prisoners.

Earlier this year, Dr Herremg
donated his private archive o
documentation relating to the
kidnapping to the University o
Limerick library, marking the
30th anniversary of his ordeal.
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FIRST REPORT
OF TIHE COMMITTEE OF THE

LIMERICK BOARD OF TRADE,
APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE TRESENT STATE AND

PROSPEOTS OF IRISH MANUFACTURES, ESPECIALLY

THOSE CARRIED ON IN LIMERICK AND IT8 VICINITY~

The Committge appointed to enquire into the state
of Manufactures in Limerick have obtained much valu-
able information on the subject submitted to them, and
have agreed to the following Report :—

In order to render their enquiries as practically use-
ful as possible, they deemed it advisable to direct these
enquirics to the past and present state of each Trade—
the changes it had undergone—and the causes of de-
cline, where decline had occurred. With this view, a
certain list of questions- of very general applicability,
were submitted to persons of experience and intelli-
gence in the different Trades, and their replies ob-
tained. Letters were also addressed to several houses
that manufacture extensively in Ireland, and replies
obtained from them to a different set of questions.—
The information thus arrived at, relative to each Trade,
shall be submitted to the Board, together with some
that the Commiltee have incidentally fallen upon;
but they wish first to make a few remarks upon a cir-
cumstance that in the course of this enquiry, has
forced iwself upon their attention—viz , the prejudice
that seems, in many instances, to buy *‘the worse
and the dearer article instend of the belter and the
cheaper.”

The Committee have made it their business carefully
to ascertain how this prejudice originated, and to find
out, if possible, whether or no the Irish public were
justified in yielding to it ; & point of the utmostimport-
ance, because, if not supported in this course by the
strongest reasons, we are doing what we have {een
continually warned against by political economists—
viz,, *buying the worse and the dearer article in pre-
ference to the better and the cheaper.” We are sell-
ing our agricultural produce at a disadvantage, and
we are doing it against our own feeling, because no
Irishman could or would hesitate to purchase what he
wanted from his own countrymen, if he knew it to
be *‘better and cheaper’ than he could buy from
others. 1t seemed impossible to the Committee, that,
where the Irishman’s facility of oblaining the malterial
for his work was equal—his industry great—his wages
generally extremely low—and his mode of living poorer
and more scanty than that of almost any other conntry
—he shonld not find it easy to produce articles, at least,
such as are principally the work of hands, as good and
as cheap as they could be produced by the nativesof any

other country; or that even the English themselves |

could compete with except in those articles that were
the produce of elegant machinery, which he could not
obtain possesion of. - The result of their enquiry has
been a eonviction that the lrish people have, for many
years, under an almost unaccountable delusion, been
paying large sums of money for articles which could be
lad of a much better quality, quite as cheap, and in
many instances cheaper at home, 1t would seem, per-
haps, singular how, if this be the case, the lrish manu-
facturer lost the market, It appears to the Committee
that there arve three methods by which this was effect-
ed; and it will be recollected that these observations
apply to those articles in the making of which little or
no machinery is used, and which are principally the
work of hands. In the first place, an arlicle was im-
ported of very superior quality and elegance, and when
it had caught the public attention, and taken possession
of the market, an article of the same name, but far
inferior in excellence, followed it and kept its place.—
'ake the case of Leather for example. The Com-
mittee have almost the universal testimony of those
who work it up into boots and shoes, that the leather
impeorted from England, and used in this city, is gener-
ally far inferior in quality to that which comes from
Cork : still, by the elegance of its finish, and a gloss
raised onit, which the Irish workmen cannot easily imi-
tate, it catches the eye, andis very frequently called for,
To take, however, an instance in which the proof of
quality is demonstrable, that of Candles; The Com-
mittee cansed some experimentsto be instituted on the
duration of Kensington and Limerick Candles. They
were purchased at different shops, and chosen exactly
of the same size and weight (six to thelb.) The Ken-
sington candle is known by its particular shape at the
top—burns with a slightly purer light—and is generally,
though this is far from being the case always, superior
in whiteness. In some instances it was found far infe-
rior in colour to the Limerick candle, The result of
1hese experiments was—the Kensington candle burned
for 8 hours 13 mirutes, and cost 10d. per 1b., while
the Limerivk candle, of the same size and weight,
bhurned 9 hours and four minutes, and cost 8d. per lb.
To be equally cheap, the Kensington at 10d. per Ib.
should have burned 11 hours 20 minutes ; or, burning
ag it did, should have been only 73d, while the other
was Bd. per b, In otherexperiments the difference of
value was not so much, bul was always in favour of the
Limerick made candle. Thus, on this article alone,

~there is at least a loss of 20 per cent. by the preference

of the English, or a loss of onelb. on every five. Yet,
Kensington candles are imported and sold in Limerick,
in considerable quantities, notwithstanding the superio-
rity of our own manufacture : a strong proof how diffi-
cult it is to get the public mind clear of & prejudice once
raised in favour of a particular article. 1Indeed,instan-
ces have come to the knowledge of the Committee
where the quality of the imported candle swas so evi-
dently inferior that the manufacturer Ernferred laying it
by, lest, from its indifferent quality, he should damage
the reputation of that which he acknowledged to be his
own by ils being thought. Such is the force of preju-
dice, thathe substituted one for the other. The Com-
mittee have no doubt the same prejudice has existed to
an extent very disadvantagous in the cloth and other
trades, though they are assured by most respectable
manufacturers, that there is no ground whatever for it.
In a letter which the Secretaries have had from Mr,
Willans, of Dublin, in reply to some gueries put to him
he states that * Woollen goods of all kinds can be
made in Ireland as cheap, and got up as well as in any
part of England. There is nothing to prevent this.—
Our fiscal regulations, as they apply to dulies on Fo-
reign malerials, are the same, and the markets for
them equally accessible. Counls are dearer than in
some parts of the English districts. 1n others, and
these most famous for the best cloths, we have this ne-
cessary arlicle quite as cheap.” And again—* One of
the important effects of the movement and your labours
we hope will be to remove a prejudice and enlighten

