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With their epic Dr Harty Cup victory and All-ireland Semi-Final victory, Ards-

:“{ coil Ris have shone a ray of sunshine into the hearts of hurling fans at a bleak

time for the sport in Limerick. The team lines out in the All ireland Colieges
Hurlmg Final against St Kieran’s College, Kilkenny, this Saturday at |

Semple Stadium in Thurles, 2.30pm. In this special puli-out

A v supplement, the Limerick Independent salutes Ardscoil’s

- achievement and anticipates the possibility of

7 All ireland hurling silverware for Limerick.
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Building a better future
for Ardscoil Ris

CORDIL Construction Ltd
No. 4 Sean Mulvoy Road, Galway,
Republic of Ireland
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ARDSCOIL Riss path lege, Kilkenny, has been Even their path to the pointed by the rows and
to Semple Stadium for a roller-coaster ride, qualifying tournament, chaos that is currently
the All Ireland Colleges making for some of the the Dr Harty Cup for besetting the senior
Hurling Final and the best hurling witnessed Munster schools, was team.
battle for the Croke Cup  Shannon-side for some truly an epic. This was The Dr Harty Cup, is
against St Kieran's Col-  considerable time. the North Circular Road  the prize awarded to the
B e school team’s first ap- winners of the Munster
: i : . : ce C ior ‘A’ Hurl-
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great satisfaction that
they took to the field,
* Dentures Made || making up for the disap-
: L pointment and knock-
| backs in the semi-finals
of the previous two
years.

players under the age of
19 years).

In a hurling-hungry
province, this is one of
the major prizes. For one
thing, the winners (and
in the past few years,

their names to the 18

erick CBS triumphed in

Ri, Cork; in 1958 by St

| | The Limerick side has  the runners-up) goonto Munster schools who 1920, 1925, 1926, 1927, Flannan’s, Ennis; in
| | clearly been champing represent Munsterinthe have raised the trophy 1932, 1964, 1965, 1966 1955 by North Monas-
at the bitin terms of this  battle for the Dr Croke since the tournaments and 1967, tery, Cork; in 1941 by

years effort, and Derek
Larkins teenagers have
not let their supporters
down—roaring out of
the traps with dream-
like skill and grace to
lift the spirits of fans of
all ages in Limerick who
have been bitterly disap-
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Cup, which is awarded
to winners of the All Ire-
land Senior A’ Colleges
Hurling Championship.

But this is also a com-
petition with a long and
rich history, and final
first-timers Ardscoil Ris
will be hoping to add

inception back in 1918.
The only other Limer-
ick side to have carved a
major corner for them-
selves in terms of Harty
Cup reputation is Lim-

erick CBS.

In the com
roll of honour for the top
ten holders of Harty
titles, Limerick CBS is

ranked third.

CBS has won the tour-
nament no fewer than
10 times, the last in
1993. Prior to that, Lim-

petition’s

But even as final-
ists, CBS have loomed
large in the history of
the competition, having
fallen at the last hurdle
on a further eleven oc-
casions. Limerick CBS
were beaten in 1098
by St Flannan’s, Ennis;
in 1984 by St Finbarr's
Cork; in 1975 by Colaiste
Iognaid Ris, Cork; in
1974 by St Finbarrs,
Cork; in 1970 by North
Monastery, Cork; in
1968 by Colaiste Chriost

North Monastery, Cork;
in 1940 by North Mon-
astery, Cork; in 1924 by
Rockwell College; and
in 1923 by Rockwell
College.

To have fielded a team
in the final 21 times in
less than a century is no
mean achievement, and
Ardscoil Ris will be fer-
vently hoping to join the
winners’ roll eall.

