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Celtic Crosses were main targets
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Prior to Saturday night's
devastation, a photo-
graph of how the memo-
rial to the Bard of Tho-
mond looked

School
~attacked

Three windows at St. Pat-
rick’s boys national school,
Dublin Road, were broken by
vandals at the weekend. The
only damage to the inside of
the mises was to a toilet

By EUGENE PHELAN

IN ONE of the worst vandal ram-
pages ever in the city over 140
headstones were wrecked, caus-
ing up to £100,000 worth of
damage to Mount St. Laurence
Cemetery, at the weekend.

“This is the biggest piece of vandalism ever to be

done in a cemetery in these islands,” declared
Alderman Jimmy Kemmy as he surveyed the scene

this morning.

And chairperson of the
cemeteries committee, Clir,
Jan O’Sullivan said that it
could be the work of some
“sect.”

Ninety per cent of the
damage was caused to Celtic
crosses and those responsible
travelled the whole graveyard
with the intention of causing
as much ‘destruction as
possible.

Bard

Many of Limerick's best
known families have had
family graves interfered with
i ing the Good Shepherd
Convent and a memonal to
the Bard of Thomond,
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FASHION CASUALS
Black, Grag and Beige Leather Uppers
esin Sole . . . from

£19.89
Full range of Confirmation shoes in stock.

LEAVYS SHOPS

Jan O'Sullivan, chairper-
$on, cemeteries commit-
tee; Mr. Joe Finn, super-
intendent, cemeteries,
Limerick Corporation:
and Alderman Jim Kem-
my at the memorial .to
the Bard of Thomond,

Michael Hogan, errected by
the people of Limerick.

Gardai were at the scene
this morning combing the area
for evidence and among the
items taken away was a chain
which was wrapped around
one of the headstones.

Up to 10 people could have
Eaen 'lllu'.l'»:nlSa ved. They struck
te on Saturday night or earl
on Sunday mmﬁ&nﬂ_ﬁsﬁ
tors to lhedﬂ:npeﬂery' went
a numbe T surveyin
tﬁtﬂymtem of the damage. e

The graveyard was opened

 in 1848, and the Corporation

Actor killed
after show

_ Mr. Drﬂmdﬂ Il was tl:lzll:ulved
In a car accident on the main
Hospital/Knocklong road in
the early hoiirs Saturday
morning last. He was return.-
ing home from a variety show
in which he was one of the
chief participants. The show
had been billed locally as the
Leahy and O'Carroll Show b
the Knocklong Varieties and it
was the first time in 30 years
that the two characters
appeared topether.

Mr. O'Carroll, who was a

Th'e- scene at Mount St. Laurence Ce

metery this .

nrndag.
O Pictures: OWEN SOUTH

took charge of it in 1979
There u?:l;?i 15 acres and the
Bro ously went thro
“They were selective and
mainly went for Celtic Cros-
scs, they did not touch any of
newer graves which would
have been much easier to

knock,” said Alde rman
mmy,

“Some of the finest exam-
ples of stone cutters craft, the

famedt |itl ;hﬁ e d:ﬂ':
mediate cliowl
accident. ﬂ-l?rld the ulhcnl?’m
t5 of the car — his wife,
aura; son, Donie; daughter,
arlene; and neighbour, Mrs.
Maureen Morrissey — were
transferred to Limerick Re-
' Hospital. It is believed
t the car skidded and went
out of control.
Mrs. O'Carroll was de-
tained in the Regional and her
condition this Monday morn-

in%:ms described as ‘comfort-
able’. :

The O'Carroll’s have one
other daughter, Deirdre. Mr.
O'Carroll 15 also survived by
his brothers, Donie and Phon-
sie, and sister, Marie,

His remains will be re-
moved this Monday evening at
B o'clock from Davern’s
Funeral Home to St. John's
Church, Hospital.

ornamentation on the stone, it
has all been destroyed.”

Mr. Joe Finn, cemetery
superintendent said that a
prelimina‘;? investigation
showed 140 headstones had
been knocked or broken,

“They came with no other
intent, but to cause damage,”
he added. He explained in all
cases the vandals went to

crosses. i p

“The majori ntegrated
when the f-.el]}z

Mr. Finn said around
£100,000 worth of damage was
caused. Headstones were very
expensive. Some cost over
£1,000.

Mr. John Braddish, who has
been working at Mount St.
Laurence for the past 42 years,
and has seen much vandalism
down through the years said:
°I have never seen anything
like this before.”

Reported

It was Alderman Jim Kem-
my who reported the matter to
the Gardai after being phoned

a friend. They are treating
tne matter as a serious crime,

“Many of Limerick's best
known families have been hit,
including the Richardson
family, ondgate, and the
Hartmann family,” he added.

The church in the graveyard
hus been wrecked by vandals
over the years, and’is closed -
up at present.

However, recently the
cemeteries commitiee” along
with an architect visited the
church in the ME' of renovat-
Eﬂg it — and making it vandal

e.




