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" _MUNSTER SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP SEMI-FINAL
&

imerick upset the odds with a thrilling and inspirational win over Tipperaryinthe

aelic Grounds to book Munster final place against Cork or Clare on July 14
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Thatwinning feeling: Seamus Hickey and Nickie Quaid celebrate after the game in the Gaelic Grounds; Quaid's two saves in the first half were crucial in keeping Limerick in contention
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Anrudisannamhisiontach.
Thescenesatthefinalwhistle
told thestory. June S will be
remembered forthe day that
the summer camealive.
Itwaseverything thatdreams
are made of - the tempera-
tures reached 26 degress,
almost 20,000 supporters
rocked the Gaelic Grounds
and Tipperary, Limerick’s
great rivals and the reigning
Munster champions, were
sent packing.

TheLimerick publiccame
more in hope that belief but
out on the field the Limerick
players displayed an inner
confidence that only those
closesttothe panel knewwas
possible.

All known form suggest-
ed that a Limerick win wasn't
possible. As Limerick went in
search of a first Munster SHC
win since 2007, they were the
bookies’ 7/2 outsiders against
the second favourites to lift
the Liam MeCarthy next Sep-
tember.

But it was Limerick that
hurled like real contenders
- setting the tempo from the
start to dispel any fears that
playing league hurling in the
second tier would be a disad-
vantage.

Supporters wanted a dis-
play of passion and spirit and
that was certainly at the foun-
dationofthisunbelievablewin.

Credit to John Allen,
Donach O'Donnell, Eamon
Meskell, John Kiely and Mark

Lyons, Limerick came with a .

plan and it worked.

They played with a two-
manfullforwardlineand then
outthefield set about dominat-
ing all individual roles and es-
peciallyattempting tostopthe
Tipperary launchpad of their
halfbackline.

Then when the game
opened up Limerick rang the
changes and two subs Shane
Dowling and Niall Moran
chipped in with some of the
clinching scores.

In the sweltering condi-
tions it appeared strange
that Limerick went through
a 30-minute warm-up but it
worked a treat and they domi-
nated from the off with a huge
workrateofhooking, blocking
and tackling.

elling in the space with Donal
(O’Grady, James Ryan and De-
clan Hannon all scoring from
play as Limerick led o-4 to 0-2
after 1 minutes.

Attheotherendtherewere
scaresbut Nickie Quaid pulled
off two superb saves to keep
Tippat bay.

Then the net was rattled -
and itcamefrom Seanie Tobin.

Nineteen minutes had
elapsed when he pounced to
pull first time after an initial
David Breen flick was cleared
offtheline. .

The goal had Limerick 1-6
to 0-4 clear and the Gaelic
Grounds was filling with op-
timism.

John O’'Brien was the one
Tipperary forward winning
his duel and his points stead-
ied their ship.

NonethelessLimerickwent
back to the interval dressing
room 1-7 to 0-7 clear and with
thecheersofthecrowdintheir
ears.
The expected Tipp back-
lash came on the resump-
tion with half time sub John
O'Dwyerwreaking havoc with

successive points inside
four minutes.

Donal O'Grady eased Lim-
erickbackintothecontestwith
hissecond pointbut Tipp kept
comingandtheirhalfbackline
were now evident.

John O’Brien tied up the
game for the first time in the
46thminute-1-gtoo-12.

Then Brendan Maher had
Tippahead.

Worse was to follow when
O’Dwyer crashed home a goal
forai-13to1-glead with exactly
zominutes to play.

The expected script would
be that Limerick would not
erumble, But not so.

Indeed Limerick outscored
Tipp 0-gto 0-2in the final 20
minutes to erase the memo-
ries of last year’s final quarter
collapsewhentheywereseven
pointsclearonlytolose by five,

The response was incred-

ible and within eight minutes
ofthegoal Limerickwereback
level1-14each. _

Crucially Limerick then
went ahead with Dowling
coming deep into his own half
topointafree.

Moran then shot on the
turn to point and Limerick
were ahead and supporters
werebeginning toallowthem-
selvesto dream.

With Man of the match
Richie McCarthy, Wayne
McNamara and Stephen
Walsh leading a huge defen-
sive charge there was no way
through for Tipp.

AKellyfreeleftiti1-16to1-15
with five minutes to play but
Limerick had enough of hard
luck stories,

O’'Grady pointed his third
and his with his clinched first
the Ennis Road erupted.

