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Durwebsite provides the most comprehensive
and up to date news and sports services forthe
people of Limerick, athome and abroad, seven
daysaweek. Log on forthe latest developments
brought toyou by our unrivalled team.
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LIMERICK enjoyed the
mother of all parties last
night, as the county’s huri-
erswere crowned Mun-
ster champions.

Pubs across the city and
county came alivewith songs
and revelry, as celebrations
wentonintothesmallhours.

For the first time since
1996, Limerick became Mun-
ster hurling champions, see-
ing off Cork by 0-24.to 0-15.

And the minor team also
remains firmly in the hunt
for All Ireland glory after
coming from eight points
down to rescue a thrilling
9-19 to 2-19 draw with Wa-
terford in the dying minutes.
They will replay on Tuesday
week, with a neutral venue
yet to be confirmed.

In the senior game, the
dismissal of Cork full-for-

.....

Na Piarsaigh chairman Timmy 0'Connor celebrates with his overjoyed clubman

Joy unconfined as
the city celebrates

ward Pa Horgan just before
the break gave Limerick a
numerical advantage, but
sharper shooting in the
second half prompted an
putpouring of emotion ata
packed Gaelic Grounds.

Asmembersofthe 42,730
-strong crowd made their
way back into town, dreams
were in the air of All-Ireland
glory.

The Treatymen will first
have to get through a tough
semi-final at Croke Park on
August 18 - but after yester-
day’sevents, the beliefisthat
anything is possible.

Caherdavin man John
Giltenan, who travelled from
London to watch the game
said: “I would not want to
gettoococky, butat the same
time, itisaveryrealistic pos-
sibility.”

Mayor Kathleen Leddin
-who celebrated Limerick’s
win with “four cups of tea” -
saidoneofhersonsisalready
tryingtobook aticket forthe
All-Treland final.

“They have come so far,
and are a very dedicated
team, and I feel they can go
all the way,” she said.

The mayor, who livesjust
metres away from Paire na
nGael, added she is “abso-
lutely elated”.

She said: “My voiceisstill
very scratchy, and my ears
are out of action from all the
noiseinthestands. Theteam
deserveit, because they have
worked extremely hard un-
der trying circumstances.”

Sean Lally, manager of
the Strand Hotel, said that
judging by the atmosphere,
it feels like Limerick are al-
ready All-Ireland champi-
ons.

“Everythingisgoingright
for Limerick - the place is
hopping. The buzz and vibe
isunbelievable. Itislike Lim-
erick hasjustwonanAll-Ire-
land! It is a brilliant result,
great for the city, and great
for the region,” he said.

Stephen McDonagh, one
ofthemembersof Limerick’s

Ea Dowlingand Hiﬂiﬂ'ﬂrlﬂlﬂnnaﬂﬂr‘asﬂ&ﬂt

[ PARTY TIME: PUBS PACKED OUT AS LIMERICK FANS REJOICE

last Munster-winning team
in 1996, enjoyed a quiet cel-
ebrationto “baskintheglory
of what has been achieved.”

“There have been alot of
disappointing days over the
last17years. It was extra spe-
cialthematchwasoninLim-
erick. Itisafantasticfeeling;’
he said. :

It is likely there will be
a great many sore headsin
Limerick this morning. But
after 17 years of Munster
Senior Hurling pain, it is
worth it.

See LeaderSport pages
26-32 for full coverage of
both the senior and minor
matches. Seealsotheweek-
end Leader formoreexten-

sive coverage.

WHATDID YOUGETUPTO? -

+HOWDID YOU CELEBRATE OUR
MOMENTUS MUNSTER FINAL
VICTORY? GETIN TOUCH!

WWW_LIMERICKLEADER.IE
@Limerick_Leader
@ www.facebook.com/limerickleader
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Ryan says
Limerick
canpick it
up alevel

CoLMKINSELLA
chkinsellaglimarickleaderia
@ckRugbyLeader

LIMERICK hurling manager,
Brian Ryaninsisted he was
disappointed his side hadn't
manage to securea dramatic
last gasp victory over Water-
fordin their hugely enter-
taining provincial final at the
Gaelic Grounds yesterday.
Limerick -who had been
eight points downwith 10
minutes remaining - pro-
duced a storming late come-
back to send the thrilling
decider to a replay. That
game will go ahead on Tues-

day, July 23 at a neutral ven-
ue, yet to be confirmed.

