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+illeast four which the establishment of the

i Institute would normally in-
volve

s \ill necessitate at least
Common

The "Institute will commence
with “al corps of programmes"
embracing maths, statistics,

social and phynsical sclences
and Jahguages. Among the
courses 'which are expecied to
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iLod in inter-Buropean
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upect of the producl  getermime that the college will

start = fwith rou; 200
students with the numbers ris-
ing to three and a half thous-
and in ten years and to eight
thousand safter .twenty 'years
The stullent téachesr- ratio is
expected to be”abaut eight to
one.

The Institiute’'s young direc-
tor- (thirty-one years old) is a™_
man with quite extraordinary
qualifications. He has a Ph.D.
from -Tbwa State Unlversity in
electrical engineering; . an
M.Sc. from the same unfver-
sity in inuclear engineering,
and a B.E.'frgm U.C.C.
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: “The college will
leve]s: oertificate,
id diploma courses;
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his leaving cer-!
sald he can carry
ma level and may-
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tituts will open.

we do at pres-

R e s son. Pond Road, London N.-

Who's Who In The South And
South-West.

In the mnon business/aca-
demic fikld his interests In-
clude tennis, fishing, vioclin
and piano playing. painting
and silver working, In 1966
he married a fellow county
woman -(Cork, of course),

Stephanie Barrett.

They have two little boys.

Dr. Walsh returned to Ire-
landto take up his|position as
dire¢tor of the Limerick In-
stitute of Higher | Education
because of the advertisement
referring to  this posnon.
which he read and|replied to
In The Irish Times. “Anyway,”
he added, "it's a standing
feeling of every Irishman who
has been away to wani to
get 'back. The fagt that I
.Suffered a drop in|salary of
100 per ceat in returning is
not relevant. From {the selfish
point of view it’s nice to be
living in your own country;
from an unselfish viewpeint,
we like to consider that we
contribu‘teksomeunng iowards

e

to he
“little

is wery pleased
despite the

He
home,

han I cc--le
tunding the
a.s :.lo:ng Here your
asted in the process
the money,"

of lee.‘i T

-ea associated with
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Ahaue ber

An example

the Regional
Orgenisation,
which is an example to the
rest of the country; the Lime-
rick Branch of the Irish! Asso
clation of University Gradu
the Limerick
neil, and . the
ations Organisation.”
Dr.

Limerick

have
Development

Walsh
“has
t of mat-

Educationally,
considers

that

T he says,
“ihere is & Iremendnus amount
promised at least.”

isting the projects
built end theose already in
operation he spoke of; the
Jesuit comprehensive school,
the comprehensive  school ..t
Shannon, the new addition to
the vocational school in Henry
Street, the new recommenda-
tlons for development In the
training college, the recently
announced H Dip. programme
and the proposed college of
Physical Education.

Dr. Walsh: “It seems to be
me .that in the fleld of edu-
cation there is a whole lot
happening in Limerick, that
there is & tremendous amount
of educational activity here
either in the planmng stages
or in progress.

being

A L’:oroughh

unpretentious

than the
Amangst
decidedly
Dr. Walsh
feel that he will
succeed in gaining Limerick's
admirat and the country’s
gratitude for his Institute
He himself (in a pdlighed
lilt combination of Cprk/
American accent influences)
says: "The success of the In-
atitute of Higher HEduecation
depends on° its providing
something in tune with the
needs of the couptry, If it
does this it will be successful,
no matter what it is called or
what pre-conceived notions
people have'

The| group-are shortly off on a tour of America.
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WINTER GLEE
AT BALLYB.

CABARET, dancing,
top setting and = d.tituubtc
culsizie, ' though not aneom-
mon aftributes in » hotel, are
not impossible to find But
add to these every concelv-
able day-time activity and the

highly original gaiety of a
hotel newspaper of cartoons
and -bits  of “esoteric”

gﬂs‘up and you
h the atmosphere of the
Ambassador  Hotel, Bally-
bunion, last -weekend-—and

the pattern of every weekend
there from mow om'. . . That
is, of course, if you are lygclkey
encugh to make [t before the
Ambassador's maniging direc-
tor, Ken O'Sullivan, has it
“o'er brimming" with “Pari-
siens et Parisiennes” after his
sojourn at the Bord Fallts
workshop in Paris this week.

