No.71—JAMES F. HALVEY of Limerick City
(By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH)

THE Leahy family provide the
classical example of devotion
to the eause of athletics, yet they
are hot the only big Limerick family
to give all itsa menfolk to the work
of reviving our national sports, in
days when-it-was not by any ‘means
as popular as it is-nowadays to be
connected with -the G.A.A. and its

activities.

In recalling the work of the Hal-
veys of Croom, it is well to say at
the outsst that five broth in all
represented their native parish on
the hurling field, . whilst four of
them flguréd as well-known and
popiilar. cyctists at sports meetings
fhroughout Munater in the halcyon
days of Limerick o:&\latlc glory.

I set out to rec the doings of
James F. Halvey, but in the course
of the narrative I hope also to
touch, however inadequately, on
somé of the performances of his
brothers—John, Paddy, Ned and

on. ;
The Halveys camse of good ojd
Gaellc stock and it fé on record that
their father was & uember of the
first Croom. hurling team,
was formed ehortly after the foun-
dation of :the G.A.A. L
John was the first of the present
family to hit the Gaelic h
l\:vhelt_i hol éiggu-e‘g w"'h.xﬁhfy Croom
urlers, led by “Spenget’. Lyaqns; in
the yeéars &roiln tﬁg turn -of the
century. . i :
T FOR AMERICA,
The team suffered a big loss when
he left for America,in 1802, and in
thia_¢onnection way of his.old teain
‘still surwive will be glad
to- jat he. ia now living at
g i th dottgs of 1o
ested as eyer In. t o “of tHe'
homﬂnndg.}diuw%:., hi
since his daparture over
tury ago. . . S
© John kept cgntact, too, with'
hurliag, and wa# & leading mem!
for many years: o&ﬁw .all-Limer|
hurling team of New York, wh
appropriately enough was named
the “John Dalys.”
his Yrother, Ned, visited
afterwards, and

o

ears or. 80-he also played with the

x.‘Iohu Dalys,” bringing Croom re-

presentation an_ the: side to four—
John and Ned Halvey, with Padd!
O’Neill ‘- (“Bantam™y - and  Jac!

O'Cornell. The capidin at the time

was tom Carter of Fedamore, and

Half e cen-

thie
ber
lck

their outatanding schievement was [son A38m.)' won, T.
the defeat. of  the heiders—the |1s), second; J. F. Halvey (38m. )it suffices te say Jim encoun-
“Mahers” - of - Tipperary—for the|15s), third. . tored during his time on the track
Champlonship of .New York. The| May S0th, Limerick Police sports | guch notables as Tom c“gm' how
games of those ot\!fys;\vero' Played in | —One mile cysle, . ¥ Halvey. won, | president of the N.A, and C.A.; J. J.;
the old. homie New York Gael-|T. G. Wilwon, third, Three mile | Gondon, Ned Caulfield, addy
oon. Cettic Park, tor long only a |cycle, J. F. Halvey won, T H.|G'Donzell, J. G. Ken Dick Mat-
Browns, 8600 | thews, Wm. B. Smith, E. G. Stokes,

happy memory.
im Halvey was captein of the
third Croom hurfitig team in -his
young days, &nd it wes only when
he left to live in jariok C¥
early 1804 that his ‘tgterest turned

to cyclingsi:. i .
FI%ST I SUCCESS,
His 'ﬂraéi:reco%‘.:qs'ncceu came

later that year, when he won the

mile cycle confined event at the

L.AA. ard B.C. sports, with-'E.

Stokes runner-up, finigh

second in -the open race over the

same distange to J. Egleston. ]
The following sedséf he won the

one mile ngvice race fron: scratch

at the Garryowen Fefte aports on

June 14th,77J.: D. Cusack being

second. A fortnight later he ap-

pearéd in’ top’-olass

whidh [R.

nes, |

has not. seen i

ch |as well as the plaudits of the sport-

ity in |

cycle events,. . .
L July S'gﬂ'}, ‘Lirherick’
ghed | sports ~.at _ the. Markets

&% Kilfpallock

sports, and was runner-up to “the

acrateh.

Placed third in the mile at Nenagh
on July 17th, he also had two
seconds on that occasion, over two
and four miles, His longest race
yet was &t Tipperary on October
20th, when he finished third in a
toen milea contestJ. ‘N. Browne
winning, with J. Egleston second.