Ryan remains confident Lim-
erick can up their perform-
ance another level for next
week’'sreplay.

Limerick manager Brian
Ryan said: “I am disappoint-
ed not to have won the game.
We had two chancesin the
last 30 seconds towin the
game. We will take what we
get at this stage.

“Thisis Waterford's fourth
game in this year’s Munster
championship and they had
extra time. It stood tothem.

“They are an experienced
outfit. We don’t have as much
experience. Thisisoursecond
championship game. Water-
ford hit the ground running
with the benefit of those
matches,

“Ittook ourladssometime
to get to the pace of the game.
Wereallygotintoitonlyinthe
last 20 minutes.

“Thereisgreat characterin
those young men,

“We have a strong group of
players and they all put their
name in the hat for selection.
That is the way to have it.

“This is a young team. We
have seven guys under-17
years of age. The physicali-
ty of the Waterford guys was
evident today. It is a learning
curve for us and we are on the
upward arc of that curve.

“lam happy thereisanoth-
er notch in us. Alot of players
didn’t play up to their full po-
tential.

“It’s back to the training
ground for us now. We need
to cut out our mistakes.

“It was a big occasion for
young fellas. They performed
admirably given the circum-
|_stances.”

The Limerick minor hurling panel before their Munster final with Waterford in the Gaelic Grounds. Replay details will be announced today by the Munster Council

LIMERICK ROAR

LIMERICK 2

WATERFORD #-t:

CoLMEKINSELLA
colm kinsellaglimerickleaderie
@ckrugbyleader

LIMERICK minor hurlers’
Munster odysseyissetto
continue after the Shannon-
siders produced astorming
comeback to earnathrill-
ing draw with Waterfordin
their final shoot-out at the
Gaelic Grounds yesterday.
Substitute Tom Morrissey
netted a brilliant goal in the
final minute of normal time
to earn an unlikely replay
for Limerick in this high-
scoring encounter with a
fancied Deise side.

Limerick, seeking their
first provincial title at this
level since 1984, looked all
set to endure further heart-

break when trailing by eight
points, 2-18 to 0-16, with alit-
tle over 10 minutes remain-
ing.

However, the Shannon-
siders, cheered on by the
large home support, were
handed a lifeline in the 56th
minute when top scorer Ro-
nan Lynch blasted a 20-me-
tre free tothe net.

Na Piarsaigh clubman
Lynch finished with a ter-
rific personal haul of 1-g,
while the highly impressive
Cian Lynch struck over four
points from playin the open-
ing half.

The industrious Barry
Nash, moved to midfield in
the second half, chipped in
with three fine points from
play.

Limerick’s Pat Ryan and
Waterford's Stephen Ben-
nett traded further points
in the closing stages, before
Morrissey netted the equal-
ising score in a high octane
encounter.

Limerick, who had de-
throned All-Ireland cham-
pions Tipperary in the
Munster semi-final, did have
a couple of chances late on
to sneak victory. However,
those efforts drifted nar-
rowly wide.

To be fair, it would have
been very harsh on Water-
ford had the visitors not
managed to secure areplay.

Limerick will be looking
tomakeaquicker starttothe
replay than they did in yes-
terday’s drawn encounter.

Waterford led right the fi-
nal until Morrissey's equal:
ising goal when the Ahane
teenager showed admira-
ble pace and composure to
strike. :

Onasteaming hot day and
given the lively nature of the
playing surface, this was al-
ways going to be a high-scor-
ing affair.

Thingslooked somewhat
ominousforthe homesideas
Waterford eased into a use-

BACK TO DRAW

ful 0-g to 0-5 lead half-way
through the half.

However, the excellent
Cian Lynch kept Limerick
well in touch, hitting over
some terrific points from
play.

Limerick survivied a
scare just four minutes be-
fore the break when Water-
ford were awarded apenalty.

