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Letters to
the Editor

Programme for government deal

Three magical

Madam, - Now that the Green has not been accompanied by any minutes
Party has added Fianna Fiil to its discussion or analysis. - Yours, etc, §
list of endangered species to be DR KEVIN DENNY, . Madam, - For three minutes
, Ithink the the next elec- UCD Geary Institute, approximately at Croke Park on
tion will show e “birds University College Dublin, Saturday we were bi
and the bees and the cottonwood to the summer of Iraliz 90, Not a
trees” don't vote, but the people care in the world, ing was
dn—aadlhqdnn'tfmxeq Madam, - I don't think the great, to’have our dreams
AT BOWEN, Greens have reali thay private Italian - oh,
Sration Road, water supply and ecommuanity and some terrible . But
Sutton, Co Dublin Eroup water § are Dot pro- for those three itwas bril-
} mmmuembgm liant. Thank you 5t Ledger. -
umm.-mdmg:gm- local suthority, ar eed ‘man- Yours, etc,
mahml:&hm.dmm naedb}ﬂulocﬂmﬂrmy.me JOE HARVEY,
supposed to constinsen- because the Greens lost virtually Glenageary Woods,
cies. It seems, . that Green all their councillors, they have lost :
deppties shall only be repre-. touch withs reality. G - Co Dublin.
Bl s ket e ot e et
% e for -a service iy € -
cles seem to have 2 valy- - water schames are charging ¢ % v o
able riag fence for themigives at 2 - butions already to ram the rep
time of universal strife; ~ mise, = schemes dnd privite w
. TOMMYTIGHE, ~° © " | schemes obwi 3 mﬁnamaﬁ Madam, - In view of the Govern-
Grove Park, : ' hous: 8, 50 )would a local: on recris
Dublin 6. . authority  charge 5 up allow-,
Msdao, - The faitun % 1 e orty
- that the poor, whose ﬁ
cantinue to subsidise:
“whose children do.*
ons i e Tt
strong case of, -COst
lengthy courses such as
=Y etc, it 'l‘héle
SEAN Mc DONAGH, hunting in the programme A
4 s;?!rnm:m Teépresents a mile- Shamrock Drive,
- - Bertyglen, stone on the road to the abolition Muskerry Estate,
Raheny, Dublin 5. of all blood sports kn Ireland. Ballincollig, Co Cork.
Coupled with the restrictions on ;
Madam, - The revised pro- the ‘operation of kennels
gramme for government coptains engendered by a section of the
:h:ommlm_anrhn"mdm’ﬂ w$wmk%
economic h greatly advance
Government would got c‘n‘ue«wﬂdliiepmeﬁon?l .controversy
with the re-intr prevenﬁmofmlqw i . i ;
sity tuition fees. At the weekend Fnrdeuﬂel,dmmnu&-pg Madam, - May I offér two
ml:;;w‘lf:dcrhﬁn({omﬂcy huhullrr'a?runfnrium‘ﬁron- <d%mm bf‘lh_h?deu
t “increasing registra- packs o hounds, mounted riders, ‘matter. setting
g e 124 o ol Bl w3 o s Lt
es to decide”. : i s and motor-  Hox responsible
There are three problems with = bikes, its. frenzied pur- for .making allrmre!mu:e-
this. First, all of the recent discus- suers in terror, the stag would’ mients, 2, The' issuing of credit
sion on the potential for a student  suffer extensive ingu;ies, cards to all members to pay for
contri centred on some becoming entangled in barbed their expenses.
{ ‘wire or brambles, or attempting to This would that: they

ensure
swim across rivers and sometimes don't pay on the double
Australia. drowning in the process. ernment jet and business class
smudents would only be required to By the end of a hunt, the animal flights;
pay in thé futire and contingent
on income. This would not add

do

a8 ¢ Ataxa
“levy” or “contribution” does not
change matters one iote. Asking
students to stump up, say a regis-
tration fee of €2,000, is no dif-
ferent from asking to pay a tuition
fee of the same amount and clearly
will add to economic pressures

And the int of thé hirt ' v estrict- excesses; and we
wasn't even to kill the animal . .. ing unvouched
just to put it through this har- expenses to those who fail to show
rowing ordeal for “sport”. up.

