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From $1,000 start to £23 6 billion turnover

/By LAURA RYAN

OVER 3,000 people rang
Dell’s. jobs.hotline phone
number last month.

‘And 700 people took
“time ‘off from festive
shopping. . to enquire
about work'in Dell dur-
ing ' Christmas ‘week,
while44 dragged them-

By LAURA RYAN

COMPUTER ' boss,
Michael Dell and.
Tapiseach, " Bertie
. Ahern - officially
opened Dell’s first

- purpose built facility

in Raheen on Friday,

; deelarmg even more
“:jobs’:would be on

offer.at the plant.
;Limerick can-expect
‘a further 600 jobs:when
the new European Man-
ufacturing ' Facility -
EMF3 - reaches full
capacity. ’

| { currently employs
1,100 of ~the 4,500 Dell
employees -bas:ed' in
Raheen; :

In typlcally hlgh -tech
fashion, the new faclhty :

IS TF- b [ 1 “electronlcally

opened by the Taoiseach
and’-Michael zDell;" the
world's: youngest billion-
aireon a :stage in front-of
hundredsof employees.

“MThis facihty is anoth-
er greatmilestone forthe’
company; ¥ Mr: .De]l told -
theicrowd,

“When- we started m

2*Raheen 104years ago, we *

had only~120° ‘employees.
In'1998,'weipledged. 3,000
jobs whenWe announced
“‘therlargest single job cre-
.ation plan-in the history
-‘of “Ireland’ over a three

"* . year period to-bring our’

total ~ job<numbers -to
4,400. -A-mere ‘two years
into that target, we have
alreddy exceeded that
goal by over 1,000 people
and continue to.grow.’
The new Raheen Eamh- ;

‘Raheen’ 'plant

Aregardmg the
Process, .praised Dell’s -

‘tech plog

“loc

selves away from the
turkey on Christmas Day
to make a call.

An intensive recruit-
ment campaign has been
underway by the compa-
ny-in recent months.

Dell recruits via its
web-site; referral
schemes: by existing
staff, stands at high pro-
file:events and pumps a

ty - spec1a11ses in manu-
facturing’ ‘desktop com-
puters.

Raw' . materials . are
dehvered through one

side ‘of: the . building, .
manufactured in cells by
-teams and the finished

goods: #are ‘then dis:

patched on the other side =~ ©

of the:building, destined

“for direct delivery to cus-

: Ah_e_rn who made a whis-

to ‘the
. in “the
. discussions

tle : stop. visit
midst . of
progressive policy . on
employee’training” and
He: commented “By

creatmg a first class envi-
ronment for e-commerce,

: upskl]llng

by mvestmg in R&D, and

by ‘building on partner-
ships ‘with .companies
like. ell, we are turning

4 Ireland into a power-
,-house of the digital age.’

Mr Ahern said the

it company-is “truly one of

the gi,ants of the global
~industry”:

e inLunemck is tes-
tament to-the economic

: pohcies cof - the:last
- decade and we've built on
“theicountry’s. greatest

resource, our people,” he
‘said.

“I'm convmced the
future; s increasingly
dlgltal ‘and ‘the Govern-
ment:is taking steps that

- Ireland‘remains theloca-

Nicky Hartery, vice-president of operations, Dell
Europe, the Middle East and Africa, at the opening of
the new Dell plant in Raheen (LL)

Peace ..

tomers’: ;.. offices.. and . .-

. homes? | - through,out
Eurppes, I :
Taoléeach Bertle

‘ong eOf Irelandsj.,_ §
: eadmgdemployers" o
‘Dell’s  .decision e

- Dell’s

huge amount of revenue
into television,” radio,
newspaper and billboard
advertising., '

“The company says.that

‘ahnost 100 percent of

staff in Raheen are now
permanent employees.
Ireland ‘is' ¢ home - to

Michael I:!_;ll

tion of choice. ‘Research

and development is even
more 1mp0rtant and the'
Government'is mvestmg
lots of money in that
through  the' National
Development Plan which
is a quantum leap for us.”

During the .official
opening, eight local Dell
employees, who graduat-
ed from a Dell sponsored
Limerick ‘‘Institute - of

pgest: unit of -,
etélployees outsule the
U -

When secondary
‘employment and jobs in
the service sector are
taken'into account, it is
estimated that Dell con-
tributes - mdlrectly to
30,000 jobs -in the Mid-
West,

‘Michael S Dell serves
as chairman and chief
executive ofﬁcer for the

compa,ny.

“* »

Technology course, were :

.presented with certifi-
cates, honouring their

“;achievements,

“Established in 1990,
‘Dell 'Raheen prov1des
products for all of Dell's
customers in Europe, the
Middle East and Africa.

It is estimated compa-
ny growth will range in
the-low 30 per cent this
year.”

He founded Dell in
1984 aged 19 with $1,000
and the unprecedented
idea in the personal com-
puter industry—bypass
the middleman who adds
little value to the prod-
ucts, and sell custom
built PCs directly to end-
users.

In 15 years, the compa-
ny’s sales have grown

on offer at

chultlng:mthTanlseach Bertie Ahern at the opemng of the new Dell plant in Raheén

from $6 million to $23.6
billion for the past four
guarters.

The latest global inno-
vation to come from Dell
is its leadership on the
Internet and is acknowl-
edged as the largest on-
line commercial seller of
computer systems with
an average of $35 million
per day in online sales.

tant and" his

to court this week.
Joseph::Mullins . of
Dooneen ‘Road, ‘Wood-

“too loud”.

The cou.rt heard from‘
gardai who were called
to the house on Janu-
ary 23 that “the music
was so loud it could be
heard from the car”

Once the tenants of
the house had been
asked to turn the music
down, the gardai called
to Mr-Mullins’ house,
where they could hear
shouting through the
wall. Mr Mullins gave
evidence . that “the
music was turned up
again as soon as the
gardai left”.

Eamon Kelly, 21, a

N01sy nelghbour
case is adjourned

A SEMI- retxred accoun- - -
wife *
brought. - their:-noisy. .

next -door meighbours'' i:the gardai called to the

view,.: complalned that - :
the noise’from-the six:

Students na}(t door was' | - that he a_nd hls co_ten

_ants were ‘causing a

tenanti of .the house,
‘told the court that “two
.radios ‘were. on when.

house. The only reason
it could be heard out-
side’ was : because the
‘windows: of 'the house
were open,” He denied

nuisance to Mr Mullins
and his wife.

. Judge Tom O’Donnell
‘told the landlord, Cyril
Whelan, that he
“should adopt a more
hands-on. approach to
his property”. The ten-
ants. -were, asked -to
show more “respect
and consideration for
their neighbours in the
future”.

The _.matter - was
adjourned until April
when Judge O'Donnell
will review “how
things are”.

REDUCTIONS

LADIES . .. LADIES . .. LADIES. ..
LEATHER ANKLE BOOTS

were £50 & £60 .

.now £24.99

PINDIERE CASUAL SHOES

were £50 .

.now £19.99

LEATHER FASHION WEDGES

were £60 . . . NOW £19 99

ELDANTES FASHION BOOTS

were £99! . . .

now £39.99

.MENS. : "MENS . .. MENS. ..
BLACKTHORN LEATHER SOLES

were £80 . .
were £90 . .

“SPECIAL PRICE”
DUBARRY CASUALS

CATS
KICKERS —

.now £59.99.
.now £59.99
£49.99

‘were £50 . -. .now £34.99