However, a combination
of Colin Ryan and Barry Nash
managed to block Stephen’s
Bennett’s goal attempt.

Limerick shipped two
goals in the third quarter
quarter from Stephen Ben-
nett and Micheal Harney to
fall well adrift.

However, the Shannon-
siders outscored their oppo-
nents2-3too-1intheclosing
10 minutesto earn a replay.

The Munster Council are
expected to annouce details
ofthereplay today (Monday)
with next Tuesday, July 23,

heavily mooted as the likely
date.

TEANS ARD SCORERS

SCORERS : Limerick: Ronan Lynch 1-9(0-8
frees, 0-1°65), Cian Lynch 04, Tom Morrissey
1-1, Barry Nash 0-3, Pat Ryan 0-2. Waterford:
Patrick Curran 0-6(0-1'85, 0-1free), Stephen
Bennett (1-2), Austin Gleeson 0-3, (0-2 frees),
Micheal Harney 1-0, Colm Roche, DJ Foran (0-
2) each, Shane Bennatt, Conor Gleason, Adam
Farrell, Michasl Kearney (0-1) aach.
LIMERICK: Calin Ryan (Pallasgreen); Jamie
Porter (Monaleen), Richard English (Doon),
Sean Finn (Bruff); Stephen Ryan (Doon), Sean
Flanagan {Fechanagh-Castiemahon), Andrew
LaTouche Cosgrave (Monaleen); Jamia
Butler (Fachanagh-Castlemahon), Ronan
Lynch; Barry Nash (South Liberties), Daragh
0'Donovan (Doon], Cian Lynch {Patrickswell),
Dean Coleman (Doon), David Dempsey (Na
Piarsaigh), Pat Ryan {Doon). Subs: Graham
Whelan {Bruff) for 0'Donovan (37 mins),
Stephen Power (Ahane) for Flanagan (42
mins), Tom Morrissey (Ahane) for Coleman (47
mins), Michael Casey for Porter (50 mins).
WATERFORD: Gavin Power; Wiliam Hahessy,
Kevin Daly (Capt), Cian Learmy; Torn Devine,
Austin Gleason, Shane Bennett; Michael
Kearney, Michael Harney; Adam Farrell,
Stephen Bennatt, 0J Foran; Patrick Curran,
Colm Roche, Conor Gleeson. Subs: Cormac
Curran for Farrell (40 mins), Mark 0'Brien for
Gleeson (54 mins), Paul 'Connor for Harney
{57 mins).

REFEREE: FergalHorgan {Tipperary)
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LIMERICK PLAYER RATINGS

NICKEY QUAID 8

Somehow the ball stayed out on two
occasions in the opening 20 minutes
when Cork looking certain to goal. In
the dyingminutes of the halfhe caught
onesuperb ball onthe crossbar,

Just like the Tipperary game he led
from the front. Had a couple of tricky
moments with Patrick Horganin the
first half but was a tower of strength
in the second half with one memora-
ble caught.

RICHIEMCCARTHY 9

Anathertowerof strengthfromMcCa-
rthyattheedgeofthesquare. Seamus
Harnedy got a few scores ofF him but
how many times did McCarthy stand
firmandclearball, especially

pressure came oninthe first half,

TOM CONDON 8

A bit like the Tipp game had anxious
moments against Jamie Coughlan at
thestartofthesecondhalfbutoncehe
settlednormalserviceresumedwhere
Condonbroketacklesand clearballto

break Cork hearts.

What a point from the vice captain to
open the game and settle Limerick in
theopeningminute. Tookablowtothe
head from Horgan for the sending off
but continued to outhur! Patrick Cron-
in, especiallyin the first half,