Ardscoil Ris ean join
that honour roll with
pride.
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Ardscoil Ris Hurling 3

Omens were always in

favour of Ardscoil Ris

et of can

Ipaign

The Dr Harty Cup campaign of 2010 afforded Ardscoil Ris an opportunity

to make up for the ‘close but no cigar’ disappointments of 2009 and 2008,

as well as settling scores again_st old enemies. While the smart money
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would have favoured them ovegdfnmg any possible jitters to exact the
ultimate prize, their success was by no means a foregone conclusion
THE most authorita- particularly important, to be a replay of that mentors Liam Cronin,
tive sports pundit of with John Fitzgib- match. Niall Moran, Natal
all—that is, the one bon and Brendan Would the Ardscoil O’'Grady and Jimmy
who is wearing the O'Connor ratcheting soldiers ‘choke’ at the Browne, so the antici-
20-20 vision enhanc-  up the points to secure  (semi) final hurdle, pation for the match
ing goggles of hand- victory on a 1-13 to and let all of their good  within the Ardscoil Ris
sight—can see that the  1-9 scoreline. Cashel, work in 2010 godown  community was huge.
omens for Ardscoil Ris  meanwhile, did not be-  the tubes? As it turned out
progress to the All Ire-  long on the same pitch Well, back in Janu-  (putting back on the
land final were always  as the Ardscoil Ris ary and early Febru- 20-20 vision hindsight
favourable. team that conquered ary, there was no real glasses again), Ards-
The Limerick school  them that day. indication that this coil Ris needn’t have
team had a lot of fac- Then in the quarter  would be a foregone worried.
tors on their side. final, on January 20 at  conclusion. But that is another
They were spurred Golden, came Ards- Indeed, there was story...
by the humiliation of coil’s 2-10 to 1-9 defeat  no small amount of
2009, when they were  of Our Lady’s College trepidation amongs
hammered off the of Templemore, with the followers of the
pitch in the semi-final Kevin Downes (Na Pi-  Ardscoil Ris hurlers.
against County Clare arsaigh) crasing home The Clare team
side, St Caimin's. And  two splendid goals to announced that they
2010 marked the third  put victory beyond Our would be fielding
consecutive occasion Lady’s. around half of the line-
that the Limerick team Still, nothing was be-  up which triumphed in
had found themselves  ingtaken for granted.  the semi-final of 2009,
within sniffing dis- Ardscoil’s start against  and it's almost certain
tance of Dr Harty Cup  Our Lady’s had been that this would have
glory (and by extension  a bit sluggish, and it sent a shiver up the
the All Ireland Croke was only the goals of spine.
Cup). The disappoint-  Downes, right down However, free of
ments of 2009 and on half-time and full- injuries, the Limer-
2008 had to be made  time, that put victory ick squad was facing
up for. beyond doubt. into the semi-final
And 2010 offered And if they re- full of confidence and
them an opportunity ally wanted to prove intent on wreaking
for vindication. themselves this time vengeance for 2009,
The campaign round, they had to pass which had seen a tied,
had got off to a good the ultimate test—to closely-fought first tie,
start. There had been  face the foe that had and then St Caimin’s
convineing victories humiliated them on cruising to a comfort-
over the hotly fancied the receiving end of a able victory in the
teams, St Colman's of bruising 0-16 to 0-6 re-match.
Fermoy, and Cashel scoreline, at the hands Nine of last year’s
Community College. ©  of St Caimin’s. panel were available to
The victory over St Yes, the Dr Harty Derek Larkin for Ard-
Colman’s had been Cup semi-final was scoil Ris and his fellow
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THERE was no small
amount of trepidation
felt among Ardscoil
Ris supporters ahead
of the Dr Harty Cup
semi-final match
against St Caimin's of
Shannon, writes Mal
Keaveney.

But as it turned out,
the Limerick team
turned in a patient and
commanding perform-
ance on the pitch at
Meelick on Sunday
February 7.

It was a case of third
time lucky for the
Limerick outfit, beaten
serni-finalists for the
past two season’s,
when they turned the
tables on their con-
querors of 12 months
ago, St Caimin’s of
Shannon, with an
unexpected runaway
victory (0-16 to 0-6) at
Meelick.