Secord in: the one mile cycle at
Limeriok Commercials sports on:
1 August 2§rd,; 1806, he figured in a
different aphere tlie toudwlaz, 8t

G.A.A. ¥
Treasurer of the County Board,
with another Croom man, Denis
Spencer Lyons, the. ( )
LIM:ER_IGKMENAND ALL-

The All-Ireland Congress of the!
Association held at Thurles on July
4th, 1897, was remarkable for the
number of Limerickmen elected to
office, They were: ¥Frank B, Din-.
neen, President; Rochetand
Michasl Deering, Vice-Presidents;

. A. . Gleeson, r, and
James F. Halvey, Auditor.
Twelve. taenths later Michael

Deering became Preaident of the
G. B Hal was _elected
nk Dinneen .

ALAL X v

Vice-Presideént, and
Be ip. .

the Police

toek overthe.
-~ Third in thé. mile &t

15th, 1808, oy

great J. J. Condon in the one mile LI

sparts i th irkets Field on July §
theory that s fiérson coul bo:lwc be &

was packed. .
MERICK -DRAPERS’ SPORTS.
I can find only one reference to
him in the Press reports of tite 1600
meoetings. It concerns the umerlcki
Drapers’ sports held on May 24th,
the cycling returns being: One mtle, |
R, Legear, Adare, won; B. A. Klns,
Limerick Bicyele Cilub, second. |
Three mile,. J,” O'Mara. (310 yards)
won, J. F. Halvey (290 yards), sec- |
ond. Two mile invitation, J. F.
Halvey won, J. O'M;’tép. second. Five
mﬂ% Js Qih.n-( 0" yards) won,
J, F. Halvey (320 yards) second.
Several years later he ran his las
race on the track, a “some-back”
that was remarkably successfdl and
ave him ownership of the splendid
Chaljatige Cup, which he

TRathkeale or Tipperary before com-
meneing hils day's work. He also
kept fit by running, on their trtal
.spins, with.

the Limepick

L with - the -Lim Harrlers,
1°bit iéVer Yepresented’ them%ﬂ' e&m&

- petition.
. A keér and enthuslastic member
of - the Commercials, he' often. put

J-in a spot of tralring with them at

Corkanree, and erected a special
showerbath at lils home on the
Dock Road for the benefit of its
members.

Strangely enough, it was Mun-
gret Jim represented on the County
Board before being elected ‘Treas-
urer of that body in 1867,

PADDY HALVEY'S
PERFORMANCES,

Paddy Halvey succeeded his bro-
ther as representative of the Mun-
gret Club. He hurled with Mungret
after originally figuring with Croom,
to whom he returned when Murigret
dhbagg‘ed. Paddy was appginted
assistint secretary of thé County
Board on 6th April, 1807,

A useful cyelist, although ma'nly
interested in hurling, his track suec-

3 inctuded: June 30th, ,

elmege
had won on two \ .
at meetings of the old L.AA, and
B.C. When the latter wers discon-
:ltnuede’th:o trophies w‘d‘x;: lﬁxx;o;‘egd
orage” for some .Yy , “bu e
Cup again eventually
went up far competition, this time
at a police meeting. Jim, deter-
mined to win it out, resalised his

Bruff sports—Oné niile cyele, J. J.
Condon (30 yards) won, P. Halvey
(148 yards), third. Three mile cycle
operr’ handieap, J. J. Condon (80
yardsy won; P. Halvey (330 yards),
second.

August 27th, 1901, Kilkee sports—
| Won the one mile eycle and second
i the three mile.

ambition, Ned Ceaulfield being sec-
ond, and another of. the lvey
brothers, Ned, third.

Jim Halvey also figured in a num-
ber of road races, on one eccasion
riding in the fifty miles event over’
the Phoenix Park oourse, Dublin,
being favourably piaced at the fin-

GOT A BAD FALL.
A regular Hder ovorithc-Rabrlon»

d “secretary and a g Y
at the seme time, when on Jaly
24th; dsslsfed by Maurice Frewen,
he orginiged. under:theauspices.of
the famed: Comnierclals one of the

greatest SPovts_treetings ever held
n  Limerick. & 3

world's -1
tion, ¥
meeting aid

ing publl¢ for & wonderful trlumph
of organisation, the full extent of
which ca¥ be judged by the fact
that almost £100 was collected in
8 r .at the Garryowen side
nlonix that dey: o

X had another great year in
1889, recorded events in which he
part'(clpatbd resulting:— :

"May 25th, L.A.A. and B.C—Thir-
teen mile cycle road racé, T. &. Wil-

. Kenna (38m.

nd,

June 8th, :1.AA. and B.C. w
—One. mile .cg:& (confined), J. B\
Halvey won. One mile cycle (open),
ey oo Ivio’ myle. roadster.