WAYNEMCNAMARA 9

The Adare manwaswingbacklast sea-
sonbutnowbrilliantatthe heartofthe
defence. Saw his man Cian McCarthy
replaed at half time and then curbed
Cronininarejigged Cork attackinthe

second half

GAVIN O'MAHONY 8

Came up against speed merchant
Conor Lehane from the start but was
never troubled as he deprived his
marker of possession. Wasaconstant
launch pad for attacksand a great link
manwhen Limerick had extramanin

second half

DONAL O'GRADY é

The captain led from the front with
some great challenges to win 50-50
balls in the first half. Superb delivery
intoattackandintheendheplayedthe
final 10-minutes atwinghadw?g:mhe

kept Cathal Naughton quiet,

PAUL BROWNE &

Had agreat battlewith Daniel Kearney.
Ranhimselffromdefencetoattackand
always available for a pass. A bit wild
withshootingattimes butnotchedone

lovely scoreinthe first half,

DAVIDBREEN é

Caused allsorts of trouble tothe Cork
rearguard with some great soloesin
the first half, Fouled for a number of

enthe

freeswhichDeclanHannon converted.

Createdagoal chancewithonerunbut

his shot flashed wide.

The Garryspillane man isn't a re-
nowned scorer but ended as the top
scorerfrom playwiththreefine points.
Atrojanamountofworkat centre for-
wardandstillhadtimetosupplypasses
foranumber of scores.

SEAMUSHICKEY 8

TheMurroe-Bohermanwasindefence
asoftenashewasatwingforward. His
role is the cover as much ground as
ossible and he did. The final ball often
him down but all was forgiven with
abrilliant second half point.

SEANIETOBIN 8

A point in either half from the corner
forwardisanicereturn, Worked hard
to drag the defence out of shape and
found himself fouled for frees, which

were converted by Hannon.

DECLAN HANMON 8

Playedmore of the gameatfullforward
thanwaspredicted. Crashed through
forabrilliantearlypointinthe firsthalf,
Finished with eight points, whichin-
cludedamemorablelineballandafine
second half point,

GRAEMEMULCARY 8

The Kilmallockman may have beenqui-
et but for his time on the field he still
hittwo pointsand especiallywhen the
supplylinesweren't briliantinthefirst
half ina two man full forwardline.

SHANE DOWLING 9

Played the final 25-minutes and did
what was asked of him with crucial
scores to help open the gap on Cork.
Also created a score for Declan Han-
nonwithaperfect delivery,

CONORALLIS 8

Playedthe final 20-minutesasafourth
manacrossthe halfforwardline, Won
some early ball and helped to stop the
Cork defence get any foothold, Picked
upanankleandwill hopefully be ok for
nextmonth,

CATHALKING 8

Played the final 10-minutes in midfield
when Limerick's management looked
forfreshlegsinthemiddlethird, Oneof
three Na Piarsaigh subsused,

CATHALKING 9

Introduced with five minutes to pl
andreallyputtheicing onthe winwit
two of the finest scores that will be
seenthisseaso

NIALLMORAN 3

Thelast of thefive subsused. Madeim-
mediate impact when fetching puck
outandsoloing forwardtofire overthe
finalscoreofthegameasajust reward
for one of the longest serving mem-
bersofthe panel

wwwi.limerickleader.ie Monday, July15,2013

Happy days: Limerick players Stephen Walsh and Seanie Tobin celebrate inthe dressing roomafter their Munster SHC final win over Cork

What dreams
are made of,

says 0'Grady

“IT'sjust whatdreamsare
made of,” beamed Limerick
captain Donal 0'Grady.

It wasoveranhourand a half
since he lifted the Munster
senior hurling championship
cup in the Mackey Stand and
still he couldn't stop smiling.

“It's sport and it’s unbe-
lievable - the hair stood on
the back of my head about 10
minutes togo,” he explained.

“It’s so hard to put it into
words,” he gasped.

“When we were eight
up, I felt we were getting
the scores at the right time,
which is crucial. We got two
or three and then they came
back with one or two but we
got one, two, three, four and
I remember giving a smile
to Wayne Mac that we were
safe,” he recalled of the final
minutues,

“I couldn’t believe that
my father was one of the first
on the field and it's about the
first time that Ihave seen him
in on the field since I started
to hurl,” he said with a broad
smile of contentment.

“It'sjust great - we weren't
going to leave it after us to-
day,” he stressed.

“We knew there was a big
gameinusanditwasn't going
to be for the want of trying.”

