 RIFTY-FIVE ‘years ago next

Friday, 20th November, seven-
teen men brought to Limerick its
- first All-Ireland hurling crown, the

1897 Championship title.

~Lately. I met one of the few sur-
vivors of that great victory—eighty-
years-old John Hynes of Cappa-
more, the man who scored the goal
that put Limerick on top in the
closing miinutes of that epic game
with KXilkenny —the start of &
grand rivalry between Nore and
‘Shannon thai was to blossom. forth
in all its glory during _
days of the mid ’thirties, when the
pair made new records for: atten-
‘dance and for sportsmanship at

the great .

Cappamore were re-organised in

-1896, with John as captain, under

the seventeen aside rules, Spencer

‘Lyons: of Croom. Castle being then

Chairman of the County Board.
START OF HIS HURLING
John, who never smoked, and

who started his hurling with an

. §—JOHN HYNES |

of Cappamore

_____(By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH)

l'

1 the Noresiders scored a goal follow-
- ing the restart. |
Bowever, dhd a grand shof between
theé goal posts by

forward, replied in like strain, an
the teams rested: Kilkenny, 1-2
Lirnerick, 0-2. - | -

It was Kilkenny everywhere when

Limerick rallied,

, Cottrell raised
the excitement to a high level,

Hynes, but both were merely in-
dulged in as training for hurling,
and he never took part in any com-
petitions in them. S
Hard work in bogs and fields
cutting turtf and saving hay, kept
I}lm it most of the year, and a
little hurling practice in the even-
ing was sufficient to ensure eye

dian-d hand in unison for the im-

portant games. Speed and courage
he rates the important factors in
a2 hurler, and he holds that the de-

termined ground player is invar-

lably a better proposition for a
team: than the stylist, who cannot

and daring.
A great lover of greyhounds and

back his fancy work with spirit

Croke Park. - el | old - eabbage stump for a caman,| which further increased as Brazill |a sound judge of a good one, John
~ When 1 recently visited the old quickly moved into championsihp | forced through for a nice point.  |spent many happy ggzgsonﬁﬁggg;
veteran I was accompanied by an class. .~ . | _ REST UF THE STORY. the Hares. A keen disciple of Tsanc |
All-Ireland man of forty years His first game dgainst the Kil-; I will let John Hynes himgelf tell | Walton, le. often killed a salmon-|
later, who figured with his native finaiie he was to know so well In; the rest of the story: on the River Mulcair that flows by |

Tipperary in the defeat of
kenny, at Killarney, in 1937, Jimmy
Coffey, and by another good friend
of the old hurler. John P. Crowley,
who later very kindly supplied me
with some of the data that was not
available on the occasion of my
- wisit., - - -
John Hynes

-

, Who lives with his

wife in a nice little white, slated
in one of the principall

Cappamore streets, celebrated his ger 01 the pamore el
revived the Cappamore Huirling ¢

house,

eightieth birthday on 22nd June
last. Now, unfortunately blind and
idnvalided, the old hurler is striving
" to' make ends meet on-a small. pen-
sion that is entirely inadequate for
even his frugal needs. |
PLAYED BEFORE G.AA. WAS

- FOUNDED, - |
'~ Born almost a dozen years before
the G.A.A. wasg founded, John
played old-time hurling and foot-

ball during.

fields around his native distriet.
“The best in the line of competi

- tion they rose to in those far-off;

days was a game between Leong
Street and Main Street, which
- John’s side always won. _
then, the prowess -of the young
- Hynes was recognised by his pals

and team fellows; becalse he was|

aceclaimeg leadgr of his side. - |

In the erude work of the pioneers,
with biz awkward sticks as hurleys,
and a ball half the size of a pre-

frequent, and John has many
marks to show, telling of hectic

struggles to get his gide on top even |

before récegnised rules were intro-.
© duced to put some order into the
- play. o |

full back, ‘& gelection - that; in the
order of things then, was supposed

| to jndicate roughness and tough-|

ness. the attributes expected of the
cusbodian of .such an important
place in the line-out. '

DAYS OF THE TWENTY-ONE A |

In the davs of the twenty-one a side

when M. Looney was sectetary of |
the newly formed Limerick County |

‘Board, Capparore affiliated a club.
mainly through the exertions of

Rev. E. Hogan, who became chair:|

man: REdward Ryan' being- vice-
- chairman: N
- gurer and W. J. Ryan, secretary.
~ The

Araglin, A dispute over some IDis-

trict Couneil. elections: resulted “in.

the appearance -of a:second club,

called Erin’s Hope, of which Johm |

. Hayes was the organiser..