the judgment of consumers as to what is their best in-
terest, not only as regards the public but themselves, by

showing that articles showy and nice in appearance are

not always such as will stand the test of wear.”” The

next method is adulteration. The degree to which

this takes place in the soap imported into Ireland is

searcely credible.  The adulterating substance is some-
times u fing yellow clay, very much of the colour of}
the soap, This impacts to it a degree of hardness and

weight that render it more prized by the purchaser,.—

The Committee have been assured that the proportion

of this clay in the soap is often from 50 to 70 per cent.

| “ven sometimes much more; and they have caused

The Commiltee have been 4 W&i
of this elay in the soap is often from 50 to 70 per cent.
and even sometimes much more; and they have caused
some of it to be brought for exhibition to the Board-
room. 1t is needless to say how impossible it would
be for any Irish Manufacturer who wished to carry on
his busiuess honestly to contend against such praclices
as these. Latterly (he practice has been to adulterate
with a substauce little heavier than water, and the pre-
sence of this isnot so easily detected. as it will not sink
to the bottom like clay. The Commitlee have been in-
formed that persons haye even been travelling in lre.
land, and this City, offering these adulleraling substan-
ces to the sonp-boilersat 9d. perIb. The third method
by which our markets are occupied, and the only one
that cannot be fairly complained of is, by the force of
Capital. A poor artizan in our cily, though he works
very cheap, must be paid for his work as he does it.—
The Shopkeeper, oflimited capital, finds it, therefore,
an advantage to deal wir.?l anhEngl\shquuse, T.“IhJiCh
will supply the goods equally cheap, and give a twelve
mnnlh'gpl)i’me fgr the pgyme:{it. The Boot and Shoe
trade in his city suffer much too by these ayrangements,
Large quantities of boots and shoes, of very inferior
quality, are brought from England under the name of
“ Dublin Work,” and sold at prices but little lower
than the operatives of Limerick could make them for,—
while Limerick made shoes, thongh of infinitely better
quality, are disregarded : a circumstance simply owing
to thesaleman’s want of capital. 1t 1s not easy to sug-
gest a remedy for this evil. It is one of the many in-
stanees in which the public seem to leave quile out of
consideration, the quality of durability in relation to the
price, and can only be remedied, perhaps, by directing
“the public atlention strongly to the disadvantages of
isuch an oversight. One of the best proofs that can be
given of the superior quality of Limerick workmanship
“in this article is, thatthe late Mr, Samuel Wilson, who
always particularly pntronised it, was one of the most
successful tradesmen in our City in that branch ; and
“though hLis prices were generally higher than those of
any other establishment, he left an ample fortune. A
very remarkable exception, however, to this general
want of diserimination is found on the part of the pea-
. santry of the South of Ireland, in respect ofthe frieze
i which they daily wear in their coats. They paya
! wmueh higher price for this article than thev conld get il

from Bhgland for; but such is the superiurity of the
1rish friegze that the English have never been able to
force their’s into the market, though if they could suc-
ceed in this, the consumption would be enormous, and
the return considerable. . With regard to the other (wo
above-mentioned, the public have the remedy quite in
their own hands, for tgey have absolutely hitherto be-
ing throwing away large sums of money on an unjusti-
fiable and anti-national prejudice.

The Commitiee proceed to report on the past and
present state of the different Trades, and to offer such
suggestions for the removal of their difficulties, as
| it seems possible to put into practical operation.
| (To be continued.)
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who brought it to markel, and frequently l‘rmn_ Bél”!ll- !
axlog and Publin. The spinning f’f tl}e‘\\'o‘ralc \\ns;:
carried on in the counties of l‘_lmenck, (,.o‘rﬁ(‘ Rtlll‘lA
Kerry ; and there were agents paid a Cﬂlllﬂl‘l:-nlll;l‘l' «‘1
getting it done. Part ni_" the manufacture was Ltghnel;
and finished in Limerick, excepTthe sptctlm‘mg i: ane =
part of the stuffs and serges were sold in the greasy
i s in market. ]
Stu!&::lhll:."i)rgbtln the present condition of the Trade it
is totally abolished as regards the slnﬂ':i] aﬂd]s{;arg.e:,
which is quite given up; but there are about em-

ployers, who give ocenpation to about 40 wool-combers

i wilactore of worsted. The weavers of stuffs
Ll:}h:ﬂ:;:; understood the business of w901-con::|i1lu:§
too: and those of them who did not golm‘sear 5
wni-’k elsewhere, when t_he weaving of these %fu e
was no longer remunerative, turned to the m'n:; ”t;f:in
wool. These are, in general, flllll_v aeclpled ° caﬁ
aid at the rate of 4d. a ball of 1§Ib weight ; an :
Bnrn from 12s. to £1 a week, working with d1i15cn]cr.
for abont 14 hours a‘day. 1t is remarked thar..m lssse_
combing of wool, machinery has not begnrsn_snpﬁfnd
ful, as the article produced is of a very in erior st
1% one house, in Kidderminster, they emp;g_y a;'
400 wool-combers, though they keep a combing I[ni;
chive also at work. No change or tm‘:r%vaclnﬁ|‘
glated to have taken place in the wool-com tfl' H [i: :5
and he can only preduce the same quantity o wfmlllb
formerly, viz—. from three to six balls & day of 13Ib.

