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“It was a combination of
things really that enabled
us to turn things around.
Our attitude was very good
after the Meath defeat. Fel-
las didn't indulge them-
selves or sulk or anything
like that. They were very
professional in their atti-
tude and behaviour.

“Plus there's the fact that
there's a great passion and
desire within the team and
we knew we had let the
Leinster Final slip by but
there wos siiil  another
opportunity and we were
going to avail of it.”

The win over Sligo high-
lighted another positive for
Carr’s side — their strength
in depth. Declan Darcy and
Enda Sheehy were intro-
duced to the starting 15 and
were among Dublin’s best
players while all five subs

that came on played an
important part in the vic-
tory also.

“The players who came in
did very well and all the
subs played great games
too. That strength in depth
stems from the competition
within the panel. There's 25
guys fighting for 15 places
and unfortunately some
lads are going to be disap-
pointed but when they get
their chance they're going
to take it.

“We work well as a team
but I think that's a charac-
teristic of all the teams that
are left in the champion-
ship. That they work hard
and work collectively.”

Teamwork is vital, but it
is often the best individual
players that separate the
best from the rest. It's been
Farrell himself who's given

Dublin that kind of edge so
far in the championship.,

In the past couple of
yvears Farrell has been ham-
pered by injury but now
he’s back to his very best.

“It was difficult coping
with the injuries,” he
admits. “You know in vour
heart and soul you're not
doing yourself justice and
you probably shouldnt be
out there on a lot of ocea-
si0Ns.

“I'm enjoving my football
now though and it’s great to
be injury free. I'm playing
well but one swallow never
made a summer. Saturday
will be the real test.”

Tommy Carr's ace pupil
should be up to it.
TIPPERARY hurling star Paul
Kelly is racing against the
clock to be fit for the All
[reland semi-final against

hurlmg final at the Eaelu:
Picture: Matl Browne

Wexford on Sunday week.
Midfielder Kelly badly dam-
aged his hamstring while
playing for his club and is
receiving intensive treat-
ment daily.

The Mullinahone man is
rated doubtful by the team
manager who are expected
to delay announcing their
selection for the game to
give him every opportunity
to declare himself fit.
REIGNING Monaghan cham-
pions, Castleblaney, experi-
enced their first champion-
ship defeat in almost four
vears when they suffered a
six-point reverse at the
hands of a Latton in Augh-
namullen last night.

Latton always carried the
game to the champions
with Finbar Fitzpatrick and
Kevin Hughes doing most of
the damage up front.
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“Because the National
Foothall League has been
pushed back into the
spring, it isn't quite so
urgent that a quick resolu-
tion is arrived at. But 1 still

hink that the sucgessful

football with St Michael's
Enniskillen and also
brought Monaghan club
Castleblayney out of the wil-
derness to win county

[:hampmnﬁhlps in 1999 a.nd
2000, g it ey
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time is right for me to make
the step up to managing the
county team.”

stand and terrace tickets

for the Meath v Westmeath

Bank of Ireland Senior
Juarter

. LI CE ¥ oo dAELE a3 EF

MUNSTER U21 FINAL

Luck turns for
Limerick with
last-gasp winner

LIMERICK 3-14
TIPPERARY 2-16

Martin Breheny |

A TRULY amazing Munster
U21 hurling final ended in
controversial circumstances
at the Gaelic Grounds last
night when a disputed stop-
page time free, pointed by
Limerick's top sniper Mark
Keane, earned them a dra-
matic win and a measure of
compensation for the
seniors’ defeat last Sunday.

The Tipperary players
were furious with Cork ref-
eree Ger Harrington, claim-
g that no offence had been
committed as Limerick
%unched a final surge and,

fairness, they seemed to
have a decent case, However,
Harrington stuck by his deci-
sion and Keane, who fin-
ished on 2-7, held his nerve
to slot over the 25m free.

As the ball sailed high over
the bar, an ugly scene
erupted in the Tipperary
goalmouth as backs and for-
wards tore into each other in
a manner which did neither
team any credit.

When peace was eventu-
ally restored, the referee dis-
missed Limerick centre-for-
ward Sean O'Connor and
Tipperary left corner-back
Kieran Bermingham.

It was an unfortunate end
to a great game which
attracted a crowd of 18,168,
The start was delayed by ten
minutes, but with fans from
both counties caught in traf-
fic gridlock, they were still
streaming in up to the 20th
minute, by which time Lim-
erick had established a four
point lead.

Tipperary had shot into
the lead through an Eoin
Kelly pointed free in the first
minute to raise hopes which
weren't sustained for very
long.

Within 50 seconds, Mark
Keane whipped home Limer-
ick's first goal to settle his
side into a well co-ordinated
rhythm which grew into a
steam-rolling momentum
right through the first half.

Limerick led by 14 to 0-4
after 13 minutes but it was
evident that if they could get
the ball into their opportun-
ist corner-forwards, Keane
and Conor Fitzgerald, they
had the beating of the Tip-
perary full-back line.
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worked hard to set up
chances for their eager cor-
ner-men and the dynamic
duo scored 1-G between them
in a blistering second quar-
ter.

Limerick led by 2-11 to 0-7
at the interval and seemed
certain to heading to an easy
retention of the Munster
crown, but Tipperary were a
totally different proposition
in the second half. Inspired
by senior star Eoin Kelly,
who scored 2-9, they hil 1-5
without reply in the opening
13 minutes of the second half
before Mark Keane settled
Limerick nerves with his sec-
ond goal in the 43rd minute.

Kelly whipped home his
and Tipp's second goal from
a 20m free three minutes
later to cut the gap to three
points and as Limerick grew
increasingly edgy, they were
driven deeper and deeper
into desperate defence. Tip-

perary Kepl popping over
points and the recovery was
completed by Lar Corbett
who whipped over the equal-
iser in the 59th mimite.

It looked odds-on a draw
as stalemate presided into
injury time but, unlike last
Sunday when Limerick
enjoyed no luck, fortune
smiled on them this time as
they won that priceless
close-in {ree which, given
Keane's accuracy all evening,
was as good as a point.

Thousands of Limerick
fans streamed onto the pitch
at the end to celebrate a vie-
tory which brings some mea-
sure of compensation for last
Sunday’s disappointment.

It was heart-breaking for
Tipperary who, after being so
comprehensively out-classed
in the first-half, out-scored
Limerick by 2-9 to 1-3 in the
second half.

Limerick now move on to
meet Galway in the All-lre-
land semi-final at the end of
the month.

MAN OF THE MATCH: Mark Keane
SCORERS — Limerick: b Keane 2-7
{4f), C Fitzgerald 1-2, K Tobin 02, §
Lucey, 5 O'Connoe, E Foley {sidelinp) 0-1
each. Tipperary: E Kelly 29 (1-8 ), $
Butler 0-3, L Corbett 0-2, D Shelley, €
Houlihan 0-1 each.

UMERICK — T Houlihan, D Reals. B
Carrod, K Bermingham; M O'Ricrdan, B
Geary, W Walch; § Lucey, P Lawdor;, E
Foley, 5-O'Connar, K Tobin; C Fitmgerald,
M Moran, b Eeane, Sub: b O'Brien Tor
Wakh (21), P Tobin for Fitzgerald (65)
TIPPERARY — D Rabbitte; € Everard, )
Devane, C Momissey; O McGrath, P Cur
ran, B Dunne; K Munan, E Brigane; D
Shelley, D Gleeson, E Kelly: 5 Butler, L
Corbetl, P McGrath. Sub: T King for D

McGrath (25) € Houliban for P MoGrath
(50), 5 Mason for Mulyan (61).
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