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Well does
Cobbe
remember

56 years on B

Jerome 0'Connell talks to Paddy Cobbe, the
St Patrick's manwho captained the Limerick
minor hurlerstoAllIreland gloryin1958

. LIMERICK'S first All-Ireland

minor hurling champion-
ship waswon in 1940.

The remainder of that
decade passed without suc-
cess but Limerick returned
inthe '50's with a number of
strong teenage sides.

But provincial final defeat
was Limerick’s lot in ‘51, ‘53,
‘54and inigs7.

Limerick lostthe ‘57 final
3-8to1-4toaTipperary side
that progressed to win the
All-Ireland.

But 12 months Limerick
were back inthewinner'sen-
closure.

Team captain was Paddy
Cobbe from St Patrick’s.

“We had a great side al-
right,” he recalled this week
from his home in Cork city.

“It certainly wasn't a sur-
prise tous that we won it.”

His confidence came
from the campaign of the
previous year and the run
of Limerick CBS of Sexton
Street to the Harty Cup final
that Spring.

“We should have won that
Harty Cup. We played Flan-
nans outside in the Gaelic
Grounds in the final - there

. was a gale blowing so bad

that you couldn’t lift the ball
onto the hurley,” recalled
Cobbe.
“Wehad about halfofthat
Harty team with Limerick.”
Limerick captain Cobbe
was one of five St Patrick's

| men on the winning panel.

The city side won a hat-trick
of county minor hurling
championships from 1956-
58.

Limerick’s minor cam-

| paign started on June 1with

| “We lost the final to Tipp

a 6-6 to 4-6 win over Tipper-
aryin Cork.

| theyear before but they had
| agreat team that time with
| Jimmy Dovle and others.

better,” outlined St Patrick’s
club-man Cobbe.

Inthe Munster semi-final
Limerick needed a replay to
overcome Clare.

The drawn game finished
Limerick 3-1, Clare1-7.

However, Limerick domi-
nated the replay 8-13to 2-4.

“I scored 4-5 the second
day,” recalls Cobbe of the
meetings with Clare,

Waterford were the final
oppoenentsonJuly 6. Limer-
ick were comfortable 8-g9 to
2-5 Winners.

“I think I got cut early
in that game - by one of my
own!,” laughed Cobbe.

Then it was onto Croke
Parkforthe Limerick young-
sters.

The All-Ireland semi-
final in Croke Park was an-
other easy win for Limerick
- 8-14 to 0-2 over Antrim on
August 10,

But the September 7 fi-
nal was to be a much closer
affair.

Galway provided the op-
position in Croke Park and
Limerick emerged four point
winners-5-8t03-10.

Claughaun’s Pat Mur-

Backinthe day: the Limerick team (above) that won the 1958 All Ireland minor hurling final; below - captain Paddy Cobbe s presented with the trophy after the g:

phy and Sean Hayes of Cap-
pamore were the scoring
heroeswith 2-1each.

The game was the cur-
tain-raisertothe Tipperary/
Kilkenny All Ireland senior
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“WESTAYED UP THE
NIGHT BEFORE - IT
WASLIKE GOINGTO
AMERICAFORUS.
THERE WERE ABOUT
FOURORFIVEOFUS
INAROOM"

final and attracted 47,000 to
Croke Park.

“We got a goal about five
minutes from the end,” re-
called the captain of their
winning margin.

“One of the things that I
remember was that the two
captains got the cup outside
onthesod. Theyhad knocked
the Hogan Stand at the time.
| had to wait around until af-
ter the senior final and then
myselfand Tony Wall (Tipper-
ary’swinning senior captain)

.
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The halfforward had tore-
main togged out for the near
two hour wait and can recall
someone providing an over-
coal to keep him warm.

Limerick’s back room
team at the time contained
13 selectors and Cobbe re-
members Fr Gerard Mec-
Namee writing a speech for
him before the end ofthe sen-
ior game.

Limerick returned home
after the game.

“We stayed up the night
before - it was like going to
America for us. There were
about four or five of usin a
room that night,” he laughed.

“We went up and came
down in Taxis - [ think Tom-
my Caseywasdriving the taxi
and he drove Mick Mackey in
1940,” said Cobbe,

On return to Limerick it
was off to Flannery’s Hotel
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back again for the big one in
a few years but it never hap-
pened,” said Cobbe, who
played senior with Limerick
in 1963 and ‘64.

“Limerick hurling was fly-
ing that time with a couple
of junior wins and the minor
and there were Harty Cups -
eventhelocal championships
were flying,” said Cobbe, who
hopes to travel to Croke Park
this Sunday to see Limerick
lift afourth All-Ireland minor
Crown.

Al-Treland Final team: Tommy Hanlay
(Kilmallock); John McDonogh (St Patricks),
Jimmy Guinane (St Patricks), Con O'Connell
(Doan); John Joa Bresnihan {Hospital), Joe
Leonard (Fedamore), Michael Hanrahan
{Treaty Sarsfields): Brendan Kelleher (Mur-
roe), Pat Hartnett (Tournafulla); Paddy
Cobbe, capt {5t Patricks), Liam Canty (Kil-
mallock), Pat Murphy (Claughaun); Eamonn
Carey (Patrickswell), Sean Hayes (Cap-
pamore], Sean Saxton (Newcastle West).
Subused: [es Dilane (Fedamore). Paned
members: Tom Meaney ( Treaty Sarshelds),
Tony 0'Brien :’Fr?tnr:hzs_wﬁﬁjl: F‘a!_ﬂnﬂetﬁt
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ielow - a Pipe Band welcomes the side back to Limerick after the win Shoulder high: Captain Paddy Cobbe is chaired off the pitch by Limerick supporters after the game; below - play-
ersand officials at the victory dinner in Flannery's Hotel. Pictures: Limerick Leader Archive




