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By SPORTS EDITOR,

CORMAC LIDDY

THOUSANDS OF hurling enthusiasts from all
Guarters of the country will throng to Limerick
on Sunday. Any meeting of Tipperary and Cork
ai senior level sparks off intense interest and
when thase two great hurling counties clash in
a Munster final all the atmosphere of a great
occasion is generated for those present,

Sutl next Sunday’'s meeting also means a
great deal to Limerick Gaels. It marks the
opening of the new Mick Mackey stand and
many & the thousands lucky enough to have a
ticket wiil be paying tribute to a man they
praobabiy rever saw play but have heard so
much about this sporting legend that they can
eonjure in their minds an imaginary picture of
this sucer-man of the Jate "30's and 40°s when
ne glecintied crowds all over the country with
his dasn, skill, courage, and strangth.

| nevier save Mick Mackey play. But from my
earliest days | heard him spoken about in my
home and as | entered my teens and was taken
to the various Munster championship games
the telk invariably centred round the “great
days™ of Mackey.

Wy tather, Rory, had the distinction of being
captain oi the first ever Limerick team of which
Mick Mackey was a member, the minor side of
1928 which lost to Waterford in the Munster
champiorship in Dungarvan.

Though fate dictated that | attended a rugby
orientated school | never lost my interest in
hurbing. Indeed | will always remember the
trips to Cork, in particular, for championship
games as a young boy.

Those were the days when a championship
tie ewoy from home was a “"day out".
Sandwiches, and cooked chickens, were
prepared on the Saturday night and it was a
case of 10.30 Mass at the Augustinians to link
up Wit the other fellow travellers. That
maeting used take place in Tom Mullane's in
Rochas Sitreet and invariably it meant "stock-
ing up” ot supplies for the thirsty route ahead.
Enrcuis o the game a picnic would be enjoyed
1o ensurs: that on arrival at the ground that we
played cur part in the revelry and hanter that is
part and parcel of the big occasion.

But | cannot remember a trip when the name
Mick Mackey would not be brought into the
conversation at one time or another.

In thuse nappy days, oo, every young boy
damanried that he be "Mick Mackey”

for the: sireet puck abouts such was the fame
of & fian whom the vast majority of us had
newsr Saen play,

Many years (ater after | had become a
jourrzlisi | was asked if | could interview Mick
Mackay It seemed a pretty tall order but
flusnad with the exhuberance of youth | said |
would make comtact and see if Mick would
E‘E red,

To my amazement he readily agreed and |
spent many a pleasant hour in his company at
his home in Ardnacrusha.There he was
friendliness personified as he recalled the
good days and those when things had not
quite gone Limerick's way.

Though he did not often do so Mick Mackey
was a tremendous story ieller. His ramembr-
ance of particular incidents that had turned a
game in a particular direction astonished mae.

It was, without question, the thrill of my
young journalistic life to have had the pleasure
of listening to Mick replay many of the great
games in which he was always the central
character. And though he gave and look hard
knocks Mick Mackey cherished memaories of
many of those great battles.

One of my first memo:ies of a Munster final
at Limerick was when, as a fourteen year old, |
was taken by my Tather to the final of 1955 in
which Limerick met Clare.

It was said at the time that Clare considered
themselves such certainties that in many parts
of the county the victory bonfires had aiready
been prepared.

On a gloriously sunny afternoon it is now
history how Limerick went on a scoring spree
that afternoon and shattered the drearns of the
Claremen with one of the biggest upsets in the
history of the competition.

And, of course, it did not just happen. For the
Limerick trainer of the day was none ather than
Mick Mackey and he had expertly done his
homework. Fast ground hurling was his
instruction to his Limerick team who because
of their great speed became known as
“Mackey's Greyhounds”,

As a fourteen year old it was not possible for
me to meet the mighty Mackey on that
occasion but | will always cherish memories of
that great day in Limerick’s history.

| last met Mick Mackey when he joined the
welcoming party in 1973 when Limerick
bridged the long gap when they again
triumphed in the All-lreland final. As ever Mick
was overjoyed with that victory and he was
big-hearted in his praise of those who had
brought it about.

