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'Foreword 
Fr. Pa t Burns 

It is that time of year again when most people are 
busy leading up to the Christmas period. As 
Christmas approaches we invariably ask where has 
time gone and comment on how quickly anothe•· 
year has almost past. As with every year it has 
created its ovm memories, witnessed changes here 
and there and left people with mi..'l:ed emotions and 
blessings. For many of us it has been a year like any 
o ther yea r, for others it has been marked in 
s ignificant ways, the birth of a new child, success in 
exams, leaving home to follow a particular path in 
I ife, the celebration of marriage, the loss of a loved 
family member. As with individuals and fami lies 
much has happened at a parish/ community level, 
within various g roups, organisa tions and 
committees. Once again Grean has, in its own 
exacting way, b·ied to capture these changes, events 
and happenings. They are recorded in the pages of 
this publication for our enjoyment and pleasure. On 
your behalf I salute and thank all involved with 
Grean 2015, all who have contributed a1ticles, the 
hardworking committee, involved in gathering 
together so much information and a huge variety of 
pictures, and especially to this year's editor, Ken 
Bergin. To one and all I say "Mile Buiochas" and to 
you the reader, enjoy! 
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Editorial 
Dear Readers, 

Welcome to the 2015 edition of Grean; the 21st 
edition of this magazine for the Pallasgrean -
Templebraden area. I am honoured to be this year's 
editor of Grean but this is due to the temporary 
absence of our regular editor Ger O'Connell. Ger was 
unable to take on the role of editor this year due to 
his commitment to the Strictly Care to Dance project 
which is happening on 28th November 2015. I want 
to take this opportunity to record our gratitude for all 
of Ger O'Connell's commitment and drive to produce 
the Grean magazine in recent years. It would not 
have happened v.rithout him and we look forward to 
his return as editor in 2016. 

This magazine is built on its contributors and I want 
to thank all of those who subm itted articles, 
photographs and maps for this year. We are indebted 
to all our advertisers without whose support it would 
be impossible to publish and print our 500 copies. 
Once again we would encourage you to support our 
local business community. I would like to thank 
Mossy Kirby of Mulcai r Print for his professionalism 
and expertise in the design and production of this 
year's magazine. The Grean is produced each year 
under the carefnl auspices of the Pallasgrean 
Templebraden Historical Society. I want to thank the 
members of the society fo r all their work on the 
magazine and in particular its officers, Siobhan 
English, Breda O'Dwyer and Jill McCormack. 

This year's Grean once again reflects all the sporting, 
cultural and historic events of t he parish and 
surrounding areas. There are reports and 
photographs of all of the activities of all the sporting 
organisations. We have made the decision to print as 
many of the photographs in colou1· in 2015 which T 
th ink you will agree improves the look of the 
magazine. There is a very extensive h istory section 
this year where our regular contributors continue to 
document the people and heritage of the area. There 
are some very interesting articles on the renovation 
of St Brigid 's Church, Templebraden and the 
destruct io n by fire of the Oyster Ballroom in 
Dromkeen. T he mayora l campaign is also well 
represented. 

On behalf of the historical society I want to thank you 
all for your continued support of the Grean. We 

would encourage you to come forward with your 
memories, photographs and articles which make up 
the history of Pal lasgrean - Templebraden. 

Ken Bergin 
Editor 

PaJiasgrean-Tcm plebraden Historical Society 
Siobhan English (Chairperson), Breda O'Dwyer 
(Secretary), Jill McCormack (Treasurer) 
Pat Kelly, Nora Stokes, Gillian l lickie, Cannel O'Keeffe, 
Tom Kennedy, Pr Burns, Kathleen Shanahan, Tom Ryan 
(Vv). Margaret Ryan, Mary Hayes, Ken Bergin, !l·lmy 
Kennedy, Harry Kemtedy, Mary Slattery, Margaret 
Hayes, Dolores Redpath, David ·ntompson, Ciaran 
Shanahan, Gcr O'Connell, John O'Dwyer, Ned Rymt, 
Anne Garvey. 

Photographs fea tm·ed on the ft·on t cover: 
Thoor Ballylee Castle Co. Galway, 
Co/in Ryan with the U21 Trophy 
Crean Drama Group- The Little Prince 
Knockone Football Team 
Pallasgrean Ladies Club 
Official Opening of the Pallas Soccer Field 
Stl'ictly Core to Dance 
Church of Ireland Groueyord in Pallasgrean 
St Bl'igid's Chw-ch Templebraden 
Garrydooli.> Gals Under 14 Singing Group 

Every effort has been made to ensure that all details 
names, dates etc in this publication are correct. 
Omissions and errors are sincc•-ely regrettable and 
not intentional, we apologise for any inconvenience 
caused. 
Published by kind permission of the Trustees of I 
Pallasgreen Community Council. _j 
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St. Brigid's Church, Templebraden, 2015 
By Riah Hogan 

After much discussion, planning, consultation and 
tenders, work was begun on the church in Templebraden 
in J une 2015. M1· Pat McSweeney, of Gleeson McSweeney 
architects in Limerick, is overseeing the project being 
carried out by the main contractor Pat Fanning of Caplan 
Constl'uction. 
Our last Mass took place on June 21st. 
The scaffolding arrived on J une 23rd and work quickly 
commenced. 
The lime repoi nt ing was undertaken immediately. 
Removal of the cement pointing showed the extent of the 
moisture t1·apped within the wall. 

This is ;m example of why the re-pointing of the church 
with a breathable lime mortar is necessa ry. This 
photograph demonstrates the e>.1:ent of the 01oisture that 
has been trapped within the core of the wall. 

Damage to the pinnacle 
stone is evident. 
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Repaired pinnacle stone, prior to 
re-instatement of stone and c•·oss. 
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Fr. Hums with broken Cross Cross restored using crane on October ;2th 

One of the window heads after repointing 
and cleaning. 

Steeple awaiting repointing 

Much of the work to the exterior fabric is now nearing 
completion, with the scaffolding expected to be removed 
by mid-November. This will expose the re-roofing works, 
refmbished belfry cross, repa ir·i ng and repainting of 
stonewor·k, new cast iron gutters and refurb ished 
down pipes. The new louvres to the belfry and refurbished 
leaded glass windows "~11 also be clearly visible. Other 
works remaining externally include new external 
illumination to tbe building and a gently sloped concrete 
level access route to tbe east porch entrance. Land 
drainage works and repainting or entrance railings and 
gates will also be completed. 
The work on the interior continues, with some changes to 
be made including the removal of one of the confession 
boxes and enlargement of the other, the relocation of the 
baptismal font to the side aisle, internal redecoration 
including repainting of the stencil work to the sanctuary 
area, re-ti.ling of the main aisle, a new draft entrance lobby, 
new internal ligbti.ng, new emergency lighting and fire 

alarm system, installation of new beating system, 
provision of new steel ladder to belfry and upgrading of 
beam supporting bell framework. 

Many th anks to M o·s Shelley Carroll, Ballyneety and 
Pat McSweeney fo•· sharing their photog•·aphs 

Architects Gleeson McSweeney. 99 O'Connell Street, Umerick 
Quantity Surveyor; John F Flynn, Shelboume Court, 
Shelboume Ro.~d, Umcrick. 
Services Consultants; Moloney Fox Consultants, 46 O'Connell 
Street, Limerick. 
Project Supervisor Design Process; Aegis Safety Management, 
Green park Avenue, S.C. R. Limerick 
Consultant Engineer-s; McMahon Hardiman Consulting 
Engineers Ltd., 91 Henry Sll't!Ct, Limerick. 
Main Contractor; Caplan Construction Ltd., Bansha, Co. 
Tipperary 
Limcwork Sub contractor, Mid West Ume, Newmarket-on
Fergus,Co.C1are 
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The Oyster: 
e end of an Era 

By James Blackwell 

gust 16th of this year brought an end to an era that 
many from all across Ireland "~II remember with 

rcat fondness. The Oyster Ballroom will be 
remembered by many and accredited by more as the place 
where couples found love for the first time. A hugely 
significant building, it was bu il t thanks to the fo•·csight of 
entrepreneur Pakie Hayes. It brought crowds from all ove•· 
as they flocked to see the likes of Brendan Bowyer, Jim 
Reeves and Dickie Rock in action . 
I recently had the opportunity to complete an oral histOl)' 
project on the Oyster Ballroom and the role it played in the 
locality. I interviewed members of Palde Hayes' family, 
past employees of the hall, and those who both preformed 
and danced there. Using this information, I was able to 
compile some unique insights into the Hall and managed 
to preserve what is quite clearly only a fraction of the 
stories that surround the hall. 
What follows is an adapted extract from this project; vf'11e 
Oyster /Jalh·oom; An Oral History.' 

It is natural for a person to li nk their own personal history 
with a place. A pet·son can link social experiences, cultural 
inlluences, economic prosperity and iJ1deed entire eras to 
one specific building. The Ballroom Era which took 
Ireland by storm in the 1950s and continued right through 
to the end of Lhc 1970s was one which would alter the path 
of the country's de,·elopment both culturally and socially 
and has left many with fond memories of dance halls 
throughout the country. It was the forerunner to the age of 
Rock and Roll and Disco and, although rarely 
acknowledged as such, provided the catalyst for an 
irreversible change in the manner in wh ich Irish people 
socialised. 
The showband story is rooted in the dark days of the 
1950s. In a time when the average increase in national 
income in Europe resided at 40 per cent, Ireland's was a 
mere 8 per cen t. While the rest of Europe enjoyed a post· 
war economic boom, Ireland was going through an 
economic crisis. With an alarming number of 1>eople 
emigrating in search of work, the wheels of a social 

transformation were slowly beginning to turn. The 
ballroom era, which emerged due to a combination of 
factors during this period was to have a profound and 
lasting effect on Irish society. As the 1950s progressed, 
business entrepreneurs throughout the country 
recognised a demand for a new social outlet. These men 
wer·e more than willing to capitalise on the droves of 
followers that sbowbands had drummed up fo•· themselves 
overnight. 
Ballrooms began to spring up around the country, and 
while showbands came and went, these structures lived 
on. Still in our midst today, although mostly dilapidated or 
used for an entirely different purpose, these halls are 
repositories of vivid, almost palpable memories of a 
bygone era. The Oyster Ballroom came to prominence as 
the biggest dance hall of its kind in Munster. Built by the 
Haye.5 family in 1957 and opened for business in 1958, it 
was situated twelve miles cast of Limerick City and drew 
c•·owds from all over to the tiny counhy crossroads in 
Dromkeen. Typical of the many dance halls that sprung up 
at crossmads throughout the count•·y at this tiJne, it 
therefore provided, in te•·rns of the effect it had on its own 
local it)•, an excellent example of the social transformation 
that the dancehall era wrought 
Businessman Pakie Hayes was running a thriving farm 
machinery and farm supplies business alongside a bUSY 
grocery shop, petrol station and public house. Against the 
wishes of his family and the advice of h.is friends, Hayes 
saw an opportunity to expand his business portfolio. This 
dancehall would go on to become part of the social fabric 
that made up of whole communities from no1th Cork, 
Tipperary, Clare and Limerick. 'His r·elatives came to him 
and said please stop - that he was making fools of the 
family. He kept on anyway despite their protestations.' 
Using his existing busine.~s contacts as well as some local 
financial investment, building began in early •957· Despite 
the financial gains of his businesses, llayes did not have 
sufficient capital to get the project off the ground single
handcdly. 
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The main building contractor, reputed to ba one of the 
main investors, was Robert Parkes from Elm l'ark in 
Limerick. He was also a close friend of Hayes. The initial 
build cost £t6,ooo and was 'an eye opener even by present 
day standards of dance hall construction.' The dance floor 
was 6,ooo square feet 'and established it as a colossus 
among rural dance halls.' 

'No, bigger ... No, push it back, push it back ... they all 
thought he wus cracked.' 

In order for the Oyster Ballroom to succeed, it was clear to 
llayes that it would have to be more impressive than any 
existi ng hall or ballroom that might be bui lt in the future. 

Cct1ain aspects of the hall mirror Hayes' foresight. The 
hall featured air conditioning - warm air. in "~nter, cool air 
in summer which was a new departure for Irish ballrooms. 
Tha floor was of Canadian maple and 'cost a fortune ... it 
would probably ha,·e been the dearest part of the hall. 'Tite 
floor was a vital component of any dance hall and 'the 
whole floor would have to be polished so that it was slippy 
for dancing.· The floor also set Hayes' ballroom apart from 
its local competition. The quality is remembered by those 
who danced there; 'The floor in Dromkeen would be 
always very good ... whereas if you went into Cappamore 
or you could see 'em throwing Lt~x flakes or something like 
that.' The noor's construction was intricate and deliberate. 
It was only revealed in later years when imp•·ovcments 
were made, that the floor's detailed construction was really 
acknowledged. A nine inch cavity lay between the 
foundation and dance floor which rested on thin wooden 
beams. These beams were separated with thin strips of 
rubber, and added to both the quality and st rength of the 
floor. This set Dromkeen apart from other dance halls. 
Hayes understood the importance of a quality dance floor 
and invested heavily in its installation. 
The sheer dimensions of the hall led Hayes to later install 
a moveable stage which was unique to Dromkeen. 
Brendan Bowyer, lead singer of'Tbe Royal Showband' and 
later 'The Big s· remembered this change having taken 
place. 'At that time llayes had enlarged the ballroom at the 

back and he could bring the stage forward if there was a 
lesser crowd or put it back.' Tite moveable stage ensured 
that the size of the hall could be altered to accommodate 
vruying crowd sizes. 'The stage then that they bad in 
Dromkeen, if there was :1 big crowd, the stage was on 
wheels and they could move it back and if the, if the crowd 
was small then they used move it forward.' This was just 
one of the techniques used by Huyes in an attempt to get 
dancers out on the floor and combat the inhibitions felt by 
patrons at the start of an)• night. It al.so allowed Hayes to 
make the hall appear full on a smallm· night. Pat Cosgrave, 
who worked as a bouncer at the hall described how the 
moveable stage worked. 

'If we thought the crowd was getting bigger, bigger, 
bigger, bigger you'd go bock and you'd pull it back seuen 
or· eight feet which left an awful lot of room ... there was 
seuen or· eight wheels tmdcr it and 'twas worked with a 
chain and handles, a couple of fellows would go in behind 
and work it/ike that and 'I would pull bock. I don't know 
who had the bmins to do that but 'twas a good one.' 

I ELCOME- ELCOME - WELCOM 
TO 

lHl ·GAlA OPfNING DANCf 
ON NOVEMBER 19th 

AT 

THE OYSTER BALLROOM 
DROMKEEN, CO. LIMERICK 

HALL FULLY LICENSED 
EVERY DANCE A SPOT 

PROPP ETOR, P. J 

,.- DON'T MISS THIS GREAT NIGHT IN THE 
SOUTH'S LARGEST BALLROOM 

The men who 
wor·ked 011 the 
building of the 
Oyster· Ballroom 
pictured with 
Pakie Hayes. 
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Hayes provoked much reaction to his 
plans to build the hall in Dromkecn. 
He encountered opposition from many 
sides. Local, Tony Touhy remembered 
his mother being particularly worried 
about raising a family so close to a 
dance hall of this size. The local Parish SunCiay Night, July 10--DOC c;;i,AR 
Priest, Fr. Lee, tried to reassure her. B t I HI and the 

On a visit to the house he proclaimed oya nes 
to her, 'For God sake woman, tlrere'/1 . . 

1 

• 

be crows flying in cmd out oft/rat place 
before any of tlrem will be going ~ncing 9--1. Admissioft 7/6 (indudini Tu) Usual &Is Sertoct 

dancing.' ~~~~==~~~=~=~====~===============] The Oyster Ballroom played a central :.: 
role in the development of the area's 
social scene. People from a great eo· area could now meet 
and interdct witl1 one another in a completely new setting 
and dance to popular hils by different bands on a weekly 
basis. With an increase in the number of cars and greater 
access to transport, l>eople wco·c no longer confined to 
their own locality to social ise but travelled the lcn1,'1h and 
breadth of the country to follow the biggest bands on the 
circuit at the t ime. The economic boom Ire land 
experienced in the sixties gave people more d isposable 
income than they had previously. Work was ava il able once 
more in the country due to an em1>loyment focused 
Government led by Se6n l.em;1ss. Dance halls such as the 
Oyster Ballroom slowl)' established themselves ~1s the 
social outlet of a generation of young adults irrespective of 
class or location. They weo·e univeo·sal, appeali ng to both 
those in towns and rural areas. 
Not alone dicl U1e hall affect the social life of the locality 
but it also offered valuable supplementary night-time 
work that helped many families Pnjoy a higher standard of 
living. The hall also created and s upported enterprise 
elsewhere in the region. The success of the Oyster 
Ballroom impacted greatly on other smaller halls and 
forms of entertainment in the area. Smaller dance halls 
were seen as old fashioned and grew surplus to 
requirement, some being forced to take on a new life in 
order to stay relevant, others closing down completely. 
Publicans were forced to adapt their businesses to meet 
the needs of the changing social trends or face the same 
fate as the smaller parochial halls. TI1cir adapt ion saw the 
creation of the lounge bar as cultural shifts in the country 
saw the taboo of women in pubs exting11ished. Slackening 
crowds, the result of increased competition from these 
new lounge-bars and the diminishing appeal of showbands 
with the arrival of Disco, put halls such os the Oyster under 
increased pressure to remain financially viable as a 
business. This, coupled with new sto·ingent health and 
safety regulations, saw many proprietors exit the business 
that they had monopolised for decades. 
While many people placed great emphasis on the 
individual traits of Hayes, one must also recognise the 
economic and social change Ireland was undergoing at the 
time. Hayes' dance hall w:1s not the fi 1·st of its kind nor the 
last. However, he understood the dynamics of the change 
in social trends. What he provided for the community was 
p ioneering, both i11 size and condition. Therefore its 

influence was long lasting on both the locality and its 
surroundings. 

The hall bas left in its wake a legacy that is carried on in 
the memories of those who attended and danced there. 
Many couples in their fifties, sixties and seventies first met 
in dance halls throughout the country and subsequently 
married. Establishments such as the Oyster are souo'Ces of 
rich o ral evidence from an era that is defined in Ireland as 
one of social and cultural change. 

L.ea,~ng aside for a moment the sweeping social and 
cultural change that was abound during the life time of the 
Oyster I will leave tbe final word wilh Pakie llayes' 
daughte1· Christina: 

'One of my memories of it closing was of my father. 
He was fairly sentimentally attached to it and 011 a 
Sunday niglrtjorjiue or six S1mdays after it closed, 
l1e used to sit out looking across the I'Oadji'Omthe 
house counting the number of cars that came ft·om 
Limerick, out for tire c/ance and coming and seeing 
no /iglrts on and turning Clround and going bcock 
into Limerick. So I'd say Ire wcos fairly lonesome 
after it for a while.' 

For Hayes, it was a way of life and when it ended there is 
no doubt that its absence left a void in his life which was 
never really filled again. 
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Photos taken by 
Jwnes Blackwell 
who was ot the 
scene of the jir'e. 

CAHERCONLISH 
PHARMACY 

Main Street, Caherconlish, Co. Limerick. 
Tel. 061-352988/352270 

e Large ~election of fragrances and stylish handbags new 
in. 

e A wide ronge of sterling silver and gold jewellery
perfect for all occasions. 

• Baby & Childcare advice to new mothers and mothers
to-be. 

e ChriMma. Club now running for all your gift 
requirement~. 

e See our large range of First Aid Supplic~ucts 
including Nebulisers. BP Monitors. expect advice 
assured. First Aid Boxes for sports teams a speciality. 

e Prescriptions filled while you wait. Delivery available 
upon request. 

PHARMACIST AVAILABLE FOR ANY 
MEDICAL ADVICE IN PRIVATE 

CONSULTATION ROOM. 

Open Monday to Friday 9am- 6pm. & Saturday lOam 
Spm. (emergencies also catered for) 
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No Gimmicks .... .Just Good Prices! 

Polish & Smokeless Coal -Brlquenes -Turf 
Bags ol Kindling· firewood · Hardwood 

Large & Small loads ol Sand & Gravel 
Bulk 1 ton and 1/2 ton Bags ol Firewood 

Bonles ol Gas · 5 Gallon Drums of Kerosene 
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Nineteen couples to take pa•·t in Strictly Care to 
Dance charity night. 
IF THE launch of Strictly Care to Dance is anything to go 
by the main event on November 28th 2015 in the South 
Court Hotel will have the audience giving tens all round. 

Based on the BBC1 show, 38 men and women got a taste of 
their surroundings on Saturday evening. Tite !>airs · 
including well known faces like GAA stars Shane Dowling 
and Katie Campbell • were matched up for the first time. 
As the crowd clapped to the beat of the music the males 
strode across the room, roses in hand, for their dancing 
partners. They will be judged by an all-star line·UJ> of TJ 
Ryan, Celia Holman Lee, Leanne Moore and Richard 
Lynch. 

The night is the brainchild of Pallas)lreen's Ger O'Connell. 
It was inspired by his late brother Matt who lost his life to 
cancer in November 2014. 

··we saw first-hand tl1e ht\l'(l wo1·k and dedication of each 
member of staff in Milford Care Ccnh·e wh~n they looked 
after Matt. Strictly Cm·e to Dance is to give something back 
to these special people as a thank you to them for all they 
did for Matt in the final weeks of his life," said Ger. 

As Matt was a superb dancer and teacher the ''Stl'ictly" 
event was the perfect fit. All the dances wi II be based on 
songs from well-known movies. It will be a brave couple 
who take on the famous scene from Dirty Dancing! 

All the proceeds will be divided between Milford Care 
Centre, Ctiona's Foundation and the baby Michael Butler 
Trust Fund. 
"Representatives from the three beneficiaries will be 
dancing wbich is fantastic. There will be all sorts of twists, 
tangos, slow/ fast waltzes, quick steps and maybe a side-
step from Shane Dowling! Liam Aherne from limerick's 
Live 95Fm will hope his feet to do the talking. 

credit must go to Ger and his eight-strong committee. 

"They are working voluntarily on our behalf and we are 
delighted to be associated 'vith these very, very worthy 
causes. It is going to be a very successful event and I ,,rish 
the participants the very best of luck in their endeavours," 
said John. 

Suzie O'Kelly, one of the committee members, said when 
they were approached by Ger last March they said yes 
straight away. 

"We looked at Matt's life, what he loved and it was quite 
easy - dancing. He taught so many to dance so this is a 
tribute to him, "said Susie, who thanked the 38 for kindly 
gi\~ng up their time. 

Gerald Mitchell, deputy mayor, asked people to come out 
in large numbers to suppott these three charities. 

"I'm sure it will be a night to behold, • said Cllr Mitchell. 

fittingly, the last song at the launch played by Mat'lin 
Cosgrave, MC, was Shut up and Dance With Me. 

Strutting their sStuff on the dance floor arc; Paddy 
Kennedy & Mary Cosgrave, J oan McCarthy & La rry Ryan, 
Get· O'Connell & Siobhan O'Kelly, Shane Dowling & Katie 
Campbell, Liam Aherne &Tracy Barron, Michael Butler & 
Christine Ronan, Ciara Morgan & Ollie Ryan, J ohn Dillon 
& Audrey Horan, Darragh Fanning & Eadaoin O'Connell, 
Martin Hartnett & Rachel Leahy, John Butler & Annette 
Stokes, Jan Horgan & Bridget Lambert, Michael Ryan & 
Jennifer Platt, Bill O'Connell & Teresa Harding, Dermot 
O'Dwyer & Sinead Ryan, Phil Regan & Grainne Hayes, 
Michael O'Donoghue & Majella Diggins, John Greene & 
Breda McGuinness, Joe Franklin & Geraldine McNamara. 

Don al O'Regan 
Linlet·ick Leader 

"Forn1er !FA president John Dillon, famous for ST. AILBES 
the tractorcade during his presidency, ,,rill hope C:.EDIT UNioN LTD. 

his slogan of Dillon Delivers" will work on Lhe 
night. Bingo caller Larry Ryan, from Oola, will be 
hoping the judges call out the right numbers for 
him. There are a lot of local and county 
personalities taking part, teache•-s, nurses, shop 
owners, farmers, publicans and even an 
undertaker, "said Ger. 

Over the nex't ten weeks the contestants will be 
put through their paces by cho•·eographers Richie 
Harty, Joe Hayes, Patricia McNamar·a and Mat')' 
O'Neill . The experience of the dancers 1·angcs 
from beginners to a good standard. 

Their fi rst two-hour session took place on 
Monday night in Pallasgreen and this ,,rill be 
repeated twice weekly. 

The event is being run in association with St 
Ailbcs Credit Union. Joh n O'Connor said gt·eat 

Pictw·ecl at tile launch of Strictly Cm·e to Dance: L-R:Deputy Mayor· Get· 
Mitchell, Dara Fraher·, Pat O'Toole, Susie O'Kelly, Ger· O'Connell, Mal'ic 

Keating, ,Jolm O'Connor all(/ Catherine Power'. 
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Strictly Cm·e To Dance CommiNee 
from L/ R: 
Mm·tin Cosgrave, Mike O'Riordan, 
Mmy Cosgrave, Dora fl·aher, 
Sinead Ryan. Susie O'Kelly, Ger 
O'Connell. 
Missing from photo: Bernie 
O'Sttiliuan, Gminne O'Suliiucm. 

Below left: Ali in a Tango; Richie 
Harty <mel Mary O'Neill 
clisplayir1g their talents. 

Below r-ight: Ciloreogr·aphers of 
Strictly Car·e To Dance; ft-om Left; 
Mary O'Neill. Richie Harty, Patsy 
McNamam Mann. 