 Both clubs affiliated to the
. Board. and Araglin went to .thé
 gémi-final of the 1888 courty cham-
pionship, 1

" of hurleys at Blackboy. - '~ -
~The two ' clubs “flelded footbalk

Kil-

giving

- : r.. . N . .- r . :. ' ) . .- '.'- - ' a‘n . ; s . I - - ._ .
his schoolmates, on the roads ~ ' puck, which the referee disallowed.

Tven |

49 to 48, a decision that Cappa-|
He played in every position _on;more hotly disputed,
the field, but his main berth was}

Larry MeGrath trea-}

name of this . club was|'

‘Penis Conrelly also travelling as

' Tipperary Town ‘on 20t Noveti-
ber, 1898; witnessed a great muster
-of . Limeriek  pdople who travelled|
its firsty

osing to Murroe by a
: 1

later years, was in the 1835 County |

hurling semi-final, which Boher
won,; 27 to 1-3. '- o

"He mext figured with South
Libetties agdinst Thurles, at Cork-
anree, which the Tipperary men
won by 4 péint, a last minute goal
u them victory
which ‘“Liberties” dominated most
of the hour. -
In 1896, Paddy Lee, then rméana-
er of the Cappamore Creamery,

Club and appointed. John its cap-

Portnard, and. practised
Hard, = DR R

a bloodless victory. They next met
Caherline, at Dromkeen, where
play. was stopped when = John

A ré-play followed at the Markets

peint. Later Shamrocks  beat

‘Caherline for County honours.
picked J ohn to help |

‘The city men | | |
them in their Munster Champion-
ship test with Cork at Tipperary

Town, a game  which -'tﬁe Lee- |

siders won narrowly. | o
‘For the next championship
Cappamoré got a walk-over from

%rd’patri-ck,. w%_o g'e'fﬂsed to pé&Y" at
: oa s Da Lt e wrape | ENOckaney. Victories over Sham-
sent day football, leg injuries were +rocks and Bruff followed and the

final wag reached, in which Xilfi-
nane provided the opposition. It
‘proved a terrific struggle waged at
, great.pace: which Kilfinane won
, _ _ , and John
Hynes; to this day, maintains that
geores disallowed . them on that

' occasion shéuld have been granted.

The wholé of Cappamore were very |

sore over the matter, and when Kil.
firane later sought the help of
some -of ‘their opponents for the
opening - game in - the Munster
Championship it was refused. |
- MARCH AT LIMERICK

Kilfingrie miet Tulla - (Clare) at
Greenpark Racecourse, Limerick,
on 19th -June, 1898, and beat them
2:5 t6 23, g victory that fired Lime-
rick enthusiasm and helped to heal

the breach, with the result that
on .

Kilfinane were ablée to eall
Cappameors for the néxt encounter.

Pipperary on Septeniber 25th, and

that selection were John HyneSEi
Pat Butler, with John Muleghy and

substitutes.

‘to. gee. the courty contést

Blackrock were then erigdged at

Pat Mulcahy Jehnny Condoh arnd

our veins, we met theém man for |

in a game- through the

5777 | their
 Their first mateh was against | gave & fifty.
Kilfinane, ahd wasg fixed for Shee- | . | n
‘han’s Cross, wheré Xilfinane re- | opponént could stand sevén yards
fused to play and Cappamore got

',.thr'qu?‘h- the posts and nearly over
‘a littl

-mad | somehow,
'_ fé%cr nervous as the ball was brought
back for the fifty and he told me
take. the
chan¢e gnd m
take it at all cost.

I nit in iy life.
mian ner hurley ul
past tlie goallkeeper,. !

