HEN the G.A.A. was in its
infanecy, a tournament in-
augurated the birth 'of hurling in
Kilfinane, the Stakers and Bally-
‘hea playing the first game there,
with the Coarse Field the venue.
| Kilfinane Emmets were then
established, and played their open-
'ing match against Gormanstown,
“which they won. During the next
two seasons they .gained three
.cups, as the result of participation
in tournaments at Ballyorgan,
Bulgaden and Elton. They won
:their first set of medals at Bally-
“Janders -in 1899, playing the semi-
‘final and final on the same day.

: To demonstrate the interest
ftaken in the games then a story is
;told concernirig a player named
Fuster Linane, who got a stroke
‘over his eye during one of the
tatches, Father Buckley, seeing
the wound, remarked: “Your face
18 ruined”, to which Linane _re-
:piled; “I'd rather lose my eye than
lose the match.” . )

¢ Kilfinahe also participated this
‘year in a tournainent at Shan-
ballymore. As was usual ih tliose
days beéfore a match, somé players
“Wwhen stripped started a hop, step
-and jump. Dan Shanahan, who
‘was @& player that day settled the
‘issue in his first jump. Of course,
sin Kilfinane then they had athlet-
¢s every evening, with Shanahan,
“Jack and Mick Connery, Denny
*Carey and a host of others, who
:helped to emblazon the name of
~ithe little town on the front e
of the athletic history of Ireland.
. Kilfinane played Knockaney and
“Mungret in the 1897 County Limé-
“-fick Senior Hurling Champion-
-sbip, and met Cappamotre for the
“final, at the Markets Field on 1st
May, 1898, and after a terrific
struggle. they came out .victoricus
-by a solitary point, 4-9 to 4-8.
EARLY DAYS OF HURLING IN
: KILFINANE,
- It was difficult to get a field at
‘Kiliinane arouid that. time ot the
.year arid the late John Tobin told

e they often . practiced .on the

_mountam, Another Sunday the
hurlers went into the Parish
‘Priest’s Field. Ih due course he
.came along in his four wheeler
/@nd shouted 1o “clear oSut.”. The
./poys were stripped for a match at
zihe time. and .only went. to the
.bther end of the fleld. The. priest
“had his field gldsses up tfying to
. knoéw who was there and, at last,
opened the gate and drivirig in
.qpicked up a coat &and boots and
. drove off. Needless to say the coat
and boots were back if good .tithe
~and the lads were never withoiit a
subscription from him té carry on
the game. ) o ,

_ In_Januaty, 1886, Kilfindtie lost
ts Ballyhea, then  Cork ( ‘o#i,i,ty
¢hampions, by & ppint, and Jrom
hen until July 1902, the South
.Limerick lads never knew. defeat.
. On their road to the All-Ireland
<gnceess of 1897—Limeérick's first in
hirling — théy beat Tulla, Crgke
"Cup holders; Bldackrock in the
Mumster final, dnd Tullarcan (Kil-
‘kénny); in the All-Ireland decider,
.played at Tipperary on November
20th, 1898

In March, 1899, Kilfinane imet
lackrock again, at Mallow, this
ime for the Crokg Cup. The

——

‘tioned as one of the greatest of

i rhateh resujted in 4 draw, and_ in
Egv.tbe‘

sane grounds, six weeks later,
 Kilfilnanie won the re-play.. ey
“then deféated Galway, and in the

¢« final, ﬁ%’% :flékgur);s, ﬁont d% mge
i . Kilkéenny. Mos ev. Dr.

attendéd  tHis mateh dhd

2 thé tedms, .

In that same year, in, .the first

ound _ of the County Champion-

ship,. Kilfinane. met Doon,..at . Hos-
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pital, and in this match Tom
Brazil played and also his father.

During their unbeaten spell, the
Kilfinanie lads won eleven sets of
medals—including the All-Ireland
and Croke Cup souvenirs, a Mun-
ster Championship and two County
titles.

ONE OF THE GREATEST OF

THEM ALL,

In a recent discussion on the

merits of some well-known hurlers,

the name of James (“Sean .0Og")
Hanley, of Kilfinahe, was men-

them all.

Let us then dwell on the manly
form of  dashing James, the re-
nowned full-back of the first Lime-
rick side. to wear the hurling Blue
Riband. .

First let nie explain the Gaelic
appellation ‘‘Sean Og” that stuck
to him from his first appearance on
the hurling  field, beneath the hill-
side town. Then a strapping young
14d of fiftéen, with & peculiat styie.
Janies Hanley reminded spectators
of a famous player and athlete of
the old type, of generationg before,
called Sean Hanley. The youngster
was his grandson, and an onlooker
who appreciated the old man’s
worth, and  delighted with the
young debutante; exclaimed: “An-
other ‘Sean O0g.” I

Growing rapidly, loose limbed
and strong, in a vintage athletic
spell, around Kilfinane, “Sean Og”
at twenty years was a star in the
senior firmament, His first great
game was against the Limerick
Shamroeks, rom whom the
famous Young. Ireland Club sprang
4 few yearg later—and took place
at Kilmallock on & June day in
1896, On that occasion his sweep-
ing. drives, almost from goal to
goal, were the outstanding fea-
tures of the game, .
~ “Sean Og’ held his hurley right-
hand dowh—he was a natural left-
hander. or “citeog.’’ His lift and
turin were like lightning and his
strength prodigious, )

He was one of the famous com-

bination of Limerick hurlers—thej t

Kilfinane Emmets—which won the
All-Irelatid “double” — ,thef c -
pibniship and Ctoke  Cup for the
year 1897, and of which mention
has already been made.

