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Manufactures, Trade, and Commerce.—Considerable efforts have

been made from time to time, and particularly by the Chamber of

Commeree, Lo establish the linen and cobbon trade in Limerick ; and
also by the Agricultural Association Commissioners, who subscribed
for the same purpose, and who had the management of £7,000
allocated by the Board of Directors in London, towards promoting
manufacturing industry among the Irish poor. A Linen Hall was
erceted, and markets held on TFridays and Saturdays to accommo-
date the weavers ; and premiurms distributed to encourage them to
manufacture an article best suited to these markets. But although
the trade took roct to some extent for more than a century in parts
of the county—for instance, at Glin, where linen and cotton checks
were manufaclured, and bleach greens established at Castle Connel,
Neweastle, and Lingland—it made but little progress in the city,
and has also declined in the county, the manufactures being con-
fined to comrse linens, freize, and flannel. The Limerick zlove,
once so celebrated, is now no longer in request, and tho trade bLas
declined considerably. A manufacture was established in 1829 af
Mount Kennolt, of tambour lace, and Irish blonde, which gave
employment to 400 females, and has been since brought to great
perfection by Messrs. Walker, Lloyd, &e. : and there are probably

5,000 females employed in this manufacture, and in embroidering
muslin.  There is also a factory in Abbey Street, in which a num-
ber of boys are employed in weaving muslin. -Mesars, Stein,. Brown,
and Co.'s distillery, at Thomond-gate, has been established for half
a century—it was discontinucd, however, during the years 1848
and 1844, bul resumed working in 1845, and still continues to distil
whiskey to a very considerable extent.
three foundries, one of these on an extensive seale, established by
Messrs. J. N. Russell and Sous, three tan-yards, three ropewalks,
four soap, two tobaceo, one comb, two liat, and one fishing-hool manu-
factories, salt works, &e. In the city and neighbourhood there are
twenty mills employed in manufacburing flour, oat and Indian corn
meal ; and in the liberties two paper mills. There are also several
cxtensne pmu,amn stores, where large quantities of Deef, pork,
bacon, and lard are cured for export, and hamms, which are consi-
dered fully equal, if not superior, to those cured in Yorkshire. But
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* there is nmthcr flax nor cotton.spinning, notwithstanding Lhe im-
‘mense”capabililies afforded by the Shannon-for such manufactures.

" "The Commerce of Limerick, which of old was so ﬂourishinn- musk

' Customs’ duties of the port are to be taken as a eriterion. -
. - they' were only £6 18s, in 1337 they produced eight marks, or’
LRELs 6s.8d., in 1495 £9 0Os. 10d., in 1537 £9 8s. 4d. ; and when

haveldeclined considerably after the Anglo-Norman invasion, if the

Joames I.° ordered returns of the customs of all the Irish ports,

© ' those of* Limerick wore only £15 14s. 8d.,"while at Waterford they

- wero: stated n,t '£954 18s. 2d., and at Cork £355
71683, a fow years after, they increased to £1,619 1s. 79 i, and in

“free ‘port for many of its imports and exports.
,‘century its trade has materially increased. Tor the year 1835 the
~exports consisted of 1,364 tierces of beef, 14,263 tierces and barvels

. - of] butter, *117,847 barrels of wheat,
285,023 barrels of oats, 22,725 cwts. of flour, 16,320 cwts. of oat~

11s. 7d. ; but'in

1672 to £1,506 19s. 84. The Customs’ dutics, howcvm, were by
no means general up to this period,’ and Limerick may have been a
During the last

of :pork, 81,839 ewts. of bacon, 9,697 cwis. of lard, 72,630 firkins
32,647 barrels of barley,

* meal, 26,214 cratos of eggs, and hams, tongues, porler, ale, flax,

- “linen, ‘wool, feathers, salmon, d&e.
_ sioners “estimated their value, exclusive of Tralee, at £802,000,

and ‘the imports the same year ab £328,500, which consisted of ;
- timber, deals, wine, tallow, hemp, tar, pitch, staves, and flax seed

The Irish Railway Commis-

5 ':from. Toreign ports, and tea, sugar, coffee, coals, iron, hoops, bark,

'sn.lh"and ‘British manufactured articles from Great Britain. - The
‘tonna"e of. thc sh1ppmn" that entered inwards from Forcign ports .
was 12,408, and from Great Britain and Coastways 53,078 tons;

" "and there cleared: out for Toreign ports 7,980 tons, and for Great

bt

Britain and Coastways 62,340 tons. The Customs’ dutics for the

year: ending 5th January, 1836, was £142,843, and in 1842 the
“exports ‘were valued at £1,200,000.
“for consumption in 1849 amounted to £107,038,

The duty on tobacco entered
The trade of the
porb smcc 1840 will be best shown by the following Tables :—
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