‘for the first time le
| couple of minutes to go. INO teal
in, Ireland could hold us thern; and |
as the ball was pucked
swept it back

o

et & hed&vy revéfgse when 1hey
travelled te Irélahd for a game
Lswith ong of the Hoie teams. .. 1§

‘and despite

tain. They got a field from William | shoulder teo shoulder bouts as we

' Fogarty, pressed them hard, and to save

the  Kilkenny backs.

away ready _ jean
walked up the field, while Pat Mul-

‘that had travelled with the boys
from the town struck up a bar of
€ QILQWE . , ‘Liet
‘Field which Caherline won by a| :
| cheering.

juniped in; whipped it to the
kenny

Was. 1mo

win wis

‘Kilfinane WOE% after a great game, |
&9 to 16 e e Mones, |our Limerick hurlers of that per-
jod, visited London and played
there 1ol nort speil WIth - L
{Desmonds, who were beaten 1n the

- -y B

“ Feeling the blood of victory in

man in some wonderful hurling,

Sean tore
field,
hurled like two men, and when
Pat Butler brushed d&side all oppo-
sition for a goal he showed us the
way to the Wwinning of our first All-
Ireland.

“ Ash splintered and

magnificently. Og

men fell in

posts the ilk
ties then, all fifties; and yout

to charge. Sean Og
cahy stood ready to ward off the
charging rival. Theé Kilfilane band

Firin Remember,” bit you
couldn’t hear a thing with - the

vdeann Og lifted the ball and
Pat Mulcahy, h_owe;f{e:il.*.
ANl

| goaliriouth. and, as _the
Kilkénny goalkeeper brushed it
aside to give another £Hfty, Lime-
rick and Kilkenny men went
e dif¢ch at the back in one

cHarge, Seéan

T saw I had may

puck.
5 nd to

made up my mi

“wete leading by 2
point, so I sdid to myself a point
age, Up in front ot me
walksd Seann Og while the Kilb-
kenny meh waited for his puck. He
just stepped past the ball. 1 ._1_1_fte_~<_|1
it and hit as clean g stroke as ever

} Tt never touched |
ijritil it crashed
r, and Limerick

“Kilkenny

d with only a

out we
arnd John Condon,
oneé of our wing men, sent Over a
point that gave us. victory by &
clear goal. We beat Kilkenny later
in the Crole Cug —to colriplete a
great dotible = but neaturally this
in was not half as sweet as t
one for the championship, which
came to Limerick for  the first
time.” | RSP R F.

‘Joh#i Hynes, like many other of

for a sunort spell with the

British and also

Championship A
they

two further minor
scores by Kilkenny we resporided| .
an O ‘rick hurlers of the present day;
Pat O'Brien | ' f the

Og, somehow, togs.

‘and knewihg __
them to breakfast, which they fol-

as the |

‘the village of Cappamore, & noted
river for fishermen.
VIEWS ON PRESENT-DAY

John is disappointed in the Lime-

and considers the root of the
trouble is too much stopping
rising of the ball instead of strik-
ing it as it comes. .
‘Then the old veteran sguared
‘himself, and with real feeling ex-
-pressed himself thug: “At the pre-
sent day ' '

miles 'te play a match and walked
‘back again ‘afterwards. T'm afraid
the boys of to-day are too lazy to
-.}Eal'k to the field for a bit of train-
l g:-,, . ]

John tells a good story con-
cerning a travelling eéxperience of

vitéed himself and Denis  Connolly

being fixed for Limerick. They

agreed. -

‘bought two pourids of chops, cheap
then, at thé butcher’s stall in
‘Capparniore. Then théy went to D.

it justice.

They. then started on theé road,
walking, with their hurleys and
. At 2 a.m. they arriveg at
Mike O’'Neill's “pub” in Boher, got
a drink there, and continued along
the road to Limerick. -

They arrived at Owen Ryan’s
house in Pennywell shortly after
‘dawn and sat on the steps tliere.
‘When Owen got up he saw them,
them well invited

lowed with a couple of drinks. The
pair then walked dbout until the
Castleconnell team arrived,

the match which Castleconte

won,

tand walked the whole way back to
I Cappamore again, ma
in any game to-day that would do .
o. No team g:ﬂﬂyfihﬂlng‘_ like that? )

 GRAND QUARTETTE,
That these exploits did no harm
. to. those old veéteraris is eviderit

froitn the fact that Denis Connelly

ig still werking away at his trade
as a carpenter, and Sean Hynes is

many

‘further years amohgst us, we
‘galute the memorv of all the great
the recalling of their deeds will
‘bringing back to Lirerick the

abundance.