. 2/58) WoD e ' "
T. G. Wilsorn wo#; J, F. Halvey,
“3""5&1, enagh Police spoits

une 3 Na‘n‘? 0] [
—Won: the one, -tlires and-five mile
J..J:. Condon"in the one;

swis again’ Secretary
of the': .eﬂns'-:-: sharipg the
[burden ' With Alble Quillinan, and
experiencing . emother- remarkable
sucdess, “‘spéotal - trafns bringing
large crowda to. g

Second to

yenue, W

o —— ot s s

ing
‘1clocks and cutlery

3 ol ty-ive
miles, he had won the principal.
event one year, and was sl out in’
the ‘defence of his title: ‘d"i_ql)?w-
ing season when he got.s bad fall
just as he pulled out to win, As &
reault he was three weeks: upcon-.
scious $n the County I , and
was advised by his doctors never
to ride tlgsln. not to s of com-
peting. - It just shows mentality
of the man that he turned out 3dn
the following season and not alone
regained his title but secured s spet
cial gold medal for the fastest time
recorded over the course.

He won hundreds
his active years,

got miarried he nearly furnishéd his

ouse with the tropiiies of his cylgl;

ing days, foremost of which was
massive Delmege: OUp: he
prized very dgrly. :

An athlete is judgéd as much by

his company &s by his déeds, an

A, E, Kenneally, M. A, O’Callaghan,
i’firmy' T. Wilson and -J. Mc-
oY, -
B ACHIEVEMENT,
Jim mostly travelied by train to
his away meetings; but often cycled
to Kitmallock and other like places
An order to eomipete. On one occa-
slon he missed train to Nemgh,
so. he immediately mounted his.
bicyole, - arriving at the _Sports
Grovnd, just as the five mile race
was & fo start. He immediately
turned out and.won it. .
Manager, and later proprietor, of:
the Revolution: Cyele Stores in Pat-
riek Street, he once rode & revolu-
tlon cycle in an cbstacle race at
the Markets Fileld.

. Bportg—

 including’’
galore. When he both

Septempbar-15th, 1901, Tulla G.A.A.
One mile cyclé, P. Halvey

(lfg‘zards) second. Two mile eycle,
P. ivey (260 yards) second. Three
ile ‘aycls, P. Halvey woh.

July” 20th, 1902, Tullda G.A.A
sports—TWo mile cycle, P.
(2385 yards) second.

Al 17th, 1902, Kincora (Lime-
rick) G.A.A. anorts—One mlla cycle,
P. Balvey (185 yards) second.

August 18th, 1808, Xilmallock

H»o e mile cycle, P. Halvey

30 yards), second.
Paddy Halvey, long Hving in
West Clare, is the proprietor of a

ficensed premises situated betweon
‘Moyasta and Kilkee.
THE OTHER BROTHERS. °
Con Halvey, now resident in Dub-
lin, made one of his rare cycling
appeararicés dt Croom sports on
September 13th, 1906, to finish third
in the one mile race, firat place
golng to Shérwood, with J.
parling second. .
His main interest, however, was
in the hurling, and he played with
. Rathkeale and Croom for
many seasons.
] Halvey, when apprenticed In
Bruff, c{::led to Limerick on & solid
tyred bicycle in 1888 to see Micky
O'Neill of Adare beat the famous
 crose-Chiénnel runner, Crossland.
There was & novice cyele race on
the' D amme also;, and “Spencer”
Lyons Induced Ned to enter, Tt
was his first time on a grass track
and his flrst time In a race, but
with the aid of & pneumatic cycle,
'which he secured on loan, he won
easily-~tho distance, two miles,
_ At the- Commercial sports shortl
afterwards he again tried his luc
and igted the success in the two

Hias first 3 D
was at KilmaHook in 1902, when
iwon the two mile cycle.