Sofairphywrhecreenl‘n'ty- 'I'hisisnotcompliumd.-dmply
for achieving this major break- how things
through in the battle against blood in a company in the west of Ire-
sports. The campaign to ban hare land. - Yours, etc,

A coursing and fox hunting con- SEAMUS O'CALLAGHAN,
Finally, while there may be tinues. - Yours, etc, Bull '
good arguments for effectively JOHN FITZGERALD, Carlow.
granting universities autonomy in (Campaign for the Abolition of
setting fees (as UK umiversities  Cruel Sports), . Madam, - In the course of a
have to a limited degree) this is Lower Coyne Street, letter eritical of Government
quite a radical step and one that Callan, Co Kilkenny. policy (October 10th), Jerry
Kiersey states, “We have been
n unable ﬂ:: get loans ;lvrnm 'ifr‘
Distrust of public representatives g e et i
= e o taxes.” I would like to mrremct the
Madam, - The biggest lenge ere seems 10 be no acknowledg- record and make clear t the
confronting post-Celtic Tiger Ire- ment of the fact that ordinary citi- Minister for Finance has not used

land is the distrust that now exists
between Irish citizens and the
people paid to represent them.
While much has been said and

zens have a right to feel betrayed taxpayers’ money to write off
ir representatives.
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An Irishman’s Diary
Hugh Oram
ICHAEL HARTNETT,
of the finest Irish poets
ol'hisgmmuij:n.died years
ago today. 50 poets
before him, he succumbeg to the
fnmlchlrn':;eofm i W
on October 13th, 1999, aged 58;
from alcoholic liver syndrome.
Hartnett began his life with &
e; his parents’ name was : ; Y
47 bt " Miohael Hartnett, who died ~
was written, he | ol | who 10 years ago today, bagan his Life
was called “Hartett”. He stuck with a mistake. Phatograph: Frank Miller -
with this name, as it was closer -
%o the Irish version of his Hartett ta study at UCD, but place he lived there, in Emmet
surname, O hAi the young poet gave it up after a | Road, two doors from the
He was born in the local year: he and academia did not Richmond House pub, has a
Bospitalin Croom, net far from mix. plaque in his honour, put up five
‘Adare, but was brought up . For.a while, he co- edited the years ago by the Kilmainham
West, where the i magazine, Arena, with and Inchicore Heritage group,
. family eventually secured a new Juves Liddy; later in his career, assiduously preserves the
Iocal apghority hou Hartnett was for a while poetry memory of Hartnett's time in
Harmetr's father was a house editar of this newspaper. Fora | the district.
painter, and there was much -couple of years, he Ironically, two other great
discord caused by his . | poetry programme for RTE, artistic talents who had close
and there wis pot slways a lot to His first book, A 1y of a ctions with Inchicore also
eat, % Cliché, was published in 1968, to 'diedwung.FmdsLedwidge,
Michael Harméet Had his first- | critical acclaim. Harnet' s poetic the poet killed in the first World
and el sk in career was well under way, War, and Dermot Troy, the
* Newcastle West, but he spent lting in the publication of legendary lyrie tenor. One of
much time with his maternal many works in both English and Hartnett’ s most noted works
dmother, Briiget Halpin, Irish. was the Inchicore Haiku,
who lived in the townland of ] He became that literary published in 1985, which marked
' Camag, in the countryside, bui cliché, the difficult but his return to writing in i
close to Newcastle West. ic artist, In 1975, he Michael O'Flanagan, a local
Aklhlﬁ:’hehndbembom declared that in future, he was poet, closely involved with the
in rorth , she lived much of | going to write only in Irish, a heritngegroupuinncreury.
ber life in west Limerick and was move greeted mainly by recalls.that Hartnett liked
one of the last native speakers of indifference. At the time, he said icore, its working class
Irish in that part of the country. that English was a language well ethos and the people there. He
She had a great array of Irish suited to selling pigs. During this has posted a rare video clip of
words in her vocabulary, many period, he was also teaching at Hartnetr; it's on YouTube and
related to the animals of the mond College, Limerick, a shows the poet reciting in
mmﬂydg;ndlilf:mﬂ:efum, rare settled job in a nomadic I;.!;qulislnmdIriulnuhel’nrim
although she and the family i . in