ALWAYS A GOOD RUNNER.

and

ent day the hurlers would not|
walk hdlf a mile witholit a motor.
In. my days: I often walked -twelve

his hurling days. Castleconnell in~
of Cappamore to plday with them
~against another team, the msatch:
The night before the match they |
in

Connelly’s house, ¢cooked it and did |

still alert although invalided afteér;
yvears of hard work. Pat But-|
ler, of the '97 team. is also still 1o
the good in Cappamore, whilst Pat| -

|

|

i
1

|
I_
|
|

i
}
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Elfalye"d. |

Is there 4 man

Mulcahy new lives by Liffeyside. In |
wishing this grand gquartette rmany

No.. 54.=+-0weri D, Ccm of B.nu:xi‘ee‘.;.

men of their day and hope that
|Help in some small way towards
glory that once was heérs in such

i

i

ning

" “Qoaching”

- memberg of both came together it

| . | Ailw_asfs_ deeply interested in 'tath-:
 more. successtul.in_ this. 00d€. Wikl D Gritnes - captained -the team;  letias. Johw B FAEERe BT o g
Castletown, also.a. picture .of Paftmen “‘Sean~Og"- Hanley, the twojof-ihe Pallasgreen B tions to the
nell, who was, of course, one of theé| Flynns, two Finns, O'Brien, Brazil | £0 ’D&Qi,,?-.‘ﬁﬁ, his Eég% ¢W"'1~iili7é“ Real

carliest patrons of the G.A.A. . land Downes, besides Reidy and|days of the grHar. b S, lged
' Team matés of John Iynesg in [Cottrel of Ballingarry; Floodof i}g&yy& gpggtos mgg‘c}ﬁg Qe s
those days  included Thomas | Caherline, and Buskin .of Creom, ""ﬁl;if_'f}uﬁ;: 4 but could nev er be induced

éCooper’) Ryan, who usually kept|{with the Cappameore men elready BYO .. “U" "o ween on athletics,,

-éb&l- ?J&mes’ YButl-ét‘, the ecaptain | mentioned. L 1to. -gqrg-pet_e. Saflllfkegﬁt 1;3;1 far.f&lejt:ﬁj:{]

of Araglin: Pat and John Leonard;} Tt was a greal game from the’ hetakeg; plggsubgf - the lact Kol

O'Brien, M. TFogarty;|wofd “go” with soime ‘grand hur- men I-]'I‘-Ike_‘ Bill Daly, I &i LA

Pat|ling  in it and . Kilkenny geing mody a;;l-d- _Wﬂha:rg | Ha_,--nigy_ are o

Macksy, - Matt O’Brien, Thomas!splendidly. “FoX” Msher was in_his the fore at theé Iprgsegtt_;-ni{tg_}r} th'e

and John Cummins, Bill Moroney,| prime and the Noresiders had.q-_ros.s_feq}m-tryh%}-;lmje}}g‘--;l}t 1"“'01(':?&81) t tfi

. Pan Butler, Bill Garrett, Timy|other starg ini - the  Graces, Lalors, name of C_@'Ppamf’??, :;P'teb' ""a??e'd

and Michael MeNamara, Dentiy|Walsh, Dalton and Teehan, . . ° the faifie that the qi.l_si;rch __1____9 sted

- HPaves and Michael Hilliard. ~ Buskin snd Hanley battled like in days jch-g;t_a;re gone. Daly .ulop

The Erin's Hope lasted longer giants and Hyhes, at - right-back, the mile i the North Munster
than Araglin but eventually the

teams and Brin's . Hope provedfsye, All-Treldnd fifial. .
Ao e T -J'H I umi ,:_

[in

-+

" John Godfrey, John Reddan,

s A tower of gtrength in the College Championships in 1952, and

Lifnerick defence. Kilkenny led off, was runner-up for both the Muns-

e aore  teatn which, how-|by scoring a point and then a goal jtet and Alllreland Colleges titles

ever, fell through completely in alto which ELimerick replied with a —the first thiee,

- few years. | S

U hen, at ejghteen, ‘Hynes  turned

- out with Boher, continuing with
‘them for a few seasomns, until

1 | in the latter, fin-|
fine point. by Brazill, who was as ighing inside the reco-rd previously
handy & hurler ag vou’d see -any set for the distance. -~ =
‘day. ' Handball atid football were also

vy, Kilkenny put on-a point, to ' Handbal and 1o0tball WELE oo
which  Cottrell, the Limerick full-favourite exercises with John