Nevertheless Mick, like many another,
imwardly believed that the Limerick team of his
era was the best of all tima.

I think the greatest tribute that can be paid to
Mick Mackey is that there are so many
thousands like myself who never had the
privilege of seeing him play. Yeat fur us, just as
for those who followed his every move in every
game up and down the country, his name
lingers an.

There will never be another Mick Mackey.
His likes will never be seen again, But at least
his memory will be with us for many more
decades thanks 1o the erection ot this great
stand in his memory.

Itis a fitting tribute to the greatest of them all.

MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT G.A.A.

Is dnoir apus pleishie speisialta dom bheith
anseo innit i b%ire na nGacl, lets na h-discanna
muzt il curtha ar il o osesiill po hoifigidil.

The Gaelie Athletic Association has over the
lust number of years made considerable and
sigmificint progress in 'rmFm'.'ing s games and
providing better Geeilitics for pluyers aid specta-
tees, Many club and county grounds around the
country are now ol the highest standard. Much of
this development is essential in mecting aceeptable
requirements of players and spectators m the
conteat of safety and comiort.

In the past, we have been criticised for not
beang innovative and for not improving Gcilities,
Paradoxically we have in recenl times  been
criticised for being over ambitiows. This criticim
has. however, heen selevtive and has concentrated
et the issue of ground capacity while tooa ereal
extent  ignoring  the broad  programmme o
imaginative development across all levels of the
Association.

The Limenck County Board and all con-
cerned with the developments here in Gache Purk
are o be congratulated on a splendid achiceve.
ment. Limuerick has o proed record in the annals of
the Association and the new stand 5. 1 feel
appropriaicly namcd afler the county™s muost
revercd son, the loe Mick Maickey. Ios i
appropriate et the facilities here should be
apenviun the oecasion of onge of the great cveits
i the calendar ol the G.AAL the Munsier
Flurtieg Final. Cork and Tipperary Munster Tinids
are cnshrined in the felklore of the Association

und | am sure thit to=doy™s game will mitch those =

epic eneouniers af the past,
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A source of great joy for us. . .

O BEMHALF of Lunerck
Corumiy Bawsrd CAMA § wish o
thunk The editor iwned -
mam o tiee "Limenick Lol
er” o the prodoction of thix
sprecuil femture 1o mngk s
ofligind epening of the Mackev
sand. "The Leader™ af
CLErse, siceel shmiiae puth-
|H‘.IEI'!H1¥F!;KJI:M'L|- 4] nlﬂr.l-;plhl.'
LA Contennry aml in 1985
I wmour the firae GAA
Congress in Limerick . whicl
ctilod nuch o the respective
vddasehie,  The  contimeed
cuverige by "Limeeick Lod-
er el onr gumes and other
cliwilics has been of great
beneliv und s nusch apprec-
Ak by e Counly Board.
Juby 1 Tih s 3 really hig day
e Limuerck. aod omly for the ~,
CoAA bt dor il cay and the
regton. 11 sees 1he retum o
Tdmierih o o Musgier fingl
heiwee: Cork wadn Tipperaey
after @ Lz ahsepee, ﬁL:lhu
Bis boon designoied o (he

L

Jim  Hickay,

sEI Y It iAs L eneesil
Coancil §s nha TN 4 APIESS=
Fodo- 1 nmiat ol forect b
submcribers o oer Loan Li-
Weslnzent  Schemme and  the
her Tomd-riosang effores i
By wairly vears of the cum-
panga. The foms who hove
Faken achvertising sprice o e
gnminds and mony busimess
peepde and imdividwils ot
subserihed] hive all helped 1o
meduce our bank  indebied-
PHImS,

