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MOMENT IN TIME: MUNSTER FINAL, 1994

Twentyyearsago
thisweek the
Limerick hurlers
ended their wait for
afirst Munstertitle
In13years. Jerome
0’Connelllooks
back onthat1994
finalwin over Clare

ARY Kirby can re-
member the scenes
well.

Thirteen years of a
Munster champi-
onship famine ended and up
the steps he went to lift the
Munster SHC trophy in Sem-
ple Stadium.

“Last year in the Gaelic
Grounds brought it all back
for me,” recalled the Patrick-
swell man this week.

“I remember standing up
there to get the cup and just
looking down at the Limerick
colour on the field - they are
great memories,” he recalled
of the Munster final of July
10,1994.

“Liftingthat cup and run-
ning out onto Croke Park for
the All Ireland in ‘g4 are two

of the memories that I will
always have. They were great
days.”

Munster Cupinhand, Kir-
by was then carried shoulder
high through the thousands
of Limerick fans on the Sem-
ple Stadium field.

“Ithink youturnintoaio
year old all over again with
the excitement. The sup-
porters were unreal. In fair-
nessithadbeen13yearssince
we had won one - for a hurl-
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Thatmemorable summer of

Happinessis: Limerick captain Gary Kirby is carried shoulder high after the 1994 Munster final win over Clare. The 20th anniversary of that games occurs this week

and memoriesofthe previous
year came flooding back for
Limerick.

Just twelve months ear-
lier a side that had won the
National Hurling League and
reached the Munster final of

“Itall started against Cork
inthe Gaelic Grounds - a fine
wet day,” recalled Houlihan.

“Ithink winning your first
round is so important and it
can gel a team together and
is great for moral. That was a

lock man.

Along with Kirby and
Houlihan, Ciaran Carey, Ger
Hegarty, Joe O’'Connor and
Mike Galligan were other
survivors from the ‘g2 Mun-
ster final team to that which

brown club success and was
Joined by selectors Liam Leni-
han (Tournafulla) and Rory
Kiely (Feenagh-Kilmeedy) as
well as physical trainer Dave
Mahedy.

In that round one game

All that confidence was
necessary to battle back to
victoryin the opening round
clash.

Within minutes of Kirby
crashing the ball to the net,
Limerick added further goals

‘92 had gone to Ennistoplay  startofaneraforalotof play-  took the field in the decider debuts were handed out to  from Pat Heffernan.
ing county we just don’t win Clare. But there was a shock  ers. Somewould have started two years later. Damien Quigley, Steve Me- Houlihan ean still remem-
enough but stillthe support- in store and Clare emerged  in ‘g2 whenwe gottothe final “We had new manage- Donogh,JohnO'NeillandJoe berthe value of the win.
ers are just great,” outlined 3-16to3-12 winners. below in Paire Ui Chaoimh

the four time All Star.

Within minutes of the

and we had won the league

ment and the team just
seemed to click and gelled

Quaid, while the likes of Ger
Galvin, John Roche and Mick

“Beating Cork in the first

round was a big thing for

S0 what made the differ- start of the ‘94 champion- that year too - there were withthewins”recalledMike Wallacewereothernewfaces moral. Whenyouwinthefirst

encein ‘g4? ship, hopes were already plenty coming through from Galligan. onthe scene. round it sets out your stall for

Generalagreementismo- fadingafterablisteringstart the minors in ‘84 and the U- “Of course we got to the “We had won the league theyear.Corkhad beeninthe

mentum. from The Rebels. 21sin'87andthenafewmore Munsterfinalin ‘92 and they in‘g2and thatgaveusconfi- All Ireland final of 1992 and
Butmuchistraced backto All then changed. came on board. Those play- gave usabit of a trimming. dence-wehadbeaten Corkin

the opening round win over
Cork inthe Gaelic Grounds.
It was a rain-soaked day
when the Ennis Road venue
was umbrella covered.
Corkracedintoa2-4too-2

Kirby stood over a 21-me-
tre free but his effort was
saved fora ‘65. Mike Houlihan
delivered into the goalmouth
a Kirby doubled on the deliv-
ery to flash to the net.

ers had won at underage and
more had Munster clubtitles
- we had beaten Cork clubs
in ‘92 and ‘g4 and when you
start to believe you can beat
them,” outlined the Kilmal-

Thenin the first round in ‘g3
itwasClareand therewereno
backdoorsinthosedays,” said
the Claughaun half forward.
Tom Ryan came into the
scene on the back of Bally-

the semi-finaland Tippinthe
final in that league and that
was a big thing for us at the
time - that gave usconfidence
and a platform,” outlined Gal-
ligan.

still had the likes of Ger Cun-
ningham, Seanie O’Gorman,
JimCashmanallintheirteam
with several All Ireland med-
als,” recalled the midfielder.