WIDDESS FITZGIBBON PHARMACY LTD. 
Estd. 1904 

55 Roches Street, Limerick Tel. 061414061 

Opening Hours: 8.30am to 6.00pm Monday to Friday 
8.30am to 5.30pm on Saturdays 

e For all your prescription needs 
e Full range of both large and small animal remedies 
e Delivery service available when required 

w iddessfitzgibbon .com www .facebook .com I wid dessfi tzgibbon 
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John Dillon cmcl Swncmtha Wclfslt 

Karen and Cer Ryan, Shandongain, Pallasgreen 

Cr~""· 20 15 

Tony O'Brien (Kilduff) and Julianne llyan (Cionteen, Cappamm-e). 

The 'Garrydoolis Gals' U14 singing group 
that repr·esented Cowrty Limel'ick in the 
HSe CommunihJ Games National Finals 

'----'"--..... --'--' in Athlone in August 2015. 

Page 11 

I 



Chr·istmas Fair: Santa 011 hi~ way to Pallasgr·een 
Community Centr·e. 

Irish Ctncer Soctt't y 

"""c.rn .. loticty 

2015 Daffodil Day ruised €3,100.oo 
Mair·ead Cor·bett, Saoirsc Corbett and Mike O'Donoyhue. 

The 2015 "Tour de Pallas" 

Sallto Cll'l'iues. 

Tea Ltulies at Christmas Foil·. 
L/R M<~ry Weather·head, Mary Dillon, Bre<lcr J)(lcr·c, /Jrcda 

O'Dwyer and Margaret Ryan. 
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Br·ee O'Dwyer (Barna N.S.) 
!St Prize in St Ailbes Cr-edit Union Art 

Competition. 
The theme this yoor was "Happiness Is" 

1 
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Laurich of tile Gn'<l11 in Power··s Pub- December 2014 
l-eft to Right: John O'Connor, Licrm Irwin, Siobllan English, Ger O'Connell. 

Low·des 
2015: Sean 
& Maireod 
O'Conuor 
inf1'0nt of 
rosm·y 
b"sicila 

Mona O'Brien r·eceiuing the Bene Mer·enti Medel/ 
from Co non McNamara and N·. Ke11nedy. 111is is 

the highest hOllOW' awarded by the Pope to lay 
people ill recognition of their· long and exceptional 
service to the church. It was awarded to Mona for· 

her faithful and loyal servie<! to the Ccllholic 
Church through the Legion of Mary, Pioneer 

Association, Choir, Lin.rgy, work with St. Joseph$ 
Young Priests Society and her inspiring tuOrk 

with young people. 

Jm1e Deer·e, Mar·y CosgraL-e and Mary 
Moor·e enjoyi11g the hot day. 

Mm·y McMc1hon carrying one of the 
Coshel & Emly Flags. 
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Selin O'Connor re(lc/ing at 
peniteniol sen;ice 



Mary & John O'Connor Moymore, pictured with Brendan 
Bowyer at Reeling back the Showband yeo•·s in Cappa more. 

Limerick's AII·Treland U21 Hurling Sl<lr Darragh O'Danooon 
uJith supporters from Pai/Cts and Oola in Semple Staclium 

after winning the final- 12th Ses>tembcr 2015. 

PP O'Sullivan, Pat Cronin and Joanne BeanJ at the ChrismlCis Fair in Pallasgreen FAs Workers in New Pallas pascfor 
onn Sunday 7th December 2014. pltotograph · September 2015 

Mattie Ryan (Oola) cmd Damien Wallc•cc. 

O'DWYER OIL 
Old Pallas, Co. Limerick. 

HEATING OILS - ROAD DIESEL - AGRI DIESEL PETROL 
LUBE OILS 

- CALOR GAS - BORD NA MONA BRIQUETTES - COAL -

Phone: 061-384115 061-384396 
Mobile: 087-2525341 087-2739219 087-6978404 
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T ile Pallas U:ll Football Team a.flc•·winnin(/ tlu:! ~014 east Limcr·ick Champiansllip.final against Ctlj}/)CIIIlOI'C 0 11 

$n/1,.doy 2C)IIt November 2014 in Boher 
/lack r-ow- L to R: Darr'!ln Roche, Slwrw Murphy, Mark PitzGer·ald, Philip Roche, Dan·en Cosgr-ave, Clwisrian O'Dwyer, John 

/lyon, Kevin Mc-Mc>lron, Dion Wallace, Ryan Deere 
Joi·onl r·ow- L toR: G~ar-an llycm. A/au 0:JSIJI'CIVC, Colin llyan, Mickey Gammell (Copt.), Br·ian McCar·tiJY, Joe Keog/1, J)cuis 

O'Dea, tuke O'Dwyer·, Pa lloche. 

.llickey Gammell captain of the Pallasg>-een U~1 Football team 
is presented with the&!:« O:t/J by Hast Board Chairman Mr. 

Louis Quir*e. In the lxtckgrou>ul is Ned /Jreen. 

Tony Browne (Historian) ond Siobllan English (N. T.) lecturing 
to a group on Sarsfields Rock Bclllyneety on the day the 

Limerick City of Culture Mobile Pub visited Bolly neely on 6th 
August 2014. 

Tony Greene presenting a h-ophy to Willie 
S/umalwn Pallasgrean at the 2009 East 
Lime•·ick GAA Sports Star· Awards ceremony. 
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Kieran McMahon Welding 
Linfield, Pallasgreen, Co. Limerick. 

Tel. 061 384620 or 087 4176473 

- Gates - Railings - Doors - Garden Sheds -
- Farm Buildings - Feeding Barriers -

All types of steelwork 

PAllASGRE lYRE CE E 
& REPAIRS 

Wish a(( our Customers 
a Very rHayyy Christmas 

Tel.: o87-o668oo8 

English's Butchers 
Emly, Co. Tipperary 

Choice Beef & Lamb 
Homecured Bacon 

Deep Freeze Specialists 
Phone - 062-57124 
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Best Wishes to the Grean Magazine 
fi'om 

DROMKEEN 
STORES 

Convenience Store 
- Petrol - Lotto -

-Deli- Hot Food-
- Off Licence -
- Newsagent-

, 



Pallasgreen GAA 
Senior Club 
hy Brian Shananan (PRO) 

Senior Football: 
I'al lasgreen's thi rd season in the 
Senior Football championship saw 
them draw in Group 1 against 
rhampions Ballylanders, St. Patricks, 
l)romcollogher Broadford, Monaleen 
anti Sean Finn's. The team got off to a 
J;i'Cat start, beating champions 
llallylanders in Bruff on a score of 3-6 
to 1-6 back in April. Howeve1· that 
good start wasn't followed up on and 
losses to Rathkeale (by 2- n to o-n), 
Monaleen (1-13 to 1-5) and 
Dromcollogher Broadford (3-19 to 1· 
7) meant that Pallas needed a win in 
the final match agai nst St. Patrick's. 
With the referee abandoning tha t 
match in the dying moments, the 
county board awarded the game to 
1'11 lias green based on his report, 
1·nsurilrg that Pallasgreen stayed up 
this year without having to face a 
relegation play-off. 
In Lhe All-County league Pallas green 
had two wins against Oola (1-11 to 1-5) 
and Galbally (1-10 to o-5), and three 
losses against Ballysteen (0· 11 to 1-4), 
/\dare (2-16 to 2-13) and St Senan's 
(5-13 to 0-7), with the matches 
against Castlemahon and Mount· 
('ollins as yet unplayed to leave the 
team sitting in seventh place out of 
dght teams. As all games have not 
hcen completed, the position of the 
team has not been finalised as of time 
of writing. 
In the East championship Pallasg1·een 
exited the championship at the 
preliminary 1·ound stage by gh~ng a 
walkover to Oola. 

l'~emier Inte.·mediatc Hurling: 
After winning last years Intermediate 
championship, Pallasgreen played in 
the Premier Intermed iate grade for 
:!015, with all eight teams competing 
in one g1·oup. Similar to the football, 
the team had a great start beating 
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Ganyspillane by (2· 14 to 0-18).In the 
second round against Knockainey 
Pallasgreen lost by a single point (1-12 
to 2-8)by on a very bad night in 
Kilbreedy. This game was followed by 
a loss to Granagh Ballingal'ly ( 0-13 to 
0-10), and a draw with Bruree (Pallas 
0-19 to Bruree's 1-16). A single point 
loss to Monaleen (0-16 to 0 -15) meant 
that Pallas needed to win their last 
two games to guarantee safety, but 
despite some good battling tl1e team 
lost narrowly to Blackl'ock by (2-16 to 
2-14) and with results in the other 
games going against them both 
Dromin Athlacca and Pallas were 
down before their final round match 
against each othe1·, which Dromin 
Athlacca won by 6-9 to 1-9. 
In the All County league Pallasgreen 
won against St Kierans (3-18 to 3-11), 
drew with Dromin Athlacca (2-15 to 
Pallas against 3-12 to Dromin 
Athlacca) and lost to Mungret (2-15 to 
1-20), Glenroe (1-14 to 1-11), Bruree 
(3-16 to 1-6) and Knockaderry (1-17 to 
1-16). 
For 2015 Pallasgreen entered the East 
Senior Hurling Championship. The 
fi rst round saw Pallas play South 
Liberties, who won in a well contested 
game by 2-13 to 1-13. This left Pallas 
play in the cup semi-final against 
Ahane, where an under strength 
Pallas team lost by a single point on a 
score of 1-16 to 2-12. 

Junio•· A football: 
In the Junior A football league 
Pallasgreen had wins against Kilteely 
Dromkeen (1-6 to o-6), Knockane (2-
14 to 3-2), Cappamore (3-13 to 1-3), 
Fedamore (1·7 to 1-2) and Ahane (4-
17 to 0-5), and losing to South 
Liberties by 3-12 to 1-3 and 
Ballybricken Bohermore (2-7 to 1-7). 
The final was against South Liberties, 
where Palls won by a score of 5-10 to 
1-10, recapturing the league title the 
team had surrendered in 2014 at the 
same stage. In the county semi final 
Pallas faced Kildimo Pallaskenry, who 
won eventually on a score of o-14 to 1-
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In the championship Pallasgreen lost 
to Kj]teely Dromkeen (1-15 to 1-5) and 
Ahane (1-9 to o-6), before wins 
against South liberties (walkover) and 
Munoe Boher (1-10 to 0-7) saw them 
advance to a semi-final against 
Ahane. Unlike the league match 
Pallasgreen were more than able to 
contest the game with their 
opponents and won on a score of 3-10 
to 3-7 setting up an East final match 
against Kilteely Dromkeen, which has 
yet to be played. Due to the delay in 
playing the East final, Pallasgreen 
faced City champions Kildimo 
Pallasken ry in the County quarter 
fi nal, and their interest in the 
championship was ended on a score 
of 2-14 to o-6. 

Junior B Hu..Jing: 
Pallasgreen stepped up to Junior A 
ranks for the burling league, which 
was played jointly with tlte South 
division. PaJJas won against Bruff (1· 
17 to 1-7), d rew with Kilmallock 
(Pallas 2-8 Kilmallock 1-n) and lost 
to All<me (1-18 to 2-7), Doon (o-18 to 
1-6) and Staker WaUace (3-15 to 1-10), 
leaving them out of the running for 
League final spots. 
In the championship, Pallasgreen 
topped their group with a win against 
South Liberties (4-17 to 2-7), 
awalkover from Knockane and a d1·a w 
with tviurroe Boher (Pallas 1-8 to 
Mu rroe's o-n). ln the semi-final they 
faced Cappamore where a 1-13 to 1-8 
victoty saw the team progress to the 
final where they again faced Doon, 
their opponents of the last few years 
at this stage. Pallas ended up the 
victors by a score of 1-13 to 0-14, 
capturing the t itle in strong style. In 
the county quarter final Pallasgreen 
faced Monaleen, where they lost on a 
score of (2-10 to 1-7). 
Pallasgreen also competed in the East 
Intermediate championship, with a 
team drawn from a mixtu re of Junior 
and Intermediate players. In the 
round robin they lost to Caherline 



(0-19 to 1-14) and Cappamorc (2-15 to 
1-14) and won by walkover against 
Kilteely Dromkeen. 
The Brian Butler Cup saw Pallasgreen 
knocked out in the quarter final 
against Doon by a single point on a 
score of 1-8 to 1-'J. 

Under 21: 

In the U-21 hurling we played in the 
East cban1pionship. Pallas won 
against Cappamore (3-11 to 1-13) and 
lost to St Kevins (2-17 to 2-14) and 
Murroe Boher (2-14 to 0-9). Due to 
scheduling issues the East B final 
against Cappamore has not yet been 
played. In the County championship 
Pallas faced Ki ldimo Pallaskemy in 
the semi final, winning by 3-16 to 1-11. 
And on 21st April last Pallas faced 
KilacoUa Gaels in the County B final, 
winning mag!lificiently on a score of 
6-16 to 0-12 to bring home the club's 
first county silverware of the year. 
As of the tinle of writing there have 
been no games played in the U-21 
football championship. 

Minm·s: 
Pallasgreen played in the Minor 
Premier Hurling championship for 
2015. What turned out to be a very 
young team for the year were not able 
to win any of their games, losing to 
Doon, Adare, Mungret and Na 
Piarsiagh in the Round Robin stages. 
In the East Minor Football, 
Pallasgreen had wins against 
BaUybricken Bohermore (o-u to 2-4), 
Cappamore and Murroe Boher (both 
walkovers) and didn't complete their 
last game against Oola as both teantS 
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had qualified for the A final. In the A 
final Oola won on a score of s-8 to 1· 
9. meaning Pallasgreen dropped 
down to the B final where they faced 
Ballybricken Bohermore losing to 
their opponents by 2-9 to 1-7. 
Congratulations to all om players who 
represented county teams during the 
year: Colin Ryan Malachy, who won 
an All Ireland II urling medal at 
comer forward for the Limerick U-21 
team, and also represented Limerick 
at Intermediate grade, Robert 
O'Donnell who also represented 
Limerick in Intermediate hu rli ng, 
Kevin Barry, Tony McMahon Jr and 
Brian Fanning who represented 
Limeri ck in Junior Football , with 
Brian Fanning also being part of the 
Limerick Senior Football Panel. At 
Juvenile level Aaron Greene, Aidan 
McNamara and Conor Linnane 
represented Limerick at u-13 hurling, 
Kyra n O'Donnell at u-14 and Colm 
Cosgrave at u-15. 
Cong1·atulations to our Juvenile club 
and the three local schools for the 
success they have had over the year. 
Thanks to all the coaches and teachers 
who worked very hard over the year 
with the youth to nurture our games 
in the parish. 
A special thanks 

club during her successful Mayoral 
election campaign in July and August. 
The funds she raised have been very 
helpful in aiding the clubs ongoing 
development of its playing facilities. 
The club would also like to thank G&D 
Tyres and Whelan's Chase1· Ba1· and 
Restaurant two loca l businesses who 
generously sponsored a set of jerseys 
each for use by tl1e senior club. 
Our club lotto remains the most 
important source of income, and is 
vi tal to the continued nmning of the 
club. Any help with the <.-ontinued 
success of the lotto would be greatly 
app1·eciated. 
I would li ke to thank ou1· sponsors for 
their continued support or the club 
and would encourage all members to 
support them whenever possible. 
The club ex1ends its condolences to all 
who suffered bereavements over the 
year. 
Finally I would like to thank all who 
helped out the club during the year, 
volu nteers, club membc,·s, trainers, 
sponsors and those who supported 
the teams at aU om games. 
We wish everybody a happy and 
I>eaceful Christmas and a prosperous 
2016. 

is extended to 
Laura Ileelan 
from all 
members of 

Callanan's 
Pallasgrccn GAA 
club for the effort 
she made in 
ra1smg over 
C17,000 for the 

The Cross, Emly, Co. Tippcraa·y. 

Phone - 062-57128 

Groceries 
Petrol Diesel Gas & Solid Fuel 

Animal Feed Cattle Sheep & Horse 
General Hardware & Giftware 

Free Delivery 

Open: Mon-Sat 7 .30am-8.30pm 
& Sun 7.30am-lpm 

Colin Ryan (M) pich1red holding the All-Ireland U21 Trophy 
after limerick's win ouer· Wexford in September 2015, with 

Pallasgrecn GAA supporters. 

Callanan-'s - Your One Stop Shop 
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Pallasgreen Juvenile 
G.A.A. Club 

:!U 15 was yet another very busy year 
for Pallasgrccn .Juvenile G.A.A. Club. 
We have 148 registered Juvenile 
members. This year the coaches at 
va rious levels worked to develop 
players' hurling and football skills and 
team work. 
The .Juvenile club continues to make a 
va luable contribution to the local 
nommunity. We have growing 
numbers of both boys and girls from 
particularly at the younger age levels. 
Children can become members as 
young as 4 or 5- New members are 
:~lways welcome. F'or the last 2 years, 
w.: have organised an 'Open-day 
,;cssion' so that new members can get 
a sense of what the training involves. 
While the season has ended, we will 
o·(•sume tra ining ea rly in the new year 
and would welcome new members, 
toaches, committee members and 
hclt> of any kind. 

Under 6 - H ) 

Our Under 10, Under 8 and Under 6 
tt•ams of both girls and boys played a 
total of 35 hurling and football Blit:7.es 
in the 2015 season. As well as 
Jlarticipating in Regional blitzes, we 
worked with local clubs such as Doon, 
Oula, Caherline, Kilteely-Dromkeen, 
llospital, Cappawhite, Murroe-Boher 
and Bruff to organise additional 
blitzes. Throughout the year, we have 
had consistently big numbers at the 
ll'ltining sessions f1·om February to the 
(•nd of October, every Wednesday 
,•vcning ( llurling) and Sunday 
morning (Football). The results of this 
weekly dedication was evident in the 
blitzes, where our players were 
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competitive and demonstrated high 
levels of skill as well as good 
sportsmanship. 

Under 12 - 16 

All in all we competed in 59 underage 
matches between the ages of Under 12 
and Under 16 in both hurling and 
football. 
0 lll' Under 12 team had a very busy 
yea1· and played a total of 18 hurling 
and football matches. These games 
culminated in us qualifying for the 
finals day in Rathkcale and UL. These 
players made great stoides over the 
season and demons! rated a strong 
commitment to training. This 
resulted in skill le"els improving 
dramatically over the season. 
As a small club, our Under 14 team 
this year played 10 hurling matches 
and 10 football matches. While 
extremely you ng, these players 
showed good commitment, discipline 
and spirit in each of their matches. 
This year afteo· 2 years of success, the 
numbers for our Under 16 panel were 
extremely tight and generally relied 
on ou1· Under 14 playe1·s to field a 
team. This made competing against 
teams on the age extremely 
challenging. All players who partook 
showed dedication on the field of 
play. 

County Representation 
A number of Pallasgreen Juvenile 
GAA playeo·s have represented tbe 
club at various age groups and 
competitions over the season. We 
would like to congratulate Kyran 
O'Donnel l who capta ined the 
Limerick U14 llurling Team in the 
Tony F'oro·istal Tournament in 
Waterford. We would also like to 
congratu late Callum Cosgrave for 
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representing his club on the Limerick 
Uts Hurling Team. While Sarah 
Phelan, Sarah Dillon, Fiona Keogh, 
Ciara McNamara & Caoimhe Butler 
represented their club on the 
Limerick Uu Football Team, Conor 
Linnane, Timmy Dillon, Aine Looby, 
Sophie Roche & Cliodhna Ryan 
represented their Schools on the 
County and divisional Primary 
School Teams. 

Girls Gae lic Football 
This year l'allasgreen Juvenile GAA 
Club hosted a very successful LGFA 
gaeliC4girls programme. The prog
ramme attracted 45 girls aged 8-12 
from Pallasgreen and the surrounding 
area and focused on fun and 
participation in Ladies Gaelic 
Football 111 a non-competitive 
environment. In June at the end of 
the programme the girls were 
presented with a gaeliC4girls jersey 
and certificate. 
Pallasgreen Ut2 girls gaelic footbaU 
team registered this year with the 
LGFA. The gil'ls registered for the 
team arc Leah Butler, Cliodhna Ryan, 
Caoimhe Outler, Ciara McNamara, 
Sarah Dillon, Aoife Fealy, Shauna 
Kelly, Ellie Phelan, Sophie Roche, 
Melanie O'Sullivan, Aine Looby, Lisa 
~1cGuinness, Shauna Kelly, Fiona 
Keogh, Sarah Phelan and Aoife 
Purcell, including UtO players Sinead 
McGuinness, Grace Leaden, Bree 
O'Dwyer and Jessica Gleeson. The 
team participnted in the U12 LGFA 
Spring and Autumn Leagues. 
Congratulations to the team and t11eir 
coaches on their well deserved and 
well earned win in Division 2 Cup 
Final match on 17 October at the 
Gaelic Grounds. The win brought the 
year of girls football to a fantastic end. 

Pallas Sarsjields U-12 Diu 2 
County Champions 2015 



For 2016 the Club looks forward to a 
successful future for ladies gaelic 
football with registration of girls 
teams for Uto, U12 and U14. Any girls 
from Pallasgreen and the surrounding 
areas who are interested in ladies 
gaelic football are welcome to join. 
Muny thanks to the parents and 
supporters and in particular to 
coaches who availed of coaching 
courses and completed First Aid 
training prior to the gaeliC4girls 
programme. 

UJO Boys 1/ur/ing 

U62015 

G4G Presentation 
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Sincere Thanks 
Like any voluntary organisation, it 
would not be possible for the club to 
function without the goodwill of so 
many people. Each age group has at 
least 3-4 coaches involved. We would 
like to thank all our coaches. We 
would also like to invite any new 
coaches to help in the coming yea•·. 
We would also like to thank 
committee members, parents, 
players, parishioners and senior club 
members who helped in so many ways 
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over the season. 
WiU1 limited opportunities for 
fundraising, we would like to thank 
those who sponsored the club at 
various stages over the season. 
Thanks also to all who supported our 
other fundraisers. 
We look forward to the coming season 
and the on-going support of boU1 
juvenile and senior club members, 
parents, businesses and parishioners. 

Cui Camp 2015 
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Sarsfields Pallasgreen 
Ladies Football Club 

The Sarsfields team was set up in 2012 as there was no 
team in any of the parishes of Pallasgreen, Kilteely, 
Knockanc and Dromkeen. Tite setting up of the team was 
a great initiative to get ladies from all areas to form a team 
and rediscover the talented footballers in the area. It is 
also great to meet new people from surrounding areas and 
bring together parishes to support one team. 
After having a great season last year, when our team 
reached the Limerick County No,~ce Final, expectations 
were high for the coming season. All the players trained 
~xtremely hard and during each game our panel of players 
);rcw in skill levels and indeed confidence, beating Groody 
Gaels and Galtee Gaels, while putting in great displays 
against St. Bridget's and Adat'C. All these t·esults led to 
Sarsfields Pallasgreen reaching the ,Junior B county final. 
sar'Sfields Pallasgreen is an up and coming team and next 
YC<ll' we hope to bu ild yet again on all the great work that 
·has been done to date. Well done to all the players, 
committee members and of cour·se managers (Mary 
Lonergan and Ger· O'Connell) on all the lum l work and 
ded ication that goes into trnini ng and developing our 
Indies football team. i\ special mention must be given to 
ou r fantastic mayoral candidate, Eimcar Laffan, who 
•·t•ised much needed fu nds for· ou•· cl ub and in doing so 

a: 51 Upper William Street, Limerick 
t: 061 446066 
t: 086 3393766 
e: helen@ mccauctioneers.com 

Residential and Commercial 
Property Sales, Lettings and 
Management. 

Results .focused with an expansive 
knowledge of property in the 
Limerick City and Cou11ty areas. 

made our team a closer network of members through her· 
infectious enthusiasm while plann ing such great events as 
our 'Fittest Family' event. 
Congratulations to the juvenile girls for winning their 
countv cup final. With both our junior team and u-12 girls 
both ~aking county finals our club footballing future is 
bright. 
We really did bave a great season this year and are not 
only looking forward to the return of our current members 
but are also anticipating seeing lots more new faces from 
all parishes involved next season. Training will start again 
early ne.~t year so get your boots on ladies. 

,.ree,.ops 
'Montessori 
Prescfioo( 

Barna, Pallasgreen, Co. Limer ick. 

OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

With a Learning through Play, Child 

centred environment 
Free ECCE Scheme Places available 

Limited places available for September 2015 

Please contact Tracy on 
086-8718028 
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Pallasgreen Community Council 
A Message from the Trustees 

The Trustees of Pallasgreen Community Council intend to 
resign their positions in the near future. The absence of 
trustees would have serious implications for all activities 
under the aegis of the Community Council. The Trustees 
wish to avoid any disruption to those activities. Towards 
this end, the Trustees intend to arrange an E.G.M. as soon 
as is conven ient and it will be advertised in due course. 

It was never envisaged or intended that the Trustees would 
be burdened with the nmning of the business of the 
Community Council \\~thout a standing committee, over 
the past two decades. This happened because no person 
was willing to take officer and committee positions when 
existing personnel were stepping down, despite repeated 
attempts to fill those positions. As a result there bas been 
no fundr·aising to supplement the running of the 
community centre over this r>eriod causing a deficit. Since 
then, the shortfall between income and expenditure has 
been met by the proceeds from the sale of the credit union 
site. 

It is well past time that the local community would take 
ownership and responsibility for the Community Centre 
and the several assets which the trustees hold in trust for 
the community. It is encouraging to note that we have had 
discussions recently Mth people interested in tal6ng up 
tile challenge and perhaps form ing a different 
organisation. From the Trustees and legal point of view the 
smoothest transition to a new regime is the election of a 
new Community Council which would then appoint new 
Trustees. A democratically elected Council with its 
Trustees would be best positioned to decide what form of 
organisation is best suited to fmther the development of a 
rural community. lt is evident that the Community 
Council is the only local organisation, which qualifies to 

draw down loans or development funds available for 
development p1·ojects. The Community Council also has 
impressive track record in local development. 

