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BIG CHANGES LOOMING
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A major series on the

transformation
of the county

Patricia Feehily reports

T can't be easy when
you're a'funny man
and someone asks
where you grew up,
and you say: "Hospdtal”,

But that’s not the reasen
why comedian Jon Kenny is
among a growing band of Hos-
pital natives who would like to
gee the old name, Gleann Adne,
used more often.

He likes the lyrical sound of
the name, as well as its associ-
ations with a Celtic goddess,
and he's not joking.

But that's neither here nor
there, Hospital will always
have a certain place in hisg
heart-whabever it's called.

“T have enly good memoaries
of growing up in Hospital. 1
think Fends mean a lot and
that's where I made my first
friends.

“Hospital is changing, but
while I live just a stone’s throw
away from it now, and my
mother, Mary, still runs a busi-
néss Lthere, 'm a bit out of
touch with the town and 1
wouldn't be best qualified to
comment on the changes."

He was more than surprised
ko tearm, however, that his was
the first name mentioned
whenever we asked in Hospi-

tal: “who is the town's most
Formraie enm e donahop?™

parish having taken the title of
their lands from the same
landlord 16 vears before that
under the Wyndham Lamd Act.

It was, like nearly every
asmall rural town in the coun-
try, stuck In a kind of a strue-
tural time warp until recent
times, but then it became one
of the ficst Limerick towns to
get a facelift under the village
renewal scheme in 1995-Hos-
pital man, Clir Eddie
Crelghton was chairman of
Limerick County Council at

The farmers of
Hospital hada
joint stock
company herea
few years before
Dromcollogher
in 1884-the first
farmer-owned
creamery in
Britain or Ireland

apers —unlil now-probahly
because of itz location and the
fact that the local sewerage
and water facilities were not
exactly the stufl of a devel-
aper’s dreams,

But big changes are loomn-
ing. Flanning permission was
granted about a month ago for
69 houses, a hotel and 30 light
industrial units at Castlefarm,
a site more affectlonately
known locally as The Clover-a
synonym that might vet prove
propitious.

There was local opposition
te the first proposal, which
ineluded several apartments,
but a revised plan, minus the
apartments, seems (o have
proved more acceptable.

"We opposed the Initial
plan, but we would support
and encourage the revised
plan, * sald commumity couneil
chairman Canon Conor Ryan.

He zaid that the people of
Hospital would like any new
developments to proceed “at a
gentle pace” so that the town
could retain its identity, absorh
the neweomers and help them
b0 integrate.

“There iz a great sense of
eommunity here,” said Canon
Byan, a Thurles man, “even
the neweomers feel it and they

P i enewe fn infoorabo

Hospital community activist Pat 0'B
for more than a century
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Population: 1.206. an increase of 5.5 per cent on the 2006 fig-

L.
Famous for: the first farmer owned creamery in the British
Isles-the Munster Dairy Company-and for horses, hurling and
hospitality.

Famous sons: Jon Kenny, comedian: Damian Reale, Limerick
senior hurling captain in the 2007 all-ireland final; Liam

Reale, athlete; Declan Murphy, jockey; the Quish brothers, Pat,

Tom and John, champion handballers; Michael O'Toole, jour-
nalist. and PP Hogan, horse trainer.

“Biggest evenis: The visit of former US presidents, Richard
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whose family had a butcher’s :h IMe east
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has been running as a
fundraiser now for hall-a-cen-
tury, and the three Hmes a
week meals for the ebderly. She
wias also secretary of the local
badminton club for 25 years,
Her husband, Eddie, is a
long serving PD county coun-
cillor and was twice chairman
af the council. Peg takes the
phone callzs when Eddie s
away, and meets many of the
peaple he represents,
Commmunity council memiber
Pat O'Byrne waz born  and
grew up kn Hospital-his family

Fam @ liitehare' ofall thoarea fine

Abowes HI": mmm be traced back to the 13th century
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when the Knights of 5t John of Jersulem arrived in the town

Below: Peg Creighton who returned to the town over 40 years

ago from Birmingham

place, he said, with its three
second level schools-the Pre-
sentation sisters and the De La
Salle brothers contributed
immenselyils own bank and a
creamery that brought suppli-
ers from a radivs of seven or
eight miles.

They would, however, ke to
gee a full time Garda station
opened up again in the town.

“¥We have a great garda
here, but what we'd lke to see
iz a fully manned CGarda sta-
Lion.

“There were three guards

and nne coarmoant  afeHaraed

first farmer-owned creamery
in Britain gr Irelanc

Bul it haz an even more
interesting future-being clas-
sified in the County Develap-
ment Plan as a fourth tier
“other centre”,

The council says that it has
an “ambitious vision™ for Hos-
pltal, proposing to make it a
clean, safe, sustainable com-
munity-a place where people
will want to live and a place
that people will want to visit,
situated as it is on the banks of
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dut thats not the reason
dy comedian Jon Kenny i3
among a growing band of Hos-
T pital natives who would like to
see the old name, Gleann Aine,
used more often.