The finsheid Job 1o e seen
A0 the Craelie Cirvumds could
ol have e ackiey e witls-
oul  the expertise of o
consulting engineees, Michal
Punch & Parmners, and o
maan contraciss. Fum Hoves
& Cu, Limerivk ©orporation,
paEtscislurly the plonaimng sec
tion, pluved @ very impertang
Eilﬂ while the opening of

bonan Bricge has been o
great Bam an mproving the
sesibility ol the  Ceeln:

chairman

ucasivr: fur i official open-
mgal the Mackey Stand. This
s afiraciive Muomier final
woralel i s owe rght ensene a
“hull hewse' m the Goelie
Liraurds, oul the opening of
e stund will, cspecindly for
Limerich  peogple. adid im-
mese]y te the o s,

00 b it squ o LIF'I."_ﬂ'.]l 16k laar
s fer e the Mockey Sland
amd dhe other impaovencnis
A0 e Dieehie Cironmh cofite
phed Thes hus been made
;.'-‘l.u:_-;hi'f Hermugh the efforis
B IEERTH | g 0 el less ek
e Speanlicacing it were vur

Limearick Co. Board.

develapmen!  commitice,
wnsler the able and dedicaied
leademship of MNoel Drum-
watle,  Clar midnihly britery
tl.ni een the masn source ol
fundmg ind aour  oTRanissE
Ienn Lofies and his offioe
sindl, sl enr peenis and alwve
2l the individhuis]l members ol
Ehe luttery, arc deserving ol
the highest commemiation

The Munster Couwncl
LA through Hiir finanegl
assistunee and advice, haves
been most helplul while the

CiroLinads

S namny  poagle havg
helped 10 conmglieting all the
[l L g ATTEnE e fg
Mlunster Gl iy that it
B imapoesile for me s thapk
s, | owaool! like teesay o
RIBCURC * [lrank vor” b all,

In wipelusaon 1 wish g
exlemd o lenry vad Shike
Fidlie™ 1ov ali asuer shspoms oy
Juily BTtk comd B thvaan i il
e o meemogabhc and cajoss
e secsdon.
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Secretary: Fadd, Chesifican (52, Patrh 5,

demitry, Hartgen, Tom Boland, Gerr,: Rennas, Dar,
Hu hey. Chimsay Murphy, J. 5 Kernealle,
D lan Mendas, dimerey Hickes, Jishnm,
Bty Jubn Whelan, dohn Carrm, Toanms,
Heal, Srary Keedy, Dick Liunard. Eamon
D, Mick Lewhy Jim Kirky . Sear,
Cunrerghem, Par Mumane Fr e
Frimaunce. Michael Hennessy, Nore Hogan
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[ |
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ilorsghauny; D k [ronerd (8ifasner 1 J L

Honreally

Five-Year Tichet Scheme: Tom Bidond
{Patrickiwel); Paddy Qulhga i 5r Brmiy,
Chegie Murphy (Monabenj, kiba Wieiie
[Mevaracsile Wi,
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Proramghl; Jimizg ke i Borpee), 10,
Huehy (Foenogh Kibnpedy)
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Be-st wishes to the G.AA.
DEPARTMENT

STORE
. Crescent
-
Shopping Cenire,
Almost Nationwide ~Dooradoyle,
Limerick.
We specialise in:

*Gents, Ladies & Childrens Fashions
*Gents, Ladies & Childrens Shoes
*Cosmetics & Gifts
*Household & Curtains
*Furniture & Carpets
*Budget Account available

For all your needs contact us at:

PHONE (061) 27774
Late opening Thursday & Friday to 8.30 p.m.

—

Welcome Tipperary and Cork supporiers
o the Munsier Final. Enjoy a drink before
and after the game at the

DAVIN
ARMS

ENNIS ROAD,
LIMERICK

TEL. (061) 52723,

Wishing the G.A.A. every success with
the Mackey Stand from

O'LEARY'S
SUPERMARKET

ENNIS ROARD (opposite stadium)

Before and after the game call to us for
Papers, Cigarettes, Minerals, lce Cream, Fruit,
Sandwiches, Chilled Minerals, Cooked Meals,

Cooked Chickens.
Open from 8.30 a.m. on Sunday, July 17,

the u;:?ninznftha [
Stand

Arthur Ring

Congratulations on

& Sons Lid.