The next stop for
Derek Larkin’s star
teenagers was a clash
with Thurles CBS,
for whom this will
represent a third final

appearance in as many
SEAS0NS.

Inspired by Cathal
Meclnerney, Kevin
Downes, Declan Han-
non, Niall Kennedy,
Martin Moroney and
Mark Ryan, Ardseoil
were seldom troubled
by the disappointing 5t
Caimin’s selection.

Ardscoil sped into
an early four point ad-
vantage and were full
value for their interval
lead of 0-9 to 0-3.

By the close of the
next quarter, the Lim-
erick XV had surged
ahead by seven points.
St Caimin’s were in
desperate need of a
goal to reignite their
challenge but there
was no beating of the
upcoming netminder
that is Adare’s PJ Hall,
who produced a re-
ally wonderful save to
deny Donagh Keogh
inside the closing ten
minutes.

With the confidence
bolstered hugely by
this win, it is with

huge optimism that
Ardscoil were looking
forward to their spot
in the final on Febru-
ary 28.

Interestingly, and
somewhat ironically,
the match was a disap-
pointing result for
former dual underage
performer with Lim-
erick, Paul Kinnerk
(Monaleen), himself
an ex-student of Ards-
coil, but these days on
the teaching staff at St
Caimin’s where his ex-
tended remit includes
management of the
college’s flagship hurl-
ing team. Three-in-a-
row seeking Thurles
CBS were 1-15 t0 1-10
winners over Nenagh
CBS in the other semi-
final. Limerick CBS of
Sexton Street were the
last local winners of

Adrian Breen in action for Ardscoil Ris against St Caimin's, Piclure: Kefth Wiseman

the Harty Cup when Nenagh's McDonogh
they tore the form- Park.
book to shreds with a

Ardscoil 2010: PJ
Hall, Declan Han-
non, Kevin Keane,
Jody Hannon, John
Fitzgibbon, Ronan
Keane (all Adare); Eric
Neville (Askeaton);
Cathal McInerney
(Cratloe); Fergal Carey

famous success over St.
Flannan’s of Ennis at

(Crecora); Brendan
O’'Connor {Cro-
agh/Kilfinny); Niall
Kennedy (Granagh/
Ballingarry); Sean
O’Connor (Meelick);
Eoghan McCarthy
(Mungret); Alan
Dempsey, Shane Dowl-
ing, Kevin Downes,
David Sheppard, Adri-
an Breen, Mark Ryan,

Ciaran Keogh, Kevin
MeNamara (all Na Pi-
arsaigh). Eamon Far-
rell (Newport); Shane
Crehan (O’Callaghan
Mills), Martin Moro-
ney (Parteen); Sean
(O’Brien, Jack Kelliher,
Mark Carmody, Kelvin
Lynch (all Patrick-
swell), Jamie Shana-
han (Sixmilebridge).|

BEST WISHES TO ARDSCOIL RIS
|N THE ALL IRELAND COLLEGES FINAL
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THE final of the Dr
Harty Cup between Ar-
dscoil Ris and Thurles
CBS could hardly have
been predicted.

Not only was it a mar-

“athon that was finally
decided by a second re-
play, but it also yielded
some of the best, and
most passionate hurling
seen on a competitive
stage in Limerick for
some time now.

In a hugely entertain-
ing drawn encounter
against their Thurles
CBS opponents at
MecDonagh Park,
Nenagh, on February
98, Ardscoil rescued a
draw deep into stoppage
time when John Fitzgib-
bon confidently pointed
a difficult free to level
affairs at 1-12 apiece.

“By God, we'd have
taken a draw before
the start but espe-
cially when we found
ourselves down by that
point so late-on,” com-
mented Ardscoil mentor
Liam Cromn,

“What's a plus now
is that the lads have
behind the experience
of playing in a final,
something that is very
important at this level.
Thurles had the advan-
tage before of hmng
played in last year’s final
but the playing field is
now level. From our
point of view, we'll have
a couple of training
sessions this week and
do a lot of homework on
ourselves and Thurles
and go out and give it
another right crack next
weekend.”