" weight each. The other members of his family receive

sment in connection with this husmgsls, ex-
::‘eop‘tmilg!cl'l}amnd-spinning. at which a woman wili- earn
about 1s. 6d. per week. .
The decline of the stuff, serge, and woollen {ra.t:]]e_ in
this city is attributed to the introduction of r;]n: unz
spinning in"England ; the difference between the r&“;n |
hand-spinning is about 4d. in the 1b. or Id._p]er yal e
stuffs and serges. It is stated that these articles, w! i
made from hand-spun worsted, give muc‘l‘l bellerhwei:l g
and that the country people often uﬁk why t eyfou
not give the wear they formerl'y‘d3d ? The;e was n:-
merly a duty on woollens coming into Ireland, a.mm: 'l;
ing to about 2d. per yard on stuffs and serges, w]svn .
{here was a duly of 2s. per yard on the same “‘lilc es gl
Irish manufacture going into England. There doesn :
seem to be much improvement inany other depﬁl.r‘%me?
than the spinning, as the weaving of these artéules in
England as here is mostly performed by the hand. L:om.
Considering that there are no weavers at pie'sen '01(:
cupied in the manufacture of these fabricsin lmench A
the Committee have no suggestions to qﬁ'erb Lo il e
Board as to any immediate step regarding it; but they
connol help staling their conviction that were any (';ﬂi'l_l-
talist or company to embark in the woollen trade in
this city, an effort conducted with skill and epterpnls:t_:,
could not fail to meet with ample remuneration. l-r
merick, with a large navigable river flowing to its very
walls—a rising commerce—a waler power so lmm(;-.nse
{hat it isimpossible it can ever be exhausted—and an
over-flowing population ready to work at almosil. any
wnges—offers, certainly, strong temptations o the clz\-
pitalist. Messss. Beale, Millner, a_nd others, in rt 13
Queen’s county. send their goods inlo the ]13:013[l Dr.:l
market, the principal manufacturing town in ‘~ngr; a]n_
in their line; they send them to America. "'llu:) also
send a large quantity of what are called the lOpS,l or
combed wool for machine spiuning to France or Eng-
land ; and it is impossible Mountmellick, Abheylcur, rér
any part of the Queen’s county can have (ke natural ad-
vantages of Limerick.

THE POTTER TRABE.

This trade gave employment to about sixly peoyle

about the year 1810, who earned from (en to “le.u
shillings a-week each. There are at present but two
workmen enpaged in it. The decline is at‘lnbulable to
the introduction of machinery for working and pre-
paring the clay previous to its being moulded. At is
one of the characteristics of this trade that machinery
can never go farther than it has done; the hands of
the workman in shaping and moulding the article can
never be dispensed with; and, therefore, I'rlnm the
cheapness of labour, if machinery for preparing the
clay was introduced into this city, it is impossible that
English goods of that kind could compete with ours.—
Four or five clay mills put up at an expense of from
£80to £100 would give constart employment to one
hundred to two hundred men. The material is on the
spot, of as fine a quality as can be had any where, and,
in fact, this is a trade that if pushed with spirit would
be capable of giving employment toany extent what-
ever. It would also give much occupation to carpen-

ters, nailors, and sandmen; all which r:'ircumst.'mccs. |
in the opinion of the Committee, render it strongly de-

serving the consideration of lh}e Board.
( To be continued.)
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FIRST REPORT

LIMERICK BOARD OF TRADE,

AFPPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE TRESENT STATE AND
PROSPECTS OF IRISH MAKUFACTURES, ESPECIALLY
THOSE CARRIED ON IN LIMERICK AND ITS VICINITY-

OF THT COMMITTEE OF THE

(In continuation from last post. )

STUFF, SERGE, AND WOOLLEN TRADE.

Before going into the condition of these (rades in our
city, we may mention that the manufacture of woollen
stuffs, and coarse woollen cloths, is conducted on a
very extensive scale by Messrs. Beale and the Messrs.
Milner and Sons, at. Mountmellick, in the Queen’s
County, who several years since erected very spacious
buildings adjoining the town, for spinning and weav-
ing, in which nearly 2.000 persons are kept in employ-
ment,.. Stuff weaving is also carried on extensively at
Montrath ; and the manufacture of stuffs, tammings,
flannels, and stocking worsteds at Mr. Mahony’s fac-
tory in Cork, who states that he is able to compele with
any manufaclurer in those articles; also that of blan-
kets, coarse cloths, and flannels, &c., at Mr. Scott's
long-established factory in Kilkenny, who says, in a
letter to our secretaries—*' Blankets and flannels re-
quire very little machinery—very little skill in manu-
facturing—and the wool adapted to them is in a greal
part the growth of the country ; and for any additional
supplies we are nearly as convenient to the Liverpool
wool market as the Yorkshiremen are; and these arti-
cles make a quick return, and are of very great con-
sumption in Ireland.”” At Abbeyleix, also, on the bor-
ders of the Queen’s countyand Kilkenny, a town con-
taining little more than 1,000 inhabitants; there are two
woollen manufactories, A large worsted mill and fac-
tory was established some years ago near the town,
which affords employment to about 200 persons in
combing, weaving, and spinning yarn ; and on the ri-
ver Nore, which passes near the town, is a boulting
mill. These few facts, which are only a portion of |
what might be collected on the subject, are mentioned
to shew that the woollen manufacture can be carried on