Continued on Page 20
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MOMENT IN TIME: MUNSTER FINAL, 1994

ldidn'texpect much

In"'94...butwhatan
honour to captain
your county and win'

“You need a bit of luck to
get overthe first round. I think
if you look back at the last 15
years our record would be de-
plorable. The win this year
must be the first time since
the ‘go’s that we have won
first rounds back-to-back,”
explained Houlihan.

Limerick progressed to
win that Cork game, 4-11 to
3-10 with Heffernan getting a
memorable second half goal
when hedelightfully flicked to
the net after a Carey delivery.

That brought Limerick to
a Munster semi-final against
Waterford and after a tight
battle Tom Ryan had guided
his side to a Munster final on
a 2-14 to 2-12. Although with-
out a Munster title since 1981,
Limerick were a coming team
and it was no surprise to see
them back in the decider, ac-
cording to Houlihan.

“Remember that elubhurl-
ing in Limerick was strong
with The Well, Ballybrown
and ourselves. Just look at
now and Na Piarsaigh have
won two of the last three and
again Limerick are strong at
inter-county level. The minor
and U-21s hadwon and it’sthe
same now, players have Harty
Cup medals and are winning
underage so they want to
achieve more.”

And achieve more they did.

“They were good times - al-
though we did lose the All Ire-
land finals,” sighed Kirby.

But back to the Munster
final!

“Agood day..... great times.
It wasone ofthem days. I'd say
myself Mike (Galligan) and
Frankie (Carroll) must have
hit 16/17 points from the half
forward line. Wejust went into
the field with momentum and
that was key,” said Kirby,

“There are days when you
hittheballanditjustgoesover
the bar.”

Of course there was no
shortage of motivation head-

ing to Thurles for the final
with the championship en-
counter of 12-months previ-
ous still raw.

“That was a huge setback
to lose in Ennis - we thought
we were going well and had
a chance after being in the
Munster final and winning
the league in ‘g2. Out in En-
nis Mike Houlihan was sent
off and we just never rallied,”
Kirby explained.

Fired up by those memo-
ries Limerick set the early
pace in the ‘94 decider and
were 0-5 to 0-2 ahead in the
early stages. But back came
the Len Gaynor managed
Clare and a Stephen Sheedy
point levelled at 0-6 each. A
huge long range effort from
Frankie Carroll helped Lim-
erick to the interval lead.
In front of 43,368 Limerick
stormed to victory - 0-25 to
2-10.

Man of the Match was
Mike Galligan with a remark-
able seven points from play.

“Clare had been to the
Munster final in 1993 against
Tipperary but things just
seemed to go right for us.
After half time we got a flow
of points and that put Clare
away,” herecalled.

A special individual dis-
play?

“To play well in a Munster
finalis great - in ‘g2 didn’t go
too well for me but in ‘g4 the
ball broke my way and its al-

“THERE ARE DAYS
WHEN YOU HIT THE
BALLANDIT JUST
GOESOVERTHE BAR"
-GARY KIRBY
waysnice tolook back on that.
IwasworkinginClare solhad
seen bothsidesofit afterwins
and losses, The first Munster

medal is always special.”
But Galligan has a fond-
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Bursting out: Stephen McDonogh (above) breaks out of the Limerick de-
fence during the 1994 Munster final against Clare in Thurles. Mike Nash
is in the background; below and right - team captain Gary Kirby is carried
shoulder high by jubilant Limerick supporters

ness for the championship
win of two years later.,

“96 [ will never forget -
we beat Cork down in Cork,
then we got back at Clare for
‘g5 and of course there was a
replay against Tipp in the fi-
nal,” he recalled.

The Clare-Limerick rival-
ryofthe period madeitallthe
sweeter for Houlihan.

“Theyhad ‘93 and thenwe
did ‘g4 and it was the oppo-
sitein ‘g5 and then usagain-
itwasinswingsbut of course
theywontheAllIrelandsand
we didn’t. It's very hard to be
beaten anyyear soitdoesgive
you a bit extra the next time
youmeet,” he explained.

But ‘g4 was the start ofa
number of big years.

“It was agood era for Lim-
erick hurling. The Munster
championship is so special

but it takes everything to
winit. The smallest effect can
make thedifference. Thatday
we were hitting scores from
all angles - Clare never really
got off the bracket that day,”
said Houlihan.

In the end Limerick ran
out nine point winners.