Ardscoil scorched into
an early 1-4 to 0-1 lead
after towering Kevin
Downes splendidly
goaled.

Thurles kept in touch
with seven pointed frees
in the opening-half to
rail by only two at the
break, 1-6 to 0-7.

Pa Dunne first-timed
to the net on the three-
quarter-way mark to tie
up the contest for the
first time.

Points were swapped
before Mike O'Brien
nudged the holders

ahead at the death only
for Fitzibbon to shoot
over the leveler in the
final act.

“We had a great start
but really needed to
kick-on from there but
didn’t really,” Cronin

said. “They dropped

back their number

12 (John Bergin) and
that kind of threw us
a little as we lost our
shape for a little while.
That start was actually
very important for us
as we had won the toss
and opted to play with
the advantage of the
breeze. Overall our team
showed great charac-
ter to come back and
early another deserved
chance at winning this
championship.”

Added coach Derek
Larkin: “To be honest
it was the right result.
While both sides wasted
chances in the closing
minutes to win it, such
was the evenness of
the teams that neither
deserved to lose. The
fact that all their scores
came from frees in the
first half means we will
have to look at that in
the lead up to the replay.
We got punished for
conceding too many
frees and it could have
cost us dearly.”

LINING out at the
same venue on March
6, the teams left many
observers gasping with
a sterling battle which
also ended all square.
Limerick great Ger
Hegarty immediately
predicted another epic
contest in the second
replay of the coveted
Dr. Harty Cup Final
at the same venue the
following Thursday, so
impressed was he by the
brilliance of teenagers
playing themselves to a
standstill delivering two
drawn encounters, the
latter of which included
extra-time and after
which it stood Ardscoil
2-21; Thurles 4-15.
Derek Larkin's young
guns were three points
ahead at the break but
needed a trio of minors

Limerick

in quick suceession to
ensue extra-time, the
last of which came from
the previous weekend’s
saviour John Fitzgibben
(who hit eight points in
all), and more thrills for
the healthy attendance.

In the closing ten
minutes, Niall Kennedy,
Jamie Shanahan and
Fitzgibbon points
pushed the debut final-
ists into a three point
lead only for the defend-
ing champions to rattle
off four points without
reply through ten-point
star Mike O’Brien to
take a dramatic late
lead.

In the final act of a
cracking encounter,
towering Declan Han-
non drove forward from
defence to pick-off a
sensational leveler (1-5
in total), which sent
the Ardscoil supporters
home nursing hoarse
throats. .

“It was the finest ex-
hibition of play in a Dr.
Harty Cup competition
that I have ever seen,’
enthused Hegarty. “For
excitement, passion,
intensity and quality of

scores this had absolute- |

ly everything. It would
have been heartbreak
for any of them to have
lost it, both deserve

at least another day
out and what another
game is likely to be on
our hands. “It’s far too

difficult to call again - it
will be just as tough and |

close as it has been in
the last two matches, I
reckon there will be no
more than a point or
two between the two of
them again, and don't
rule the possibility of
more extra-time. Expect
a lot of drama in the
last few minutes, as has
been the case all along
this year, particularly in
the two drawn finals.”

“From my perspective,
and for Limerick also,
this is very encouraging
for the future, includ-
ing this year’s Munster
Minor Championship,”
added the Limerick
Minor Manager.