successfully in cirenmstances much less favourable than
those which our city presents, either with regard to
cheapness of labour or power ; and not the coarser
kinds alone, for at the Hibernia Mills in' Dublin,
cloths of all colours, and many of exceedingly fine tex.
ture, are made under the directions of Mr. Willans,—
The commitlee have before quoted this gentleman on
the capability of Ireland for the manufacture of
woollens in general, and they beg to add that which the
Railway Commissioners expressed on the same subject
in their second Report in 1838 :—« Upon the whole (lie
woollen trade of Ireland, though much less than it for-
merly was, is now in a sounder and healthier state than
when existing under the paralysing inflaence of pro-
teeting duties. The manufacturers, though few in num-
ber, earry on their business with activity and intelli-
gence ; ihey have adopted every new improvement in
machinery, and they have generally an abundant supply
of water and water power. The wages which they pay
are less than those paid for similar work in England ;
and Liverpool and London, the great marts for Fo-
reign wool, dyes, and oil, are fully as accessible to (he
Insh as 1o the English manufacturer. ‘Lhey are in
consequence able to produce an article capable of sus-
taining competition with the best specimens of Yorkshire
cloth.”

This trade is stated to have been in a Very prosper-
ous condition in this city at and before the year 1794,
There were then 36 employers in Limerick, employing
fram 10 to 150 men each ; and altogether about 1,500
weavers and wool-combers were occupied in the city
and liberties. The weavers were paid by the yard, and
by the piece, and could earn from 15s. to 24s. a week,
working, when diligent, 14 hours a day, Before the
introduction of the fly-shutile a good weaver could
weave from 20 to 25 yards a day of the description of
work then made here, but on finer work not so muali.
When the fiy-shuttle was introduced, and the men b
came expert at it, they could weave from 30 to 40
yeards a day each ; the wives and children were em-
ployed as winders and warpers. Winders could earn
about 3s. a week—warpers Gs. The wool wag obtained
from the farmers in the districts all around Limerick,
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FANCY SHAWL WEAVING, SEWING, AND
EMBROIDERY MANUFACTURL.
iIn February, 1836, the wenving of fancy shawls, and
the salin stitch manufacture were established in Li-
merick by a Scoteh company, which at one peviod gave
employment to about one hundved and fifty boys, ap-
prentices lo the weaving trade, and to upwards of nine
hundred girls, npprenticed lo embroidery. Intlic weav-
ing factory sixty looms were sct to work and the num-
ber was eventually encreased to one hundred. At first
cotton handkerchiefs and colton shawls were manufac-
tured, ® Figured cotton was afterwards made for the
Constantinople market, to which it was shipped from
Glasgows and silk and cotlon shawls, such as aro
wrought in Paisley and other places, succeeded. This
-eslablishment was capable of producing about one
thonsand or one thousand one hundred shawls weekly,
with the number of weavers employed, who were al-
most all apprentices. These might be increased to any

amount requisite, as it was found the aptitude of the |

boys in this city to learn weaving was go great, thataf-
ter having acted as draw-boys for a few weeks, they be-
come familiar with the whole process almostimpercep-
tibly, and under the guidance and manngement of the
teachers and weavers are fil for the loom in an ineredi-
bly short space ol time. Thesewing or salinstitch and
embroidery mauufacture had also attained greal ele-
gance and perfection. The emboidery of muslin, as it
is donein France, has hitherto baflled all efforts at suc-
cessful imitation in Scotland and Eugland ; but the girls
taught in Limerick soon became so perlect in this de-
scription of work as to produce specimens not inferior
to the most delicate embroidered muslin sent iato Eng-
land from any partof France, Lt was,in fact, acknow-
ledged by those most conversant in the trade, that the
collars and other work madein the Clare-streot [actor
could scarcely be dislinguished from the finest Frenc
fabric, and a corresponding price was obtained for them
in the London market. The facilities of extending this
manufacture in Ireland are considerable. It might be
introduced into all the Convent Schools throughout the
south, in which it wou!d be eagerly encounraged, and
these schools might be made tributary to the great cen-
tral factory in Clare street, which would command a
.profitable London market for the work. Iorthe infor-
mation of capitalists your Committee think it would be
advantageous to give the following extracts from o re-
port drawn up by Mr. Moncrieff, a highly respectable
Bellast muslin manufacturer, deputed by the Agricultu-
rul Bank to enquire into the state of the concern in the
year 1838 :—

“This establishment consists of three branches—A
weaving [uctory, o finishing factory, und au extensive
sewing and embroidery factory.

“The wenving (actory conlaing eighty looms. The

operatives consist exclusively of apprentices ol the male -

gex, and are from twelve to filteen years of age. They
are clagsified as deaw-boys and weavers, and are inden.
tured for terms of from [ive to seven years. They com-
menuce as draw-boys, and are put to learn the plain
weavingin order to fit them for the higher branches of
their trade. While acting as draw-boys they receive
only Is. 3d. per week wages; when advanced to be
weavers Lhey receive 2s. and 6d. additional during each
successive yenr, until the amount reaclhes & maximum
-of 5s. The advantages of carrying on the operatious of
this branch entirely by apprentices, at such very low
wages, when the quality of work they produce is con-
sidered, must be obvious (o any one conversaut with
the trade, as [ presume it can be casily shewn that on
the weaying alone a saving of 100 per cent. is thereby
effected, from the seale of prices which should be paid
for the same fabrics in wny manufactory in the United
Kingdom.

With respect to the quantily of work which these
boys can produce, four shawls per week is assumed as
an average; but when they have had alittle more prac-
tice it is my conviction, the expectation of the proprie-
tors, that the boys will more than double their present
prescribed tasks, will be fully realised, and it -cannot
reasonably be doubted they will then also produce a
snare improved and perfect quality of workmanship,
which will add (o the intrinsic value of the-varied and’
fancy fabrics, which the taste and ingenuity of the pro-
prietors may induce them from lime 1o lime to place in
theiy hands.