Onlyagoalcould deny Lim-
erick now and even the intro-
ductin of Lar Corbett couldn’t
help Tipp as Hannon sealed a
famous win with his ninth of
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Winners alright: Goalscorer Seanie Tobin cele

Up forit: David Breen battles for

possessionagainst Tipperary's
John 0'Brien

SCORERS -LIMERICK: Daclan Hannon 0-9 (six
frees, one '65), Sean Tobin 11, Donal O'Grady
(-3, Shane Dowding 0-2 (one free), David Brean,
James Ryan, NiallMoran 0-1 each. Tipperary:
John O'Dwyer 1-3, John 0'Brien, Seamus Caflanan
(all frees) 0-4 each, Evin Kelly 0-2 (onefree), Noel
McGrath, Brendan Maher (-1 each,

LIMERICK: MNickie Quaid; Stephen Walsh, Richie
MeCarthy, Tom Condon; Paudie 0'Brian, Wayne
MeNamara, Gavin 0'Mahony; Paul Browne, Donal
0'Grady; David Breen, James Ryan, Seamus
Hickey; Sean Tobin, Declan Hannon, Graeme
Mulcahy. Subs: Conor Allis for David Breen
(42mins), Shane Dowling for Seamus Hickey
(48mins), Niall Moran for Sean Tobin (64mins),
Cathal King for Paul Browne (65mins), Kevin
Downes for Jamas Ryan (E8mins).

TIPPERARY: Brendan Cummins; Paddy Stapleton,
Paul Curran, Michael Cahill; Kieran Bergin, Conor
O'Mahorry, Padraic Maher; Brendan Maher,
Shane McGrath; Pa Burke, Patrick Maher, John
0'Brien; Shane Bourke, Seamus Callanan, Noel
MeGrath. Subs: John O'Dwyer for Shane Bourke
{h-t), Egin Kellyfor Pa Bourke (44mins), Brian
0'Mearafor Seamus Callanan (49mins), Canar

0'Brienfor Shane McGrath (Bdmins), Lar Corbett

for Brendan Maher, inj (67mins).
REFEREE: Brian Gavin (Offaly)
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sub Cathal King on ajoyous day for Limerick hurling at the Gaelic Grounds
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Allenvery proud

of his battling

Limerick heroes

JEROME O"CONNELL
atthe Gaelic Grounds
jerome.oconneli@limerickleader.ie

ITwas 45 minutes afterthe
final whistle and Limerick
hurlers were still out on
the Gaelic Grounds pitch
accepting congratulations
and signing autographs.

Mo one wanted to leave
the scene of Limerick’s
greatestwin sincethe Tipp
trilogy of 2007.

It was over an hour af-
ter Brian Gavin's whistle
signalled a pitch invasion
that Limerick manager
John Allen spoke to media.

Despite the apathy and
a lack of supporter confi-
dence, Allen had told all
that Limerick were ready
for the battle prior to the
clash with the Munster
champions.

Now, vindicated Allen
wasin no mood for grand-
standing.

“I have the utmost be-
lief in the players and the
utmost trust, they have
huge gualities,” said Allen
in praise of his players.

“I know what they put
in and | wanted to make
it clear that this group of
players are putting in a
huge amount of time - they
put their lives on hold to
play inter-county hurl-
ing and I am very proud of
them,” said the man who
guided Cork to All-Ireland

glory.
“The Cork team of 2003-
2006 were a very special

group of players and hav-

ing being involved with
them I hav some measere
of knowledge of what is
needed.

“This year everyone
is a year further down

the line - everyone knows
they have to hyderate, that
they have to eat proper-
ly, that they do have to do
the gym work and there
are no shortcuts taken,”
he explained of Limerick’s
turnaroundsincetheyleta
seven point lead slip in the
corresponding game last
year.
“1 was obviously very
pleased by performance
and there were things
I wasn't overly pleased
about - overall it was a very
hard working, committed
performance and results
will come if you work that
hard.”
Limerick set the early
pace but when Tipp hit the
front many expected the
home side to falter.

“Theirfirst quarterofan
hour was their dominance
in the second half but they
didn’t score enough and
we outscored them g-2 af-
ter that - we kept at it and
made substitutions and
every won that came in
made a contribution,” he
outlined.

The extra strength in
depth was key to the Lim-
erick gameplan, aceording
tothe maanger.

“We were a goal up at
half time and if we were
to win this game we had
to stop their half back line
from pinging ball passes
all over the place. Our half
forward line might not
have stood out but they
worked so hard and that
was very important. Ideal-
ly we all want more than 15
top class players and they
brought on Bonner Maher
and Shane McGrath last
year - two very big players
and this year we used our
five players and that had a
big bearing,” he said.
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