While both teams
were relieved to have
emerged from the caul-
dron with another bite
of cherry, there were

natural missed opportu- |

nities in the run-in.
Earlier-on, dominant

Adrian Breen in action for Ardscoil Ris dunng the Harty
Cup Final. Picture: Keith Wiseman

Ardscoil could well have  we're determined to

been out of sight whena  give this third final one

few well-directed shots ~ hell of an effort and

flew just over rather win our biggest piece

than under the crossbar  of hurling silverware

of Thurles goalkeeper for the school, and for

Aidan Stakelum. “Both  Limerick” Eoghan Mec-

sides probably had Carthy, Shane Dowling,

the winning of it but Sean ('Brien, Kennedy,

we'll take this draw,” Hannoen, Fitzgibbon

commented Ardscoil and Kevin Downes will EHE Bt :
Coach Derek Larkin. again spearhead the CLOSE CALL: The referee speaking to players from both
“From our perspective, Ardscoil challenge. sides during the final. Pictore: Keith Wiseman
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MARCH 11 was Ardscoils ~ ful hurling involving around,” O’'Gorman
date with destiny regard- two fantastic teams,” added.
ing the Dr Harty Cup. enthused Munster In a lovely gesture,
Derek Larkin’s Chairman Jimmy skipper Sean O’Brien
young guns eventually  O’Gorman. “Have little  invited his suspended
captured their first Dr  doubt but that his- co-captain Cathal
Harty Cup when they tory will record with MeciInerney to join him
breezed past holders relish the three Harty  for the presentation.
Thurles CBS in the Cup Finals of 2010as  “Cathal has been fan-
second replay of the something very spe- tastic for us all year,”

decider in front of an-

cial. Those present will

noted Larkin. “His red

O’Mara Motors, next to Gaelic grounds

no reason why we can't

. be All-Ireland Cham-

_ other fine attendance remember too fo rever  card the last day was
at McDonagh Parkin  these great occasions?  probably the only card
Nenagh. he said. “Both sets of of any colour he ever
The final score was players can be very picked-up, he was just
Ardscoil Ris 3-15 to proud of themselves as  unlucky. The team,
Thurles CBS’s 0-14. they were a credit to however, are all good
Over the previous their schools, families,  friends of Cathal and
magical encounters, clubs and counties. Wwere never going to
the teams were glued School days are the let him down, particu-
together but in the best days of one’s life larly at this stage of
third installment, Ard-  and for Ardscoil Ris the championship.” In
scoil reigned supreme.  these past few days will his acceptance speech,
“What people have live with you always. an emotional O'Brien
witnessed here over On this latest evidenee,  said: “Three games
three games has been Munster Hurlingisin  probably tells its own
nothing other than an very safe hands with story of how difficult g
exhibition of wonder-  teams like Ardscoil it was to eventually N
come away withthis oyl wAITING FOR: The victorious Ardscoil Ris team and thelr supporters celebrate their victory in the final of the
win, the greatest win Dr Harty Cup. Pictuves: Kelth Wiseman :
in the world for us. A
lot of people deserve Moran involved, who can set about negotiat-
praise, but especially must surely be one of  ing their way through
our excellent manage-  the best readers ofthe  to All-Ireland glory.
ment team with Niall game.” Now Ardscoil Few teams find them-
selves in this position,”
e — — —— | noted mentor Natal
| . O'Grady, Patrick-
| | | swell. “We are worthy
| @ _ o . Munster Champions
i PC Flooring & Bedding @ and are not going to
| iml . shrug the responsibili-
For All Your | Tel:061326602 Mob:0874169423  ties that go with that
Computer IT Needs | Ennis Road, Limerick - formerly  particular tag. There is

' pions within a month,
- that is certainly our
| goal as of now.”
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Best Wishes to l

Ard Scoil Ris ™
in the | = : i -
All-Ireland Colleges Final

Mo. | Parnell Streat, Limerick, Irsland
Tel: 061-416755 Fax: 061-3110147
Email: sales@mcs.ie

| Ardscoil Ris players Shane Dowling and Alan Dempsey celebrate their Dr Harty Cup final
. i victory against Thurles CBS.