“ The blenching and finishing factory is a branch of
{his establishment, which does not necessarily, or, per-
hayps, legitimately belong o the proprietors in their ca-
pacity of manufacturers. 1 know no part of the king-
dom in which a fancy manufactory unites with that ofa
finishing department except in the concerns in ques-
tion; and it must be distinetly und-rstood hat this
connection adds malerially to the responsibility, ex-
peunse, and trouble of the management of the general
business. Bul from the fact of Limerick nol being &
general manufacturing district, it was indispensably
necessary that such an appenduge as the one in gques-
tion should beadded, to carry on the manufacture with
any prospect of success. The fullowing is o shorl state-
ment of the probable expendilure and income avising
from the weaving department :—

«‘T'here are about sixty looms employed in the weav-
ing of shawls, which, when the boys become more prac-
tised, will, on a fair caleulation, produce sixly shawls
per day—say, thirly dozen per week. ‘The first cost of
theso shawls appear Lo be 2s. 3d. each, or 29s, per
dozen—making for thirty dozen £43 10s. They sell
for 52s. per dozen—making for thirty dozen E78; be-
ing a weekly gross profit of £34 10s.  From (his iust

Le deducted £7 per week, the expenditure of the loom

factory, for foremen, teachers, rent, &c.; and £3 10s.
for the finishing factory—leaving a nett annual profit of
£24 per week, or £1,301 per annum.

« In the third braneh of this extensive concern, (he
sewing and embroidery factory, no less than nine hun-
dred female apprentices were at one time employed ;—
but owing to want of adequate means the number was
veduced to three hundred. The girls in this depart-
ment nre puid according to the quantity and quality of
the work they produce, and can earn about 2s. Gd. per
weel each. Those now employed (three hundred) by
he report of the foreman, produce 208 collavs per week,
at an average cost of 6s. each—making an expenditure
for material and wages of £60 per week. According
to a letler received by the proprietors from an exten-
sive London establishment, it appears these collars sell
in the market for12s. each—beinga gross profit on
cost of production of 100 per cent; making an anuual
prefit of £3,120 on this branch of the business, from
which a weekly expenditure of £3 10s. for superin-
tendents, rent, &e., should be deducted.

« It should be mentioned that there is a part of the
finishing factory appropriated to the bleaching and fi-
nishing of embroidery; a matter of great importance,
“whether as it regards convenience of arrangement, se-
curing secresy of the patterns, economy in expenditure,
and the saving of much time.” .

It is much to be lamented that in consequence of the
total want of adequate capital on the part of the pro-
prictors, this fine establishment is now given up, and
lies for disposal in the hands of the Agricultural Bank.
Nine hundred girls and two or three huudr‘cd boys are
thereby thrown oul of employment; and Limervick has

lost o vast manufacture peculinrly adapted to the genius.

and skill of the people. 1tisto belhuped some enter-
prising capitalist will avail himsel( of the advautages
~which its revival would present. ‘I'he concern is newly
built, and sufficiently capacious. It is one hundred
and forty feet in depth from front to rero, and forty feet
in widih, and when the work ceased contained one
hundred looms mounted.
( To he continued. )
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STRAW BONNET MANUFACTURE.

This is a business carried on (o some extentin Lime-
rick, and might, with some little encouragement, be
considerably extended. There is none more calculated
to promote industrious habits among the poor; or
which, with a little “ fair play,” would stand a belter
chance of competing successfully with the English mar-
ket. It would, indeed, be strange if, with the great
difference in the price of labour here and in England,
we could not compete with them in an article, the cost
of which arises chiefly from the labour expendedonit;
and on comparing bonnets made here with those im-
ported it will be found that in all the really useful re-
quisites the former are much superior, being olbetter
texture, less brittle, and consequently more durable,
and#more easily re-made or altered. The only advan-
tage the English bonnet has over them, and which does
not lagt long, is asomewhat whiter finish—a poor equi-
valent, however, for the general inferiority of the ma-
terial of which it is made. lrish bunnet-makers always
use the best plait they can get. That in the imported
bonnats, which are made up purposely for the lrish
market, is moreloosely made, and of very inferior tex-
ture altogether, though of an equal degree of fineness.
This defect is in a great measure concealed by the stiff-
ening and pressing used after they are sewn together,
but when taken apart for the purpose of alteration or
re-making it is at once apparent. The low price of
this indifferent plait in England enables the dealers
theré to send bonnets to this country at very reduced
prices, looking, perhaps, even better to the eye than
the Irish, but not giving halfl the wear. ‘This unfair at-
tempt to crush ® most valuable brauch of our native
manufacture, by imposing & bad quality of goods, made
up to resemble in appearance those of & really good
description, should be mel by a determination on the
part of the Irish public to purchase nothing but Irish
bonnets, which in reality are sold cheaper than the
English ones of the same quality and goodness. Unless
this be done the bonnet-makers must inevitably be
ruined, as they are not likely to have recourse to the
same alternative of nsing the same poor material and
imposing it in & like manner on the public. Itis mure
necessary to hold out this encouragement, as unlike
other trades it has been seriously injured by the manu-
facture movement, which, without causing any addi-
tional demand for home-made bonnets, has only served
to awaken the fears of the English wholesale dealers,
lest our market should be shut against them, to prevent
which they have lately glutted it with such low-pricecd
articles that numbers have already been thrown out of
employment, and the trade must speedily be at an end
in this country unless a protecting hand be held out to
save it. It can sustain any legitimate competition, but
cannot withstand the great sacrifices and unfair means
used by English eapitalists to effect its destruction. As
& proof thatl not only bonmnets but the plait itself can be
manufactured here, it is ascertained that Tuscan plait
made in lreland finds its best market in London, Itis
there made into bonnets, and eventually returns to Ire-
land as English manufacture.