In the view of the Trustees we need a democratically 
elected, broadly based and broadly focused organisation 
constituted and equipped to benefit from the financial 
support available. There arc significant liquid assets on 
hand, some of which is insurnnce money for r·oof repairs to 
the Community Centre. The other money on deposit 
should be largely ring fenced for the upkeep of the 
community centre until sustainability bas been achieved. 
While exclud ing the genuine people we have had 
discussions with, and not implying ulterior· motives to 
them, we would sound a note of caution . 

In an open meeting where elections take place you do not 
always end up with the best outcome. It is in the hands of 
the local community and organisations, which should be 
represented in any Community Council to ensure that the 
liquid assets involved do not fall into irresponsible hands. 
Whatever committee or organ isation is formed must have 
the upkeep of the community centre as a priority. While it 
is obviously a matter for a new regime there is a need for a 
management subcommittee with a degree of autonomy to 
manage the centre in a manner which utilizes the 
resources to become self-financing. This would free up the 
main organisat ion for the important work of local 
development. A financial statement will be avai lable a t the 
E.G.M. 

Signed: 
Cornelius O'Dwy er 
Harry Ken neely 
John O'Cmmo1· 

john O'Xee e 
Precast Concrete Products 

Concrete 'Fencin3, Pavina S{a6s &'Sets, Si{{s, LinteCs, Wa{{ &'Pier 
Cays ('Decorative &' PLain), X er6s, 'F(ower Pots &' Ornaments 

Coologue, Old Pallas, Co. Limerick. 

Tel. 061 384394 or 087 9602529 www.okeeffeprecastconcrete.ie 
Find us on 
Face book 
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Knockane GAA Club 

In a rapidly changing Age, where many People's lives are 
nnw directed by digital stimulus and individual's interests 
art• dri••cn by instant gratification requirements, Sporting 
& Social Clubs up and down the Country arc fighting 
ll ~"•'rtlcr and greate1· challenges to attract Members and 
Vol unteers who are happy to give up their recreation time, 
to join with others for a common Goa l. This Club Goal 
whid1 seeks to place all Members with an equal share of 
"'hll', is a goal built in the ·real World' that puts the 
)\n'alcsl importance on developing Your region and YoUT 
lot•al skills base. No matter what activity You r Club 
ru·mnntes, it should be focused on bettering Your People 
and Place. We in Knockane GAA Club a1·e very content 
lh;tl our aims and motivations are honorable, 
unwmplicated goals, that will benefit all our Members and 
' "!>POrters through SJ)Orting achievement, a health ier 
l<lt•slyle and possibly even more imp01tant, by building a 
human network, where everybody can feel a greater sense 
of <·ommunity and a sll·onger bond of partnersh ip. 
llul, for this to happen and for our Club to thrive and grow, 
'"' need a Yearly transfusion of new People into our 
Ot)liUlisation. We re<Ju ire indi1~duals who j ust by their 
l ~~"l'Sl'nce or through their actions will generate ideas 
1ow:11·ds ou1· future development, we want them to 
<'llll}(>wcr our Spotts Teams, we wish for tl1em to reinforce 
um· Volunteer team or often we find that by their moral 
"'ill>ort alone, they add much to our sense of being pmt of 
" uwvement that is making a difference in the Community, 
lhat is achieving . New Members wilh positive motives, 
~t·iuvigorate all Organisa tions and ours is no different. 
'l'his Year, we are satisfied that we have had an injection of 
t·ulhusiastic People and support that has propelled us 
lnmard. We have got a lot of good People involved who 
"""'assisted us in many ways. But unfortunately, we don't 
'""' that this progress is as fast as we would like, we are 
lllll<"l' ambitious than that. We want to sec faste1· 
<l<'l'l'lopment of our training pitches and community 
litl'ilities, we want greater success for our Teams, we have 
.111 appetite for greatness. So, for next Year, we are hoping 
"' •·ccruit many new People. We have always welcomed 
<H'W Members, but now we are extending a stronger invite. 
Wl' wa nt You to be part of our fam ily ethos, we want to 
tlt·vclop all our resources, so that the Club stands out in the 
nnnmunity as an icon of significance. That what we do, 
hils meaning and importance. We want to make a greater 
<'<>ntribution on every level. 
Tu see the direction we are going in, I would like to address 
1 his Year's m.ilestones, I would like to highl igbt our Team's 
.n>d Committee's achievements this Year, as well as those 
<>f our Supporters, especially our generous financial 
"'Jlporters. 
Wt• arc very fortunate to have put together an experienced 
nud enthusiastic group of Players, who are will ing to wo•·k 
••·a lly hard on behalf of the Club. Certainly, th is Ye:u· t he 
l'anel came together and put in a phenomenal eff01t, from 
Ft·hruary to September they met on countless occasions 
"<lh the single aim of improving their o»n and the team·s 
JH'rformancc, they were very professional in both their 

Work ethic and communication. And under Trainer 
Tommy Flynn and his ~elector Peter Commons their 
training nnd challenge matches were always innovative, 
modern and designed to get the best out of Players. And 
this work was so nearl)• rewarded when the Team reached 
and narrowly lost the League Final to eventual County 
Champions Ballybricken. On the Night, the team, (short of 
a few regulars) put in a perto tm ance of commitment, skill 
and bel ief t hat had them playing above the stun of their 
pa1ts. I lad they just been more assured with lheiT kicking, 
they would easily have overturned the two point losing 
margin. 
In the Championship, they never reached this high level, 
as the problem of recuning injuries in a small Panel, took 
its toll and therein lies our biggest need, the need for 
volume! Due to the un\\~ll ingness of many, many larger 
Clubs to compete at a higher levei,Junior B football in 
Limerick is finding a large increase in teams dropping 
down the ranks and with this comes an increase in the 
quality of opposition. So, without a hu·ge Panel in a Club , 
fi lled with Youth, no ma tter bow determined Your Players 
are ,it requires extraord inary commitment and a large 
portion of luck to progress. That is not to fault any player 
or Mentor on our Panel, but we need to increase the 
number of Players, we have registered and pla~ng, to help 
provide stiffer competition in training and more cover fo1· 
every team position. It is a hope and a determination that 
we will bring 1\~th us into 2016. 

The E.xecutive of the Club, were also busy with fund raising 
proposals, as well as longer term strategies to improve our 
new facilities. And under the leadership of Chairman 
Denis O'Sullivan these goals, particuludy in fundraising 
were successfully worked on. As well as, our participation 
in the Limerick Development Draw and ou r Weekly Lotto, 
(which is so kindly assisted by Sales to 'Supporters'), we 
had a group Fund raiser again this Year, in the form of a 
Hike to Gal tee Mor. 
Congratu lations and thanks to the vohmtec1·s who climbed 
the famous Galtee mountain back in August on behalf of 
Knockane GAA club. Many men and women took part in 
this sponsored hike and with some doing it for the first 
time, there was a great sense of achievement for them on 
completion. Thanks also to Stephen Ryan and his liunily 
for graciously hosting us at their great facilities in King's 
Yard, eve•) •one enjoyed their generous hospitality and 
wish them continued success. 
Another one of our aims at the beginning of the Year, is 
progt·essing well and this is our ambitious field 
development plans.Way back in March we held a Cake 
Sale and information morning, where we invited all the 
community to come along and see our plans or offer ideas 
on what they would like to see in the development. We 
were seeking assistance to help plan the next steps and 
how we can best manage the scope of this programme and 
we got some valuable input from local stakeholders. We 
hope to see more progress on this before the end of the 
Year. 
Related to this, is our rural development programme, 
where we are hoping to utilise some of our lands for 
natural community amenities and also for sustainuble 
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horticultural projects. Very ably managed by Jack Ryan, 
we have already had a beautiful pathway and gardens 
created and now we are also seeing many areas planted 
with beautiful trees and sh rubs. Overall, the 
improvements that a•·e on display are adding an appeal, 
that will draw People, who can walk th rough its wide 
expanse or just spend time enjoying the landscaping. 
The Club has also just hosted a poignant tribute Night for 
our President Michael Breen, when we proudly made a 
presentation to him in recognition of his long Years of 
service. lt was a small gesture to acknowledge his lifetime 
of Work and was suitably chosen to mark his relocation 
from the Parish. The Night itself was a very enjoyable 

many good people appeared at the Pitch, eager to help or 
offer moral support. TI1is backing was very heartening for 
aU concerned, "~th the Club. To be able to feel, how highly 
respected we arc, and how offended so many from outside 
our Club, were, on our behalf, was remarkably 
encouraging. 
For the help that people offered then and for all the 
assistance that so many people offer us daily, weekly and 
yearly, the Executive of the Club are truly appreciative. So, 
our sincere thanks for Your kindness in the past and we 
look fonvard to Your continued enjoyment of our Club in 
the future. Wishing a happy New Year to all ! 

occasion, with many of his peers as well as a great number Mile bulochas daoibh go leir! 
of our current members attending. We wish him and his Cumann Cnocan C.L.G. 
Wife, many Years of health and -...--: 
happiness in their new llome. 
Finally, our Club was bitterly 
disappointed to see the 
needless vandalism perpetrated 
on our Football pitch back in 
May. Although malicious in 
intent, it ultimately resulted in 
many positives for the Club. As, 
the outpouring of goodwill in 
the following days and the 
amount of help offered and 
delivered was breath taking. So Krwcka11e Football Team after wirming the /Jouliftan Cup-20.15 

YOUR LOCAL BUS SERVICES 

LIMERICK CITY onty€5 Tuesdays & Saturdays 

PARKWAY SC onty€5 Fridays 

DUNDRUM TC onty€20 Monthly 

KellyTravel.ie 061 384422 

nklin D.S. 
WATER PUMPING, 
FILTRATION & 
TREATMENT SYSTEMS 

Contact: 
MICHAEL FRANKLIN 

FARM EQUIPMENT 

Dromlara, Pallasgreen, Co. Limerick. TeL 061 384142 or 087 2597574 
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Pallas United Soccer 
Club 
('UUI Jlilcd hy N<ml Stokes 
H<·ct·chu·y 

:IIH!i has been a fantastic year for 
t>nllns United Soccer Club as it saw 
the l!rccting of business signs on the 
lll'W pitch, and the official opening of 
ill<" new pitch. 

Uus inl!ss Signs 
In November 2014 the club gave the 
opportunity to local businesses to 
••reel business signs on the new pitch 
und it was agreed that they would he 
t•rcctcd for the official opening. 
Twenty seven businesses came on 
hou I"< I a ncl the signs were ordered and 
tlt·livcred and were erected the end of 
Fdmmry. These were a magnificent 
Hlf.lhl to see and people from fa1· and 
lit' I I r came to see them. We thanks all 
1 ho~c business for availing of this 
Clj)JIOI'tUnity. 

The Official Opening of the Field 
' l"ht· official opening of the new 
.lt•vt•loped soccer pitch was set for 7th 
Murch 2015. Activities were to start at 
ll>.:soam with an Under 10 League 
n1n1ch against our neighbours 
l'11ppamore Celtic, following this 
nmtch at 12.JOpm the Pallas United 
.l uuicH' Team was playing Fait"View 
Rn ngers in a friendly. The official 
opt•u ing was to be performed by John 
Delaney the FA! Chief Executive at 
~· tH11. Fr . Pat Burns will bless the 
pitrh prior to this opening and the 
·whool children were to sing the 
Nn l ional Anthem. There were 
111"1 ivities for younger children in the 
IJ·aining pitch i.e. bouncy castle, face 
pni uting and more this should be a 
Juu clay for all the family. There was 
nl~o 1·efreshments to been served in 
iht· community centre. This was a day 
n lot of people had been waiting for, 
Nome almost thirty years. Work 
• tnrled on the pitch early that 
lllllnl ing with bouncy castles arriving 
"'ullinishing touches put to the pitch, 
there was great enthusiasm by 
t•veryone and there was a sea of blue 
1111<1 white flags and bunting blowing 
In the wind showing of the Club 
I'll lou rs. 
AI 10.3oam the crowds started 
urriving for the under 10 league match 

Crean , 2015 

between Pallas United and our 
neighbours Cappamore Celtic. This 
match kicked off at lO.Joam and d1·ew 
a great crowd, Pallas United won the 
match and when it was over the 
children made their way to the 
activities in the train pitch, during the 
match Giggles entertainment had 
arrived and were entertaining the 
younger children. 
Time move S\\~ftly and at 12pm the 
Fairview Rangers Team arrived in 
their gear ready to take on the mighty 
men from Pallas in a friendly. Theo 
the men from Pallas togged off and 
the junior match began and the crowd 
got bigger, representations were there 
from the l.DMC, the school boy's 
league and Munster League as well as 
Managers, referee's and team 
members from other clubs, founder 
members, and dignitaries. The MC 
for the day was Pat Cronin and he was 
awaiting to swing into his role., then 
the man everybody was waiting for 
arrived and began to mingle with the 
crowd. Fans young and old were 
rushing to have photos taken and 
autographs signed by this great man 
who had taken time out from his busy 
schedule to come to a in rural village 
in Co. Limerick to perform the official 
opening. Fr. Burns had arrived 
promptly in coat and cap and Martin 
Cosgrave was setting up the 
amplification. The junior match 
concluded and Fai1"View Rangers were 
winners. 
The blue and white satin ribbon was 
attached to either side of the gate bit a 
big bow in the centre ready for John 
Delaney to cut. The public gathered 
around and Fr. Burns preformed the 
blessing of the field, the children sang 
the National Anthem under 
leadership of their teachers, then the 
soccer committee gathered in front of 
tl1e ribbon beside John Delaney for 
the moment everyone had waited for 
the cutting of the ribbon to officially 
declare the field opened. After this 
event the children were presented 
with goody bags that were kindly 
sponsored by Phil O'Regan of Centra. 
Then Pat Cronin invited everybody to 
attend the Community Centre for 
refreshments, the sight in the 
community centre was phenomenal 
as it was awash ''~th jerseys hanging 
from the balcony from 1986 to 
present day jerseys. The cOJnmittee 
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took their place at the top table and 
proceedings began each person gave a 
few words and presentations were 
made on behalf of the club by John 
Delaney to Denny O'Connor and Mike 
Kelly for starting the club in 1986. 
Follow this and all speeches tea and 
sandwiches were enjoyed by all. So 
over all the official opening went well 
and was a credit to all involved. It was 
a fantastic day for young and you at 
heart and a g1·eat day for soccer in 
Pallasgreen. This was because of 
dedicated people to a dedicated sport. 
As always we would like to thank all 
our sponsors and anyone that helped 
in any way in making lhe field what it 
is today. This was a very nostalgic day 
for some of the parents of the under 
10's as some of them were the players 
from 1986 upwards. As a Club our aim 
is to have present club members, 
players and parents working together 
and by working together we can 
achieve our objectives. 
Junior Team 
Our Junior team got LLP and I"Uiming 
again in 2014 after a four year absence 
from junior soccer, with players old 
and new eager to show their skills on 
the new pitch the Season got off to a 
great start and it continued through 
the year, when it came to the squeaky 
bum time of the season in the league 
and cup the big squad we had paid off, 
we went on to ,.,;n the league and cup 
double not an easy feat by any means, 
the cup final in Jackman Park was a 
memorable night for om club and the 
big support we had in there was 
greatly appreciated, new season has 
kicked off just as good as last year 
with us sitting on top of the league 
again hopefully we will be bringing 
more silverware back to Pallas come 
May! ... Thanks to everybody that has 
came out to support us each weekend. 
The Junior Team are striving under 
the management of Damien Wallace 
and Gavin O'Carroll. Compiled by 
Eoin O'Connor 

Unde•· Age Teams 
The games are drawing big crowds to 
our home venue. We have teams from 
under 6's and Under 8's, UlO's, Uu's 
- boys and girls, competing in The 
Limerick County Schoolboy's League. 
Denny O'Connor and Denis O'Connor 
manage the U10's & Eoin O'Connor 
manages the Uu's Team. 



Congratulations to Zach Murphy 
Ryan and Tadgh Hourigan on making 
the county U11 panel. Wishing them 
both all the best from the Club. 

G 2015 

Presen tation of Awards: 
On the 17th July 2015 at an awards 
night in Sligo the FA! presented 
Denny O'Connor (present Chair·man) 
and Mike Kelly (Founder) "~th the 

"John Sherlock Service Football 
Award" for 2015. These were 
presented by John Delaney. The Club 
want to wish both men the best for the 
future. 

Mike Kelly and Denny O'Connor with their life long awards 
presented to them by John Delaney on behalf of the club for 

their life long dedication to the Club since 1986. 

Cappamore and Pallas United Under 10's who played before 
official opening q( field. 

The Under 10 team that played Cappa more be/ore the official 
opening on March 7th 2015 with their managers Denis and 

Ecin O'Conno1·. 

Left: Pictur·e of Denny O'Connor and Mike Kelly with Mm·tin 
O'Neill and John Delaney and Ann O'Connor taken ar a 
function in Sligo on Saturday 11th July 2015 where both men 
were awarded the "John Sherlock seruice to foot boll award" 
for their dedication to the club since t986. 
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I lml!'r I> and Under 8 Soccer Teams 2015 with Dec/an 
O'Connor· (Manager·), 22 October 20r5. 

Under 10's, 11'sand n's 2015 tuk~n witlr F.cin O'Connor·. 

For results- see a Solicitor 

RICHARD R. O'HANRAHAN 
Solicitors 

Limerick Law Chambers - Solicitors and Law Agents 
22. High Street. Limerick. 

Tel: (061) 41 1 2 11 Fax: (061) 411 2 11 email: limericklaw@gmail.com 

Conh1ct: 
Anne-Marie O' Hanrahan B.A Law & Ace., Dip. Comm.Law, Dip. Pty. Tax. Dip Civil Litigation. Solicitor. 

Scan C. O'Hanrahan L.L.B. L.L.M., Solicitor - Richard R. O'Hanrahan Trinily Dublin, Solicitor 
l't•rsonal Injuries Claims, Buying/Selling Property, Llmd Transfer & Rights of Ways, Wills & f11heritance, 

Employme11t Rights, Business & Family Law. 

PAUL RYAN WASTE 
COLLECTION 

House and Garage Clearance 
Earth & Household 

e White Goods 
e Bulky Furniture 
e Timber 
e Rubble 
e Garden Waste 

Permit No: WCP-LK- 11-570-02 

Fully Insured - Free Quotation 

Also Coal Delivery 
Tel. 086 847 4757 
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Best Wishes to Crean Magazine from 

POWER'S 
D.I.Y. 

John Street, Tipperary. 

Tel. 062 52599 



Pallasgreen Youth Club 

The PallasgreenYouth Club started its 2014 /2015 year on 
October 9th last year. This was the Clubs fifth consecutive 
year in existence and is affiliated with TRYS (Tipperary 
Regional Youth Service) who operate under the umbrella 
of Youth Work Ireland. The Club had thirty-one registct·ed 
members and ten leaders. 
The club is open to secondary school going teenagers of 
tbe locality and is held on Saturday nights from 7.30 to 
9.00 in tbe Community Center. On Club nights members 
can enjoy various a~'livities suclt as darts, pool, indoor 
hockey, badminton. The role of the club is to provide a safe 
environment to enjoy these activities, to meet and socialise 
with their friends and sometimes learn new skills along the 
way. 
This last year was as busy a year as pre,~ous yem·s. On the 
third week of tbe club's resta11 we headed to tbe cinema. 
As always the members get a choice in what they want to 
see and some watched Annabelle, some Maze runner and 
one unfortunate leader had to go to Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. 
November 1st saw the Youth Club bold its annual 
Halloween Disco for the young children of the parish. This 
is a popular event with the children and great credit goes 
to all the members who Ot'g<mise this. Well done to all 
children who dress up and really get into the spirit of the 
night. The Youth club would also like to thank both 
Thomas O'Connor and Brian O'Neill for the use of their 
equipment for this event. 
The annual Christmas trip saw the Club head to Corbally 
Go-Karting. This is a firm favourite with our members 
especially as this is one of longest indoor go kart ing 
facilities in tbe country. II doesn't take our guys long to get 
to grips "~th this u·ack and the racing is fast and furious. 
Thankfully the marshals weren't called out too often. We 
then followed the go-karting with ice-skating at Arthur's 
Quay. We finished off our Xmas trip '~tb a meal at the z
We-Ton. 
After the Christmas break the Youtb club held a table quiz 
in O'Owyers. 1bank you to all who attended on the night 
and a massive thanks to those who sponsored spot prizes 
on the night. A special thanks to Dermot and Cora for their 
continued support of the Youth Club. 
On the 21st of Februaty the Youth Club went to the clogs!! 
The members were taken on a surprise tl'ip into the 
Greyhound track. Some of the members were quite lucky 
at picking winners while some of the dogs tbe leaders 
picked are still running. 
In April the Club took part in the TRYS soccer tournament 
in Tipp town. This competition invol"es youth clubs from 
Tipperary and East Limerick and one in whiclt the Club 
has been successful before. Unfortunately this time round 
we were beaten 1-0 in the final by Clonmore. 
Dming May the Club held its biggest fundraiser of the 
year. Initially scheduled to be held on the 10th but 
postponed due to the river flooding eventually soo 
hundred ducks raced down the Mulcair river on the 24th 
of May. This event took a massive effort from the club 
members to organL~e and great credit is due to all those 

2015 

members who rose to the task. Well done to the leaders 
who braved the cold river to round up the ducks. Thanks 
also to the Dillon family for tbeir help on the day. All at u«'" 

Youtb club would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who supported us in not only this fund raiser but . 
all fundraising that the Youth club does. The Youth cttlltl :l 

could not exist without you r continued support. 
you. 
In July the Club went on its annual end of year trip. In 
past few years the club has tended to go to Oakwood in 
Wales or Alton Towers in England. This year for a ch~lllg,ell 
we decided to stay in Ireland and headed for Balllyh~tssl 
Lakes Activity Center in Mallow. This trip was a hu1~el 
success and went dO\\'ll well with all members. On the r;..,,,l 
day all members took part in kayaking. Followed by sonn• 

members taking to the longest zip-line in the countTy 
the othet·s did t he Leap of Faith. After a very quiet ""'" '• 
camping and breakfast, those that did zip-lining then 
the Leap of Faith and vice versa. This was followed 
members being taught how to abseil down a quarry 1·1 •ce.J 
Finally the members went on tbe lake again for a spot 
Ringo rides. The members had to hang on like mad as 
lay flat on an inflated raft as an overhead cable ziP•Pe< 
tbem across tbe water. They enjoyed this immensely 
cajoled the operators to go faster and tty to and tip theml 
off the rafts. All in all, this trip went down very well wtt:llJI 

the club and is one that we "~11 consider doing again. 
Youth club restarted on the 26th of October this year. 
hope that the coming year will be as entertaining 
successful as previous years. I would like to thank all 
leaders for their continued hard work over the years . .,. ..... 
Youtb Club would also like to thank Anne O'(:On·nor, 
though not a leader, she is tbere every Saturday night 
help us out. 
Finally if you want any information on getting inV()lvE:dl 
contact the Youth mobile phone on 086 1215984. 
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Grean Churchyard 
Pallas green 
II~ 1 h<• Cumbined Residents Association 

In s,·ptcmher 2015 work began on the clean up the Church 
nl lrl'land graveyard in Pallasgreen; located directly 
hdtind Topaz Sen~cc Station and Centra shop, and 
parallel along side St Columba's graveyard. Combined 
nwmhcrs of the Resident's Association and with the help 
nl lot·al volunteers began the task of tackling the 
11\l'l"gr<>Wth. 
Tlw last burial took place in the 1980s and the old church 
""'demolished in the 1960s. Now that the heavy clearing 
has hccn done, the work carries on and the graveyard can 
nnw be maintained to the immaculate standards of the 
utlwr graveyards in the parish. 
t lnique architectural gems have been unearthed during 
I he clean up including a numbe•· of blocks from the church 
building and its boundary wall. The church was located 
wh<·re the rear of the shot> now stands. The clean up has 
n·walcd the •·emains of a nnmbe•· standing headstones, 
nm.,t are in good condition. Plus, a number of small 
•·h ildrcn's and infan t's graves offering a stark reminder of 
llu• high infant mo•·t<tlity n1tes of the nineteenth and early 
hwnticth centuries. A large stone mausoleum belonging to 
llw ~koll family dominates the centre of the graveyard and 
IH in excellent condition. Lucki ly you can read the 
loNTiptions on most of the gravestones. 
Nuw that Phase t (the heavy clea ring and cleaning) of the 
poujl"('l has been completed, Phase 2 can begin. Th is phase 
1"11 Sl'C the commencement of conservation work and 
I"'' m·ical research. 