Herecalled the hurt oflos-
ing April’s Division 1B hurl-
ing league finalto Dublin and
said that pain was a motivat-
ing factor.

“I think losing the Divi-
sion 1B league final was a fac-
tor - there was such hurt in
that dressing room. It wasn't
too long ago and that hurt
was there for Tipperary and
John Allen drove it home to

us about remembering that
dressing room,” outlined
O’'Grady.

“The one thing that we
drove home was that we
wanted to play the game and
not the ocecasion. I thought
in the first half we were un-
deralittle bit of pressureand
weren't hurling that well but
continued to work. I didn’t
realise that they hit 10 wides,
which maybe shows they
weredominant,” herecalled.

“We kept on plugging
away. I thought the Cork full
back line were outstanding
in the first half and I knew
Graeme and Seanie didn't
get much ball and a few
words were saud at halftime
and then straight away they
scored and thats great char-
acter - we started the second
halfwell and that helped us

said the Granagh-Ballingarry
man.

“The onething about Cork
is that they are great stick-
men and they will destroy
youifyougive them spaceand
you can see that even against
14-men we didn't curb them
until the final quarter when
we gottogripswiththegame
-wejusthadtotightenupand
eventually we pulled away,”
he said.

“There was a stiff enough
breeze and at half time so we
were happy enough-obvious-
ly the sending off played its
part but I thought there was
alot moreinus.

He added: "1 had a good
feeling through the second
half, even though we started
with two sloppy frees”.

“The subs that came on
were outstanding.”
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a magical day for Limerick

STEVEN MILLER
steven miller@limerickleaderie
@staven_miller)?

Itwasadayofhighdramain
the Gaslic Grounds onSun-
day asthe Limerick hurlers
claimed their first Munster
titlein17 years. Here's our
blow-by blow-account of the
action. 2

1min-Limerick take anly 18
secondsto take the lead. Paudie
(0'Brien points from just inside half
way aftertakinga pass from Sea-
mus Hickey

Tmin- Cork replyimmediately as
Daniel Kearneylevels things up

2 mins -Declan Hannon gets his
first pointwhen he burstsontoa
loose ball to point from play

3 mins - Limerick go two up after
the referee spots an off the ball
foul by Stephen McDonnellon
Seanie Tobin. Hannon taps over
the straight forward free

Tmins-JamesRyanwinsalim-

erick puck out, takes onthe Cork
defence and fires over from just
outsidethe ‘45

8 mins - Pa Horgan gets Cork's
second point after a pass from
Seamus Harnedy

T mins-Harnedy gets hisfirst
score aftar Cork work the ball the
full length of the field

14 mins-Declan Hannon misses
along-range free and Cork come
back down the field where Pa
Croninis fouled by Paudie 0'Brien
and PaHorgan level things at 0-4
each

16 mins - Pa Horgan puts Corkin
front for the first time when he
points fram play

16 mins- Cork almost get the first
goal ofthe game but Horgan's ef-
fort flashes across the face of the
goalandwide

17 mins - Graeme Mulcahy shows
aglimpse of his class when he
takesonthe Cork defence and
gets his first point to level things
up

18 mins - Another let off for Lim-
erick as Nickey Quaid is blinded by
the sunand drops a high ball but

33 mins- After wides from Paul
Browne and James Ryan, Sean
Tobin stops the rot with his first

4 from play

34 mins-And a minute later,
Donal 0'Grady powers forward, is

“#8 fouled and Declan Hannon levels

:3 things up again

35 mins - The game’s biggest
talking point arrives when Cork’s
full-forward and free-taker Pa
Horganis givenastraight red
card forawild pull on Paudie
O'Brien. It seemsaccidentaland
the decision seems harsh but Lim-
erick head for the dressing rooms

. tied at 0-10 each but with numeri-

g caladvantage for the second half

Celebration time: Stephen Walsh and goalkeeper Nickey Quaid show their delight after the game

Richie McCarthyis on hand to take
the ball of the line

19 mins - Luke O'Farrell puts Cork
back into the lead when he points
from play

22 mins - David Breeen earns
afreefor Declan Hannon to tie

things up again

25 mins - But Corktake the lead
againwhen Pa Horgan pointsa
free after McCarthy fouls Harnedy