HAT MANUFACTURE.

This is another species of manufacture which the
low rate of !abour in this country would enable the ca-
pitalist to carry on with the grealest success. Messrs.
Wright and Stanley, who own a large concerns in both
England and Ireland, extended their business at the
Mespil Factory, Dublin, very considerably since the
movement in favour of Home Manufactures commenced.
There are 200 men employed in this establishment, and
within three months 17,953 hats have been sold—an ex-
cess by four or five thousand over the number disposed
of in the same period of time before the great demand
for Irish Manufacture took place. There are also hat
manufactories carried on in the principal cities in Ire-
land, which require only local encouragement to give
more extensive employment. In Limerick Mr. St
Lawrence has for years carried on a hat factory, and
though able to produce work as well finished, and as
cheap as English houses, he felt ithard to overcome the
general prejudice which existed in favour of the foreign
article. He has now, however, experienced his share
of the advantage which a more just feeling on the part
of the consnmers has brought about, and is preparing
to ealarge his concerns and encrease the number of his
workmen. In fact, if the public would only resolve to
give a preference to Irish goods, when they can procure
them as good and as cheap, manufactures of every de-
scription would spring up and extend throughout the
country without the aid either of Joint Stock Compa-
nies or Boards ol Trade.

T ha sontinwesd )

\\\‘g\ \ S\

s RefPra<

OF THE COMMITILE OF THE
LIMERICK BOARD OF TRADE,
APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE TRESENT STATE AND
PROSPECTS OF IRISH MANUFACTURES, ESPECIALLY

THOSE CARRIED ON IN LIMERICK AND ITS VICINITY-
(In continuation from last post.)

BRUSH MANUFACTURE.

As the manufacture of brushes is effected entirely by
hand-labour and not machiuery, it ought te be carried
on most succeasfully in Ireland, where such labour can
be had at a low rate. There are, nevertheless, few
manufactories of the kind, but those few offer convine-
ing proofs of the perfection which the work hasattained
in this country, and the facility by which it might be
extended by a fair support on the part of the pnblic.—
Brushes of every description, as fine and as highly fi-
nished as any made in England, and for the most part
of better materials, are manufactured on rather an ex-
tensive scale by Mr. Hastings, of Charlotte’s-quay,
Limerick. In fact he supplies several London and
Dublin houses with his. manufacture, and yet such is
the prejudice in favour of English workmanship, they
could not sell his brushes. in either city if they bore the
Limerick mark. Mr. Haslings, in common with all
Irish manufacturers of moderate capital, finds a diffi-
culty in obtaining more extensive possession of the
Irish market, in consequence of the much longer cre-
dits which the English capitalists can offer to the lrish
retailer.- The remedy for this evil is entirely in the
hands of the consumers. If they will only buy Irish
made brushes, the shopkeeper must necessarily resort
to the Irish manufacturer, who will then feel a pride in
affixing on his work—the mark of the city in which it
was made.

HOUSE-PAPER MANUFACTURE.

There is, perhaps, no one manufacture in kesland so
fully capable of competing with the English as the
manufacture ,of ornamental paper for rooms. This
gives exetnsive employment, and would obtain,a per-
fect monopoly of the Irish market if a sufficient capital
was engaged in it to admit of giving long credits to the
retailers. Specimens of flock papers from the manufac-
tory of Mr. M‘Nully, in George's-street, Lamerick,
were exhibited at the Trades’ Hall, and when placed
side by side with an English article, 30 per cent. higher
in price, were obviously superior both in richness of co-
lour and velvely softness. In consequence of the pre-
judice in favour of English manufacture, whichitis the
interest of the Irish consumer, who gets long credits
from him, to keep up, the Irish consumer pays one-
third or half more for an inferior article than he could
get asuperior one for, if he determined to buy lrish
manufacture only.

PAPER MANUFACTURE. - |
No reports have been received by your Commiltee |
from the paper manufactories; but they have learned,
through the booksellers, that many such concerns are
successfully carried on in several parts of the kingdom.
The Irish manufacturers were heretofore unable to pro-
duce the high gloss or finish observable in the English
papers, but since the introduction of an improved and
more expensive machinery for the finishing process, the i
article produced equals the lalter in quality, and is

something lower in price. If the public confined them-
selves to the use of-a manufacture, the consumption of
which is necessarily so immense in this country, these
factories would, do doubt, be extended to every part of
the kingdom, where & ckeap and good water site could
be procured. The ruins of an old paper mill are tobe
seen at Annacotly, withina few miles of Limerick, on
a part of the river Muleair, where there is water power
sufficient for any manufacture whatever.

{ To-be continued. )
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(Tn continuation from last posi.)

TANNING TRADE.

This trade is stated to have been in a very prosper-
ous state in Limerick from the year 1780 to 1810.
There were 40 tan-yarda at full work for about 20 years
of that time, and about 30 for the remainder. It has
been ofi the decline ever since. Each yard Bave em-
pleymet to 10 or 12 men, or from 300 to 400 men alto-
gether. “The wages were from £1to £1 ls. a week,
while yardsmen were paid from 1010 12s. Boys from
14 to 18 years of age had about 7s. per week. ~About
4000 tons of bark were used, a large portion of which
was imported.