AEELERU TR R LRV C PR T E T L e

NE of the few people
in this country who
can get away with being
dressed like a 18fh cen-

tury footman and yet look
the

completely at homs

modern day life is
hotel head porter.

His p
ambigu
one o
ing at
dant

‘valued customer

But whetheér one agrees or
disagrees with hix lush green
or crimson, - gold trimmed
uniform or his traditonal
position in our society, the
hotel porter of long aundlug
in a town the size of Lime-
must, Iif he has any
powers of observation (a
which of them hasn’t 7) ha
a unique insight into the Hy
and personalities of the peo
of the area who have be
passing through "hiz hote

Tom Joyce, head porter,
Limerick Intercontinental
Hotel . . a modemn,
travelled-type produet.

for years, and
general
public, must
knowledge o! humsn nat
Paddy Fi i

U‘.I’O.Ll}ih his

o
A from [
::cnera.mn Ho joir

burnisher,
join the Army, wi
five years before rejoin
hotel; left again when
hotel closed for renovation
1047, returned when it

e~

opened a year.or two jater

and has been there since.
Tom Joyce, “head porter of

Limerick's Intercontinenta]
Hotel, is, as one woulg expect
from the hotel involved, =
more modern, travelled-type
product He has been fourteen
years in the business going

Gerry O'Neill thh the Sugan Folk, the group Wh:ch he manages, in his pub, The Duke of W ellmgton, Balls

Cruise's Paddy Fitzgibbon .

knows local families £

rom generation to generati

on

You know them
. . . and

he says, he
Ameri
an, Lﬁcr‘m\a
apedy—with the ex
of Johnson. But he
all behind to add h
ontinental {ouich to oul
nenial" ‘where he
2 ::m&mcc since.
The George's Caristy Cov.
s Wl his groomeu
tained manner-
the authentic porter of
oid school and adds the
of another era to the
od glass of the mod-

5.5.':&;1 hot&. 0"1.
F‘ark L-!'nﬂ &s a ju
‘an ordinery
came back to
r the War and
alter » sojourn in a few hol-
4fs includlng Crulse's and the
nce of Wales in Athlone,
settled in the George i

All tnree head porters assert
\despfte the complaints which
oot hears to the contrary)
that not only has service in
hotels neither changed not de-
teriorated, but it }u im-
proved.

Paddy Fitzgibbon*did admit
that nowadays “you do have 8
lot of youngsters working in
hotels who couldn’t care less.”
Tom Joyce considered that the
efficiency of hotels had im-
proved. though the young were

devoted - nowadays.
Coweney stated that
dn't generalise on the
If 1 say service has
'1{:& I'm speaking for
body, and if I say it
t. I'm still speaking for
same amount.

“I can only speak abour'my
»n hotel, where I consider
ice is better than in
deys insofar as speed
roned. But the personal
h is gone to-day.
the old days I'd say 'Oh.
Mr. & Mrs. So & So
\h&.* son and daughter
£ In a lot of cases now
are only a nomber. 1
¢ all stems from the
up of tourism."

Traditional

One beard a ot of the trad-
itional pHght of the unfor-
tunste bellboy or page of the
‘d. days. who was harried by

tomers and bullied by hia
diate superlor in ‘tho
r world.'

He epitomised the picture
= he m‘enunrkcu under
iD-treated youngster
should have béen sitting
school deslc rather than
“g around drinks,
dy Fitzgibbon, however,

complain about his

s ng conditions: “When 1
= d you couldn't pick and
choose & job: you were lucky
¢ get anything that time
the ftrades w

nless your father was

Jovee agreed that
g bullying did go on
Ce upon a time, but said:

d

er® was much more free-
nowadays. There iz a

stmosphere in the
1 business mowdays.”

The uniom to which porters
belong now _ prafibits  the
working of boys under 18
years after 10 p.m.
is, hewever, becoming
e dificult 16 find
people to work n hotels now-.
adus, ""hia Is imputed, by

the interesting as-

LIMERICK'S
HOTEL
"ADMIRALS’

Christy Coveney of the
George . . . the authentic
porter of the old school

pects of hotel work
even though You may be
working Iate at night or on
Saturday afternoon you never
know who may d.up in on
you.

Since he took aver from the
late Paddy O'Dwyer (head
porter In | Crulses for forty
years), P&ddy Fitzgibhon has
met quite. a few- well-known
people.

