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Rathkeale House Hotel

) i : :
AFTER 13 years trading, the Rathkeale House
Hotel closed its doors for the last time this
week.

Two months ago, the Limerick Post reported
that owner Tadgh O'Connor had decided to
close the hotel to allow the family concentrate
on other aspects of their business.

There had been rumours that it was about to
be taken over by a medical practitioner, with a
view to transforming it into a nursing home.

However, this was denied by Mr O'Connor. -

‘We did not have any direct approach for the
property,” he told the Limerick Post.

Times, he said, had changed since they
opened the hotel in that the industry had

closes after 13 years

become very competitive and costs had
escalated.

He also confirmed at the time that no family
member was interested in taking control.

“We opened around the same time that Gerry
Fitzgerald's Rathkeale Hotel hotel had closed.”
he added, and went on to thank all who had
supported them.

Tadgh O'Connor runs a highly successful
hardware and furniture business.

The Rathkeale House Hotel was a popular
venue for weddings and GAA functions and gave
valuable employment in the area.

Over 30 people were employed there, including
part-time staff.

Prepare for the Beast of Ballyhoura

THE Beast of Ballyhoura takes
place from July 30 to August 1
and is a uniquely Irish 36 hour
non-stop adventure race across
the ancient and magical
surroundings of counties Cork,
Limerick and Tipperary.

Mixed teams of four mountain
run, bike, kayak, abseil, orienteer
and shoot, navigating the best
route to win.

Entrants are advised to prepare
to meet their demons during this
event designed to push each
team to their limits.

The Beast of Ballyhoura also
incorporates the 6th All Ireland
Inter Services Challenge to
unearth Ireland's toughest
service men and women.

The Ballyhoura Blitz takes
place on Sunday August 1. The
race is designed for individuals
looking for the experience of
adventure racing.

The race will cover a distance

of 30km consisting of a 10km
hill run followed by 20km of
mountain biking on the world
class Ballyhoura Mountain Bike
Trails. It will involve some
adventure terrain, a littie

orienteering and competitors
should be prepared to get wet.
Ballyhoura, a wonderful
amenity, is a short distance from
Limerick city, and attracts
thousands of tourists each year.
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