He likes the lyrical sound of
the name, as well as its associ-
ations with a Celtic goddess,
and he's not joking.

But that's neither here nor
there. Hospital will always
have a certain place in his
heart-whatever it's called.

“I have only good menmories
of anwing up in Hﬂﬁpitﬂ.l. 1
think friends mean a lot and
that’s where I made my first
friends.

“Hospital is changing, but
wiiile I live just a stone’s throw
away from it mow, and my
mother, Mary, still runs a bisi-
ness there, I'm a bit out of
touch with the town and I
wouldn’t be best qualified to
comment on the changes.”

He was more than surprised
o learn, however, that his was
the first name mentioned
whenever we asked in Hospi-
tal: “who iz the town’s most
famous son or daughber?™

The origins of the town go

back to the early 13th century

and the arrival of the Enights
of 8t John of Jerusalem, but
loeal historian Michael O'Sul-
livan informed us that it was-
n't uniil 1927 that Hospital
became a fruly independent
town when the inhabitants
finally succeeded in buying outl
their tenancies from the Earl
of Kenmare—the farmers of the

T'S not every farmer’s

wife these days who

dizshes up 120 dinners

every week, but its a
labour of love for Monica
Hennessy.

“They were short of a cook
when I joined the community
council, so 1 offered my ser-
viees,” she sald.

Every week, on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridayz she
prepares dinner at the com-
munity hall with the help of
people such as Peg Creighton,
and serves up a main course
meal and a dezsert (o the over
55 of the parish. Amyone wio
cannot travel to the hall for
dinner has the meal delivered
bo their home.

“We want to ensure that
they get nice nutritious home
cooked food, and for those who
cannot leave thelr homes it 1s
a chanee to keep in contact”

Monica had never even
heard of Hospital when she
first came to Ireland from her
native London in thee early
1950,

“1 bought a house here in
Hospital and I have been here
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small rural town in the coun-
try, stuck in a kind of 2 strue-
tural time warp until recent
times, but then it became one
of the first Limerick towns to
get a facelift under the village
renewal scheme in 1985-Hos-
pital man, Clir FEddie
Creighton was chairman of
Limerick County Council at

The farmers of
Hospital had a
joint stock
company herea
few years before
Dromcollogher
in 1884-the first
farmer-owned
creameryin
Britain or Ireland

the tme

Ever since, it has presented
a vibrant and go-ahead image,
with its own homegrown food
infustries, several progressive
husinesses and one of the
biggest and best secondary
schools in Mungter-John the
Baptist Community College.

But amazingly, it hazn't
proved a magnet for the devel-
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oper’s dreams.

But big changes are loom-
ing. Planning permission was
granted about a month ago for
69 houses, a hotel and 30 lHght
industrial units at Castlefarm,
a site more affectionately
known focally as The Clover-a
synonyim that might yet prove
propifious,

There was local appogition
to the first proposal, which
inciuded several apartments,
but a revised plan, minus the
apariments, seems to have
proved more acceptable,

“We opposed the -initial
plan, but we would support
and encourage the revised
plan, * said community council
chairman Canon Conor Eyan.

He said that the people of
Hoszpital would like any new
developments {o proceed “at a
gentle paee” so that the town
could retain its identity, absorb
the newcomers and help them
to integrate,

“There is a great sense of
community here,” said Canon
Ryan, a Thurles man, “even
the newecomers feel it and they
find it eazy fo integrate.”

One of those newcomers
back in 1993 was Monica Hen-
nessy, who came to Hve in Hos-
pital, a place she had never
Enown and with which she had
no connection whalsoever,

She was born in London but
made her home in Hospital,
adapling readily to life in a
gmall town. She married local
farmer John Hennessy, and is
now one of the most active

LONDONER MONICA

SERVES THE ELDERLY
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Monica Hennessy: she had never

heard of Hospital before she came
to ireland from London

Hospltal mmmuni actlvist Pat 0’

for more than a century

Population: 1,206, an increase of 5.5 per cent gn the 2006 fig-

Ure.

Famous for: the first farmer owned creamery in the E.r_il.is.h
icles-the Munster Dairy Company-and for horses, hurling and

hospitality.

Famous sons: lon Kenny, comedian; Damian Reale, Limerick
senior hurling captain in the 2007 all-iretand final: Liam
Reale, athlete: Declan Murphy, jockey: the Quish brothers. Pat.
Tom and John, champion handballers: Michael O'Toole, jour-
nalist. and PP Hogan, horse [rainer.

iBiggest events: The visit of former US presidents, Richard
Mixon, in 1970 and Gerald Ford in 1977; visit of President Mary
Robinson to unwveil a plague at the site of the ald creamery in
15995, and the switching on of the electricity in April 1949,

community workers in Hospi-
Lal

“This I= a great community,”
she said.