“One _ot the nicest peopl
I mef Wwas Archbishep R
sey, who wag here about
yYears ago."

that

Favourite

'~ Baddy’s favourite,
sonal experisgce, fTom t
world was J Camo
“You meet a1l sbris
he remarked, “the good,
and indifferent.™

Gcrry's little bit o

| REGEIVED the picture
ga the left and following
deﬁcn'pﬁon from Limerick-

is »ot & Mr. Ten Per Cent.

of” a
North

“Gerry is something
patron of the arts In

London, his pub baing weil
(prlni.led vith ces faor
theatre shows. poetry readings
and folk gessions. Somethin
of a more cosmopolitan ve
sion of The White House,
fact.

Now-gcﬁ!?

“The 'Sugdn Kitchen' wh:
ocoupies the rear part of
pub is an attempt to recreate
the now-gone county aimes-
phere of w musical evening
and fo that end he has fm-
parteq from Ireland the sugan
chalrs.

“He has succeed
extent: devotees t
London visit the pl

Speaking of the knowledga
of their local regulars whith
porterg acquire, Paddy Fifs-
bon said: “I used to inow
the familles who came in
I'm getting kind, of last

Though I knpow the
fathers, thec young {felloww
coming. up now I wouldgt
know. Donogh O’Malley came
here a lol, ‘he was a grest
nd of mine. He used
play cards Here with Richa
Harris.' L

Joyce says th
the econtact is
s with people, his jab
educational. A 5
counter he had with a -
tomer tAught him not to take
things at face! value.

“I saw 8 fellow com
the door with dirty
garees and slouch hat and
told him the hotel was

1 thought he was some
of bum. The man turned out
to be a Texas oil mn'x'"

1t

Tom

with a cadillac
ightly embarra
over it.
Christy of the George
that you retain
of events which

pened down the years b
the more tragic ones, such as
the casec of the man who died
after coming from the US
[reland with his wife, hav
veen away for years.
He did recall one .ar
«nicident though: "A o
vame in one day and

one
couldn't help'getting the fesi-
:ng that it was their first time

in a hotel, The receptionist
allocated them a room which
aad a double' and single bed
and I took them up because
I wanted to see their reaction.

Luggage

“We got to the room and

put down the luggage a=nd
stood in front of a great big
mirror watching th

actlon. After a few minutes

the man turned around to me
said: ‘Excuse me, sir,
ere be anyonc else
om with us?' " i
Christy is now thirty 3
the porters’ wo
own to his cus
any names. One
iend of his’ constantly
the figure he presents
regal suite by calli
niral.

On the question of faei
in  Limeérick, « one compla
head porter, Tom Joyce,
dealt with was the lack of
night entertainment for tour-
ists and visitors in the eity.

“It Is very difficult to find
entertainment for people wh

in

are here for three or T
ghts, The fifst two nights
ey go to Bunratty and to

Cruises’ cabaret, and there is

nothing for the remaining
nights. The cabaret shows,
which started recently, have

helped = lot."

On April 3 and 4 next vear,
the international congress of
Clefs d'Or will be taking place
n Limerick. This is a non-
union, noén-political organisa-
tion, whose aim iz to promots
ess for hotels and look
the traveller and cater
‘nr “all his needs, whether big
or small.” Irish porters have
had their own branch of the
Cilef 4'Or since 1856

Now. & parting piece of ad-
vice: if b

you have & problem
in touch with a head po
No matter how unusual
e will have heard it heft. J

et

a

purtel's, due to_th
day weck. Paddy Fitx
¢ comes {rom a fam
hims=elf) has nine ¢
©0 can he commandeered i
the forces!

Ireland

e 'ex tainmnt, apart from the
group, is provided by visitors
'\hn feol like getting up om
thelr hind-legs and aivz;mx
Martin Byrnes, thls year's All-
Ireland fiddler, ‘is a regular
there, as is Mark Canavan,
another All-Ireland champion

nn.ézr.
“Gterry O'Neill's father waa
once Postmaster in Limerick
and his family connection
with the city goes back over
t00 years, mainly as coopersm

“At one time they ran The
Cooperage somewhere \ear
Nicholas Street,

“Ha tells some funny storiea
aboit Limerick personalities
f jegend, Rudh a3 the ‘Rab-

e Lawlory, the greyvhound
man, and many, mMany mors.