26 mins-Corkareonabitofaroll
now. Pa Cronin hasacresof space
to point after being set up by Tom
Kenny

27 mins - David Breenis again
fouled for a free. Declan Hannon
again is ontarget toleave one be-
tweenthem

29mins- Seamus Harnedy gets
ontheend of along ball to restore
Cork's two-point advantage

29 mins- Paul Browne is setup by
Donal O0'Gradyand after missinga
earlier chance he makes amends
to cut the deficit once morae

30 mins - Cork get another half
goal chance but Richie McCarthy
blocks bravely andthe dangeris
cleared

31mins - But Cork are on target
again moments later when Cronin
gets his second from play

% SECONDHALE

36 mins-Graeme Mulcahywinsa
Limerick puckout, heads straight
for goal and takes a handy point to
put Limerick into a lead they'll hold
forthe remainder of the game

38 mins -Seanie Tobin is fouled
by Lorcan McLoughlinand Declan
Hannon lands the free for his sixth
pointofthe game

8 mins- Jamie Coughlan, intro-

~ ducedasahalf-time sub, points

afree fromnearthe sideline to
narrow the gap as Corkintroduce
Cathal Naughton for Conor Lehan

42 mins - JamesRyan'sinfluence
continuesto grow and he takes

4 apassfrom Seanie Tobin for his

second point

43 mins - Coughlanis fouled by
Tom Condon,and he points the

& freehimselffroa position similar

tothe first. Limerick are stillone
up

% 48 mins-Tobin gets another

point, this time after a pass from
Paul Browne

45 mins - After puttinginavery
honest effort, David Breenis
called ashore and replaced by his
club-mate Shane Dowling

48 mins - Stephen Walsh fouls
Harnedy but Coughlan missesthe
free and withina minute Shane
Dowling sends along ballinto
Hannon onthe edge of the square
who makes afine catch before
pointing to put Limerick three
clear. It's a crucial moment inthe
game

51mins - Dowling certainly
makes his presence felt ashe

points off his left to put Limerick
fourin front. Conor Allis joins

the actioninplace of Graeme
Mulcahy

53 mins-James Ryanadds his
third point, a massive effort
from out near the sideline onthe
openstandside

54 mins-Seamus Harnedy
replies for Cork and the giant
Michael Cussencomesin at
full-forwardin place of Luke
O'Farrell. For Limerick, Cathal
King comesinforthe injured
Paudie O'Brien

58 mins - Cathal Naughtan
points on the runfor Corkto
reduce the gap tothree once
againandaminute later Pa
Croninadds one from long
range. Game s still alive

59 mins - Seamus Hickey has
been busyall afternoonand he
repliesimmediately

61mins-Anthony Nash putsa
Cork puckout out over the side-
line and Declan Hannon puts
overa delightful sideling cut
fromin front of the stand

64 mins - Shane Dowling gets
another point, this time after
gettingonthe end of aclearance
from Donal 0'Grady

65 mins - Kevein Downesisjust
seconds on the field but Cork
gift him possession and he
makes them count with his first
score. Limerick are now sixup

68 mins - Downes puts his hand
up for astarting spotthe next
daywith a delightful point froma
tightangle

69 mins-Shane Dowling gets
histhird point since coming on
and Niall Moran also marks his
introduction with a fine effort.
Limerick are 0-24 to 0-15upand
the crowd are ready toinvade
the pitch

T2 mins - Dowlingmissesa
late free butit’simmaterial as
the long-suffering Limerick
supporters invade the Gaelic
Grounds pitch and erupt in joy
when Donal O'Grady lifts the
Munstertrophy
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Joyous scenesinthe Gaelic Grounds as Limerick end
their 17-year wait for Munster championship glory

GLORY DAYS
AS LIMERICK
GET THE JOB
DONE IN STYLE

@
&

0-24

0-15

JErRoM EQ’'CONNELL
jerome.oconnellglimerickleaderia

@leromesport

THE famineis over. For the

firsttime since the summer of
1996, Limerick are Munster

senior hurling champions.
Champions for the 19th and
John Allen's sidediditinstyle.