Dermot and Cora wish you all a very Happy Christmas 
and Best Wishes for The New Year 
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Legion of Mary 
Story 
by Brigid O'Driscoll, Marian 
O'Donnell and Colman 
O'Dr·iscoll f01· Gt·can Magazine 

The PPC Pcrgrenation Pro Christo or 
Traveller for Christ movement started 
back in the 1920's a few years after the 
founding of the Legion of Mary in 
Dublin. From this time on each year 
Legionaries from different parts of 
Ir-eland, volunteer to give up a week of 
their holidays to venture to different 
parts of the world to evangelise outside 
of our own counu-y. Some tmvel to the 
British Isles and some further· afield to 
Ger·many and Finland. Christ's 
command is to preach the Gospel to 
every creature. Therefore, the PPC 
movement is a wonderful opportunity 
to respond to this call. The Legion of 
Mary is, therefore a Catholic lay 
or-ganisation that promotes the spiritual 
and social welfare of the individual 
through active apostleship. The Legion 
is now present in neal'ly every country 
in the world. It is as relevant today as it 
was back in the 20's and with the 
Canonisation of Frank Duff imminent; 
it is a great cause of celebration for 
Ireland and the Catholic Church and an 
honour for the Legion of Mary. 
While on PPC we meet people at their 
doorstep, in parks, streets, hospitals, 
nursing homes, cafes, bus stops, schools 
and generally places wher·e people 
gather. 
It is a speaking apostolatc and the 
people we meet we ask them to consider 
the Catholic Church as the vehicle of 
bringing them to the best 
understanding of God's plan for 
mankind's salvation, our Church being 
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the only church which Our Lord Jesus 
fonnded on Earth. We talk about the 
sacrifice of the Mass, the "Real 
Presence" of Jesus in the Holy 
Communion and the other Sacraments 
and especially Confession. We speak 
about Our· Blessed l4~dy and her special 
role in being the mother of all men and 
the place She played in the story of 
man's salvation. 
Catholics who have Lapsed for one 
reason or another we encourage to 
retum to the practice of their Faith and 
try and leave behind what is keeping 
them away. It could be something that 
happened several years previous and 
they remember the hut1 and the pain. 
Our team were picked to go to 
Longridgc in Lancashire because the 
Parish Priest invited the Legionaries to 
help him for the week by visiting the 
homes, flats, farms etc in his area, as it 
would not be possible for him to get 
around to visiting over 3,000 homes. 
For the week, the team shared our 
meals together, prayed together, shared 
many stories and jokes, evangelized the 
people of L.ongl'iclge and celebrated the 
Eucharist. 
As many priests will admit that the 
Legion of Mary has a "model that 
works". They arc very keen to have the 
Legionaries visit their parishes and the 
fruits of that week become evident when 
many return to the practise of the faith 
and seeds are sown which may bear 
fruit later. One person put it aptly when 
he said, "the soil is prepared for fw·ther· 
developmen t". The welcome we 
received was good. We met a mix of 
Catholic, lapsed Catholic, Protestant, 
Church of England, Anglican, Jehovah 
witnesses, Pentecostal, Humanists, 
Atheists, Agnostic, Muslim and 
Judaism. 

Special case 
One special case involved Margaret 
returning to the practise of her Faith, 
which she lost while mourning the 
death of her daughter earlier in the year, 
who died from an illness that was not 
detected. As a Midwife, she could not 
continue with her work due to her grief. 
When the Legionaries tur·necl up at her 
door, they were able to comfort and 
console her. The following morning she 
came to Mass and Fr. Robert Coffey our 
Spiritual Director from Caherdavin was 
on hand to hear her confession as she 
felt she needed confession first . She 
now attends Mass and has joined the 
l.cgion of Mary in the parish, which was 
set up by the visiting Lcgionar·ies from 
Ireland before they left. Therefore, she 
now has the comfort of a family of 
friends who can continue to support 
and help her. She said that "I don't 
know what I would have done if the 
Legion of !l!ary didn't tum up at my 
doorstep that morning•. 

ThcTenm 
There was a mix of age profiles with 
you ngest member Colman O'Driscollj 
age 20 from Pallasgreen 
r·epresented the UCD Legion of ~~a~y folj 
students. We also had 2 
Legionaries from Pallasgrecn MariaJnl 
O'Donnell and Brigid O'Driscoii. Bri1~dl 
was the team Leader for the project 
Fr. Robert Coffey from Cah~rdavin 
the Spiritual Director. However, 
Lady was the wind in our· sails for 
week while we acted as her· foot solld iE~•'SJ 
and with her Motherly Jll'Otection, we 
returned to lreland much in the bette~ 
for our week away. Interested 
the Legion of Mary? Check out a I..egionj 
of Mary Praesidium in the Parish. 
young people's Pmesidium also exi!;ts.J 
Ask any member of the Legion ofMary.l 

Queen of Angels l'r·oesidium, Pallasgrecm 
Standing · Eileen Me Cor·mack, Mar·y Dillon, Mcwia11 

O'Donnell, 

Legion of Mary I' PC to Longr·idge in Lanws/Jir-e. 

Seated- Brigid Harding, Margaret O'Dea, Morra O'Brien, 
Cathy O'Owyu. 

Group photo showing team members from different parts of 
Ir-eland who wf!flt on the I' PC project to Lancashire including our I 
3/ocal people from Pal/asgreen Brigid O'f)riscoll Tl!tlm uculcr, 

Marian O'Donnell and Colman O'Drisro/1. 
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PALLASGREEN 
TEMPLEBRADEN 
DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

The PTDA had a busy year. We held our Christmas 
Fair which proved to be a lively event enjoyed by all. 
Stall holders came from near and far. Santa Claus 
arrived to a great welcome and then went to his grotto 
to meet the children from Pallasgreen and beyond. A 
cup of tea was available and it was nice to watch 
people chatting and eojoying the Fair. Grace Savage 
bad her annual stall of wonderful treasures. P.P. 
O'Sullivan and Pat Cronin kept the wheel of fortune 
spinning to the delight of those who were winning. 
During the year the PTDA acquired a site and 
planning permission for the development of a 
playground in Pallasgreen. We are now preparing to 
apply for funding from Ballyhoura. Ballyhoura 
fund ing is due mid-2016. 

Pallasgreen Active 
Retirement Group 

Pallasgreen Active Retirement is still going strong after 
22 yea rs "in action." We meet each Wednesday in the 
Community Centre, from September to J1me. 
Painting classes are taught by Robert Ryan R.H.A., of 
Lough Gur. We have very accomplished artists in the 
group as well as the eager learners. 
Go For Life Exercise is conducted by qualified tutors 
and these exercises are both beneficial and fun. 
Then, there's always the cuppa and the chat. A coffee 
morning is held each May in conjunction with the 
Bealtaine festival. This is well supported by the local 
community and all money i.s given to the Alzheimers 
Society of Ireland. 
Active Retirement Social occasions are arranged at 
Christmas, with dinner and a musical. Last year we 
went to Grease in the Lime Tree Theatre. 
We have 22 members and always welcome more new 
members. 
Chairpersons 
Treasurer 
Secretmy 
P.R.O. 

Judy O'Grady, Nell O'Neill 
Bernie Flynn 
Teresa Ryan 
Josie Ryan 

By Judy O'Grady 

TRADING DIVISION 
For the life we lead 

FARM LIVING - HOME LIVING 
Fo1' all round good value and choice shop at .. . 

CO-OP SUPERSTORES, OLD PALLAS 
Tel. 061 384733 

floral Cr~ations 
by Mary Keogh, AOIFA 

WEDDINGS. FUNERAl SPRAYS & WREATHS 

FLOWERS FOR All OCCASIONS MADE TO ORDER 

Knockballyfookeen, Pallasgreen, Co. limerick. 

Tel. 061 384279 Mobile: 087 9622600 or 087 2771835 
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The Combined Residents Association - A Busy 
Year- Looking Back and Looking Forward 

- interview with Bernie 0 ' Sullivan 

At the end of a very busy year, Bernie O'Sullivan, Mayoral 
Candida te for the Combined Residents' Association of 
New Pallas, Nicker and Old Pallas, can look back with 
satisfaction on so many great events. 

When Bernie was first nominated by the Combined 
Residents' Association, she felt she was undc1taking a 
daunting task, but, as always, set to work with a will to 
organise a wonderful variety of events which turned out to 
be lovely social occasions for the community and raised 
much-needed funds for the Association. All events 
organised were well-supported and all raised money, 
which will be spent on developing tl1e area to the benefit of 
everyone in the community. 

Bernie's campaign got off to a flying start with a Coffee 
Morning, at O'Dwyers in New Pallas, where the variety of 
treats on offer was only rivalled by the fun and the 
conversa tion. Powers' in Old Pallas was the next stop on 
the campaign trail, for a summer BBQ with live, and very 
lively, music by Michael Ryan, Brian O'Neill and Eddie 
Harty. Having danced the night away, it was time to 
con template the staging of a Mock Wedding in 
Caherconlish. 

The wedding party turned out in style; Leanne Platt, the 
beautiful bride and her groom, William Hourigan, father 
and mother of the bride, Gerard O'Grady and Mary 
Holmes, father and mother of the groom, Denis Hourigan 
and Teresa Ryan , bridesmaids, Jenny Platt, Clara llayes 
and Susan O'Sullivan, groomsmen, Gary and Eddie 
Fraher. Once Pat Foley had brought the bride to her 
wedding on a donkey and cart, and John O'Donnell had 
made his presence felt, on the great occasion, it was time 
for pt·iest, Bl'inn O'Neill to perform his ceremonia l duties 
and marry the happy couple! The beautifu l attire of the 
wedding guests would have done credit to the cover of 
Vogue magazine! 

The whirlwind of fundraising activities continued with a 
Pub Quiz at Powers', a raffle hosted by Knockane Golf 
Society, at The Idler Bar, a raffle at Pallasgrean Bingo, a 
very successful garden competition, organised by Teresa 
Harding and won by Chrissie Ronan, a Car Boot Sale, a 
guided walk along the Mass Paths on Nicker Hill, and an 
lrish night in O'Dwyers' "ith local trio Michael Ryan, 
Brian O'Neill and Eddie Harty. The local stars shone 
bright at the Red Deer, for See the Stars wi th a 
constellation of talented performers impersonating well 
known singers, and in many cases, outshining them! A 
wonderful evening's entertainment was had by all 
involved. 

As well as the many events within the Pallasgrean area, 
Bernie also had the S\lpport of a number of neighbouring 
parishes. Following the Mock Wedding at the Millennium 

Centre, Caherconlish, an Irish Night was held in Kilteely, 
"~th music by J obn Me Carthy, as well as a Music Night 
at Hayes' in Cappamore. Irish Nights were also held at 
Uncle Tom's, with music by Eileen Leonard, Marty 
Mam1ering and friends, Martin O'Shaughnessy, 
Ilarty and other talented musicians while, at Powers' 
Abington Pat O'Neill and his group as well as Eddie l h•·tv 

Mrs Power and a host of others ensured that "ceol agus 
craie" was the order of the evening. Bernie was del,igltte•il 
with and wishes to acknowledge the wonderful SUI>P<•rt I 
received from parishioners and from 
communities. A special word of thanks to Mossy Kirby 
Mulcair Print who kept everybody well-informed 
campaign events with posters always promptly and 
perfectly presented. 

The fantastic social even ts, while worthwhile, on that oasas1 
alone, have yielded funding which \\~II be used by 
Combined Residents' Association to enhance the local 
area. The Combined Residents' Association has been 
active over the past couple of years and has done much 
improve the general appearance of the commu 
BeautiM floral displays graced the three villages again thi~;l 
year. Last Christmas, a wonderful Christmas tree added 
very festive spirit to Old Pallas and plans are afoot to maket 
this even better in the coming year. Members of thE!i 
Combined Residents' Association took part in the cotmtv·t 
wide clean up on Good Friday, sponsored by J.P. 
MacManus, and had their valiant efforts and hard wnrlcl 
broadcast on TG4. In recen t months they 
successfully undertaken a much-needed clean up of th••• 
Church of Ireland Graveryard in New Pallas. 

Pt·ojects which are currently under way include removi 
the old ditch in the village of Nicker and replacing it wll n• 
a beautiful wall , faced with stone. TUS workers 
uncovering a wall near Moymore and, in the future, it 
hoped to have a Goldern Mile between Nicker and VIOII 

Pallas. In Old Pallas, itself it is hoped to further erumnce 
the flower beds and old house, in the village. Another ver-. .. 
important project is the continuation of the footpath r ..... ,m 

new Pallas to Nicker N.S. which will be of ir. nmeru;e 
benefit to the local community. In the not too dist:ant 
future, it is also hoped to have a footpath between Nicker 
Village and Nicker N .S. 

A further development will be the continuation of 
footpath from Old Pallas to the graveyard. 

These projects cannot be unde1'taken without the help 
support of the community, in the traditional spirit of 
meitheal, support which was admirably demonstrated 
throughout Bernie's mayoral campaign. New~~~~~~:~~ 
arc always welcomed to the Combined R 
Association. Ni ncart go cur le chCile. 

Page 32 



Crbn. 2015 

Scarteen Hounds Part Of 
Our Heritage 
Knockcarron is home to the Scarteen Hunt, Ireland's most 
famous pack of hounds. The "Black and Tans" as they are 
ft'L'Quently referred to, are recognised the world over, not 
unly in hunting circles. 
The Kerry Beagles that form this great pack of hunting 
hounds have a djstinctive voice and have been passed 
down through generations of the Ryan family since the late 
tHlh century. Farmer Chris Ryan, a formidable horseman 
111td one of the most respected huntsmen in Ireland, 
follows in the footsteps of his late father, the legendary 
Thady Ryan who was a master for 40 years. 
('hris has been carrying the horn since 1986 when he 
htocame master and although hounds are now regularly 
hnnted by hunL~man Mark Ollard, Chris remains heavily 
involved in the organisation of the hunt which covers 
t'utmtry in Co Tipperaty and Co Limerick. Chris has a 
p:trticular interest in hound breeding, finding suitable 
uutcrosses to preserve the character and hunting abilities 
uf this unique pack. 
Over the years, the Scarteen Hunt has become one of the 
packs that visitors from England, America and further 
afield want to hun t with. Aside ft·om the desire to see the 
"Black & Tans" with their low-scenting abilities in action, 
the drains and banks in the hunt country are a challenge 
'isitor's wish to experience. 
None of this would be possible without the great help and 
Mtpport oft he local farming community; we cannot thank 
I hem enough for their help and support. One of the things 
I hat people often say when we arc ou t meeting farmers, 
that it is great to see some of the local trarutions carrying 
un. 
The Hunt raises a certain amount of money for charity 
t•wty' year through charity rides and fundraisers, having 

just presented a cheque forE 22,000 through the sale of 
pictures to a local Hospice in Limerick. 
We do a mock hunt the lit·st Sunday afler every Christmas 
to give the younger members on lead rein ponies their first 
taste of hunting and a young sportsman meet the followmg 
week for the slightly older children. This is so we can 
educate the younger members on bu oting etiquette and 
how to behave whether riding down t11e road or crossing 
the land we have kindly been given pennission to cross. 
We start exercising the hounds in June on bicycles to 
condition them and start hunting on are feet in the 
beginning of august. TI1is leads us on to the opening meet 
on horses on the first Tuesday of November on Knocklong 
hiU which anyone is mo•·e than welocome to attend. 
We finish Hunting towards the end of February when the 
cows start conUng back out and the grass stmts growing, 
and we arc soon getting ready for another season. The 
summer is spent breeding and rearing the next generation 
of hounds, and exercising the hounds daily walking the 
local lanes of Knockarron witl1 to so hounds at a time. 

By Mark OUard (Master) 

Mark Ollard rolling UJilhe hounds at Castlegarde irt 
Sci>lcmber 2015 

RYAN'S GARAGE 
TRACTORS-SALES-SERVICE 

Main 

Contact: Pat 

Tel./Fax: 061-384459 Mobile: 086-8310238 
www .patry an tractorsales .com 

Coologue, Old Pallas, Co. Limerick. 
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The Opening of Our New School 

The opening of Nicker National School on June 6th 2015 
was a very impot1ant event in the lives of the children and 
the school commtulity. Having returned to our new school 
after our time in the Community centre, we felt that a year 
on we were ready to officially open. We decided to embark 
on a history p1·oject about school life in the past, where 
children in 3rd and 4th class questioned their parents and 
grandparents. Sarah Dillon told us that her uncle Joe, 
helped to paint St. Patrick on the shed wall during Mr. 
Hennessy's time as principal. Adam O'Riordan informed 
us that his great, great g~·anduncle, James Meehan was the 
first person to ever register in Nicker NS. Kyle's mother 
remembers playing mal"la and playdough, as well as lots of 
knitting and sewing. Others remember great soccer games 
dlll"ing lunch time whicl1 were t·efereed by the principal, as 
well pt·eparation for St. Patrick's Day Mass in Irish. To this 
day many can rattle off the prayers in Irish, perhaps rote 
learning was not such a bad th ing after all. 
We enjoyed tbe last term preparing for this momentous 
occasion. We had rehearsed a lot during the year in 
preparation for our monthly masses, so when it came to 
the ofticial opening mass with Archbishop Kieran O'Reilly, 
who had also visited on April 14th for our confirmation, we 
felt more than ready! The choirwa.s prepared by Ms. 
Franklin . Madeline Meehan accompanied, as did Orla 
McEvoy and Ms. English. Parents and children read the 
readings and prayers, while second class sang the psalm. 
After mass we headed back to the school for speeches and 
light refreshments. Ms Franklin and Fr. Burns spoke about 
all involved in the building project. Liam Gleeson, project 
leader (Gleeson McSweeney Architects), Pinnacle Homes 
(Paul Henry), Dillon Bros (Pallasgreen) The Board of 
Management of Nicker N.S, The Steering Committee, Staff 
of Nicker NS, Nicker National School Parents' Association. 
Pt·evious Boards of Management, Parents' Associations 
and staff of the school were also thanked for their hard 
work in the past. Mary Harty (RIP) was especially 
remembered and thanked. A plaque "~th the inscription 
'To Jive in bea11s we leave behind, is not to die' - Thomas 
Campbell, along with many photogt·aphic memorabilia of 
all who worked with Mary was placed in the foyer of the 
school. The school was delighted when the Harty family 
kindly gifted to the school a painting which the staff had 
ori1,>inally presented to Mmy on her retirement in Oct 
2013. Ms. Franklin, the Principal was presented with 
beautiful flowers, as was Emer Shanahan and Teresa 
Gammell . Johnny Gammell presented the school with a 
framed scroll from the Local GAA as Gaeilge, highlighting 
impot1ant links which the school and GAA have always 
shared and continue to cherish. Ms English spoke about 
schooling and education in Pallasgreen in the past, 
referring to the children's projects on display in the 
school's corridors, as well as bringing to mind some more 
recent memories from the school's history. Conor 
Linnane, the oldest ch ild in the school, and Danielle 
Gammell, the youngest child in the school, cut the official 

ribbon with the help of Fr.Buros. Ms Franklin thanked the 
staff for their hard work and commitment to the school 
during the building project and highlighted the school' 
vision for the future, to instil in children a love ofleaming, 
a positive attitude to education and life . Tastv 

' ,·eft·eshments were provided by Creamy Delicious roods, 
(Ann McCarthy and Kay Hayes) while children we:re.: 
treated to sausages, nuggets, chips and party hags. 
thank most sincerely Regan's Centra in Pallasgreen 
these wonderfu l party bags kindly donated to the scltoa•ll 
and for all parents who helped in the organisation of !>anle.l 
Many parents took a trip down mem01y lane, sitting in 
classroom which they had spent many days in their yo,uth,,l 
others caught up with old friends and neighbours. It 
lovely to see so many friends of Nicker NS from the pa:st,l 
especially Eva Hennessy, who travelled from Dingle. 
vety kindly presented Ms Franklin \vith a collection 
photographs depicting children from the fifties, sixties and 
seventies. Without doubt these photographs were a hu~el 
hit on the night. Many traced and talked and recalled 
interesting events and happenings. We hope to put '"•·«>l 
pictures on display again shortly and invite members 
the community to view same at their leisure. The Pa11·ents'l 
Association, (Chairperson Noreen Kennedy) ensured 
were catered for including the children, who en iov-edl 
music, dancing, fun and games provided by Lee Dillon 
our Marquee on the grounds. A special thank you to artist 
Neil O'Dwyer from Tipperary who created 
murals on our walls, depicting Oisin in Tir na 
C(tculainn, the Children of Lir, as well as tlora, fauna and 
wildlife from the hill of Nicker. This work was funded 
the Parents' Association. Our active Parents' Asso<:ialtioJ~.I 
also fund many educational activities and 
throughout the year, including the Book Scheme. 
thank them most sincerely for their work. Their work als<)l 
funded the painting of the school's crest on the ext:erio\\4 
front wall. The writing on our crest ' Br6duil Asainn Fein' 
(Proud of Ourselves) is apt at th.is time. 

Histot·y in the Making 
Following many interesting talks and lessons about Nic:ke1:l 
NS and education in the past we felt ready to embark on 
trip to King John's Castle. 
King John 's castle is well worth a visit. Our trip there 
October 14th was interesting, informative and wotthwh,ile:l 
Third to sixth class travelled by bus to Limerick early,l 
morning. Mary Immaculate College was running ma.th!:l 
workshops for 3rd and 4th class as part of Maths We~ek.n 
We were delighted that Tadhg's mum Mainiad 
organise this event for us. Meanwhile, not to be left out:B 
sth and 6th class visited the castle where they met with 
education officer Linda Hall to tour U1e casUe and learn 
about life in Norman times. 
King John's Castle was built around 1210 on the site of 
earlier castle. It is thought that the earliest version 
Limerick Castle was built around 1175, to show the no•wetdl 
of the Norman settlers in Limetick and prevent Donal 
O'Brien from regaining power. When John became Kir1g,l 
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tlw earlier castle was gradually enlarged and strengthened. 
't'h is castle was built to defend an important fording point 
1111 tbe Shannon, so comfort and luxury were less 
Important than defending the castle against its enemies. 
During the reign of King John, there was a mint in tl1e 
t•astle, as coins were used in Limerick at tl1at time. Later, 
during the Will iamite Sieges, sold iers were paid with 'gun 
uumey', coins made from melted down metal. King John's 
('as tie found itself at the heart of tl1e Seige of Limerick in 
11>90. The Siege was pa1·t of an international war between 
William of Orange and his uncle and father in-law James 
~ncl who was a cousin of King Louis XIV of France. Irish 
!'at holies hoped that James would help them restore their 
llmd, enable them to enjoy greater religious ft·eedom and 
~tain political influence. Havi11g suffered defeat in at the 
Batt le of the Boyne, and after his return to France, James 
hopes were kept alive at Limetick. The Jacobite General, 
l'atrick Sarsfield made a daring ride from Limerick to 
llallyneety to intercept the Seige train coming from Dublin 
to breach the city walls. Guided by the rapparee, Galloping 
!logan, Sarsfield reached Gallyneety, sneaked into the 
c·amp, overran its defenders and blew up the big gun, SHe 
llhui. Local people tell of his ploy to find out tl1e password 
to the Williamite camp, befriending the wife of one of 
William's men at a nearby stream. This woman defiantly 
l10asted that the password was 'Sarsfield'. 

'Sarsfield is the word and Sarsfield is the man, 
And here I am!' ow· general cried, os down on them we 

ran. 
Then God he cleared the firmament, the moon and stars 

shone b,·ight, 
And for the battle of the Boyne, we had revenge that 

night. 

The Winter of 1690 brought a temporary respite for the 
cit-fenders of Limerick, but fighting began again in August 
1691, with the Williamite forces now under the leadership 
of General Ginkel. Many soldiers died on Thomond Bridge 
when the drawbridge of Kind John's castle was raised, 
rutting off their retreat. The French officer responsible for 
the order, died of wounds he received. Finally, Sarsfield 
nnd the Jacobite generals agreed terms and the Treaty of 
Limerick was signed. The promises of the Treaty were 
Noon broken, leading to the bitter CJ."f, 'Cuimhnigh ar 
l.uimneacb', or Remember Limerick. These J acobite 
Holdiers, the 'Wild Geese', left Ireland to fight in the army 
ol' France. 
Without doubt Limerick has had an interesting past. It's 
wonderful to be able to relive some of these events in the 
l'astle's visitors' centre which has recently been renovated. 
It 's bright, colourful and interesting for young and old 
nlike and offers a great deal of knowledge for anyone keen 
lo learn more. We hope to 1·eturn to King John's soon and 
lu I isten with new ears and new eyes to more tales of battle, 
loy<tlty, friendship and woe. In the meantime however, it's 
I lack to the grincling stone, ar aghaidh leis an obair! 

Our 100 Year History Proje<.'t 
( lvcr the last year, many pupils of Nicker N.S., guided by 
th .. ir teachers, have been busy finding out about life in our 

local area, 100 years ago, from 1912 to 1923. We are taking 
part in a vet-y interesting cross-border project, as part of 
the Decade of Centenaries. Six schools from the Republic 
of Ireland m·e taking part, as well as six schools from 
Notthern Ireland. We are very excited at finding people in 
our families with interesting stories. In some cases we 
have detailed stoties and photos of the people involved 
and in other cases the outline of a story. In tl1e coming 
year, we will continue our research with different classes 
and create a display in school, in preparation for tbe 
centenat-y of the 1916 Rising. 
Many of our families Jived and worked on the land or 
owned shops. Others emigrated, hoping to find a better 
life in another country. 
Billy O'B1·ien's great granddad, Patrick O'Btien, was from 
Cahir in Co. Tippera1-y. He died in 1976. He would have 
been about 24 years of age when the Easter Rising was in 
progress. He would have Jived through World War 1. 