Crush, Riverstown, Glanmire, Co. Cork.
Tel. (021) B21514/821801
Telafax 021-BE6128
Roller Shutter, Industrial & Fire Door
Manufacturers

Best wishes to G.ALA.
| from

LIQUID MILK
LANSDOWNE, LIMERICK

.I:_

OFFICIAL OF MACKEY
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Aerial view of the Mackey Stand.

Gaelic Grounds—one of the leading
provincial GAA grounds in the countr

By NOEL W.
DRUMGOOLE

ON SUNDAY next Limerick
hosts the Munster Hurling
Final hﬂﬂ'ﬂtﬂw“h li.;tmt anq 'ﬁ&
perary. the capacit
the ds exceeds ;ﬂ
thousand it has been dmd:s
to limit the numbers to fifty-
thousand on this occasion.
Based on the demand for
tickets it 5 evident that in
excess of sixty thousand would
be present ifthe stadivm could
gecommadate that number.
This clearly indicates the
drawin of the Munster
fimal the pity is that we do
not have a stadiom in Munsier
{or indeed nationally) that can
cater-for an attendance.
However, that i an issue
which no doubt will kave ta be
debated and resolved on a
rational basis by the Munster
counties which already have
provided major stadia. There
was a time n Limerick was
the premier stadium in Muns-
ter, with better facilities than
any other i.'::iut.“:cn cater for
major games in province.
Hu]wmn over the past few
years Cork, Thurles and Ennis
to a lesser extent, made
tremendous progress in im-
ing their facilities, while
we in Limerick fatled to move
with the times. The end resalt
A s it Eothoas v T
pro up m of ¢
mﬁﬁm; in the stadia
rating. This was hard to accept
— pur pride was jolted and we
st about restoring our Gaelic
Grrouds miut‘ilgl'\!ﬂulghuu
onc of the lca provincial
GAA nds in the country.
The inmitial um\r: of the
Development ffiee st
up by the county board was to
examine and r on the
development of Pairc na
nﬁm::]. However, i I'?'Lﬂ mol
ire a report m &
mmilm:wl;whlj the fact
that we had fallen nrMbl:hind-
our neighbouring Munster
counties in what we had to
offer, Our needs were evident
for all to sce. The commities
immediately formulated posi-
tive and specific far
short and long term develop-
ment, The immediaie need

BUILDERS

KILLALQOE, CO. CLARE
Telephone 061 - 76240

Main Contractors for the new Mackey Stand

was for a pgrandstand to
replace the n Stand
which had a capacity of only
ont thousand seats,
a great deal of consideration it
was decided to ercct the new
stand on the city side of the
nd coverng the entire
E::tﬁ of the field. In other
words the seated uncovered
terracing al the Ennis Road
side n[l-%m ground would be
continued th
the old Hi to the
end line of the Geld. The
entire area would be roofed
and all of the other facilitics
required in a modern stand
would also be provided. The
magnificent new stand now in
Ela::z at the Gaclic Grounds
as incorporated spacious
dressing rooms  with - most
modern showering units for
players and referees; dinin
area for teams after games a
training sessions; itality
rooms and meeling rooms;

the site of

Congratulations and best wishes to Limerick G.A.A.

n]luwiu_;

first aid room; television and
radio rooms in the wpper
section of the stand and press
facilities; covered dug-outs for
guhﬁtimt:iamﬂ m:ln?:r_a dur-
ing games and special viewi

and toilets for the hand-

The playing surface has also
been ﬂl:nlﬁwly renavated
and protective netting has
been erected behind the
areas o ensure that sHothars
and footballs are quickly re-
trieved 1o help speed up play
and add to the enj ent of
the pames. Floodlighting
along the fromt facia of the
stand will allow for training of
the teams during the winter

months. A new electronic
scorcboard has also  been
provided.

All in all we now have a
stadium WTW of a city and
county with a great sporting
tmdi;rnn.