“Irememberat the start of
the year Tom Ryan asking me
to be captain after Patrick-
swell had won the county
championship.  didn't real-
ly expect much after ‘g3 but
what an honour to captain
you county and to win,” said
Kirby.
LIMERICK: Joe (uaid; Stephen McDonogh,
Mike Nash, Joe 0'Connor; Dave Clarke, Gar
Hegarty, Deckan Nash; Meke Houlihan, Ciaran
Carey (0-2); Frankie Carroll (0-2), Gary Kirby
(0-9), Mike Galligan (0-7); TJ Ryan (0-1),
Pat Heffernan {0-2), Damien Quigley {0-2).

Subs: .John Roche for Pat Heffernan, Mike
Wallace for T Ryan.

THE CLASS OF 94 - WHERE THE)

JOE QUAID MIKE NASH
The two time All Star Another big occasion for
goalkeeperisthe current the South Liberties family
manager of the Limerick this Sunday with son Barry
camogie team. In 2012 the lining out with the Limerick
Murroe-Boher clubman minors at centre forward
managed the LimerickU-16s and hiscousin Anthony,
to All-Ireland hurling title keeping goal for the Cork
andis aformer Limerick seniors.
County Board Coaching Of-
e JOE O'CONNOR

The 1992 national hurli
STEPHEN MCDONOGH league winning capmil;];rgas
The Brureeman joined Bri-  selector with Ballybrown
an Ryan's Limerick minor when they finally returned
hurling management this to the senior ranks witha
season as a selector after 2012 [HC success. Involved
Paul Finn had to step down with underage club sides
due towork commitments. now.

ishs to Limerick Hurlers on Sunday from John ‘ﬁ

L

Annacotty, Co Limerick ® Tel: (061) 336505 ® All sports on big screen.
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DAVE CLARKE

The 1994 All Star wing back
joined TJ Ryan's senior set-
up after the departure of
Donal 0'Grady this April.
The Kilmallock native was
previously coach tothe Lim-
erick U-21s and has held club
rolesacross the county.

Aminorand U-21 All Ireland
winner, Hegarty was Lim-
erick U-18 managerin 2009
and 2010. Led Murroe-Bo-
her seniors for the past two
seasons. Hisson, Gearoidis
aLimerick senior and U-21
footballer this season.

DECLAN

The South Liberties man
served as aselector withthe
Limerick seniors under Pad-
joe Whelehan in 2004 and
2005,

CIARAN CAREY

The three time All Star has
now served two seperate
terms as Limerick U-21 hurl-
ing manager. Hewasalsoa
senior selector under Donal
0'Grady in 2011 and under
John Allen for the start of
2012. Took up Lixnaw role
in past two weeks.

MIKE HOULTHAN

The two time All Star served
the previous five year term
as a Limerick County Coun-
cillor. Managed the Kilmal-
lock seniorteam in 2007
and plays a role at underage
level with the club now.
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FRANKIE CARROLL

Served asaselector with
Shane Fitzgibbon's Limer-
ickminor teamin 2011 after
managing the Garryspill-
ane senior side in 2009.

Has been involved with his
native Bouncers at Bordna
nOg level.

GARY KIRBY

The 1994 Munster SHC win-
ning captain was Limerick
senior hurling coach when
Richie Bennis led Limerick
tothe 2007 AllIreland final.
The four time All Star has
managed his native Patrick-
swell and currently Bruff.

Readyto go: The Limerick team (above) before the 1994 Munster
and Limerick's Gary Kirby with Tipperary referee Willie Barrett  Pictures: Limerick Leader Archive
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Battle hardened: Pat Heffernan, who started full forward but came offinjured, watches the closing stages of the
game. There are plenty of recognisable faces among the officials in the background.

MIKE GALLIGAN

The Claughaun man was
selector with Shane Fitzgib-
bon's Limerick minors in
2011 and 2012. Is currently
coaching Croom interme-
diate hurlers and was pre-
viously involved with his
native club.

TJ RYAN

After ayear asLimerick sen-
ior selector (2011) and a year
as Limerick U-21 manager
(z013), Ryan became county
senior manager this season.
Previously managed his na-
tive Garryspillane and Kil-
worth in north Cork.

final; below - Captains Anthony Daly of Clare

PAT HEFFERNAN

The Blackrock man man-
aged the Kerryseniorsin
2008. In 2011 he was a selec-
tor on the Limerick senior
management under Donal
0'Grady. Currently at the
helm of Blackrock interme-
diate side.

DAMIEN QUIGLEY

The 1904 All Star wasase-
lector with the Limerick
seniorsin 2004 with Padjoe
Whelehan. Was involved in
selecting all Limerick sen-
ior hurling manager since
2001. Currently managing
Na Piarsaigh camogie side.
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BEST OF LUCK
' TO THE LIMERICK
MINOR & SENIOR
. TEAMS