didn’ t use Irish in everyday His sense of humour and Niall Hartnett says that his
conversation. But her knowledge | mischi never father liked nature imagery,
of Irish had an i bandoned him. In the ballad he birds, while non’
influence ‘on the young lad, who wrote about Maiden in Cl irituai ism
2 as fluent in Irish as he Newcastle West, he declared and legend, factored his
“wiks in lish. She was the first that the one thing that wouldn't imagination. His books and
person to recognise Michael be found there were maidens. collections of his work number
Harmett's poetic vocation. In London, he had met about 25, according to Niall, who
The day after Hartnert - %ﬂ%whb:g:he ﬁm‘bt:nhismhn'swnrkis
finished secondary school; married in 1966. They had two in about 100 anthologies.
enigrated to London, where he | children, Lars and Niall. The Here in Ireland, he and his work
asateaboyona marriage broke up less than 20 . are reasonably well known,
building site, He also worked years later, after the Hartnetts events such as the
there as a dish washerina hu.dmavadbu:mdo;,;nhu annual Eigse in his honour in
inga . native place, w] settled Newcastle West, the town where
relationship with a cashier, in Templeglantine in West heis
Being beautiful and & Gaelic Limerick, Many people believed Niall brought out & book
from shewas | that Grantley was about his father earlier this year,
the perfeet combination for the Jewish, but Michael Harmett and while Michael Hartnert
young aspiring poet. Hartnett had made up this to bemuse would have a long way 10 go to
also spent some time in Mpdrid. .mi thelast15years of - || become, Tikee
When to reland, it | ", sparter was | Heaney, Niall hopes that some
W23 10 start a new life in Dublin. Angela Liston, who supported day his father will reach the
There he saw himself in the him as his alcoholism grew same level of recognition as
same mode as Patrick Kavanagh, | worse, ] Patrick Kavanagh.
4 country poet among Dublin's Apart from his fondness for s
sophisticated literati. Harmetr’ s drink, Hartnett also had a great Poetry ireland presents an
first job in the city was on the liking for women, as seen in his evening of elegles for Michael
night shift at the international book, Poemns to Younger Women Hartnett today at 6,30pm In the
telephone exchange in (1989). Michael Hartnett had a Unitarian Church, St Stephen's
Exchequer Street, Dublin, At predilection for romantic yarns, | Green, Dublin, with Theo Dorgan,
one stage, he was curator of If they weren't true, he was Mary 0'Malley, Pat Boran,
what is now the Joyce museum amused by the way they were Michael Coady, Tony Curtis,
in cove, taken up, including by the Gerard Smyth, Hugh MoFadden,
Bmheft!jinwitht.heliteru‘y media. Thomas McCarthy, Nuala N
glﬂgﬂ:mmnhblzmemgyhis Afm—mebrcakm ml;pgcg&is Dhumhﬂalca ll,Pa]’l_.l'I‘J:eFaynem
ity was soon recognised marriage in id-1! Moya Cannon. The evening will
John Jordan, another poet, who partly caused by his drinking, also feature piper Peter Browne
taught English literature at moved back to Dublin, | and sean-nés singer Seosaimhin
LT.:ICI)..lm-d.nnr.-.l:uu:«.n-ag.-.d living in Inchicore, The last N Bheaglaloch.
Cork’s bloody secret Aroughridein
O R the cycle lane
is right to

Harris (October 10th)
indicate that preci

es are dif-

precise

written about politicians who “fed ficult, if not impossible, to find for
ike pigs at the trough”, it's not the the number of Protestant “involun-
waste of ' money that's tary emigrants” between the inter-
hcrnlism.lbeﬁevethequc censal periods of 1911 and 1926, |
lone to our democratic system by have researched this subject in

i con-
tinue to owe the full amount of
their loans to the bank. - Yours,
ot ;

politicians is much
The most

some detail over many months
with the help of Prof David Fitz-
patrick of University College,
Dublin. He pointed

from the South? I have recently
completed a project on my family's
history and discovered that my
own grandfather, who was both
t and an ex-British sol-
digr, left Ireland some time
mﬂnmwma

Madam, - With reference to
Ned Costello’s view on taxing
cyclists “zero” (October 10th), I
think maybe cyclists should be
paying for the upkeep of the foot-
paths which, in my area, is where
most of them prefer to cycle. -
Yours, etc,

principal reason appears to