Patrick owned a small farm of about 40 acres, about five 
miles from Cahir. He grew all his own potatoes and 
vegetables. Life was hard back in those days. Most of the 
big estates were O\\~led by the British. Farmers with small 
hold ings found it very ha1·d to survive. 
Dylan Morrissey's great granny was a house wife who had 
one child. Her name was Mary Burke and her husband's 
name was Ma11in Delaney, who was Dylan's grandad's 
dad . Sbe was born and raised in Mayo. Dylan's great 
granny's daughter was a nurse. Dylan's great great 
granny never missed Mass and liked to go there. 
J\.lex Harty's great grand aunt, Sr. Emmanuel became a 
member of the Presentation order. She Jived a very long 
and good life. She was born in 1913 and was a small child 
at the time of the Great war and the 1916 Rising. Hhe lived 
in Garranemore, in a house just up the road from Nicker 
N.S. Sr. Emmanuel became a nun at the age of 18 and 
lived a long and happy life until she was 99· 
Robert Corbett's great grandparents, John and Mary 
Danahe1· had a shoe shop at Carnahalla, Doon, Co. 
I.imerick, the next parish to Pallasgrean. The shoe shop 
was passed on to his Uncle John and it only closed in the 
late 1980's. Robert's Uncle John died on July 1st 2013. 
Robett is still gathering photographs of tlle family and the 
shoe shop. It is a little unusual to have had a shoe shop in 
the locality, in such a rural area . 
Thomas and Hannah O'Brien from Bunavie were 
emigrating to America, in 1912. They boarded the Titanic 
at Cobh. Thomas was lost when the Titanic sank, but 
Hannal1 s urvived and their daughter was born in America. 
Sarah Dillon, Timmy, Sarah and Aine Dillon's great grand 
aunt lived at Killuragh, PaUasgrean, ne~t door to where 
Timmy, Sarah and Aine live today. Sru·ah was the only one 
of her family not to emigrate to America. She married 
Denis Bowman, a well-known teache1· in Nicker N.S. 
Fiona and Ciara Keogh found out about their great 
grandfather, on their dad's side of the family; Thomas 
Ryan. Thomas lived on a farm with his parents. He was an 
only child. In 1914, his mother died when Thomas was 24 . 
His father took part in the Rising and he got shot in his leg 
h\~ce and died, afterwards. After tlle Rising, Thomas had 
oo relations living nearby because all of his aunts, uncles 
and cousins lived in Northern Ireland and England. He 
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bad to grow food and take care of the farm by himself. 
When he was 36 years old, he married a girl called Milly 
Keogh. They had 10 children, 6 girls and 4 boys. On their 
mother's side of the family, Johnny Mulvihill is their great 
grandfather's name. He lived in Athea and married a girl 
called Judy. 
Paddy Ryan is Fergal and Patrick Bailey's great 
grandfather on their mum's side He was raised near 
Nicker II ill. He worked for a light company in New York, 
wher·e he signed up for World I. Luckily he d idn't get 
killed, as he was to have an amazing career as an athlete. 
lie is famous for breaking the world record in hammer 
tluowi n&. He also broke the reco•·d f01· the longest winning 
mm·gi11. Then he came back to Ireland, built the house the 
Bai ley family is li ving in now, got married and was happy. 
His monument can be seen in New Pallas near St. Ailbe's 
Credit Union. 
Patrick and Fergal also found some interesting 
information about their father's side of the family, at this 
time. The Borrows Boys, (Charles Edward Borrows, 
Thomas Arthur Borrows and Benjamin Borrows), on their 
dad's side were three brothers who had one sister. They 
are Patrick and Fergal's great great granduncles. The lived 
at 196 Winsover Road, Spalding, Lincolnshire. All th ree of 
them were killed in action during the Great War. Private 
Charles Edward Borrows fought with the Canadian 
Infantry, and was killed in action on 6 th October 1918, 
aged 29 years. He is buried at Duisans British Cemetery, 
Etrun, Pas de Cala is, France. His 23 year old brother, 
Private Thomas Arthur Borrows, had been ki lled a few 
months earlier on 15th April 1918. There is no known 
grave for him, but he is commemorated on the Ploeg.~teert 
Memorial, Comines-Wameton, Hainaut, Belgium. The 
youngest of the brothers, 22 year old Corporal Benjamin 
Borrows, of the Lincolnshire Regiment, was killed on the 
22nd August 1918 was killed a few months before the war 
ended. Their sister was very sad and only had her husband 
(Edward Wilson) left. He was a miller's waggoner working 
at Tindnll's Mill and they lived at Albert Street, llo lbeach, 
Lincolnshh·e. He enl isted in the Royal Artillery Regiment 
on 3nl Feb•·umy 1915. He held tbe rank of driver and was 
sent to France on 12th July 1915 as part of the British 
Expedi tiona1y Force and was gassed. He went missing for 
a while and his fam ily didn't know where he was. He spent 
some time at the Military Hospital Heme! Hempstead and 
thankfully, survived. After the war, he returned to his 
home and to his work at Tindall's Mill. 
Dan Me Mahon, a great grand uncle of Aaron O'Connor Me 
Namara and Josh Mac Mahon also fought in World War I. 
Dan was originally from Clare, but came to Pallasgrean to 
work at Linfield quarry, where he had a good job. When 
he was in the army, he knew Josh's other great 
grandfather, James Lennon. 
Ernest Ga•·bacz, Emilia and Nikodem Hildebrandt have 
f'llmily members in Poland. One hundred years ago, the 
Great Wm· was in progress. Emest's g real gmndad was 
called Jan Orzel and fought in World War I. He was 
figh ting in No Man's Land when he and his colleab•ues ran 
out of ammunition, so they had to use bayonets. Jan's 
uncle was killed by a German soldier. After the war, Jan 
was given a piece of land in America. He wanted to 
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emigrate, with his family, but his wife did not wish to 
Jan's aunt was also involved in the Great War. She was 
accused of inforn1ing on Poland to the Germans and ""''," 
shot, but this was later found out to be untrue. Emilia ano1 11 
Nikodem Hildebrandt's great grandfather 
Dobzanski came to England from Poland and had a sm:all 'l 
shop in England. Emilia's great grandfather lived 
Poland. 'Wben he was 25, he moved to England and lived 
alone. He worked on a fam1, but was still poor. When 
found out about Wodd W•u·l, he enlisted, but was killed in 
action on J uly 3rd 1917. 
Many of our family members were involved in the events 
of their time, in Ireland, in politics, in the 1916 Rising, War 
of Independence and Civil War, as well as in the Great 
War, in Europe. 
Holly, Hannah and Cian Cosgrave's great grandfather's 
name was James Cosgrave. James was born in 
Cappamore. He helped to constmct the Grotto at Nicker 
Church. He was a member of the Old IRA and also fought 
in World War 2. 
Evan and Shane Pearse's great grandad, Fergie Pearse 
lived on a farm in Co. Cork with his mother and father. He 
fought in the 1916 Rising. Before he joined the l.R.A. he 
worked in a facto1y in Co. Cork. His dad didn't like him 
working there and wanted him to join the army but 
because of his age, bis molhe•· d idn't really want him to. 
Army life was difficult but he kept going. It took him five 
and a half years of trai ning. At the t ime of the 1916 Rising, 
Fergie was 'IS· He went to the 1916 Rising sad because he 
was leaving his family. Fergie gotthere as the rising was 
in progress. He survived until the age of 70. His wife died 
about a year later. 
Zach and Aaron Murphy Ryan, Jake Ryan, Darragh Ryan 
Gammell and Scott Ryan Coleman are related to Thomas 
Ryan, who was born in 1893 in Tubrid County Tipperary. 
Thomas was a part of the Tipperary hurling team who 
played in the All Ireland Final in Croke Park on November 
21st in l920. During the match , the British Am1y invaded 
the field of Croke Park for the reprisal of the assination 
the Cairo Gang. After the final, Thomas went on the run 
and joined Sean Hogan's No. 1 Flying Column. After the 
Anglo Irish treaty, he ~ided with the Government fo rces 
and rose to the rank of Lt. Colonel in the Irish def'em:e, 
forces. On his death, in 1980, he was buried, with full 
militaq honours, atb the churchyard of his native 
of BalJylooby. 
Timothy Collins, great grandfather of Jimmy 
married :\1ary Lewis from Crccora. They had 
daughters. They all lived in Doon. 1bey owned Martins· 
shop in the village. Timot hy was also a teacher 

Foilleclera school. The Collins always had an i~;~;::~~ : 
in the l.R.A. of the time. Mary and their daughters 
I.R.A. letters and messages around the area. One night,1 
when Timothy was in bed, the Black and Tans came in 
put a guo at either side of his head and threatened to OIO'IVI 

his head off if he did n't infonn them about the I.R.A. 
refused so he and his family were kicked out of their 
house. The Black and Tans then burnt the house to 
b>round. After that they rented a house in Doon village. 
Another lady who was very involved in the War 
T ndependence was Margaret Goold. She carried me:ssa;ges 
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lu I hose troubled times. This was a very dangerous activity 
Cur any man or woman. When she died, he1· coffin was 
tlraped with the tricolour and she was bmied "~th military 
hunours and had a 21 gun salute at her graveside. 
.Jt·ssica Gleeson's great grand aunt, Bridget Harding, was 
hurn in Pallasgrean, on 8th August 1917. Her name, before 
~he married, was Bridget Ryan. She was from a family of 
lmuieen. Bri!,>id moved to London for work and she used 
lu cycle to Mass. She has lots of wonderful memories of 
lift· in this area when she was young. Bridget's dad worked 
for the railway and Bridget's mother often took the train 
fl'<llll Pallas station to Limerick, to do some sbopping. 
llridget and some of her brothers and sisters would go to 
I he station to collect their mother. They would be sliding 
thl"~l the bannisters io the Station house, while they were 
waiLing. 11te station master would be going mad and 
dwsing them! 
Our area was vei)' active during the War of Independence. 
l lugb O'Donnell, great granduncle of Aoife Purcell and 
'l'adgh Hourigan, was killed in action in Kilfinane during 
I he War oflndependence. Hugh lived in a thatched house 
on the Tipperary side of Oola, just beyond the bridge. He 
was a ve1y young man when he died. There is a monument 
in his memm)', in the village of Oola,not far from where he 
lived. The inscription reads; 
"In loving memo1y of Hugh O'Donnell, Oola Company 1st 
llattallion, east Limerick Brigade l.R.A. Killed in action in 
' It .fence of the Irish republic at Ball i ntubber, kilfi nane, 7th 
I lccember, 1922. May he rest in peace." 
Ilona! Murphy, great grand uncle of Emily, Adam and 
l·:van O'Riordan was also involved in the old L R.A. He was 
Nhot dead in an ambush in Kilmallock. 
Uam and Pat Fraher, relatives of Chloe Fraher, lived 
lh rough troubled and difficult times in Ireland. They were 
from Galbally and Liam was involved in the War of 
l ndependence, as his name is ment ioned on the 
1110num~nt in the centi·e of Galbally village. 
I lanny Fealy's research turned up a booklet 
w mmemorating the unveiling of a monument to Ricltard 
l.conard, a relative of his, on 10th May 2009. He was an 
nttive member of the I.R.A. who was shot and killed by 
r•·own forces on 31st December 1920. Major Gray, 
Lieutenant Loup and Captain Davis entered Hannan's 
public house at Ballybrood after midnight. Tbe owner, 
Michael Hannan and his wife, Molly, were terrorised while 
their two small children, Thomas and Hannie were 
upstairs, Ct)'ing. They found a copy of an t-6glach 
hdonging to Kichard or Dick Leonard, Molly's brother. He 
was arrested and was to be taken to Bruff. Fearing that he 
would be shot, he tried to escape, but was shot twice by 
I> avis . 
. lake Ryan's great grand uncle, Sean Clifford was hea,~ly 
ln\'olved in organising the Dromkeen Ambush. He was 
Captain of the Fedamore company, 0 / C 4th Battalion of 
I he Mid-Limerick Brigade and made a long statement to 
lhc Bureau of Milit311' History, which Jake researched. 
On3rd February, Sean Clifford was one of those preparing 
In lake part in the Dromkeen Ambush. At one o'clock in 
I he morning, they got together in an old house, near where 
I he ambush would take place. That afternoon, they took 
up ambush positions and waited for two lorries with the 

District Inspector, Sanson, as well as 12 R.I.C and Black 
andTtans on board. The LR.A. had rifles and some 
shotg\lllS. O'Hannigan, who was in charge, gave the order 
to fire. Eleven R.I. C. or Black and Tans had been killed. 
Two of the R. !.C., in civilian clothes had escaped, while 
one of the T.R.A. men, Liam Hayes, had been injured and 
the top of his finger shot off. 
Dick O'Connell, great grand uncle of Danny f'ealy and 
Dennis O'Connell was a leading figu re of the Old I.R.A. In 
East Limerick. Dick O'Connell grew up in Drom.keen. His 
house was burnt and bombed by the Black and Tans, on 
4th Februai)' 1921, shortly after the Dromkeen Ambush. 
Danny found an account of the burning, given to Ernie 
O'Malley, in the 1950's by Alice O'Connell, wife of Paddy 
Me Cormack of Caherconlish. 
They gave 11s five minutes to leave the house. We were to 
take nothing with us, they said. My father remonstrated 
"~th them. These are our orders and we're giving them to 
you , he was told. The proclamation said that the 
destruction was as a reprisal for the Dromkeen Ambush ... . 
.. .. ... It was the following F!iday, after the Dromkeen 
Ambush that they came to us..... They broke all the 
windows with the butt of their rifles, and with spades 
which they took out of the shop. They tried to bring out 
m)' piano but it was stuck on the turn of the stairs and they 
smashed the legs off it \\~th the spades. My doll was in a 
glass shade, a large one it was; and they pitched the doll 
and the glass shade into the fire. I was crying at this and 
the vi llagers were consoliJlg me. 1 was about sixteen then. 
At this smash up, there were Auxillaries, Military and 
Tans. The doll was a present which was given by my aunt 
and I had kept it since Twas a child. There was a big jar of 
holy water, a gallon jug of it up in the room, but when they 
threw it to the road, it stood up straight. They put about 
th1·ee bombs into the house. They stayed there for hours 
and they forced the whole village to look on at the 
destruction. They robbed our till and they robbed all the 
liquor inside. We were twenty yards away and when the 
three bombs went off, the explosion was heard in the city 
of Limerick .. .... 
This is just a short summa1y of OU I' research to date and we 
look forward to completing it as the year goes 011. 

Andrea 
Culhane
Winner- of the 
W.8. Yeats 
"Among 
Schoolchilclt·en" 
poetry 
competition 
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Pupils ojThi•·d to Sixth Class at the Limel'ick Education Centre Scie~~ce Pair inl.JT. 

Nicker N.S. Ccnfi•·mation Class with A•·chbishop Kiemn O'Reilly, Pr. Bums and Ms. Karen Fr<mklin, Principal. 
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F'ir·st 1/oly Communion Class Nicker NS with Ms. Ber·nie Farrell and Fr. Bums. 

Steering Committee of Nicker NS 
I R • Liam Gleeson, Brian O'Neill, 

Mairead Hourigan, Karen 
Franklin, Siobh(in English, Tony 
OMahony and Fr. Pat Bums 

Scor Novelty Act Group County 
Champions and Munster· Finalists. 

Cumann 
na 
mBtmscoil 
Boys 9 a 
side 
f ootball 
team 
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CUmann no mBunscoil Girls 70 side football 
team. 

Ms. Farrell's Class walk to tile Church as ptu·t of 
our Green School initi11tive, to meet with Pr. 

Bums, in preparatiorr for their l•!rst Holy 
Communion. 



M.< llom·igan's Class ready for their· tr·ciffic survey! 

Staff of Nicker NS- standing 1./R Maria Stevens, Bcr·nic 
Far·r·ell, Joanne Beary, Marilmne Blackwell, Bredcr O'Dwyer·, 

Emer Shanahan, Rebecca Murphy. Seated l/ R Madeline 
Hourigan, Siubhan Jtnglish, Kar·en Fl'cmklin, Mair·c O'Dea. 

Nicker NS Parents' Association 
Committee- Standing L/R Tracy 
Hourigan, Noreen Fealy, Joanna 
Bailey, Siobh{m Kiely Scot eel L/R 

Cora Blackwell, Mairead Hourigan, 
Margar·et /Jillo11. Ms. Blackwell's ,Junior and Senior lnfimts r·ecire their Hallowe'en pacms. 

Mule air 
Print 

Commercial Printing 
- Books - Magazines - Brochures, etc. 

Linfield, 
Pallasgreen, Co. Limerick. 

TeL 087-9881945 
email: mulcairprint@gmail.com 

www.mulcairprint.com 
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Nicker N.S. Board of Management 
Back 1./R: Tum Ryan, Gary Fraher·, Brian 

O'Neill, Fr. Pat Bums 
Front: Joanne• Bailey, Siobhlin Ertglish, Karen 

Franklin (Principal) and Breda Deere. 



In March 2015 we were each chosen to go to Lourdes as 
Youth Helpers. Caoimhe and John William were chosen to 
rl'present the parish of Pallasgreen & Templebraden & John 
O'Driscoll to represent The Abbey CBS in Tipperary. We 
nllended our first meeting in Drombane where we were 
introduced to the Lourdes Youtl1 Group. Here we placed 
f\l'OUP activities to get to know the group better. We had our 
~c ·cond meeting in St. Patrick's College in Thurles. We 
n·lebrated Mass and collected our uniforms. Eddie Golden 
uur Leader we11t through the rules and procedures and 
l i metable. 
On the 16th June we met at Centra, Pallasgreen where got on 
hoard our bus to Shannon Airport and boarded a plane to 
IACurdes. We arrived later that day at our accommodation 
llotel Mediterann . llere we got our dinner and then 
nllocated our rooms and whom we would share with for U1e 
lH'xt 5 days. 
The next day we were divided into different groups. Each 
j\roup was assigned a different leader. We tl1en attended the 
Ot>ening Ceremony and were welcomed to Lourdes. From 
there we went to the hospital where we were introduced to 
1 he Assisted Invalids and got to know them. 
Our daily routine was to bring the Assisted Invalids to the 
n·rcmonies using wheelchairs and chariots. 
lluring our time in Lourdes we attended various 
n·•·emonies. One day we attended the Batl1s, whereby we 
were dipped into tl1e baths of ice cold water, they are well 
known for there miraculous healing powers. Another night 
we visited the Grotto. Here Fr. Vincent Stapleton spoke 
nl>out Bernadene and the history of the Grotto. While there 
l'r. Pat Coffey told us to •·emain silent while walking U1rough 
1 he Grotto as a mark of respect. And to appreciate the Holy 
11t mosphere of the place. Before we went to LoLU·des many 
llc•ighhours, relatives and friends gave us petitions and 
'"ked us to p ray for them. We placed these petitions in a box 
111 the Grotto. We also lit candles for those who asked us to 
<Ill so. 
During our time in Lourdes we attended many masses 
i nrluding the Anointing of the Sick; we got our bands 
l>lt•ssed at this ceremony. 
AI the start of the week as we gathered in our hotel, all our 
1wmes were put in a bag; we would aU pick a name fi'Om the 
hag and would then have to get a gift for that person by the 
•·nd of the week. This is called Kris Kendall. Fr. Coffey said 
"''' were to do this and thi nk about that person for the week. 
We performed at a concert in the hospital fo•· the Assisted 
l'ilgrims. We performed many Lively genetic songs such as 
~tamma Mia and Riptide. We danced with tl1e Assisted 
Pilgrims who were grateful for our performance and 
thoroughly enjoyed the night. 
We also had the privilege and experience of meeting our new 
llishop, Archbishop Kieran O'Reilly. We t11en went on a hike 
ttll'ough roads and fields to go to the town of Bartres. Here 
we· visited an old church , the Bishop spoke about Bernadette 
nud we were blessed and a shrine. During our hike we 
vis ited the field where Bernadette used to work when she 
was young. 
'l'he last night we had great craie in the hotel where we sang 

and danced with all the helpet·s. We sang songs such as 
'Wagon Wheel'. 
Our last day in Lourdes we lit a special candle along with all 
the Pallasgreen & Templebraden people who were in 
Lourdes "~thus for the intentions of all those in our parish. 

Our Experience 
We interacted with the youth group and got to know each 
other well. It was a very memorable and worthwhile 
experience because we made long lasting friendships. The 
one thing that struck us most was the atmosphere, people 
were very happy, fulfilled, religious, even tbe Assisted 
Pilgrims who had their many problems never failed to give a 
smile each day. We would love to t·cturn to Lourdes in the 
future as it was a ve1y memorable experience. 

.. +. -

• 

Cooimhe Ryan, John W. Ryan & .John O'Drisco/1 

JOHN HICKlE B.C.L. 

SOLICITOR 

3A, Old Clare Street, Limerick 

TeL 061 316 454 
Fax 061 316 474 

email: hickiej@eircom.net 

0 Property Advice 

0 Probate Applications 

0 General Litigation 
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Grean Drama Group - The Little Prince 

The story of The Li ttle Prince is based on the book 
by Antoine de Saint - Exupery. Our stage 
adaptation of this wonderful st01y was a first for 
Ireland & was directed & produced by Paolo 
Tresoldi. The show took place over 3 nights, Oct 
24th to 26th 2015, wowing audience's both yotlllg 
& old with the bright colours & the amazing 
theatrics of the whole production. 
All of the cast shone brightly each night but one 
in pa.ticular stole the show & that of course was 
11 year old Patrick Bailey who was the lead 
character· playing the Little Pr·incc. To say be did 
an amazing job is an understa tement & we are all 
very proud of him. 
The Little Prince is a story about bow life makes 
us "grown-ups• completely change bow we see 
things from when we were children & how we 
seem to complicate everything which, to children, 
is completely baffling! A beautiful quote from tl1e 
book explains 'The most beautiful things in the 
wor·ld cannot be seen or touched, they are felt 
with the hea1t." 
We hope ou r audience took this away with tbern, 
life is short- it is not about possessions or how 
big your house is, it's about the people you share 
it with, they are what will bring you happiness! 

By Dara Fraher 

Best wishes to Crean from , , 
Ttr na nOg 
Montessori 

School 
COl·elislz, Pallasgreen, Co. Limerick. 

Lending criteria. Terms and Conditions apply. You must be registered 
for ALB Phone & Internet Banking. AlB Insurance Services Ud. and 
AlLied Irish Banks. p.l.c. are regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. 
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Directress: Mary O'Couue/1, 
B.A., A.M.l. Dip. Mont. 

061-384048/085-7130036 

email: germocomrell@gmail.com 
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Knockane Golf Society 
1\ s 2015 is drawing to a close, it has been another great 
y<·:u· foe Knockane Golf Society. Creal weather and great 
1umout for all ou tings, we would like to thank our captain 
for 2015 P.P. O'Sull ivan who entertained us with a 
fantastic day on the captain's day in Ballyneety Golf 
murse. Congratulations to Pat Cronin who took home the 
c·aptain's prize on the day. We would like to thank all our 
sponsors, members and our visitors throughout the year 
and looking forward to a great year for 2016. 

Yours sincct·ely, 
Urian Eut·ls. 

Member·s of K11ockane Golf Society at 'lu/farris House G.C. 

Pallagreen's Answer to 
itory Mcilroy 

ter\·iewcd by Michael O'Donogue 

~ly name is lestyn Winn. I was born on the 12th March 
2004 in Clonmel Co. TipperafY. My family moved to 
Garrydoolis in 2007 where I am now in 6th Class in 
GarrYdoolis National School. 
My family consist of my father, mother and sister 
Caoimhe. My hobbies include Golf and Rugby wh ich I play 
wi th Bmff RFC. 
I started playi ng golf at the age of 7. I am a member of the 
llallynecty Golf Club. I have a handica1> of 13. Some of my 
;~chievements to date are: 

Achievements: 
• European Junior Golf Uu Champion - 17th July 

2015 in Ballina, Co. Mayo. 
• Circle of Friends Tournament "~nner in Ballykisteen 

Golf Club. 
• Don Patterson Uu Champion - 6th August 2015 in 

Warrenpoint, Co. Down. 
• Junior Golf Tour of Ireland winner in Castlemartyr, 

Co. Cork & Dromland Castle. Co. Clare. 
• 2nd place in Underage Golf Tournament in 

Cheshire, England. 

• Winner of\.Yee Wonders Tournament 2013 in 
Belfast. 

• 9th in Wee Wonders Tournament in St. Andrews, 
Scotland. 

• Has represented Limerick in U13s Golf. 

Com·ses played on: 
• St. Andrew's, Scotland. 
• Dromland Castle 
• Portmarnock 
• KiUarney 
• Ross·s Point, Sligo 
• Adare Manor 
• HoUywood, Co. Down 
• Blackwood, Co. Down 
• Warrenpoint, Co. Down 
• Pwelheli Golf Comse, Wales. 

famous Players met 
• RorY McllorY 
• Darren Clarke 
• Shane Lowry 
• Luke McDonald 
• Lee Westwood 
• Miguel Angle Jimenez 
• Padraig Harrington 
• Graham McDowell 
• Martin Kaymer 
• Paul McGinley 
• Ser-gio Garcia 
• Richie Fowler 

My one ambition is to turn Pro. 
We hope to see Iestyn continue with his S\ICCess and look 
forward to seeing him in the US Masters representing his 
parish and his country. 
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2015 at Garrydoolis N.S. 
We are delighted to announce that 2015 has been another 
busy happy year at Garrydoolis N.S. We currently boast an 
enrolment of thirty eight pupils and we were delighted to 
welcome fh•e new junior infants at the start of the current 
academic year. 
Garrydoolis N.S. has enjoyed many successes du ring 2015. 
Aoife Lee, fourth class, reached the quarter finals of the 
Doodle4Google competition. Leah and Caoimhe Butler 
were both winners in St. Anthony's Nursing Home Art 
Competition and attended the associated p1ize-giving. 
Success was also tasted in extra-curricular activities as 
three of our pupils, Lisa l'"lcGuinncss, Sinead McGuinness 
and Claire Wolfe represented the local community in the 
national finals of the Community Games Under 14 Group 
Singing Competition. Additionally, lestyn Wino, 
competed in the Adidas {faylormade Wee Wonders Grand 
Final at the home of golf, St. Andre"<s in Scotland. In both 
rounds, Iestyn shot better tha n his handicap and scored 
best of the Irish group. What an ach ievement! Sincere 
congratulations also go to our representatives on the 
Pallasgreen U12 footballer team, namely Lisa and Sinead 
McGuinness, Leah and Caoimhe Butler and Grace Leaden, 
who recently won the cup final. 
This year, pupils in the sen ior classroom engaged in the 
Junior Ent•·epreneur Programme; a 10 week 
entrepreneurial education programme for primary scllool 
pupils. This innovative programme opened the minds of 
our pupils to the joy of entrepreneurship at a time in their 
lives when they are full of imagination and open to new 
possibilities. The result of ten weeks of brainstorming, 
group work, presentation of ideas, fulfilment of roles in 
varied aspects of the financial, market research, design, 
production and advertising teams was "Garrydoolis XS.
Then and Now"; a photo book detailing the histo1y of our 
school. Our production stirred much interest and 
following an ex1:remely successful launch in Mm·ch, our 
book was a sell-out after a third reprint! Pupils travelled to 
the County Showcase Day in The Woodlands llotel in April 
in order to showcase their product and see those of other 
participating schools. Here the pupils of Gartydoolis N.S. 
were presented with their certificates of achievement and 
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Junior Entrepr·eneur- "Garrydoolis N.S.- Tlten and Now• 

the Junior Entrepreneur· Flag. l'u J)ils also enjoyed a trip to 
the cinema and lunch as a result of profits made, while 
they very generously decided to donate the remainder of 
their profits to the Irish Motor Neuron Association in 
memory of the late Ms. Mary H a r·ty who worked in the 
shared resource post in our school some years ago. 