ARDSCOIL Rig’s quali-
fication for the Easter
Weekend All-Treland
School’s Hurling Final
(Croke Cup) was all the
more Praise-worthy
given that theijr camp re-
sembled a min; hospital
ward ahead of the semj-
final victory, 3-13 to 9.
11, over fancied Kilkenny
CBS at Templemore,
writes Mal 7

In addition to the
suspended Cathal
Melnerney and injured

Season and in that regard
many of them were wel-
blooded for champion-
ship,” remarked manager
Derek Larkin.

“We  always keep a
strong panel but neyer
expected to have to eal]
On 50 many of them on
the one oceasion he-
tween non-starters and
guys who became ep-
forced substitutions,

“What it will mean,
however, is 2 bigger

action as some point this

weeks before this semi, |
We drew on EVEry re-
serve we had within us,
€ven young Jody Hap- |
non whois just a kid>? |

IS norm, Kevin
Downes slammed home
an early goal for the

on to lead by a few points
at the interva].

On the re-start, the
favourties were quickly
on level terms and actu- |
ally pushed ahead for the |
first and on Iy time on the |

S e

Best 5f luck-

to Kevin, Shane,
Alan, Mark, Ciardn,
Adrian, David & Kevin
& All the Ard Scojf
Team in the Al |
Limerick XV who went || Il@lamel Colleges Final .

Froud Sponsor of Ard Scoil Ris Hurling
Best Wishes to Ard Scojf Ris

in the All-Irefand Colleges Finaj
|: | Al Sl P

Kileely Rd., Limerick
Serving The Mid West for 27 years

2% ® 10 Year Guarantee
goalkeeper PJ Hall ‘the headache thap ever for uarter-way mark. | = * Own Skilled Fitters
first-time. D Ta; the management team A brace of points ® First Class Service Assured
Cup kingpins were also  in termg of the 15 players  from John  Fitzgibhon .
forced to dea] with ill-  that will actually fipe- swapped the advanta,g&[ X
2688 surrounding Shane  out. in the All-Ireland in favour of Ardscoil who I- For qu‘]!'!]"

Dowling, Mark Ryan  Fina] against 16-time  then bolted for home & HEllabllil}’
and Niall Kennedy, all winners St. Kieran’s Col-  with late goals frumI Contact:
of whom were on strong  lege (semi-final victors  Fitzgibbon and Adrian
medication the week Pri-  against Athenry), Breen, I-| 061 454555
or to the mateh, “Naturally, our energy “Winning is avery nice |

“‘We've a panel of 30 levels were low as we had  habit” acknowledged |
and 24 of those had eX-

played so many games
in such a short Space of

Larkin. “Ies a fantastic JI
achievement for us to |
reach an All-Treland Fi= |

perience of Harty Cup

\EL O’LOUG

2 nal having never evenf cﬁaﬂ ; I.Q
won the Harty Cup be- | “, : | q‘
fore this. We were look- [ &  Old World Master Butcher ¥ §/
ing for a good start and | EET, Linmsenicy,

Ueren Witiay Sti
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The final scoreline at Templemore on Saturday March 20 says it all — Ardscoil Ris, for
the first time ever, are through to the All Ireland Colleges A Final!

Jamie Shanahan and David Shepard, Ardscoil Ris, at

the final whistle against Kilkenny CBS in the Al Ireland [ T - BN The Ardscoil Ris team that lined out for last Saturday’s All Ireland Colleges A Semi-Fi-
Colleges A Semi-Final in Templemore on March 20 nal in Templemore against Kilkenny CBS in Templemore on Saturday March 20,

Kevin Downes, Ardscoil Ris, watches a glorious sliothar fly towards the opening goal
for Ardscoil against Kilkenny CBS at Templemore on March 20, '

Hevin Downes battles for possession during the All Ireland Colleges A Semi-Final in ll David Shepard, Ardscoil Ris goalkeeper, clearing his lines [ Jamie Shanahan, Ardscoil Ris reaching for a high ball
Templemore. against Kilkenny CBS at Templemore on March 20. against his Kilkenny CBS opponent.