Hutwtm;hm;]tlld:ﬁnil_'tdm:l
a:.pccui"]'a an TovIge &
modern stadium is Eul diffi-
cult. The problem is in raising
the meccssary finance 1o pay
for the development, ﬁe
development committes set
about raising funds over the
past number of years with
what might be termed moder-
AlE  SUCCCSs.  Various  lype
draws and loan schemes were
organised through the clubsin
the county. Some clubs were
excellent in the way they
co-operated  while others
m:'id:! litthe u?i::dm effort. We
had always to impress on
clubs that the provision of a
modern 5Ia|:1hi||im 1.:;5 mot just
the ibility of a commit-
mrm all elubs and

rs in Limenck, We
ﬁslpupnmﬂmgnigzd that clubs
ghr ut the county have
aver the past few years under-
taken their own major de-
velopmnenis and were faced
with consequent financial
problems. However, we en-
deavoured 1o impress on all
concemed that if we were o
have a stadium up 1o modern
day standards then all clubs
would have o acoept the
saerifices and hard work which
its provision enailed. There
had been for many years an
attitude that the Gaelic
Crroancks widk not their respon-
sibility. Perhaps justified in
the past in that clobs were
never asked o help financially
or indeed in any other way.
The accounts or aflairs of the
Gaelic Grounds were not
discussed at county conven-
tion.

We are pleased 1o say that in
the rmnl.l:fnsl: that attitude
has changed and the responss

Of clubs and supporters has

dramatically changed, That
ch Hisdmﬂ}':\'bﬂtnliﬂth:
miagnilicent nse io ouf
mmlﬂy !u-trﬁ'ai; launched
some two years ago. [tis based
on a subscription of £5 per
maonth. The deaw is motorin
extremely well and though it
necessitates an amount of
hard work the effort is well
worthwhile. The lottery has
bunﬂx:bankﬂun:nt‘nurﬁ::g
raising aver A3t years a
we thank all who have sup-
parted it so consistently. The
developments now evidenl at
the Gaelic Grounds would not
have been ible bt for that
support. However, the task is
not complete. We still need
the continued support of all
for some "m"mm"ﬂbﬁn
a ition Lo meet repay-
m“pm on the mnsi:ierah{n
bank debi,

We also thank all those wha
supported our five year ticket
scheme. We have no doubl
that all participants will find
that the scheme offers excel-
lent value. Munster and Cen-
tral Councils of the GAA have
alen contributed to the cost
;nd “]ﬁ;ﬂlm ful l:lm the

tate will help through a grant
from the :i!lin:omllE Lottery
funds,

The cost of the develop-
ment gt the Gaelic Gro
will be in excess of E1V:
million and &t would be
expected that the State would
encourage and support volun-
tary sporting organisations to
provide sporting hﬁilh:swhj'
making grants available. We
have t h our own efforts
and from (384 grants raised
over £700,000. We now have a
siadiuvm of which wlllz l::.n Ec
justly proud but it will take the
f:m:?nu:d support of all over
the next few years to meet our
financial commitments, The
value of a stadium which can
attract over 50,000 to Limer-
fck city for & major game is
considerable oot just o the
GAA but also 1o the business
community particularly the
restaurant, hotel and licensed
trade, The initial L&)
our appeal for funds from the
business mh?munl::aty has been

r. We hope that recognis-
E.:;u the benefits they will
respond more generously.

l'lLﬂJH:h r incentive mrh:ll]‘atf
support the project is i
dmpﬁhn itﬂ:q'llﬂlii named 10
memory of our most e
nowned hurler Mick Mackey,
It provides an opportunity for
afl followers of Gaclic games
it honour in a fitting manner o
player who gave so much not
alone to Limerick hurling but
also to the game a1 natonal
level. While the stand is
named after Mick it also
serves as a reminder of the
other great Limerick players
of that era. Furthermore we
muost wot forger the men of
reat vision and courage who
E-a:l-: in the early thirmies
purchased the grounds and
entered into personal linancial
commilments 1o cnsure ils
further development. We owe
a great debt 1o these men.