Mr. John Delaney raises our Actiue Flag. 

This year saw continued focus on our Active Schools Flag 
and we we•·e delighted to be deemed an Active School 
following our assessment day in February. During 
assessment, children took pride in sho-.ing off our new PE 
equipment, in talking through all the activities we 
completed in an effort to become more active and in 
displa)~ng our evidence as filed in our active folder. We 
then celebrated in April when the C.E.O. of the F.A.I., Mr. 
.John Delaney made the special tl'ip from Dublin to raise 
our active flag. With a large crowd of family and 
neighbours in attendance, pupils welcomed Mr. Delaney 
with a rousing rendition of "Put 'Em Under Pressure" 
before talking about their journey towards the active flag. 
Mr. Delaney then spoke to the children abou t the 
importance of sport and being active and how this interest, 
coupled with hard work and determination shaped his 
career. A most memorable morning was enjoyed by all. 

We pmtook in monthly family masses throughout the year 
and sincerely thank Fr. Burns for his hard work in 
organising these special occasions for our children. On 
April 14th, ten of our fifth and sixth class pupils received 
the gift of the Holy Spirit during the Sacrament of 
Confirmation which was celebrated in Nicker Church. 
Pupil confirmed were as follows; Sean Ryan, Iestyn Winn, 
Lisa McGuinness, Leah Butler, Marianna Looby, 
Catherine Bem-y, James Wolfe, Jeremy-John Looby, 
Sophie Houlihan and Roisin Ryan. On :\1ay 31st, our 
second class pupil Stephen Lee received First Holy 
Communion in Templebraden Church. Senior pupils were 
part of the choir· during these sacramental celebrations 
and all involved represented the school in an excellent 
manner. We also welcomed members of the Ladies Legion 
of Mary Group during May and learned about Our Lady of 
Fatima before being gifted blessed miraculous medals and 
prayer cards. 
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Senior pupils enjoyed participation in the seven-a-side 
football and hurling tournaments and we took part in 
National C.O.W. (Cycle on Wednesday) Day in June in line 
with our green schools programme. We celebrated our 
second Active week in June. During Active Week, we 
welcomed the Tipp Wheelers and took part in a cycling 
workshop, we enjoyed Irish dancing lessons with lkigid 
Whelan and got some tips on soccer skills from members 
of St. Michael's Soccer Club. The summer term also saw 
whole school participation in "Strawbeny Days", a po·oject 
which taught us about tbe honey bee and allowed us to 
closely observe poll ination in strawberry plants . This 
J>roject led to a very informative trip to Jack Ryan's Honey 
Hee Farm and we thank the Ryan's for their hospitality. All 
pupils were surprised and excited to hear the jingle of the 
i<·e-cream van on the day of the summer holidays. They 
t•nsured that the gates were promptly opened and ice
neam was enjoyed by all! 

71 . 
• 

lce-c•·eams (II/ round to celebrate the holiclays! 

Our school gao-den kept us busy during the year as each 
dass group chose a vegetable to grow. As a result, lovely 
potatoes and carrots were harvested this autumn. These 
were boiled and pupils had the opp01tunity to taste thei•· 
uwn produce. Each pupil also received a pumpkin seed in 
the spring time which they we•·e asked to take horne and 
);row. Successful pumpkins were accompanied back to 
s..t1ool by proud growers on Tree Day during Octobc•· and 

there was much 
excitement as Aisling 
O'Connor's pumpkin 
was winner in the 
junior room and 
Crace Leaden's 
pumpkin was deemed 
most successful in the 
senior room. On tree 
day, pupils also 
planted an apple and 
pear tree and bug 
boxes were hung in 
the school garden in 
order that we may 
investigate some of 
the bug life in our 
field. 
2015 saw buses 

Communion 2015 depart from our gates 
on a number of 

occasions as junior pupils set off on a cinema trip while the 
senior pupils travelled to Hospital to enjoy a performance 
of "Disco Inferno". Our sum me•· excursion brought us to 
Adventure World in U. L. where pupils enjoyed a range of 
challenging and excit ing activities befo•·e a visit to 
McDonald's on the return trip. Al ready during the current 
academic year, we have travelled to the Leaming Hub 
where senior pupils engaged in the Science and Story 
Hubs and junior pupils enjoyed fitness and non-contact 
kick boxing lessons, as well as a science magic show. We 
eagerly anticipate our trip to the University Concert Hall 
in December where we will no doubt thoroughly enjoy a 
performance of"Sleeping Beauty". 

Tree Doy 2015 and Pri2e-Winning Pumpkin Growers! 

At Garrydoolis N.S., we m·e "working together 
ag obair le chelle" ... keep up with om· latest news 
at www.garrydoolisns.com 
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FROM TEE TO GREEN - O'Dwyer's Bar Golfing Society 
Tom O'Dea 

2015 was a good year for om· society ull of our 6 outings we1·e played 
in good weather which meant there was a good attendance at all ~~!"!!~ 
outings. Our outings for 2015 were to the following Golf Clubs, 
Charleville, Rallyneety, Tipperary, East Clare, Portumna, 
Ballykisteen. 
Om three Major outings this year were Philip Cosgrave's Captain's 
prize, Mike Barry Vice Capt;i in's prize and Dermot O'Dwyers 
President's prize. '!'there was in excess of twenty players for each of 
those outings. Philip's Captain's Pri7.e was played at East Clare Golf 

~=;@~;:::~:-;::;;;li~ij!i!!i~~lil Club, the winner 
.. was Paul 

1./R: Mike Bat·t·y, Jack O'Dwyer, Joe Heelan and 
Tom O'Dea at Tipperary Golf Club. 

O'Connell. Mike's 
Vice Captain's 
prize took place 
at Tipperary Golf 
Club, the winner L/ R: Mary Lonergan, Com O'Dwyer and Bernadette 
was Mossy Kirby. Heelan at Tipperary Golf Club. 
Dermot's Presi-
dent's prize was held at Portumna Golf Club the "~nner here was 
Mary Lonergan. The Prize for Golfer of the Year after close 
competition "~th several other society members this year's wilmer 
was J>aul O'Connell. Our society has a healthy membership, but new 
members are always welcome. 
The Society would like to wish all groups and clubs within our 
community continued success for 2016. On behalf of the Society I 

would like to wish our incoming Captain Mike Barry and Vice Captain and President continued success for 2016. 
To all we wish you a Holy and Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

Willie 
Ryan 

Ballyvalode, Oola 

Phone: 087-2754222 

For All Your Concrete 
Requirements 
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Pallasgreen Templebraden Friends qf Lourdes- Celebrating 30 years in 2016 
By Michael O'Don oghue 

In 1987 Pallasgreen Youth Club started 
st·nding Slh Yem· students to Lour·des. We 
lwcame the first parish to do so as all the rest 
Wt'rc sent from schools. The leaders of the 
Club at that times were Brian & Neill O'Neill, 
.tuhn Ryan, Grainne O'Sullivan, Seamus 
I )'Dwyer and Mike O'Donoghue. 
To raise funds we would set out all over East 
Limerick selling tickets for a portable T.V. as 
rst prize. This continued for a good number of 
years until the Youth Club ceased. After that 
we formed Pallasgreen Templebraden Friend 
of Lourdes. The members of this group wer·c 
l·:ddic Harty, Mary Cosgrave, Margar·et 
tllackwell, l'l'lichael English and Mike 
O'Donoghue. 
We now raise our funds by means of a church 
~ate collection in March each year. In 2013 we 
printed and sold ca.lendars to help with funds. 
So far we have sent 60 Assisted Pilgrims from 
I he par·ish and 12 from the Nursing l Lome. We 
h;wc also send 70 youth helpers and in Ulat 
lime 32 people have gone as senior· helpers 
from the parish. We have also become the first 
parish in the diocese to hold the positions of 
Chief Brancardier which is held by Mike 
Donoghue 2003, 2004 & 2005. The position is 
now held by Margaret Blackwell and the 
position of Chief llandmaid is held by Mairead 
O'Connor·. Also Team Leader positions held by 
Maurice Barrett and Sean O'Connor. 
Our pr·esent committee consists of Eddie 
llarty, Maurice Barrett, Sean O'Connor, James 
limergan, Lisa Ryan, Mruy Cosgrave and Mike 
Donoghue. 
We would like to iliank everybody that has 
supported us down the years and continues to 
do so. 

Pallasgreen GJ'OUJJ w ith pari.~lr candle 
Back Row Sta•uling L/11: Ann O'Dwyer·, Phil Regan, Ausnn White, Maurice 
llar·rett, Eddie Har·ty, John William Ryan, Caoiml1e Ryan, John O'DI'isco/1, 

Paddy O'Cormor, Johnny Kirby, Trish McCoruthy, Mike O'Donoghue, Bridget 
Houlihan, James Lonergan, Ina Kirby, Maidie and Tom OHalloran, Mairead 

O'C<mnor. 
Front Row L/R: Terry Fennessy, Margaret Blackwell, Cothy O'Dwyer, Janie 

D<'l!rt, Michael Hayes, Celia O'Brien and Seanie O'Connor. 

Aboue: L/R Sean O'Connor, 
Maurice Bnrr-ell~ l..isa l~yau, 

Mike O'Donoglwe, F.d<lie 
11ar·cy, Mar·y CO~!JI'CIUC, 

Jame.t; l.oncrgan. 

U:jt: L/R: Mairead O'Q)nnor, 
Mike O'Donoghuc, 

"-- "--' Margaret Blackwell 

Pallasgreen GAA Club 
Would like to thank a1l our Patrons for their ongoing support 

throughout the year. 
Lotto every Monday- Bingo every Wednesday 
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I.F.A. PALLASGREEN BRANCH 2014-2015 
By Da vid Thompson 

The Pallasgreen branch of the I.F.A. held its AGM on 
November 10th, 2014 in the Community Hall Pallasgrecn. 
Mad< Fennessy was elected chairman and John Leonard 
secretary. Mark told members that we had a bad spring 
weather-wise in 2014 but a good summer. IFA bad a 
protest in Dublin over the beef price as it was C350 per 
animal less than the price in the lTK and no reduction in 
the consumers' price here! The factories said they lost 
C21million due to the one day strike wbicb shows the 
massive profit they must make over a whole year! The milk 
price was 32-34cenl/litre on average. David Thompson, 
representing the executive discussed the budget, Tams, 
and the Water Quango and pointed out that Teagasc had 
suddenly put a disclaime1· on the back of their invoices 
which exempted them from any claim for wrong advice. 
He urged all farmers to join the wrext Alert" scheme to try 
and combat rural crime. 
Jack Cahill of Dairygold said the Co-op was 9% over quota 
this year against 2.6% last year. He pointed out the great 
improvement in milk quality supplier both in the protein, 
fat, lactose and somatic cell count. He said Dairygold were 
sorting out the Bard Bia Quality Assurance problems and 
discussed Dry Cow treatments and said 10% of supplic1-s 
had not signed the Co-op contract. 
2015 has been a dramatic year for dairy farmers with the 
ending of the Milk Quota restrictions, a high super-levy 
charge and the milk price plummeting from a high last 
year of about 37/38cent f litre to October's 24c/ litre. A 
13cent drop \\~th no drop in the consumer price! This is 
well below the true cost of production aided by Teagasc's 
insistence on promoting production costs which do not 
include a charge for the farmer's own labour, depreciation 
or bo1·1·owing! It is hoped that milk price will be more 
realistic next year. 

IFA negotiated a new Charter of Farmers' Rights which is 
a help but still leaves a long way to go. They produced a 
budget proposal document and a post budget report which 
shows the country is still run to produce a negative balance 
of 1.2% of GDP (the EU Fiscal Treaty agreement sets a 
target of debt: GOP ratio of 6o%! !). Despite the €1.5million 
give-away political budget, middle income families are still 
wo•·se off than in 2007. Agriculture positives included a 
self employment tax credit as a first step to align self 
employed tax credits with PAYE workers (at last) and a tax 
credit to encourage farm family transfers. More places in 
the agri-environmeotal scheme GLAS were announced but 
the conditions make the scheme of doubtful benefit for 
many. Reducing the VSC is welcome as is the abolition of 
the tax-free limit on forestry income. 

The horrendous level of rmal clime continues which now 
includes arson. The issue was raised by our member David 
Thompson on the Vincent B1·own 1V Show in Rathkeale in 
April, the "To-day" RTEl show, the TV3 News and 
continually on radio and in the press. We must make 
maximum use of the "Text Alert• scheme and highlight our 

plight with all public rcp•·escntatives who want our vote. 
We need more and bette•· equipped Gardai, a change in the 
law concerting bail, free legal aid, tagging and sentencing. 
We must not have to live in fear that is w•·ecking rural 
Ireland, whicb now has to have a "Lock Out" policy forced 
on us by bad Government- we arc the only country world
wide to stop police recruitment and we are suffering for it. 
We had only one National Demonstration this year on the 
·'Farm Income Crisis" outside the EU Office. The photo 
shows the Lime•·ick representatives with our signs, led by 
the Limerick County Chairman, Aiden Gleeson, supported 
by members includi ng, from Pallasgrccn, John Fennessy 
and David Thompson (who made up the dairy cow 
placard, the cow being drawn by John O'Dwyer of 
Garrison). Over 5,000 attended. 
The Mulcair Life project ended and is supposed to carry on 
to a lesser extent for the next 5 years. The County Council 
Environmental Section led by An ne Goggin, took a 
number of people representing agriculture, angling, and 
environment, together with some councillors to Tyrone in 
June on a study tour to investigate how the UK Rivers 
Tru~1 is improving 1·ive1· management with the help of 
involving stakeholders (instead of waving a red card!). 
This was followed by a course on "River Fly Monitoring" in 
October in Ardpatrick. Both were extremely interesting 
and informative and we hope it will be the start of us all 
working together on environmental issues to the 
advantage of all. Our member David Thompson attended 
both. 

The autumn weather has been kind with great growth, 
cows milking well and with good quality milk, it will help 
to cut costs of production. -Maybe as a result of this yem)s 
total eclipse ofthe sun on March 20th? Here is hoping the 
Winter will be kind too. We have plenty of fodder ready for 
feeding. We wish you all Good Farming for the future. 
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Mary Dillon 
Marie Greene 
Lou Ryan 
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Pallasgreen Ladies Club 
magic on two of our ladies!! 

Our club is in existence 3 years. We currently have 25 
members. We meet on the 3rd Monday night of each 
month in the community centre. It is a social evening with 
a chat and a cup of tea. Some months we have a guest 
speaker or a demonstt·ation. So fat· this year we had 
Lorraine from "Le Maison De Cu rio" speaking on all 
aspects of accessorizing and styling for that special 
occasion. Siobhan Delaney, Nutritionist and life coach 
from Tipperary attended our meeting and spoke about 
healthy lifestyles. Mary Kiely, a beautician performed her 

We got involved in numerous fundraising events. We 
helped with a coffee morning to raise funds for Life in the 
Spirit seminar and we also collected items for Adapt 
House. Each member filled a shoe box for the Christmas 
Team Hope Shoe Box Appeal. 
Last J une we had an amazing day out in Waterford. We 
visited Waterford Crystal Factory and after a spot of 
shopping we enjoyed a leisurely stroll around the ga rdens 
of Mount Congreve House in Kilmeaden. We finished our 
day \vith a beautiful meal in Hotel Minella in Clonmel. 
For our Christmas night out we had a party in the hall in 
the church grounds. Over all we had a very enjoyable year. 
New members, always welcome. 

V R: Mar·y Weatherhead, Annette Delaney, Breda O'Dwyer, Mar·y Kennedy, Kitty Franklin, Phil Kennedy, Breda Deere, Marie 
Gr·eene, Breda O'Dwyer, Br·eda O'Connor, i\llary Dillon, Catlrleen Fitzger·ald, Kay Kennedy, Mary Breen, Joan McCarthy, Helen 

Gleeson, l.ou Ryan, Mar·y Hayes, Mar·garec Ryan, Car·mel O'Kee.ffe. 

John O'Connor & Sons 
Building & Plant Hire Contractors 

Moymore, Pallasgreen, Co. Limerick. 
Tel. 061 384233 Fax: 061 384950 Mobile: 086 2583222 

Builders of Quality Homes 
Houses - Extensions - Renovations - Repairs 
First Class Wol'kmanship 

General Plant Hire 
Diggers- Tractol's - Trailers - Vacuum Tanks 
Haurly or Contract Rates 
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Barna N.S - 2015 
It has been a vety busy and happy year at Barna NS with 
many great memories and achievements. Barna school 
were the 2014 East Limerck Schools 7-a-sicle Cumann na 
mBunscol winners fot· a second year running and worthy 
finalists this October 2015 in the Gaelic Grounds, 
Limerick. Over 20 pupils from 3rd- 6th class train evety 
week after school from 3-4pm and theil· dedication and 
commitment has seen Barna NS as strong contestants in 
both the football and hurling finals these past few years. 
October also saw the pupils busy in the school garden 
planting an array of spring flowers including daffodils, 
tulips, crocuses, snowdrops and hyacinths. It was nicely 
completed with a lovely sign made by 6th class pupil 
Killian Lee- Barrett bearing the inscription " School 
Garden". 
After returning from the Halloween midterm break, our 
attention soon turned to preparing for the Christmas 
Concert .. Such was its popularity this year that the children 
took to the stage for two nights! The ,Junior classes 
performed "The bossy King" and the Senior classes 
perforn1ed "Angels Up High". And, Christmas wouldn't be 
Christmas without the Panto! This year again, the pupils 
went to the Christmas Panto "Jack and the Beanstalk", in 
the University Concert HaJJ, Limerick, which was great 
fun. 
As patt of Catholic schools week in January, we celebrated 
Grandparents' Day. The pupils invited their gt·andparents 
to join them for an afternoon in school. With the help of Fr 
Burns, our Grandparents' Day began "ith a prayer service 
which gave the pupils an oppottunity to thank God for the 
gift of grandparents and for the gift of faith they ill turn 
pass on to their grandchildren. The pupils made tea fo1· 
their grandparents accompanied with some homemade 
scones, cake and buns. The pupils gave a display of some 
Irish dancing, The walls of Limerick and Shoe the Donkey. 
Fr Burns called out the numbers for bingo with lots of fun 
prizes including a nice pair of cosy slippers !! 
Gt·andparents' Day has become a very special tradition in 
Barna NS and one Grandparents and pupils look forward 
to every year. 
We bid farewell to Mrs Margaret Maher who retired from 
teaching in February 2015. Margaret came to Barna School 
in 2005 and taugbt Junior Infants her fi rst year and went 
into resource teaching the follo"~ ng year, where she 
remained until her retirement. Margaret was a valued 
member of staff and loved by pupils, staff and school 
community and we wish her every health and happiness 
on her retirement. 
The sth and 6th class pupils made their Confirmation on 
April 14th 2015 in St John the Baptist's Church, Nicker, 
celebrated by the new bishop of Cashel and Emly Diocese, 
Keiran 0 ' Reilly. Thanks to Fr Bums for all his wonderful 
help in preparing the pupils for their special day. 21 pupils 
from Barna NS made their con fumation. They are Melanie 
0' Sttllivan, Leah Kelly, A.ine Looby, Luke Ryan, John 
Egan, Jack Ryan, Jamie Kennedy, Stephen Power, James 
Nih ill ,Cormac 0' Grady, Kara Hayes, Megan 0' Sullivan, 
Elizabeth 0' Grady, Mark Ryan, David Cuttin, Cian Lewis, 

Jeny Iooby, Killian Lee-Barrett, Tommy Finucane, Con or 
Fittgerald and Michael Franklin. 
School's Active week was one of great spott and activity. 
Each morning kicded off with "Wake Up-Shake Up", a five 
minute warm up before class 11~th some vety young and 
energetic instructors putting the teachers through their 
paces! The week included Golf, Swimming, Hurling, 
Soccer Tournament, Zumba, 2km walk aod cycle and 
Spotts Day. The week was rounded off with a ~~sit from 
James Ryan, Limerick Hurler, who presented the pupils 
with their Active School Week cettificates. 
The 2od class chi ldren made their First Holy Communion 
on Sunday 2nd May in Templebraden Church, celebrated 
by Fr Burns. It was a special day for Ellie Ryan, Niall 
McNamara, Edward Franklit), Jamie 0' Sullivan, Paul 0' 
Kane, Mark Looby and aU their families. 
The sth and 6th class pupils entered the "Decade of 
Centenaries" History compet ition. They chose two 
projects, local man Tom Brean (Bonuvee) and his Titanic 
story and Paddy Ryan, Hammer Throwing Olympian 
Medalist. 111e children worked vety hard on their research 
and presented the project with lots of photographs, 
articles, interviews etc. It was a very interesti11g and 
informative exercise and the children were inb·igued with 
the local histoty and ltistorical facts they came across. 
The end of the year brought the excitement of the school 
tours. The junior room spent a vety enjoyable day in 
Bunratty Castle, Folk Park and J umplanes (Delta) 
Limerick. The Senior Tour spent the clay in Trabolgan 
Activity Centre, Cork, where they enjoyed swimming, go
catting, zip-line and laser tag. 
The month of June also brought fantastic news for our 
Building! We had fmally received funding from the Dept of 
Education and Skills for a new school el\tension to replace 
old leaky prefabs which were in very bad concl.ition . We 
also were delighted to get funding to renovate ru1d update 
the original 1929 school building. The month of J uue saw 
evetything cleaned out. Books, desks, chairs, shelves, 
presses, computers, resources .. . everything was emptied 
out from the school and put into storage. It was a very 
strange feeling when the doors closed for the summer 
holidays on 19th June, and not as much as a pencil or a 
piece of paper left behind! Thanks to the many parents 
who came along with trailers, borseboxes and vans to 
transport the furniture and to the parents who have stored 
furniture in their sheds and garages until we return to ou.r 
new school next year. 
This September was a busy one as we settled into the 
Pallasgreen Community Hall whicl1 is home now for Barna 
NS until our school extens ion is completed. It is 
challenging in many ways but we are very grateful to have 
a space to call "school" for a couple of months. The children 
love the change of scenery and they especially love going to 
the GAA field evety day which we are thrilled to have the 
use of. We have been so lucky "~th the fine autumn this 
year, the pupils played in the field every day since we have 
returned to scl10ol! 
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On a beautiful October sunny morning we closed up the 
hall for the day and went to the bog, to the Ballyhoura 
Outdoor Classroom. Griston Bog, outside Ballylanders, is a 
raised bogland habitat with facilities especially designed to 
rater for outdoor activities in Science and Maths. We had 
a fabulous day outdoors learning about the how bogs were 
formed as a result of the Ice-Age. The pupils used a slt~an 
and they tested the depth of the bog with scopes. Various 
insect life was investigated under microscopes. They also 
learned about percentages and length while gathering data 
from the bog. Pupils learned about sphagnum moss, 
heathet· and othct· plants and animals which live in the 
bog. The younger classes patticularly enjoyed the bird 

/Jc,.,w NS Football Team 

/Jm·na NS pupils ............................ . 

watching. It was a very enjoyable learning experience in 
Griston Bog with lots of fresh air. 
We said fMewell to Mary O'Dwyer in September. Mary was 
our school secretary and the friendly voice at the end of the 
phone for 15 years and we wish her the very best ofluck in 
her new job. We welcomed our new secretary Jane Ryan, 
in October. 
Pupils are very excited about the 1916 commemoration 
events taking place throughout the school year. Pupils are 
alreadybusy with history projects, songs, stories, drama 
and Art to celebrate this important historical event. 
We look forward to another exciting school year at Barna 
NS. 

Bam a NS pupils at the Ballyhoura Outdoor Classroom. 

Barna NS pupils pracrise thei•· golf swings! 

James Ryan 
p•·e~enting certificates 
to the pupils of Berna 
NS. 
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8ama NS pupils at Gristan Bog. 

James McMahon 
Welding & Fabrication 

Automation - Gates & All Types of Steel Fabrication 

Coologue, Old Pallas, Co. Limerick. 

Tel. 061-384064 

Mobile: 

087-2255887 

Liam Butler Agri Contractor 
Templeb1•aden, Pallasgreen, Co. Limerick. 

"One Pass Baling System" 
Mowing, Turning, Raking, 

Dump Trailer Hire 
Contact: 

Liam @ 087 254 6881 
or 062 57423 
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Historical Societv Tour 
:13 members and friends of the Histo•·ical Society set off on 
I heir annual Summer tour on 11/7 {15. The first stop was 
Clonmacnoise in Co. Offaly. After a quick visit to the cafe 
we joined our young, entertaining guide who pointed out 
the relevant details of most features on the site. ln contrast 
to other Summer outings we were glad of our jackets and 
o·oats as a cold "~nd blew up from I he Shannon! 'We had a 
little time to explore after the tour and some of us ventured 
down to the Nun's chapel and found the ruins of a church 
with yet again beautifully carved details. The history of 
Clonmacnoise is very detailed and one oould stray off in 
many different directions. Thus, the following is just a 
summary of what we saw. 
This monastery was founded in 548 by St. Ciaran the son 
of a master craftsman. Sadly he did not live long after the 
foundation bt1t his work attracts visitors from all over the 
world today. The location of Conmacnoise at the 
nossroads of the river Shannon (flo,ving Notth South) and 
the Eiscil· Riada (f101ving ~:ast West) helped it to become 
:111 important centre of religion, learning, craftsmanship 
and trade. It is difticult to imagine what Clomnacnoise was 
once like when one tll'rives at this serene spot and sees tbe 
stone ruins from different stages in the life of the 
monastery. Many of the bu il ding have not survived as they 
were made of wood. The stone buildings which have 
su rvived we•·e built at different times. However the 
monastery was a very busy place which not only suppo1ted 
the monks but also the lay people who worked in the 
monastery. The sources of information about U1e ltisto•y 
of Clonmacnoise come from: 

The Annals 
The ancient books about the lives of Ciaran, 
The ruins of the monastery and 
The objects that were made in the monastery. 