At present there are but two tan-yards at work in this
city, and they give employment to from 50 to 60 or 64
men, who earn from 7s. Lo 15s. per week each, while
boys from 14 to 18 years of age earn from 3s. (o 5s. per
week. The home supply of raw hides is much more
than sufficient. About 50 tons of Irish bark are used,
and about 300 of foreign, which is imported direct
from Leghorn. The raw hides and calf skins obtained
in this city are said to be of a superior qualily, and the
decline of the trade is atiributable almost entirely to
want of capital, forso far as it has been prosecuted it
is understood to be remunerative. If mMoney was em-
barked in it, and the business carried on with spirit,
there cannot be the least doubt of its succeeding. The
leather produced would certainly, from its superiority,
obtain a ready sale, and its manufacture would give
employment to great numbers. There are at present
from 45 to 50 tan-yards at work in Cork, and their fa-
cilities for importing bark and hides can be scarcely su-
perior to ours. Indeed, their advantage over us in the
prosecution of this manufacture is simply owing to
their greater command of capital, On all these grounds
the committee think the board would be justified in re-
commending it to capitalists as & branch of manufac-
ture attended with much security, and of vast utility to
the public, from the vast number of persons it would
give employment to.

There are other branches of trade on which much
useful information might be obtained, but the commit-
tee have not yet received reports on them. ‘I'hey have
received reports on the past and present state of their
respective trades from the Boot and Shoe-makers, the
Soap-boilers and Chandlers, Nailers and Rope-makers.
They have already glanced at the serious disadvantages
under which the two first-mentioned of these trades Ja.-
bour. With regard to the others they have no practi-
cal suggestions to offer, except that the board should
earnestly call the attention ol the public to the needless
expense they have often incurred from an unnatural and
absurd prejudice, and if they cannotobtain from them,
in every instance, a pledge to give a preference to the
Irish article, at least persuade them to do that which

will often come to the same—not to overlook the quality
in relation to the price.

1n connection with this part of the subject, the com-
mittee think it would be exiremely desirable to have a
Trades’ Hall established in sume conspicuous part of
Limerick, where each artisan of the different trades
could deposit the work of his hands for public exhibi-
tion, and have it sold for his benefit. Such an institu-
tion should be a good deal under the management of
the trades themselves, so that if improper persons were
appointed in its management they should have them-
selves Lo blame for any loss that accurred. The trades
of Limerick have had from time to time an idea of es-
tablishing such an institution, and the committee be-
lieve it would require but iitile assistance from the pub-
lic or the board to enable them to do so. Ove ol the
highest benefits of such an institution would be—that
its advanlages would apply more particularly to all ar-
ticles of trade manufactured in Limerick itself, whether
by hands or machinery, many of which have been too
Jong and too undeservedly Iying in obscurity ; and it
would be another considerable advantage that as there
could not be the least conceiveable motive for intro-
ducing articles of foreign manufacture into it, so the
work of our operatives would there be properly tested,
and stand or fall by its own merits.
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LACE MANUFACTURE.

The reputation which the Limerick luce as well as
the embroidery has acquired within a very few years is
a manifest proof of the natural genius of the people for
manufacture. The lace manufaciure was established
in the summer of 1829 by Mr. Walker, an Englishman,
who brought over twenty-two hands as teachers. The
number of workers gradually encreased since then, and
now amounts to about eleven hundred—eight hundred
of whom are ‘apprentices, principally in Limerick—the
remaining three hundred are employed at various places

iu the counties of Limerick and Clare. The quality of
the lace manufactured in this establishment is superior |
lo that manufactured at Nottingham, the chief town
for lace in England of a similar description, and brings
fully twenty-five per cent. higher price, assuming the
time employed upon each piece in both places to be
the same. A similer factory has since been undertaken
by Mr. Lloyd, in Clare-street, and a third by Mr.
Greaves, of Patrick-streel, each of which gives em-
ployment to some hundred girls. The lace manufac-
ture is considered by these gentlemen (o be yet only in
its infancy in Limerick, and the lace itself but partially
known in London, although there, as as well as in other
places in England and Dublia, great quantities of in-
ferior work are imposed upon the public by disreputa-
ble shopkeepers as “ Limerick lace.”

The advantage to be derived from the extension of
manufactures in Ireland is no where so clearly illus-
irated as in the results of these few which the enter-
prise of Englishmen has established amongst us. Li-
merick contas a larger number of paupers than per-
haps any other cily in Ireland. The number in the pa-
rishes of St. Mary’s and St. John’s have been estimated
by those who know their condition most intimately, at
six thousand, and the total amount in the whole city
probably falls little short of eight thousand. “Two or
three successful factories have made nearly a fourth of
tliese independent; and if the weaving and embroidery
factories had been continued, twelve or thirteen hun-
dred more would have means of industrious support.—
If the advantages which Limerick offers for various
other species of manufacture should induce a few more
capitalists to settle an:angst us, more reai good would
beeffected for the destitule labourers and artizans than
by all the results of an improved system of agricullure
or of easy emigration.

HABITS OF THE OPERATIVES.

Your Commiltee are unwilling to conclude without
referring to one fact which has been impressed on their
minds, from the report o f all the large manulacturers,
and is of immense importance as regards the present
movement. The difficulty which capitalists meey with
in successfully carrying on manufacturesin Ireland has
hitherto arisen in'some degree from the want of that
steady, continuous application, of that continued
sense of acdomplishing a cerfain quantily of work
within a certain time, on the part of the opera-
tives, which is common to all countries in (he infancy
of manufactures. 1f a capitalist finds it necessary Lo*
produce a certain amount of work weekly, to meet the
demand of his customers, and he fails in executing their
orders through the irregular attendance of the opera-
tives, he is seriously injured, and this injury is not ma-
terially lessened by his having it in his power Lo dismiss
the irregular parties, becanse it may be difficult to ob-
taig trawned or practised hands in their place.

