22 News

by Brian McLaughlin

RESEARCH work being camied out at the RUSAL
Aughinish Aluming refinery on the Shannon Estuary has
samed special racognition from the Intemational body
that represents tha aluminlum industry worldwide.

The Russian owned operation, which |5 the largest
aluming refinery in Eurcpe and contributes abDoul

100méllon & year to the local economy, recelved 2
major endorsement from intemational Aluminium Institute
(Al) secretary general Ron Knapp during his recent visit
ti the West Limerick facility.

The Limerick Post has lsamed that the 1A is now
prepared to cofund resaarch work st University of
Limerick and at Aughinish regarding the greening and
sahabilitation of the bauxite residue disposal area
covering & large area of fand on the island. There are
millions of tons of bauwdte at the site and the IAl is
supporting the research project so that the information
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can be made gvailable to the aluminium [ndustry
globally.

Headed up by Limirick men Damien Clancy, RUSAL
Aughinish Is @ member of the London based IAl which s
the global forum of the aluminium Industry. It represents
more than 80 per cent of werld’s aluminlum producers.

And the 1Al endorsement was followed up by ancther
glowing endorsement — this time from RUSALSs own
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Impressive research work at Aughinish

director of production systems, Dmitriy Bondarenka who
said it was the best plant ha had seen in the last thres
years. He said he was Impressed during a three day visil
by the amount and quality of fraining programmes
availabie at the refinery and added that Aughinish had a
lot to offer tha whole RUSAL family.

The plant start-up was in September 1983 and 1t was
the largest construction project in Eurcpe empioying up

to 6500 workers. Today Rt employs several nundred
permanant employees and coniracloTs.

The company has plented tens of thousands of lreas
around Aughinish island. [ hes established a bird
sanctuary, 8 nature trall network ncorporating bird hides
and observation areas as well & butterfy and dragontly
sanctusries thet are the first of their kind in Irelang or e
LI,