The site includes the ruins of a cathedral, seven churches 
(lOth -13th century), two round towers, three high crosses 
and the largest collection of Early Christian grave slabs in 
Western Europe. The original high crosses and a selection 
of grave slabs are on display in the visitor centre. Some of 
I he most famous features are: 

Temple Ciaran 
l(adiocarbon dating of the mortar suggests it may date to 
the 8th/9th century. This is one of only six extant 
examples of the unique architectural type of the early Irish 
Shrine chapel. It is believed to be built ove•· the burial 
place of St. Cia ran. 

Cross of the Sc1·iptures 
In front of the cathedral is the famous High Cross known 
ns ''Flann's Cross" or Cross of the Scriptures which is dated 
to the fi•·st half of the 10th century. The distinctive ringed 
shape of the Clonmacnoise c•·osses is typical of ll'ish work. 
l'unctionally it supports the stability of the arms. Carvings 
on the cross depicting biblical scenes we•·e typical of 
Ireland and this cross displays scenes of the arrest and 

crucifixion of Jesus. The original cross is in the visitor 
centre. 

The Cathedral 
The Cathedral was built by Abbot Colman and the High 
King Flann mac Maeleachlainn and is recorded in Ute 
Annals in 909. The cathedral is the resting place of 
Toirdelbach Ua Conchobair, King of Connacht (buried in 
1156) and Ruaidhri Ua Conchobair last High King of 
Ireland who was interred in the sacristy in 1198. 
The West doorway is also l..'Ilown as the Whispering Arch. 
It is believed that monk would stand on one side of the 
doorway and the penitent on the other side. The penitent 
would whisper bis confession into the archway and only 
the monk would hear him. 
The cathedral was altered in the twelfth, thirteenth and 
fifteenth centmy. In the mid15th century the North 
Doorway was added. Above it from left to right one can 
clearly see the figures of St . Dominic, St. Patrick and St. 
Francis. This is indicative of the spread of the Franciscans 
and Dominicans to Ireland although neither order was 
p•·esent at Clonmacnoise itself. 

An inscription reads: 
DNS ODO DECANUS CLUAN ME FIERI FECIT 
indicating that a dean named Odo who died in 1461, 
commissioned the work. The cathed ral is the largest extant 
pre-Romanesque church in Ireland having a firm 
documentary date and patron. It is a fine example of royal 
patronage at an ecclesiastical site through stone 
architecture. 

O'Rourke's Rotmd Tower 
This is dated by annalistic evidence to1124. '11te Annals tell 
us that lightning struck it in 1135 and knocked its head off. 
The three top '~ndows were added after the lightning 
strike 

The N un's Ch urch 
This is not on the grounds of Clonmacnoise but down the 
road from the site. The path leading to the Nun's Church 
was the start of a Pilgrim's road. The standing 
Romanesque church was built around the year t 167. It was 
a place of retreat for several royal "~dows and daughters 
and of burial also, which is evident from the slabs here. 
The doorway into the nave and the archway into the 
chancel are beautifully carved. 

During his visit to Ireland in 1979, Pope John Paul 11 
visited Clonmacnoise. On returning to Rome he said; "I 
"~II never forget that place ... the ruins of the monastery 
and churches speak of the life that once pulsated there. 
Whole generations of Europe owe to them the light of the 
Gospel. These ruins are still charged with a grent mission. 
They still constitute a challenge." 
Some of us had visited Clonmacnoise before but it is a 
place to whicl1 we would return again as there is so much 
to leam and appreciate in this very special place. 
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Leaving Cloomacnoise we headed to Dartfield Horse 
Museum and Heritage Centre near Loughrea, Co. Galway, 
a venue suggested to us by Mike Kelly, Kelly Travel. Here 
we had lunch in the cafe, visited the horse nl\lseum, 
browsed in the gift and saddlery shop, and saw a 
demonstration of blacksmithing in the fully working forge 
by artist and blacksmith Stephen Quinn, an activity really 
enjoyed by the group. 
Dartfield is set on 350 acres of Co. Galway parkland and 
activities available iJtclude horse riding, walking trails, 
carriage rides, sheep dog trials, clay pigeon shooting and 
falconry clisplays. It has the only museum in the world 
dedicated to Irish horses, Connemara ponies and Irish 
dogs. The museum also features aspects of Irisb Country 
Life from 1800 - 1900. The museum is a pu rpose built 
facility and the '~sion of Irish horseman Wi!Ue Leahy who 
leads the Connemara Coast Trails and he is the largest 
breeder of Connemara ponies in the world. Will ie happily 
chatted to the group and posed for photographs. 
June 2015 was the 150th anniversaty of the birth of 
William Butler Yeats and as the historical society were in 
east Galway a visit to Thoor Ballylee was a must. It was 
open for the first time in many years to celebrate the 

anniversmy of his birth. Thoor Ballylee was once the 
home of Nobel Ptize winner William Butler Yeats, he lived 
there from 1921-1929 \\~th his fam ily. He was inspired to 
write some of his finest poetry here making the tower his 
permanent symbol - "to go elsewhere is to leave beauty 
behind". Members of the society climbed the "winding 
stair" to the rooftop which offered stunning views of East 
Galway. Unfortunately time was against us and a planned 
~sit to Coole Park, once the home of Lady Gregory who co
founded the Abbey Theatre with W B Yeats and Edward 
Martyn was a rushed affair. Some of the members 
managed a quick dash to the Autograph Tree, while others 
bad a quick browse in the museum. W B Yeats, Sean 
O'casey, John !VIillington Synge, George Bema.rd Shaw 
and many other literaty greats carved their initials on the 
Autograph Tree, still standing today. 

References: 
The Monastic City of Clonmacnoisc and its Cull ural Landscape 
Candidate World Heritage Site (OPW) 
http:/ /vMw.heritageireland.ie 
vMw.megalithicireland.com 
/"~vw.sacred-destinations.com 
Exploring Histot·y 2 1985 Michael Ryan. 

L/1~: David 11wmpson, 
John O'Dwyer, Not·a 
Stokes, Joe Hand. Siobhtm English & Tom l~yan (W) 
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A report of a hurling and football tournament at New 
Pallas in The Celtic Times Newspaper 1887 

This long lost newspaper was the first periodical 
devoted to Gaelic Grunes and ran from the 1st 
January 1887 to January 1888. It was co-edited by 

Michael Cusack, Founder of the G.A.A. and A. Morrison a 
prominent Scots. businessman. The Cellic Times was used 
by Michael Cusack to support and encourage the playing of 
Irelands "native pastimes" and athletics, and to 
promulgate his views on the organisation and politics of 
the burgeoning G.A.A. Detailed reports of matches, 
athletic competitions and committee meetings at all levels 
are given in every issue. The Celtic Times also provides a 
fascinating portrayal of the various Nationalist 
Movements, which flourished in Ireland dur·ing the closing 
decades of the nineteenth century. Weekly coverage is 
given to means of developing indigenous r·esour·ces, 
establishing new industries and fostering good labour 
r·elations. Cusack also wrote passionately about Irish 
literature, music and history, and the Irish language. 

The pages of Tire Celtic Times reflect the pride and energy 
of an emerging nation rediscovering its own cultural 
history. 

REPORT BY THE CELTIC TIMES 
CORRESPONDENf 15TH OCTOBER 1887 
Thursday was a gala day in the annals of Gaelic AI h let ics in 
this little town and its environs, owing to a splendid 
football and hurling tournament got up by the managing 
committee of the New Pallas club, in which ten club~ from 
the surrounding dist ricts competed. The weather was 
most inviting, and, with the exception of a br·isk North
Easterly br·ee-ze, which in tum militated against one or 
other of the teams engaged, was all that could be desired. 
The field, kindly placed at the disposal of the committee by 
Mr. Dillon, was admirably adapted to the re<1uirements of 
the occasion and the very best order was preserved by the 
stewards, Messrs. T. :\llaher, M. Ryan, T. Ryan, :\1. 
Hourigan, J. Hogan, T. Raleigh and others. 
The patriotic Priests of the Parish, Rev. M. Ryan and Rev. 
J. O'Sullivan, whose names are synonymous with 
everyth ing that is good in the cause of religion and 
count ry, lent their presence to the meeting, and imparted 
to it a tone of good temper and har·mony which 
cl1aracterised its every proceeding, from the first toss of 
the ball until the last contingent left the field. Mr. Lundon, 
of Kiltcely, so long and so well known in nationa list circles, 
acted as referee, and, needless to say, gave his decisions 
"~th characteristic honesty and firnmess. The thronging 
multitudes from the counties of Limerick and Tipperary, 

with a good sprinkling of the fair sex in their midst, some 
genuine lovers of sport, some mere sight-seers, and others 
actuated by various motives, but all, I dare say, honourable 
ones, filled the grounds from u.oo to11.30am., and at 
12.ooo'c the two first teams toed the line, with clasped 
hands, presenting splendid specimens of our race in the 
persons of the. 

f'o.'EW PALlAS NO. 2. FOOTBALL CLUB V. THE 
CAPPAMORE FOOTBALL CLUB. 
Messrs. Cunningham, Gibbons, and Ryan acted as field 
and goal umpires for the home team and Messrs. W. Ryan, 
L. McGrath, and J. Ryan for I he Orppamores. 
The Cappamore men won the toss and on the ball being 
thrown up worked with gr·eat dctcr·mination, driving it 
close on the goal of their opponent~. The New Pallas men 
defended the goal with tact and cleverness, and soon 
forced the ball into Lhe Cappamore quar1ers; some close 
play then followed in favour of the Pallas men, when 
Master 1-Iarty scored the first point, followed up by 
another point for Pallas from the toe of Richard Ryan. At 
change of play the Cappamorcs, nothing daunted, struck 
out with a "~11, when Master T. McGrath drove the ball 
flying between the New Pallas point posts. The play again 
inclined in favour of the home club, when Casey skilfully 
scored a point, followed up quickly by another from the 
same man. Thenceforward the fortune of the Cappamorcs 
was in the ascendant, they scoring two more points against 
the New Pallas men. At call of time scores stood close 
enough - 4 points New Pallas; 3 points Cappamore. 

l\'E\1\'TOWN RANGERS V. CASTLETOWN 
DEFENDERS. 
The Rangers won the toss. Both teams when dashing out 
from the centre would remind a spectator of those heroes 
whose deeds have been chronicled by Ossian; for 
symmetry, acti"ity and strength they could defy any two 
and two score men in this Island. The Rangers, playing 
with a brisk breeze, soon forced the ball into the 
Castletown Ground. The biggest part of tile play for the 
first half hour kept close to the Castletown goal, the 
Rangers working with determination and the Castlctom1s 
defending witb that courage and tenacity of purpose which 
they so profusely displayed at the siege of Tim Quinlan's 
Castle. 

Master Corby scored 2 points fo•· the Rangers, followed by 
a 3rd from the hand of his brother; a Mr. Murphy, of the 
Defenders, by an unlucky hit scoring a forfeit. Jer 
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Quinlan, after his own active fashion, scored another 
J>Oint, and in two additional scrummages 2 points for the 
Rangers ended the first half hour. At change of play the 
Defenders soon drove the ball into the Newtown territory, 
and soon one of their men, young Anderson, drove it flying 
m·er the Rangers' pointman's head. The game for a 
quarter of an hour was gallantly contested, when one of 
the Defenders, through being pushed from the rere by a 
rush of both pmties, could not balance himself 
satisfactorily to kick the ball taken on the hop without 
running fom· steps towards opposite goal, when he gave it 
the toe to his heart's content. Some of his opponents cried 
out that it was foul, but, before the attention of the players 
could be concent1·a ted on it, after a few kicks, a Castletown 
man put out a goal. The Referee found himself in a 
position that tested his judgment, and one likely not to 
give satisfaction to both parties. After the decision was 
announced, the time was running late, and three other 
matches to be contested, so that both teams left the field, 
hut with no unpleasantness, apparently disposed to meet 
one another on a future day. Before the contretemps, 
score stood - For Rangers, 6 points 1 forfeit; for 
Defenders, 1 point. 

OOLA'67's V. K.t'iiOCKANE REPUBLICANS. 
In the twinkling of an eye, both the dashing teams stood 
forth, brimful of life and element and •·ejoicing in t heir 
Nationalist appellations. Messrs. O'Donnell, Ryan and 
l..ondregan did the field and goal umpiring for Oola; 
Messrs. W. Ryan, T. Ryan and D. Torpey, for the Knockane 
men, who, it may be remarked, are a young but very 
promising Club. The Republicans won the toss, and the 
first score to their credit was a forfeit from the toe of a '67, 
followed up by another of a similar nature. The ball was 
played a good deal in the vicinity of tbe Oola goal, but was 
almost invariably driven back with a vengeance by Mr. 
Daly, the "67 goalman. The Republicans made some 
splendid dashes, particularly O'Neill and Torpey, and, in 
the end, made 2 other points. At change of play the '67"s 
fo•·ced the ball into the Knockane ground, and soon scored 
a foreit. Phil Ryan, of the Cola's, soon scored a point, and 
another to the credit of the "67's closed the contest. 

BLACKBOY HURLERS V. PALLASGREAN 
PLUCKY-MEN 
The gem of the whole performance was the hurling match 
ne:<t fougbt out, with the best of humour and greatest 
determination, between the Blackboy hurlers and the 
Pallasgrean pluck-y-men. The annals of athletic sports 
would fail to record a sweeter contest without a single 
accident, the Blackboys scoring 4 points to the plucky
men's 1 point 1 forfeit - Messrs ,J. Conway, J. Grady and P. 
Kearney acting as umpires fo1· Blackboys; Messrs. J. Ryan, 
T. Raleigh and J . O'Brien for Pallas. 

DOON WEANLINGS V. NEW PALLAS NO. 1'S . 
Messrs. M. Doherty, J. Hayes, J. Moloney, being umpires 
for Weanlings; Messrs. J. Byrne, T. Ryan and T. McGrath 
for the No. 1'S . The Weanlings do not by any means look 
as having much in common with their appellation, but are 
a splendid PartY, full of life and vigour, and appearing 
fresh as daisies, from tbe exhilarating effects of their pure 
mountain air. They have up to this made e.xcellent record. 
The New Pallas No. 1 club are a youthful accession to the 
athletic ranks, and agile as the wild deer on the hillside. It 
was delightful to see the tumbling on both sides. 
Sometimes a New Pallas man would be made bite the dust, 
and the next moment a Doon man was hurled in the air 
with his legs flying after the fash ion of an acrobat. The 
evening was getting cold and both i>!lt'ties put on a spurt, 
yet not a single expression indicative of ill-temper crossed 
their lips. Two bully Weanlings came at both sides of 
Master Hourigan and turned him up, but in an instant 
Hourigan had a big Doon six-footer on his flat. 
The rings around in peals of encouragement, now shouted 
"bravo Doon", now, "well done New Pallas", so that, 
although the best order prevailed, it might be said that 
those outside the ropes were in spirit at least engaged in 
the contest. It was considered that at change of play the 
New Pallas men would be more fortunate, but it seemed 
otherwise to the fates. Nothing wou ld penetrate through 
the discipline of the Doons, although their goal was on 
dozens of times assailed by the Pallas men, but to no 
purpose. The Doons scored 1 goal:~ points (1 forfeit) to nil 
on the side of the New Pallasers. 

Compiled by Tom Ryan 

J "" 
JOHN McMAHON 
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A History of Castlegarde 
1588 to 1700 

Part4 

In Part 3 we posed the question of who 
got Castlegarde after 1588. 

Following the fail me of the Desmond 
Rebellion and its crushing defeat in 
1583 the lands owned by the former 
Earl of Desmond and his supporters 
were attained by the crown. The 
process of their distribution thereafter 
seems to have been slow and elongated 
as the records show that the estate at 
Castlegarde was not distributed until 
1589. 

force to be reckoned with as the anals 
record their mustering of armies up to 
20,000 men, a feat not matched by 
several countries at the time, let alone 
one noble family. 
Furthermore to add to Brian "Bouy" 
O'Briens concerns the previous one 
hundred years had been ones of 
turmoil for any crown subject, the 
Wars of the Roses were followed by 
the reformation under Henry, the 
coun ter refo rmation under his 
daughter Queen Mary, and the 
reversal of Mary's policy under Queen 
Elizabeth. It was a time where even 
Kings and Queens feared strongly for 
the security of t11eir thrones, and given 
the level of rebellion in both England 
and Ireland these fears were not 
unfounded. 

We cannot tell for certain if at this time 
Castelgarde was attained from the Earl 
of Desmond or from their supporter 
Brian "Bouy" O'B1ien. What is certain 
is that Brian "Bouy" O'Brien was at 
least the ma in tencnt in charge of 
Castlegarde up to 1588, but that at this 
stage whatever part he had played in 
the rebeUion (perhaps from what we 
can assertain he just sat on the fence) 

Henry Boucllier· 5th Earl of Bath 
Additionally politics was filled with 
rebellion and intrigue, such as the 

the lands were attained from him and the Desmond estates 
in Co. Limerick. 
Sir Henry Sydney is mistakenly mentioned in some 
sources as being the "owner" of Castlegarde, however 
there is little to indicate that that he never owned the 
estate. He might have had some say over it on behalf of the 
crown prior to the peace following the first Desmond 
Rebellion (1573). 
We believe that it is most likely that as former Lord Deputy 
of Ireland and a member of the Queens Privy Council he 
did have some responsibility for oversight of John Perrot 
the Lord Deputy up to 1588 who was then replaced by Sir 
William FitzWilliam as Lord Deputy in 1588. 
ln the meantime Perrott through a series of intrigues 
found himself imprisoned in the Tower of London (where 
he later died). Following his imprisonment his Irish 
appointees to positions of power wet·e t·eplaced with hat·d 
line anti-gaelic crown representatives who were staunchly 
E.dwardian protestant, and hence we believe the reason for 
Brian "Bouy" O'Brian (who appears to have sat on the 
fecnce during the rebellion) being evicted from 
Castlegarde at the end of the attainment in 1589. 
It is difficult to blame Brian "Bouy" O'Brian for taldng little 
action either way during the Desmond Wars. On one side 
he owed his fama ily loyalty to tl1e Earl of Thomond who 
was the successor to the O'Brian Kingship of Thomond. 
The Earl of Tbomond in 1581 was Donogh O'Brian a 
staunch supporter of Elizabeth the 1st at whose court he 
was fostered at in England. On the other side Ills "masters" 
and overlords of Castlegarde were the Earls of Desmond, a 

Pilgramage of Grace in the North of 
England, Lady Jane Grey's rebellion and the plotting of 
Mary Queen of Scotts just to mention the major ones. 
There were many other plots and rebellious activities afoot 
that were so numerous they are merely mentions in the 
footnotes of history. So with all this going on, it was 
difficult for Brian "Bouy" O'Brien to aliagn himself with 
any one side for fear of his own life. 
During both the first and second Desmond rebellions a 
young English captain had distinguished himself in duty, 
mostly in the West of Ireland, at one stage even being 
captured by J ames FitzMaurice FitzGerald in 1573 and 
handed back when Essex met the Earl of Desmond near 
Waterford to make a truce. 
This captain Sir George Bouchier (knighted for his part in 
putting down the first rebellion) continued in Ireland after 
t11e rebellions ended and was elected to the old Irish 
Parl iment in 1585. Having again fought with va lour 
against the second Desmond Rebell ion he was then 
granted the lands of both Castlegarde and Lough Gur, and 
surrounding areas totalling in all 12,800 acres in Co. 
Limerick in 1589 following the appointment of Sir William 
FitzWiUiam as Lord Deputy of Ireland. 
Boucheir was in a good position to gain this land grant as 
he was of good English stock, the third son of 2nd Earl of 
Bath, and bad additionally proven his loyalty in tl1e field of 
battle. His profile wou ld fit well with the type of Estate 
owner desired by those pushing the Elizabethian 
plantations in Munster as he would have had no 
connections with the Irish tenants and therefore little 
empathy in replacing them. 
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Sir George Bouchier made a good marriage for himself 
"ith Martha Howard the granddaughter of the Duke of 
Norfolk. She had five sons three of whom died young, 
however Sir John Bouchier survived to inherit Castlegarde 
and other Lime1ick lands on the death of his father in 
•6os. 
Sir John Bouchier was knighted in 1610 and also seems to 
have come into the Manor of ClAre in Co. Antrim which 
added 7,000 acres to his estates. We are not certain if 
these lands were aquired by his father or by himself by 
means of reward from the crown. 
Sir John Bouchier died a young man in 1614 leaving his 
l·states in both Antrim and Co. Limerick (which included 
l'astlegarde) to his younger brother l lenry Boucbier (the 
last s urviving of five sons of George Bouchier and Martha 
I toward). 
tn 1637 Henry left Ireland and became one of the 
wealthiest and most powerful men in England as he 
inherited the Earldom of Bath from an heirless cousin. 
However he still held ownership of his l rish estates which 
were heavily involved in the Royalist cause during the 
turmoil of the years to come. 
l!enry Bouchicrs departure for England meant the 
begining of absenteeism of both him and his heirs from 
their hish estates. Therefore we know he would have 
appointed his senior agents as warders over thei•· 
management and defences (in ti mes of war). 
We know that Hemy Bailey (Bally, Baylee or Baillee in 
some documents) was the main tenant in charge and 
llouchier a,gent over both Castlcgarde and Lough Cur 
castles in 1659. An old document states "Henry Bally 
(Bayly or Bailey) and his son John Bally were the chief 
~entlemcnt administrators at 'Castle ne Guarde~ We are 

not sure if this Henry Bailey is one and the same or a son 
of Henry Bailey who defended Lough Cur castle as Warder 
against the I.rish confederacy during the seige of 1641 
when he was also responsible for holding Castlegarde for 
Royalist forces. 
llemy Bouchier himself was a staunch Royalist supporter 
and dming the English Civil War was captured and 
imprisoned in 1642 by l'arlimentarian forces for 
attempting to raise troops for the king. He was released a 
year later but immediately took up the royalist cause again 
and was appointed Lord Privy Seal by Charles the first. 
In 1638 he married Rachel Fane with whom he had no 
family. He died in 1654, out of favour with the 
Cromwellian government of the day. However he managed 
to hold his estates despite his royalist credentials but he 
was heavily taxed as a penalty for his loyalties to the King. 
111e Eal'ldom of Bath was left without an hei1· while his wife 
Rachel Fane remained countess dowdger of Bath. 
The historian James Green Barry (Cromwell ian 
Settlement of Limerick) noted that Henry Earl of 
Thomond held "Castle Garde" during the late 
Cromwellian/ Restoration period and its lands were not 
sequestered. Our research would indicate that this is not 
the case. Firstly we know that the land was still held within 
the Bouchier estates in 1668 and furthermore we can trace 
the ownership from then up to the present day. 
We believe that Jame Green Barry mistakenly took what 
was posibly a much wider admil1istrative mandate held by 
the Earl of Thomond for ownership over these lands. 
Henry the 7th Earl of '11lomond was a brother in law of 
Henry Cromwell and was entrusted "itb the govemship of 
Clare. Histroically O'Brian control would have extened 
across the shannon into much of Co. Limerick, and given 

Tinete1if{e 
National Scltool 
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accompanied by theit· 
teacher Marguet·ite 
Ryan Condon 
together with Hazel 
and David 111ompson. 
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his trusted family relationship with the defacto mler of 
Ireland Henry Cromwell it is possible his administrative 
mandate in Clare e:~-1ended much further. )1any of the old 
nobles would have been out of favour due to their staunch 
Royalist and or Confederate credentials, and it is possible 
that ns a trusted governor of Chu·e the Earl of Thomond 
was given a protective mandate over this area including 
Castlegarde. 
Rachel Fane on coming into her husbands estates became 
a great patron to her family. One of the major beneficiaries 
was her newphew Sir Henry Fane to whom she gifted her 
Irish estates including Castlegarde on his marrriage to 
Elizabeth in 1668. We know he kept Baileys on as tennants 
in ch31'ge and most likely as agents for his wider Irish 
estates in the area. 

In ou1· next article we will deal with some of the histoty or 
the Fanes and their sale of Castlegarde to whom we will 
reveal in Part 5-

By David Thompson und Dan Grace - with help 
fTo m J oseph Lennon 

*Footno te 
I, David Thompson, was bom and reared in this the oldest 
inhabited castle in Ireland. My wife 1-lazel and I wish 10 
share as custodians this unique hc,·itagc ca~il e with local 
historical and school J,;t'OliJ)S by organising visits for a 
donation to continue restoration work, to prevent 
Castlegarde joining the many ruins of such stmctures and 
allow it to be passed on to our son Peter and kept as a 
viable local heritage focus point. 

The Tineteriffe National School 4th class and pal'! of 5th 
class visited Castlegul'(lc in October 2015. 