Not content with dethron-
ing champions Tipperary in
the semi-final, Limerick were
abletobring their gametoan-
otherlevel to beat Corkinyes-
terday’s thrilling final.

Backed by a majority of
Limerick supporters in the
42,730 attendance in the sun
baked Gaelic Grounds, Limer-
ick never really looked in any
trouble in a superb second
half performance.

Jimmy Barry Murphy's
Cork had asked questions of
Limerick in the opening half
but oncethehomesidehitthe
front in the second half there
was no denying victory.

In first half injury time
Cork were reduced to 14-men
when Patrick Horgan was red
carded for awild pullon Paud-
ie O'Brien and The Rebelsnev-

errecovered.

Or in deed they were nev-
er allowed the recover. They
weretoscorejust five pointsin
thesecond halfas Limerick as-
sumed control toeasetowards
anine point win.

Not the in wildest dreams
could Limerick supporters
have thought that the title
would be all but secure with
five minutes to play.

- Such asthe margin in the
end that all four sides of the
playing surface were lined
with eager Limerick fans
ready to embrace their new
heroes at the final whistle,

From the very throw-in
Limerick laid down a marker
and resumed the same high
tempo performance that had
seen them past Tipp.

Paudie O’Brien fired over
from distance within 30 sec-
onds.

By the seventh minute
mark, the lead was 0-4 to
0-1 with James Ryan getting
through alot of work to main-
tain traffic towards the Cork
goal.

But Cork eventually found
their feet and led o0-5 to 0-4
with 15-minutes played.

Indeed they went close to
goal but for some last ditch
defending from Nickie Quaid
and his full back line.

But after 11-minutes with-
out a score Limerick settled
with Graeme Mulcahy point-
ing. '
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From there to the interval
it was nip and tuck.

Cork looked to take a lead
tothedressing room but Sean
Tobin and a Declan Hannon
free tied up the game for the
fouth time - 0-10each.

But the first half had one
final twist. '

The game was in injury
time when Patrick Horgan
wasshown astraight red card.

Limerick resumed with
Richie McCarthy as the ex-
traman and as the game pro-
gressed the luxury of a spare
man in defence was to prove
key.

Mulcahy reopened the
scoring inside a minute but
twofreesfrom Cork subJamie
Coughlanhadthegameato-13
too-12with nineminutesgone
in the second half.

In the remaining 24-min-
utes Cork were to score just
three times as Limerick hit
them for 11 points.

Seanie Tobin set the ball
rolling and Declan Hannon
followed with another point
andallofasuddenthelead was
three pointsand the Limerick
subsbegan their now custom-
ary intrduction.

Shane Dowling was first
and within five minutes he
foundtherange tostretech the
lead.

Then came one of the
scoresof the game when Lim-
erickworked the ball through

defence to Seamus Hickey in
the halfforward line. Hefound
James Ryan, who duly fired
over his third point of the day
to open a five point lead.

Cork ralled though - Sea-
mus Harnedy, Cathal Naugh-
ton and Patrick Cronin all
pointed.

Thatleftito-17to 0-15with
11-minutes to play.

Limerick took over from
here.

Hickey pointed, then a De-
elan Hannon line ball curled
between the posts and Paul
Browne latched onto a loose
ball to punish Cork,

Limerickwereonaroll and
weren't to be stopped. Dowl-
ingadded tohistally and with
five between thesideseventhe
most hardened Limerick fan
was daring to dream.

Another sub - this time
Kevin Downes.

First touch and another

point,

The gap increased and the
nerves eased.

Limerick were to be Mun-
ster champions. Niall Moran
was the last of the five subs
andhehad the finalsayonthe
scoresheet.