In commenting on this obstacle to the prosperily of

manufactures in his country, your Committee are in- |

fluenced by a friendly spirit, and, in justice to the im-
proved habits of the operalives sinee intoxicating
drinks were abandoned, are ready to acknowledge
that their observations apply to times which they
hope are for ever gone by, rather than to the days we
now live in.

( Concluded. )
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(In continuation from last post.)
LINEN AND COTTON TRADE.

Whalever may have been the cause why no eflort
was made (o support or revive the Collon and Linen
I'rades in Limerick, since the introduclion of spinning
machinery inlo England, itisof importance to the pub-
lic, and to thoe capitalists to know, that there is natu-
ral inaptitude inthe circumstances of our City for the
successful prosecution of such improved methods.—
'I'his is clearly shewn by their being earried on success-
fully in places, the natural advantages of which cannot
be compared (o ours. AL Montrath, in (he Queen's
County, there is a factory in which the spinning and
weaving of cotton goods is carried on to such an ex-
tent as in both departments lo give employment to be-
tween 600 and 700 people; and the proprietor, Mr.

Greenham, states, in o letter which the Secretary has:

had from him, that he is able to vie in price and qua-
lity with any LEnglish or Scotch goods. At Mountmel-
lick, besides the manufacture of Wollen Stuffs and
course Wollen Cluths, which give employment Lo a vast
number, the weaving of Cottox offords occupation to
about 2000 people.

‘I'ie Linen T'rade in this City is stated to have been
in & flourishing condition in 1793, and to have conti-
nued so until the Linen Hall was dissolved. The I'rade
became gradually deteridrated, by the admixture of
Cotton in the pieces; and, finally, the Cotton manu-
fueturo entirely took its place, and was in a prosperous
state about the year 1807. There were then 24 em-
ployers in Limerick, 500 weavers, 250 winders toge-
ther with many hundred spinners about the City and
Liberties, The weavers were paid from 4d. Lo 8d. per
yard, according to the deseription of yarn, and could
enrn each a pound or a guinea & week, weaving from §
to 10 ynrds a day, according to the kind of yarn. No
machinery was used but wheel, recls, andlooms. The
winders were paid by the employers generally by the
quarter. ‘The flax was grown in the country—the Cot-
ton imported.

At present there are but two employers in Limerick.
Thenumber of woeavers is about 40, gullhese ar¢most
of their time idle, About 18 months ago there were
130 at work ; most of them arenow distributed oyer the
country al labouring work.

The present manufactures are principally colton |

shawls, for which they are paid 3d. by the square; and
a workman constantly employed could enrn [rom 7s. to
103, a week, working from 12 to 15 hours a day; the
gruduce of n very diligent day’s work being from 6 to

square handkerchiefs. The yarn is at present spun
by machinery in Dublin and Belfast, where some of the
best in Burope ismanufactured.

The decline of these trades in Limerick is atiributed
to the variousimprovements in spinning and weaving in
England, but particularly to the raw material being
spun so extensively and so much cheaper by machinery
than itcan be done by hand—the natural effect being,
that when the spinning is given up in any district, or de-
purts from it, the weaving is sure to follow, 1f spin-
ning machinery existed in Limerick, the weavers here
being able to work as low as those of any place, nced
fear no compelition. Limerick possessesas many ad-
vantages for such machinery as any other cily, and far
grealer than many where it exists, and, therefore, of-
fers a great temptation to eapitalists to embark in it.—
But, it appears to the Committee, from all the infor-
malion they have been able to obtlain on the subject,
that it would require a considerable capital to dosuc-
cessfully, a large machine being less expensive in pro-
portion to its performance, drives a small machine out
of (he fleld, just as a small machiue drives out hand-
spinning.

It would, therefore, in the opinion of the Commit-
tee, be useless to attempt sucha thing, unless it was
done ona proper scale. These observations, however,
do not apply to the spinning machinery nocessary for
the sucking trade; such machinery could be procured
for a moderate sum compared o the other. There is
not the least doubt that it would yield a very fair re-
turn on the eapital. 1t would give full employment ;—
and in the opinion of persons engaged in the trade, need
fear nocompetition. The Commiltee thinks it exceed-
ingly important, that steps should be taken at onceto
establish such machinery, As, however, it must ne-
cessm‘ii{ take some time to do so, and it is extremely
desirable to procure immediale occupation for the poor
weavers of this City, the Committee beg leaveto re-
commend, in the strongest manner, a proposal which
lins been laid before them by a person of much infor-
malion and experience in this business—which is, that
a Joint Slock Company be immediately formed, said
Gompany to purchase linen and cotton thread in Dub-
lin or Belfast, and at once employ all the Limerick
weavers, at shawls, barragons, and tickens—appoint-
ing a proper ware-house where the thread could be sup-
plied to the workmen, and subsequently sold to the
shopkeepers of the city and surrounding towns and
villages, allewing the workman such prices as would
leave a profit of 20 per cent. on the capital, Thus with
a very moderate sum immediate -employment and am-
ple pay would be given to operatives, and the best proof
the Committee can give that this would succeed is, that
ilis actually put in practice by persons not many miles
from Limerick, and, indeed, it would be followed by
the weavers themselves if they only had money Lo pur-
cliase the yarn,

The Commillee have received another proposal from
the same hand which in their opinion, is highly desery-
ing the consideration of the Board—viz., the promo-
tion of the Linen and Damask business. It is pro-
ﬁosed to be worked by apprentices, like the Clare-street

"actory, and, if the per centage of profits on the capital

were but one-sixth of what they are estimated at in
the fubjuined statement they must be considered as
ample.