Ned did not cycle a lot, as hurling
took wp most. of hia reereational
hours, but a few .cycing appedr-
anoes, from the prer~ reports of the
period givé him & ig finished

ny
he

M ag havhi
third in the five mil: at Limerick
sports on June 14th, 1908, R. Maft-
‘théewa being the winner, with B. T.
.Russell second. At Ennis on July
:22nd he was second over the same
distance; &nd at Limerick Commer-
cials’ meeting on August 12th he

iwon the two . event.
Ned captained the Croom senior
bhorling team that won the County

Championship and the Murphy: Cup

{—a- great- double—in

. For training he often cycled to|

Halvey

| wards frem the

‘When offered the captaincy he
was living in the city, and he at
first refused the honour. The other
playerd, however, insisted, and he
‘leventually accepted the position on
condition that he got full control
and was allowed plek the team him-
self for all their matches. The
othiérs agreed, and so well did he
' succeed that the Croom hoys won.
the first match under his leadership

i

after & long spell in the wilderness.
And they remained ‘unbeaten for
thirty-three matches, & remarkable
record rivalled only by the loyalty.
of the players to their leader.
GREAT FIGU S,

U, .

Some greut figurés came‘to the
fore in that halcyon period. Six
Mangans in all wore the Ctoom Jer-
sey—Johnny_ with the old teamd;
Ter, Mick, Pat, Tom and Jim in
later yeara. In @ddition, the Croom-
lads trathed on their.lands at Ca&r-
ass, and many & summer’s evening
gaw forty or more pucking about
there, Then Mrs. Mangan would
;appear and insist on the whole Iot
going into the house for tea—a re-
gular occurance there,

Three Halveys often burled toge-
ther on the same team—Paddy, Con
and Ned—and then there were the
two Mullanes, John and Mick, Jack
Shea and Mick Feely.

Paddy Buskin, a member of the
Kilfinane side t. won All grelqnd:

honours in, 1807, \Was. 8 gre| at fgiire
on the 'Mde.’wh “his bg‘o' e, Bill,
gave valuable ssaistance also. Saiit :

ullt,

Paddy, small but sturdily
could jump feet up for a ball, and
-old timers will be delighted to hear:
'that this veteran of 1887 hurling,
fame is still hale and hearty, farm-,
:ing good acres at Ballyluaky,'
:Croom.

Ter Mangan was a great full for-
ward who, with his brothers Mick;
and Tom, ;& ed for Limerick in.
‘many a hardfought contest. The
two Mullanes, Jack Shea and Micld
.Feely also represented thelr county
with distinction. .

Mick Feely, 'the burly teacher
from Crooria,”” a8 “Carbery” once
described - him, often walked to
Patrickswell to catch a train for
Tralee or Kiliarney to play a match.
A great forty-yards man and -an
adept at taking a pass from the
mighty ‘“Fyler” Mackey, he was a
powerful player on the frees, al-
ways hitting “with remarkable.ac-

curacy.
Jack She Mf“‘( o d b:
ac joa, re Y many as
the best half-back Limerick ever
had, could give Tipperary’s Hugh
Shelley—rated & ten seconds man
in the “hundred”—helf & yard start
and still beat him to a ball. A good
hard, honest hurlér, it took a great
man to beat him. A story is told
concerning a match in which Croém
played RathKeale. A youth who
‘wans coming to the fore as a hurlin,
stylist in Rathkeale was nominate
to play on Jack Shea. After a few
minutes harling i was obvious to
the latter that his man was fighting
shy of & élash With him. Then,
Jack said: “Sonny, come into me;
I won't hurt you.” And although
he got # few hard “roots” after-
dyout;g, Jack was as
. That was typical

good as his wor
of the man.

In Bourke's long car from Bruff,

ve Croom lads travelled.afar win-
hing everywhere against the star
teams of Limerick and North Gorle.
A notable achievenieiit wus the 66
casion when, aided only by Paddy
Flaherty, they flelded = tedmi that
beat the pick of the city in a match
in aild of a memorial to “Spencer”
Lyons. .

At the annual County Convention
on March 25th, 1908, Ned Halvey
wiis elested Assistant Seoretary, &
position he keld for & number of
years. Later he represented Lime-
rick on the Munster Coundéil, along:
with Paddy Kélly, father of ex-City

Board Tresasurer, P. ell{. )
Ned stil} takep a deep interést in
i the games: of the Gael, and racely

misses ‘& -hufling game of .gny im-
portance. Lorg may-he flourlsh, &
worthy representative of one. of our
greatest Gaelic fgmilies,

No. 7. . J. Morrison of Doox.