The wait to celebrate
proved too much of a wait
for some as the pitch inva-
sion commenced but it was
almost worth the wait to see
the scenes on the piteh at the
final whistle,
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after the game; opposite page - Shane Dowling celebrates at the final whistle

SCORERS - LIMERICH: Declan Hannon 0-8 (5frees, 1lineball), James Ryan, Shane Dowling (Ifree) 0-3
each, Grasme Mulcahy, Sean Tobin, Kevin Downes 0-2 each, Paudie 0'Brien, Paul Browna, Seamus
Hickay, Niall Moran 0-1each. Cerlc Patrick Horan 0-4 (2frees), Seamus Harnedy 0-3, Patrick Cronin,
Jamie Coughlan (2frees) 0-2 each, Daniel Kearney, Conor Lehane, Cian McCarthy, Cathal Naughton 041
each,

LIMERICH: Nickie Quaid; Stephen Walsh, Richie McCarthy, Tom Condon; Paudie 0'Brian, Wayne
Mehamara, Gavin 0'Mahory; Paul Browne, Donal 0'Grady; David Breen, James Ryan, Seamus Hickey;
Graeme Mulcahy, Declan Hannon, Sean Tobin. Subs; Shane Dowding for David Breen {46mins), Conar
Allis for Graeme Mulcahy (Simins), Cathal King for Paudie 0'Brien (57mins), Kevin Downes for Sean Tobin
(B5mins), Niall Moran for Seamus Hickey (69mins).

CORK: Anthony Nash; Stephen McDonnell, Shane O'Neill, Conar 0'Suliivan; Tom Kenny, Lorcan
McLoughlin, Wilkam Egan; Christapher Egan; Conor Lehan, Cian McCarthy, Patrick Cronin: Luks
O'Farrell, Seamus Harnedy, Patrick Horgan. Subs: Jamie Coughlan for Cian McCarthy (h-t), Cathal
Naughton for Conor Lehane (41mins), Michael Cussen for Luke O'Farrell (54mins), Stephen White for
Lorcan McLoughlin (59mins).

REFEREE: James McGrath (Westmeath).
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LIMERICK manager
John Allen has heaped
praise on his players, de-
flecting any attention away
from himself. _

Allen came to Limerick
in the Autumn of 2011, re-
placing another Corkman
Donal O'Grady.

In Allen’s two year stint
Limerick have had their
setbacks but the former
Cork All-Ireland winning
manager constantly em-
phasised that LImerick
WEre on a journey.

Yesterday, theyreached
that journey and defeated
his native county.

“I can only appreciate
how significant today is,
maybeldon’t appreciateit
enough. I can see it in the
reaction today and the re-
action the last day and the
build up to this game that
thismeansahugeamount.”
said a beaming Limerick
manager.

“I am so delighted for
the players because they
have put in a hugh amount
of work for this - all inter-
county players are hard
working but these players
are very honest and I am
thrilled for them,” he said.

“This is about the play-
ersandeveryoneelseinthe
backroomteam-Iamonly
pullingthestringstogether
right now. It'sabout a hon-
est hard working group of
players,” he stressed.

Limerick captain Donal 0'Grady holds the cup, along with his chil-

famine ends

“You allow playerstobe
leadersonthefield because
they have to be - thereisno
pointmeshoutingfromthe
sideline. Over the last year
and a half we have tried
to ensure that they know
what they are doing - they
knew what to do when we
had the extra man and we
played it properly. There
was a plan and the players
stuck to the plan and fair
play to them.”

Allenwent tothelosing
Cork dressing room after-
wards but admitted to no
mixed feelings.

“There is a bound that
develops over time and
I am wearing a Limerick
jersey now,” he said as he
accepted more congratu-
lations at the victorious
dressing roomdoor.

“It's a great feeling with
minutestogothat we knew
wewere going towin-often
they go down to the wall.
We were able to use five
subsand it wasgreattosee
Niall Moran come in and
get a score and win a Mun-
ster medal. [ was particu-
larly delighted asoneofthe
older players that he won
it on the field,” explained
Allen.

“We never dominated
the first half and while we
started well enough we
were neverinchargeofthe
game but we took a hold of
the game straight away af-
ter half time and played
much better I thought. I
won't say I could never see
us losing the game but we
were in command for most
of the second half”

dren, Danny, aged 3 and a half, and Anna, aged 2, after victory over
Corkin the Gaelic Grounds on Sunday
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