S0 on Sunday next we
cebebrate the oflicial opeming
of our new Mackey Stand. Itis
the cuimination of many years
of effort, saernfices and hard
work of a greal many peaple.
Once  again our Gachie
Grrounds takes its place as one
of the leading wenucs in
Munzter. Our new stand has
covered accommodation for
over nine thousand palrons
with sideline seating for seven

thousand and terracing capac- ,

ity in excess of thery-live
thousand. We will now with
our fresh image, be a popular
choice for competing counties
and spectators alike.

In iz Metapg that we are
combining the playing of the
Munster final with the official
opcning of the Mackey Stand.
We now have a3 stadium
warthy of our greatest hurler
and of a county with & great
sporting tradition.

STAND THIS SUNDAY

A message from
The Mayor, Clir
Paddy Madden

I AM earnestly looking for-
wand o m:nﬂirﬁwﬂund&y's
Munster final and the seeing at
first hand the magnificent new
stand which will fittingly hon-
our one of Limerick's and
indeed Ireland’s greatest
;Eurlmg heroes —  Mick
ackey.

I had the privilege of
knowing Mick EI&I:]H:}' who
was a legend in his own ime.
On the pitch he proved 1o be
one of the greatest, if not the
greatest ever player o wicld a
caman. OFf the park he was an
intelligent, witty but very
modest man.

Tt is fitting that the G A A,
should honour our greatest
sporisman by naming the
magnificent new stand after

him.

It is many years since we
had a Munster final in Limer-
ick and along with bringing a

atmeos e to the aiy
or the day the local business
’l:_nuunnumh i \ﬁﬂ%‘b&ﬂpﬁl
rom the SPTeE.
Sport has wanﬁ had a
i gll:u]:::@n the h::rrsbﬂf
il soccer, rughy,
urFrr;.; or whatever. -
Limenck teams and
cially the hurling team have
always received extra sgen‘u[
5utp¢m1 for big match days.
15 hope that it will not be
before we are back in
Crake Park El:ur | p:n[i;r
All-Treland and another title
for Shannonsice,

The G.A.A. have their
critics but would have to
travel a g way W find

8
1
h

somcone who would disagree
 with me describing them =s

one of the best
urﬁr:satiﬂns in the world.

The G.ALA. is part of the
I'r:m: and radition that =
Ire

Limerick has always played
a big part in the overall
orgamisation and [ am glad
Now 10 Se& S0 many new

G.A.A. clubhouses and pitch-

5 with the highlight for 1988
undoubtedly the opening of
the new

1 hope that the improve

thatl he 1m o
m:nnﬂig:nlinue and that the
G.A.A. in Limerick will con-
tinue o be 3 major force on
and off the field.

=
Longratulations and continued success to the G.AA.
from Richie & Mary I

BILL CHAWKE
BAR & LOUNGE

ADARE, CO. LIMERICK
Why not drop In for the pint and the ¢rack after the mateh.

TEL. 061 - BE160

Congratulations oi
the opening of the
Mackey Stand
from

CLARE STREET, LIMERICK,
TELEPHOME: (061) 45466,

Always a winner

with

| the Dawn range of
Quality Fresh

Dairy Products

e

Looking foward to seeing you before and a
the match in our newly renovated Ardhu E
if you feel like enjoying the celebrations in ¢
fort:
Double £40 (room only per night}
Single £35 (room only per night)

LIMERICK
RYAN HOTEL

ENNIS ROAD, LIMERICK

TEL. (061) 53822 - TELEX 70720
FAX 326333

| W.K.S

(ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
LTD.

Experts in industial, domestic, mainh
nance and commercial instaliation:

43/46 Roxtown Terrace,
Lelia Street, Limerick.
Phone (061) 49626 & 47959,

Paddy McElligo
Clarina, Co. Limerick. Tel. (061) 2847
Ambulance Service now in opera

VHI contributors can avail of this service.

After the match the

GLENTWORTH HOTE

is the place to be. Reception for the winning t
GLENTWORTH STREET, LIMER!

Congratulations and confinued success fo the

G.AA.

ESTUARY
[omme] FUEL

-THE IRISH OIL COMPANY

23 O'CURRY STREET,
LIMERICK

TEL. (061) 319677/313362.



