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by Marie Hobbins

70,000 burials
since 1855

"A NEW lease of life awaits the
160-year-old Mount Saint Lawrence
Cemetery and all proceeding to
plan, the old graveyard, which,
according to records claims that
over 70,000 individuals were
interred there between 1855 and
2009, is set to rival Dublin's
Glasnevin Cemetery, in terms of
recorded historical detail.

Members of city council's
Environmental Pollcy Committes
were presented with details of the
project this week.

A series of Information panels,
detailing in both irish and English,
the history of the leading merchant
families, patriots, eminent
sportsmen, religious and others,
will be erected in the cemetery
and in time, family histories will be
recorded for posterity.

Clir Kathleen Leddin, who first.

proposed the idea some months
ago, said: :

“Mount St Laurence is a history
of Limerick but we must get
someone to professionally research
the history of all those buried
there, we must incorporate as
much history as possible and we
must also find the necessary
money from the Heritage Council
to carry out repairs to the
Republican Plot".

The cemetery, whose burial
records commenced In March
1855, Is the resting place of many
former Mayors of Limerick,
including the Labour pelltician, Jim
Kemmy. The graves of the Bard of
Thomond and the more prominent
Limerick families, as well as the
Good Shepherd Convent plot, the
Manchester Martyrs Memorlal
Monument are there, as are the
burlal places of the wealthy and
influential and those who died in
the Lunatic Asylum and the

workhouse,

Clir Leddin stressed the relevance
of “finding an appropriate use” for
the cemetery’s neo-Gothic Church,
built in 1855 as a mortuary chape!
by the local firm of Hennessy
architects, who also designed the
spire of St John's Cathedral.

“There Is great mosaic work In
the church and | feel that as the
panels will not be sufficient to
contain enough information we
should store historical detall on
panels within the church as well”
urged Clir Leddin.

Clir Maurice Quinlivan saild it is
worth remembering that people
visit cities to see graveyards.

Said Clir Tom Shortt:

“The panel erected near the
Treaty Stone Is marvellous - it's
done to a very high standard. We
must remember we are the
custodlans of the history of the
city. People would like pointers to
where people of note are burled - It
would bring history to the fore.

“But we must remember that
people want directions to certaln
tombstones™

Clir Orla McLoughlin cobserved
that some cities pride themselves
in that thelr cemeteries are
museums.

“They are user-friendly cemeterles
with Interesting characters In
them,

“l remember how upset | was
when | couldn’t find my granny - |
was devastated untll my mother
told me about her grave and where

New least of e pronisod for ol

"~ it was".

Confirming that they only had an
inttial budget of €10,000, director
of services, Caroline Curley, sald:
“This Is al we can afford just now
but we are responsible for
cemeteries and we want the panels
to be relatively stylish but also to
be endurable, but until we can find
big funding we can't go Into the
cemetery church - we will look at
European sources of funding. We
want to get this project underway
- we wanted to give something
back to the city”.
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