 "Those., who remember the bril-
liant selection of hiirlerg which did
diity for Kilfinane cannot forget
what a splendid place “Sean Og”
held in_ that gredat team. During
years When the winning of  the
Murnster honoufrs was regarded as
@ very preludé to the preatest vic-
tory, when Cork and Tiipperary
were seénding . forth teams never
sufpagsed before and séldem
equalied  since, the Kilfinane Em-
mets startled the hurling loving
public. by a brilliant Succession of
triumphs in the county and provin-
cial championship ties and wound
up their successes by a decisive
victory in the All-Ireland Final
over . Tullatoan. the [Leinster

chathpions, .. v .
SUPERB DISPLAYS.
. In évery contest precéding that
Wwelcome tihiffiph, &nd more espe-
cially in the Munster ties, the
superb display of “Sean Og” made
his .dame familidr throighout the

land, and most deservedly so, for
he possessed every essential quality
of an expert and redoubtable
wielder of the caman-—active, keen
of resource, quick in attack and
clean and decisive in defence and
delivery, Six feet one inch tall, he
weighed around fourteen stone in
his prime. Quiet ag a child, he de-
pended on his art with the caman
rather than bustling tactics to win
his matches. His pucks-out froin
goal were of surpassing length.

In every aspect James Hanley,
at that period of his highest vig-
our, was well worthy to carry
such a popular and significant
title as “Sean O0g.” Few, if any,
handled the caman with greater
grace, and the pathos of his un-
timely death in exile strikes the
?eazg; and imagination like a win-
er ) E

He went to Dublin in 189¢, with
the intention of settling there, and
during hig stay often figured in
Jones’s Road with the . County
champions — the well known Com-
mercials team. .
hlani;don_ ultimately claimed him,
F: he must have found at least
congenial exiles amidst the_active
clubg then existing in the English
capital. Hg jojned. the Emmets in
memory of old Kilfinane—and was
a member, of the- London Irish
team that gave a memorable game
to ’I‘ipperaggo in. the All-Ireland
final of 1900, A year later the
exiles came back to take the Blue
Riband over the sea for the first
and only time—but “Sean Og” was
niissing on that occasion.

One of the best games the
championship. has known was that
bétween London. Irish and Tipper-
ary. Playing with the breeze, the
home lads had a four points lead
in the  first quarter. Then the
exiles' defence opened out — Hau-
ley, O'Brien and Horgan sending
lotig, dccurate clesitances that let
their forwards put across a trio
of minor scores. Tom Semple, that
grand hurler, put Tipperary in the
way of & white flag, in an exciting
bout, and the interval c¢ame with
'Iiippgrary ledding, five points to

reé. , |
A WONDERFUL SECUND HALF
.- It was a wonderful second half,
the exiles #ttacked relentlessly —
and a pair of points brought the
teams levél amidst scenes of wild
enthiisiastii, Duiblingrs were behind
thé London-Irish to a man, for the
Irish-Ireland revival was then
pulsating in the metropolis, and
London-Irish. were the symbols of
the scattered but yet unconquered
gpirit of the Irish race.

. When an exile forward doubled
throuf;h London’s sixth point for
the lead pandemonium reigned.
Barriers broke down with a crash
before the swaying, excited crowd,
but the pitch held . clear in those
vita] last minutes. “Sean Og” Han-
ley’s sweeping left-handers were a
feature. Then .a tragic event hap-
pened. Dan Horgan, the London
cdptain, playing a great game,
came out to clear g loose ball. It
stooped dead in & rut unexpec-

tedly. He put his hand to it ex-
pegtmg & hop, but fouled it on the
sod.

Three minutes to go, it was Tip-
perary’s last chance. Hayes pitched
the shot to the goalmouth—in tore
Mike Maher and company, and
like a whirlwind swept London de-
fenders, ball and all, through the
posts for a goal. There was a wild
Tipperary roar. The puck oit was
weak, and in a flash Gleeson and
O’Keeffe were on. it to goal again
just before the whistle soundad on
an epic game.

Victor and = vanquished  were
stormed by admirers. Tipperary
had held thetitle at home but the
gallant losers were cheered to the
echo. Their. receptioh that day
gave. them fresh Heart and spirit;
which helped them achieve their
ambition a year later at the
expense of Cork in another aston-
ishing game. '

HIS UNTIMELY END.

For thirteen years “Sean Og"
Hanley laboured in the fogs and
fumes of London. to which he was
so little suited. A nheglected cold
found a weak spot, biit up to the
ldst the old call was for gim
sistent; the old arena held a cap-
tivation he could not résist; but a
powerful and relentless enemy
dsserted a sway and the buoyant
and darihg hiirler, the favoured
apd formidable champion had to
yield all too early {o the inevitable
pedce of death.

All too young the thrills and
trials of iife were eHded, but lov-
ing and inspiring recollections
preserve his pergondlity
performances sife y
ditions of the gamie, in which hé
played so manly a part. .

By way of conclusion, I will let
“Carbery” -give his impressions of
him: “Sean Og” (Jim Hanley) was
certainly “the man of his hour.”
Six feet one, built on loose and
ample lines, that kindly _fair-
haired giant was a joy to see in
action. He hurled “right - hand
down” and did_his best work from
the left—the Yankees would call

in-

him, a “Southpaw’ in their de-
scriptive way. = Sean starred for
Limerick in the ’nineties. His

icimergy wag endless; his overhead
driveg a field length, and his speed
agtonishing, for Such a huge mian.
Ele hurled for Dublin #nd then for
ondon Irish. His fame will live
for ever. He died early —— widely
loved and respected.

- No. 58 — Con Kiely, of Bally-
landers.