Peg Creighton, another
active community member, is
a native of Glin, and lived in
Birmingham for several years
before she and her husband

ever sinee, The frst thing 1 did
was to join the commumnity
council. 1 have always found it
a great and very supportive
community,” she said.

She is treasurer of the com-
munity council and says that
one of their biggest fundrais-
ers is the Monday night Bingo
session that has been running
successiully mow for 50 years.
The proceeds also help to fund
summer outings and Christ-
mas parties for the senior citi-
zenz, as well as providing a
local coal fund for them.

Monica  married local
farmer John Hennessy, and
although she was born and
reared in the city of London,
she never had any qualms
about helping out on the farm-
yard. They have a suckler herd
and the first taste she got of
farming was when she was
called on to belp with a calving
¢risis.

"When something has to be
done, you just get down and do
it, * she said.

The Hennessys have two
grown-up daughters, Sonia
and Jane.

Eddie, returned to Eddie's
homie town of Hospital.

“T've been here now for over
40 years and I've always found
it ta be a friendly and very sup-
portive community,” sald Peg.

Like Monica, she's imvolved
in the commumnity council, par-
ticularly with the Bingo, which

(SPITAL is a

goldmine for any

historian and

there iz nothing
about the story of the town
that Michael O0°Sullivan does-
o't know. He has written a
courple of books and several
articles on the history of the
town, and in recent times he
has produced fwo fascinating
publications, Glimpses of a
Century Past, capturing in
pleture, the story of the entire
20th century in Hospital.

“It has a very interesting
and unique past,” he said.

Michael wazs born and
reared in the fown, and
worked for 42 years with the
Tipperary Co-op, Most of his
spare time is spent research-
ing the town's history. At the
moment, he is one of a group
researching and writing the
history of the Presentation Sis-
ters in Hospital,

The town was founded in
the 13th century when the
Enights Hozpitallers of St
John of Jerusalem established
there, and had a chequered
history from the suppression

whose family had a butcher's shop in the east Limerick

has been running as a
fundraiser now for half-a-cen-
tury. and the three times a
week meals for the elderly. She
was also secretary of the local
badminton club for 25 years.

Her husband., Eddie, ig a
long serving PD county coun-
elllor and was twice chairman
of the council. Peg takes the
phone calls when Eddie is
away, and meets many of the
people he represents.

Community council member
Pat O'Byrne was boern and
grew up in Hospital-his family
ran a butchers” stall there for
over 100 years.

Now retired from the busi-
ness, but still farming, he said
that there were an awful tot of
things going on in Hospital,
particularly services such as
the Family Resource Centre.

Asked about the changing
face of the town, he replied: “Tt
is changing, and I would say
it's for the betfer.”

But it was always a good

place, he said, with itz three
second level schoolg-the Pre-
gentation sisters and the De La
Balle brothers contributed
immenselyits own bank and a
ereamery that brought suppli-
ers from a radius of seven or
eight miles,

They would, however, like to
see a full time Garda station
opened up again in the town.

"We have a greal garda
here, but what we'd like to see
is a fully manned Garda sta-
tion.

"“There were three guards
and one sergeant stationed
here at one time,” he recalled,

The town has an intéresting
past, all chronicled by local
writer and historian Michael
Or'sullivan who disabused us of
the notion that Dromesllogher
had the first farmer-owned
creamery  in the couniry,
telling us that the farmers of
Hoepital had a joint stock com-
pany here a few years before
Dromeollogher in 1884-the

first farmer-owned creamery
in Britain or Ireland.

But it has an even more
interesting future-being clas-
gified in the County Develop-
ment Plan as a fourth tier
“ather centre”.

The couneil says that it has
an “ambitiows vision" for Hos-
pital, proposing to make it a
clean, safe, sustainable com-
munity-a place where people
will want to live and a place
that peaple will want to visit,
slituated as it is on the banks of
the Mahore river in the heart
of the Golden Vale, '

Some would say that this
sums what Hospital is and
alwavs was-fricndly, sustain-
able and inviling-and that the
real challenge will be to main-
tain the traditional friendly
amd inclusive nature of a coun-
try town in the pursuit of the
councils vision.

VILLAGE WITH ‘A UNIQUE PAST’
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Local historian Michael 0’Sullivan:
‘Hospital wasalways a great

of the monasteries down to the
last century when the tenan-
cies of the town were finally
bought out in 1927 from the
Earl of Kenmare,

“It was always a great cen-
tre for education even hefore
the arrival of the Presentation
Sisters and the De La Salle
Brothers. Before the introduc-
tion of the national school sys-
bem, a  diocesan  report
revealed that there were aight .
hedge schools in the parish,
with 50 pupdls attending each
of them.

“We alzo had the first
farmer-owmed creamery in the
Eritish Isles-a joint stock ¢om-
pany founded in 1884," he told
us.

Michacl and his wife Mary
have four children; Brian, who
runs one of the two pharma-
cies in the town; Miall, who
runs thte Centra shop, and
Sinead (Lehane) and Aisling
{(Cleary).

McGowan's

centre for education’
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