SHANNON FURNITURE & CARPETS CO. LTD. 
30-31 Upper William Street, Limerick. Phone 061 413433 

50,000 Sq . .Ft. of Fumit:ure, Beds & Flooring a t Low-Low Prices 

Fantastic Bargains Available in Our Flooring Department 

50% OFF All Vinyl and Carpet Ends 

Transform your Ttome 011 a budget 

Immediate, Expert Fitting Available 

-Heavy Duty 6mm Wood Flooring from €6.95 sq. yard -
-Superb Quality Vinyl from €6.00 sq. yard -

- Industrial/ Heavy Duty Domestic Carpet from an unbelievable €4.50 sq. yard -
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A Century of Changes in Pallasgreen 
Part 3 

By Nora Stokes 

A TJ'ip Back In Time - 1911: 

I am back again this year with more fascinating 
infomwtion on townlands from An Grean and their 
occupants taken r,·om 1911 census. If you enjoyed my lri(> 
last ycm· fi'Om Glll'l'anmore through Sunville, Dromltll'a, 
BallyLuddy and 13rackylc all around to Knockballyfookccn 
taking in Mount CMherine on the way to Kilduff and back 
in to New Pallas then you will enjoy this trip even more as 
this year 1 have gone from Nicker all around to New Pallas 
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so please come with me on a trip back in time around some 
town lands in lovely Pallasgreen, where I travel from 
taking in Nicker to Bunavie and 1 continue on to Corelish 
East on one side and and Corelish West on the other side 
then on to Linfield taking in 13allyvoncen and Lisheen also 
taking in Dromeenboy and this brings me back to New 
Pallas, I hope you will enjoy tracing all these people and 
places in this piece as much as I did writing and 
researching it. 
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(Part 2B) 

I
n the first of three articles on the Apjohn family in 
Limerick, 1 we identified Thomas Apjohn who, after 
the Confederate War (1641-1651), acquired a piece of 

la11d named Got1alyne in the Parish of Greane ncar the 
village of Old Pallas. He had at least two sons, Will iam and 
Michael, who mruTied sisters, Catherine and Ch ristian 
Lysaght. In out· second a11icle (2014), we traced mucl1 of 
the family of Thomas' lirst son, William. In this a1·ticle we 
will complete this li ne of the family focusing on William of 
Sunglen's second son William Apjohn Jr. 

William Apjohn Jr. (second son of William of Sunglen) 

The second son of William of Sung! en, William Apjohn Jr. 
was born in 1712 and raised at Gortalyne, but after 1734 he 
divided his I imc between Sunglen in County Limerick and 
Kilestry in County Clare. He leased a dwelling or a few 
acres ofland in Kilestry and it seems that it is there that he 
raised his family. 

ln 1736, the following advertisement appeared in Puc's 
0CCUI'I'ences:2 

Whereas William Apjolm, Junr. of Sung/en in the 
County oj T.imerick, Gent. and William Apjoltn of 
the City of Limerick, Saddler·, stand charged with 
the Murder of Charles Hurley. Now these are to 
give Notice, to all Persons it may Concern, that we 
William Apjohn, Junr. and William ;!pjolm of 
Limerick, afor·esaicl Saddler, will stand ow· Trial 
for the said Offense, at the next General Assizes and 
General Gaol Delivery, to be held in St. Francis 
Abbey and for the said County of Limerick. Dated 
this 28th of Febr·um·y 1736, William Apjolm, Jwtr'., 
William Apjohn. 

Although nothing more is known of this "murder" or the 
subsequent trial, the advertisement most certainly was 
placed by William Apjohn J r., the son of William, and his 
2nd cousin from Limerick, the grandson of Michael and 
Christian Lysaght Apjohn.3 The following is one possible 
explanation. 

Although William's grandfather's name had been 
associated with Kilduff from at least 1709, there is no 
mention of Kilduff per se in the lands that William's father, 
William of Sunglen, possessed and passed on to his sons in 
1734. We know that the elder Apjohn of Sunglen 
bequeathed Knocknacrohy and Spittle to his son William 
Jr. and we will see below that Knocknacrohy and Spittle 
are older names for Sunglen.ln the Memorial of 1734, the 
elder William was living in Sunglen with his son William 
Jl'. and he seems to have passed the rest of h is life the1·e. 

In the Memorials of 1714 and 1734 in which are listed the 
lands which William of Kilduff purchased, a townland is 
mentioned by the name of Knockardanagh or 
Knockardamma. Tn a later Memorial between Michael 
Marshal Apjohn and Michael Smithwick dated 1798,4 the 
"lands of Knockardamia containing 27 acres" arc 

mentioned again. K.nockardamma was an older name for 
the tOMlland of Mount Catherine.5 Mount Catherine, 
which is partly in the l'arish of Creane and pa11ly in the 
Parish of Ballynaclogh, sits in the middle of and is entirely 
surrounded by the townland of Kilduff. Knockardamma 
was at one time a part of Kilduff and it is likely that when 
the elder William is denoted "William or Kilduff' it means 
that he was living at Knockardamma. 

It may be that the trial of William Apjohn Jr. and William 
Apjohn Sadler was the result of a duel in which Charles 
Hurley was killed, the cause of which may have been a 
dispute over Knockardamma or perhaps the size of 
Knockardamma. Originally, Kilduff was occupied by Sir 
Maurice Hurlv before the Williamite War. He was 

" 
retnO\'ed from it in 1653, but regained property there in 
t688. The Civil Survey of 1656 states that Kilduff was in 
the possession of Sir Maul'ice llurley before the 
Confederate War- "twelve acres excepted where Morrogh 
oge Me B11~1e or Pa llice is morgadgec for five pounds 
stcr ."6 Note that Morrogh ogc Me B1ync of l'all ice was the 
same man Thomas Apjohn had mo1·tgaged Gortalyne to 
before the war and was the source or his claim to Gortalyne 
after the war. In his will, Mau r·ice Hul'iy left his estate in 
Kilduff to his son William. Charles Hul'icy may have been 
a son or close relative of William. Twelve Irish acres in the 
Civil Survey are the equivalent to 19 English acres and 
Mount Catherine is listed as 27 English acres in later 
Memorials. We siiSpect there was a disagreement about 
Knockardamma or its size involving William Apjohn 's 
family and the family of William I Iurly that resulted in this 
duel and murder triat.7 
Nonetheless, the advertisement confirms that William 
Apjohn Sr. and William Apjohn Jr. were both living in 
Sunglen in 1736, and that a third Wil liam Apjohn, a 
saddler, was living in Limerick City. Sixteen years later in 
1752, we find a Memorial documen ting that William 
Apjohn of Pallas granted to William Apjohn, Sadler, of 
Limerick "the lands of Raheeny contu i ni nl\ twenty three 
acres."S William Apjohn Sadle1· is the son of Michael and 
Margaret Widenham Apjohn (sec furth~r thit·d article) and 
wa.~ born in 1723, was listed as a Frc!'man of Limerick City 
in L747, and died in 1759. 

In the 18th century, homicid~ wu~ n <·rillll' 1>unishable by 
death. In the case of dueling in whkh Clll<' 1>arty was killed, 
the charge against th ~ survivor wns always murder; 
however, several distinc·t io11N W<'H' llllltll' in law. Dueling 
"has always been treated ll<'<'tll'dilll(lll l'il'c'lllllStances, upon 
the principles applkublt• tn 111\htllll\, wounding, o•· 
homicide generally. 'l'lw I'<•Hult hnH ht•t'll 1 his:- If two 
persons qu!ll'l'elccl. n11d Itt II ' l'hu lh•nl\l'tl tlw other verbally 
or otherwise to fi14h 1, llt1• l'ltttlll'lllll •r l'r 11 111ll illt•d the offense 
of inciting to till' c'Citt lml••l• 111 ul lll'lluw .... If the duel was 
on a sudden fu ll inll"lll, Ill It•· l•<ltlii'N lt~u~;ht in hot blood 
and on lht' ~pol unci""' '''I ~lllo•d. th1• offt'IISC was only 
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manslaughter .... If the fatal duel took place when the 
p<u·ties were in cool blood, it was held to be murder ... 
though juries not unfrequently acquitted in such cases if 
they sympathized with the prisoncr."9 

lnc advertisement that appears in Puc's seems to be of the 
sort that seeks witnesses to the fight between the Apjohns 
and Charles Hurley, and this strongly suggests that the 
charge of murder there mentioned was based on a duel in 
wh ich Hurley was killed in "hot blood." If the encounter 
was in "hot blood," one would expect the verdict of the 
subsequent trial to be manslaughter and in such cases, the 
plisoner was simply released or sometimes fined. In the 
case of the Apjohns and Hurley, either party may have 
instigated the duel but, because Hurley was killed, the 
Apjllhns would have been cha rged. Because we hear· 
nothing subsequent to the advert isement, we conclude 
that the Apjohns were exonerated. 

In this case, note that William Apjohn Sadler would have 
been about 13 yem·s old at tbe time of the incident. "The 
only difference made by law between dueling and other 
cases of homicide is that the law is, if anything, more s trict 
as to accessories in dueling than in other cases. Not only is 
the second of the person who kills the other guilty of 
murder, but it has been held in modern times that the 
second of the man killed is a lso guil ty of murder." This 
suggests that Will iam AJ~iohn Sadler, even though he was 
on ly 13, may have been viewed as a second to the duel
even if he was only a bystander- and would ther·efore also 
ha,•e been charged with murder. Ill 

In a Memorial dated Apr 16, 1743, we learn of the 
upcoming marriage between William Apjohn and 
Elizabeth Lloyd, the sister of Thomas Lloyd and aunt of 
Rickard Lloyd mentioned above.1' The Apjohns, William's 
father WiUiam of Sungleo and his brother Michael, 
provided a marriage portion of £:400 and "Right Title and 
Interest in or to the towns and lands of Spillle [namely, 
Sunglen], Knochnncr·ohy, Knockanacoolnagrean." 

Will iam Apjohn J t•. voted in the election of 1768 and is 
lis ted there as a rreeholder in Sunglen and residing in 
Kilestry just outside the village of Killaloe in County 
Clare.l2 lie voted in the election of 1776 and is listed there 
as a rrecholder in Sunglen and residing in Drumbane.r3 
William and Elizabeth Lloyd Apjohn had at one son, 
William the Youngcr·1'1 (named al\er William's father) and 
a daughter Deborah (named after Wi11iam's mother). 

Deborah Apjohn O'Bl'ien (daughter of\Villia m 
Apjohn Jr.) 

In a Memorial dated Apr 1, 1769,15 'v\rt!Jiam Apjohn of 
Kilestry in the County of Cla re enters into an agreement 
with Timothy O'Brien of Boskill,just outside Caher·conlish , 
in the County of Limerick for the mamage of Deborah 
Apjohn, his daughter, to Bryan O'Biien. As a marriage 
portion, Timothy O'Brien provides "right title and interest 
in the lands of Cappenekedy in the Barony of Owney and 
the said county of Tipperary." However, "Tim O'Br·ien did 
covenan t ... t hat there then was and now is a suit 
depending ... with respect to the said land of 
Cappenekedy."l6 The rest of the Memorial deals with the 
two possibilities of Timothy O'Brien winning or losing bis 
Sll it. 

We "~II see below in a Memorial dated 1773 that Timothy 
and Deborah O'Brien acquired a lease from Deborah's 
father William Jr. for "part of Sunglen with the orcllM'cl 
thereon lying to the southwest of Pallace bounding 
Corelougheariddy containing by estimation forty six acres 
plantation measure: This lease becomes a part of the 
marriage agreement between Wi11iam Apjohn the 
Younger, Deborah's brother, and h is intended wife Joanna 
O'Brien, the s ister of Bryan O'Brien, and confirms that the 
lands of Knocknacrohy and Spittle, namely Sunglen, 
passed from William of Sunglen to his son William ,Jr. 

W illiam Apjohn t he Younger (son of William 
Apjohn ,Jr.) 

William Apjob n the Younger, son of William Apjohn J r., 
entered Trinity College on Jul8, 1767 (he would have been 
born ca. 1750 in Kilestry near Killaloc) and graduated in 
1770.11 He arrived at Trinity just three weeks after John 
Philpot Curran (1750-1817) who matriculated on Jun 16, 
!767 and also graduated 1770. The two young men became 
great friends and were admitted to Midd le Temple in 1773 
(Curran) and 1774 (Ai>john).IS 

John Curran's son wrote a biography of his father and in it 
William Apjohn is mentioned several times. "During a 
temporary absence of [William] Apjohn from college, a 
report reached his companions that he had died suddenly 
at his native Killa loe. l t was soon discovcr·cd to have been 
unfounded, upon which occasion, while the others 
congratulated him in prose, his more ambitious friend 
[Curran] addressed him in ... versos" and there follows a 
long panegyric, part of which follows.l9 

11te doleful tale around was spread: 
"Hast heard the news? Poor Apjolm's dead!"
"lmpossible!"- "Indeed it's truc-
1 Fe's dead-and so is Cosey too-
In Limer·ick this, and that Killaloe. 
As St. Paul says, ·we all must die!' 
I'm sorry for 't."- "Faith so 'm ! -
Extremely so- Butt ell me, pray, 
If you we1·e on the ice to-day? 
Ther·e was great skating there, they say-M 

•1 couldn't go for want of shoes-
In tr·uth I'm sorry for· the news-
And yet I knew and always said, 
When he got into his head 
That strange abstemious resolution, 
•rwould quite destroy his constitution. • 

When Rum01·, lo! with deafning sound, 
More gladsome tidings blows around, 
And bids her thousand tongues to tell, 
11wt Apjohn is a/iue and well! 

Although Curran treats the ice-skating accident lightly, 
there is a strong possibility that the effects of the accident 
on William were serious nnd long-term. 
Curran's son relates three additional episodes conceming 
William. The first involves Apjohn telling Curran, after 
Curran's first faltering attempt at public speaking, that 
while he will someday become a great barrister, oratory 
will never be his forte.20 The second r·elates to Curran's 
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on-going "melancholy" and describes a time after 
returning from a vacation in 1774 when he and Apjohn 
visited a coffee house in Temple Bar. The third episode 
concerns a visit to London in which the two young men 
arranged a private tour of Hampton Court. 
We fi nd a Mcmo1ial of an intended wedding dated Nov 7, 
1772,21 between William Apjohn of "Ballyna [Ballina] in 
the County of Tipperary" and J oanna O'Brien's father 
Timothy of Caherconlisb. William is identified as "William 
Apjohn the younger• and his father as "the said William 
Apjohn the elder [who] was then sei1.ed and possessed for 
the term of his natural life of...the Town and Lands of 
Knocknacroghy and Spittle otherwise Sunglen." 
Subsequently in the Memorial we learn that "William 
Apjohn late of Knicker in said County of Limerick Esquire 
deceased father of the sa id Will iam Apjohn the elder and 
likewise 1·eciting the said lands of Knocknacroghy and 
Spittle will on the death of the said William Apjohn the 
elder descend to and be invested in the said William 
Apjohn the younger." Referenced here are William Apjohn 
of Nicker, the grandfather, his son William Apjohn Jr. the 
elder who inherited Knocknacroghy and Spittle, and 
William Apjohn the younger who is to marry Joanna 
O'Brien after receiving a marriage portion of £8oo and 
who stands to inherit the lands of Knocknacroghy and 
Spittle from his father. Importantly, it tells us that William 
was living in BalliJJa, a village just across the Shannon 
from Killaloe. 

In a Memorial dated the following year on Sep 18, 1773,22 
we find that William Apjohn Jr., now of Caherconlisb, 
leased to Bryan O'Brien, his brother-in-law, "part of 
Sunglen with the orchard thereon lying to the southwest of 
Pallace bounding Corelougheariddy containing by 
estimation forty six acres plantation measure" for eighty 
years, the same land mentioned in the Memorial of the 
marriage of William's sister Deborah above. We learn abo 
that Bryan O'Brien is the son of Timothy O'Brien and that 
his wife's name is "Deborah O'Brien otherwise Apjohn." 
Bryan O'Brien, husband of Deborah Apjohn, and Joanna 
O'Brien, wife of William Apjohn Jr., were siblings, as were 
their spouses Deborah Apjohn and William Apjohn Jr. 

ln a Memorial dated Jan 26, 1775,23 William Apjohn of 
Middle Temple agrees to lease to Joshua Minnitt "all that 
piece of ground known by the name of Knocknacroghy" for 
a term of three lives. This lease became the matter of a law 
suit in 1797 when Ute Minnitt fam ily sued William's son, 
William, and Michael Marshall Apjohn, his 1st cousin. (See 
below.) 

In a Memorial dated J an 15, 1m,24 four years after their 
marriage, we find that all has not gone well with William 
and his wife Joanna. In this document we learn that 
William Apjohn the Younger of Farnane (Doon Parish) 
and Joanna Apjohn O'Brien, daughter of Timothy O'Brien, 
"did for the reasons therein particularly mentioned [no 
reasons are ach1ally listed in the document] by and with 
the consent of their friends mutually agree to live sepamtc 
and ap:ll't f•·om each other." The agreement stipulates t11at 
J oanna is to "receive out of that part of the lands of 
Sunglen othen\'ise Spittleland in the tenure and 
occupation of Bryan O'Brien [sec previous paragraph] 
Gentleman and the said land of Knocknecrohy for and 

during the term of the natural life of William Apjohn the 
elder, father of the said William Apjohn the younger• an 
income and that after the death of William the Elder, she 
is to receive additionally £40 per year for eight years. 
Lastly, we learn that there was a child and that if "William 
Apjohn the younger shal l die before the said William 
Apjohn the infant shall attain said age" of 21, then the 
child is to receive £300 per year until he reaches his 
majority. 

William the Younger died in 17842S in his early thirties, 
perhaps as the result of the on-going effects of the ice
skating accident while he was in school. His son was still a 
child and he is listed as "William Apjohn, Gentleman, 
Middle Temple," in the Index of Prerogative Wills fo1· the 
year 1791.26 Although he entered Middle Temple with his 
f1·i end Curran in 1775, unlike Curran he is never listed as 
having passed the bar.27 

William Apjohn the Younger and Joanna O'Brien had the 
one child-William. 

William Apjohn (son of William Apj ohn the 
Younger) 

William Apjohn, referred to as "the infant" above, was 
born between ca. 1772, probably at Kilestry or at 13allina. 
He attended Trinity ca. 1790 and while there bec:une close 
fl'iends ''~th William Brady, son of William Brady of 
Williamstadt (County Clare) and his wife Hal'l'icl nee 
Ful'llell. The elder William Brady died Sep 14, 1790 (his 
will was dated Apr 15, 1788 and was proved in P•·erogative 
Court Jul 13, 1791). The date of death of the elder Brady is 
important because his widow, Harriett Furncll Brady, 
married William Apjohn, the son of William Apjohn the 
Younger and a classmate of her son William Brady Jr., on 
Jan 1 1, 1792, within fourteen months of her husband's 
dea th.28 

The marriage of the young William Apjohn to a woma n at 
least twice his age attracted, as one wou ld expect, a certain 
amount of attention. The Enn is Chronicle observed that 
"William Apjohn esq of Pnllace [was married] to the 
agreeable widow Brady of Williamstadt in the county of 
Galway, possessed of a large jointure ;md a very 
considerable personal property. "29 Whil<' we do not know 
the rt:aclion of the Widow Brady's two sons to her 
marriage to a man and classmate their own age, we have 
considerable evidence that hc1· daughltw-in-law, Marga1·ct, 
the wife of William's school-chum Willlnm Brady Jr., took 
a dim view (see below). 

Meanwhile, the lease of Knockunc'I'CiflhY to .Joshua Minn ilt 
by William's father in 1775 hc•c•auu• the· nlllll<'r of a law suit 
in 1797 in which William nncl M lrhnc•l Mnrshull Apjohn arc 
named as defendants suc·cl hv IIIJ'IIII~·rs of the Minniti 
family. We are not SUI'!' wl111t thc •nluM• ul tlw suit was, but 
the result was th111 on ll1•c• 1 J, 1'/11/. 'llwuuts llurroughs 
declared he will ''HI th11 I 111111 ul 'l'wo o'Clock in the 
Aften100n, in the ('hniiC'CII y ( 'luunill'lll, tll't up and sell by 
public Cnnl, to the• hlJ1h1••t 111111 lullt•NI Bidder, a ll the 
Defendants RiKhl, '1'111•• 11111 1 lull•11 ~~ ul, In nnd to all that 
and those the Tow1111 11u1l I uul "' "'t~nj.;lin, othenvise 
Spillle- l.ands, null lo.111>1 ~ 11.u 'uh~ utul nl•u the Lands of 
R:1hccny."W1 
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William Brady Jr. look possession ofWilliamstadt after his 
father's death, mal"l"icd Margaret Power Nov 16, !806,31 
and died in Aug 1817. The couple had an only daughter, 
Mary, who was born ca. 1808. The marriage may have 
been a troubled one for, sometime before his death, 
William re-wrote his will to exclude his wife Margaret and 
to leave his considerable fortune and holdings at 
Williamstadt exclusively to his daughter Mary, then a 
minor. His brother llen ry had predeceased him in t8o8 
and his mothet· had re-married (to William Apjohn), and it 
seems WiUiam's sole aim '"IS to protect his estate from 
coming into the control of his wife.32 The estate consisted 
of 1400 acres of property in County Galway and an 
addit ional 400 acres in County Clare. After the death of 
her· father·, Mar·y Brady received £150 jointure (a lien on 
about 40 acres) against the estate until she reach her 
majority when she would inherit the estate entire. 
Thereafter over the next four yea rs we can trace a 
somewhat sordid fami ly squabble over Mar-y's 
Guard ianship and the interim control of her fortune until 
she marry. It culminated in a Court case in 1821that pitted 
Mary's mother, Margaret, and her grandmother, Harriett 
llrady Apjohn, against one another in a flurry of charges 
and counter·-ch:u·ges, attacks, lies and deception.1~ 

Before the case came to trial, a number of affidavits were 
111cd with tbe Colll·t. 

• John BeaucharnJ> Brady, the uncle of William Brady 
Jr., brought suit for the Br.1dy family to recover the 
property in County Galway which had been ]>art of the 
estate inherited by the child Mary Brady. I lis case 
stated that "the Minor, who had been from infancy, a 
girl of delica te health, died some time since intestate 
and unmarried, as he heard and believes, and that 
thereupon, he be<:ame entitled, as Heir at Law to the 
l£.~tates." li e goes on to indicate that the child's death 
w<rs purposely concealed from him by the mother, 
Margaret Brady, and that in proof of the child's death, 
he notes that the mother never sought any 
maintenance for the child from the Court appointed 
Guardian, the child's grandmother, Harrieu Brady 
Apjohn. He is interested in acquiring the propert y in 
Galway as a ··n:mainder" to his brother. 

• In another uffidavit, Harriett Brady Apjohn, 
grandmother and Guardian of Mary Brady, indicates 
that Margaret Brady, the child's mother, had 
"cohabited with a person who was her solici tor and 
made away with much of the Minor's property." She 
refers to an or·der in March 1820 regarding whether 
Margaret Brady, the mother, should continue as 
Guardian of the child, and if not, the child should be 
sent to school. A subsequent report on May 6, 1820, 
found that Margaret Brady was unfit to be Guardian of 
her daughter and that Haniett Apjohn should be 
appointed Guar·dian instead. She goes on to indicate 
that Margaret Brady put her daughter in Miss 
l~~ngston's school on Jan 27, 1820, and then withdrew 
her on Mar 4, 1820, and that since that time no 
account had been had of the child. Harriett indicates 
that she made a trip to Kerry in order to determine the 

whereabouts of the child and was frustrated in the 
attempt when she found Margaret Brady living in 
adultery with her solicitor and the house under guard. 

• Margaret Brady, in reply to Harriett Apjohn's 
accusation, totally and generally denies the allegations 
of an inappropriate relationship \\~th her solicitor and 
insists that the child is alive and in good healtl1. She 
indicates that she last saw the child on Jun 22, 1820, 
and that she is in debt for £400 for the child's 
maintenance. Margaret Brady's solicitor also filed an 
affidavit denying all charges. 

Thereafter followed the case introduced as "Brady, v. 
Brady and in the Matter of Mary Brady, a Minor" on Julu, 
1821, and is titled in the record: "CATilOLLC GUARDIANS 
OF PROTESTANT MINORS. A FEMALE WARD OF THE 
COURT, CONCEALED FOR SEVEN YEARS BY HER 
MOTH"R FROM TilE COURT AND HER RELATIONS." 
Margaret Brady's solicitor, Mr. Saurin, begins by 
indicating to the court that he does not represent the child 
Mary Brady, but rather her mother Margaret Brady, and 
that '"he had been the most intimate friend" of William 
Brady, Margaret's hiiSband and Mary's father. The Lord 
Chancellor, with a none too subtle reference to Margaret's 
reputation, replies "Probably, Sir, that was a most 
unfot·tunate th ing for him." 
The Lord Chancellor proceeds to order that the child must 
be produced in court within a week. Mr. Saurin makes a 
motion to set aside Mrs. Apjoho as Guardian of the child 
because Mary Brady is a Protestant, as was her father, and 
that Mrs. Apjohn is a Catholic. The L<wd Chancellor 
replies: " ! don't trouble myself with the religion of 
parties-any one of good religious feelings would be 
sufficient for me."34 Mr. Saurin continues to make his case 
that the Penal Laws forbid Catholics from being Guardians 
for Protestants. Once again the Lord ChaJlcellor replies: 
"Het· religion is no object of favor, or the contrruy to me. 
llut if l orn bound to choose a place for the Minor, I would 
certainly trust her with any one sooner than allow her to 
remain in a house little short of a brothel according to 
some of those affidavits.· Stating that be sees "much of the 
evil here has arisen from a Master [Margaret] having been 
appointed Guardian of the fottune of a Minor," he states 
that he shall consider for a few days the order he will 
make. 
Jul 15, 1821: The Lord Chancellor, in rendering his 
decision, notes that Margaret Brady had in the last few 
days appealed to an unnamed person, a friend of his, to 
influence him in his decision. He notes that Margaret 
complained that she "may be kept in Gaol for life" because 
of the debts she has accrued supporting th.e child. The 
Lord Chancellor, warning her "not to trifle with the Court," 
instructs her to produce the child forthwith or to send her 
to Miss Langton's school within two or three days. 

Jul 22, 1821: Appeal"ing in Court were Ma r·garet Brady, 
her solicitor, and the child Mary Brady. Mr. Saurin began: 
"Allow me, my Lord, to commit to your noble patronage 
the person of the Minor, and T am sorry circumstances 
prevented me bringing her before. I implore your 
Lordship's powerful protection for her, to save her from 
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Mrs. Apjohn ." At this point, Mm·y Brady made an appeal to 
the Court: "My Lord, I implore your Lordship's protection 
to save me from Mrs. Apjohn, or from being obliged to live 
with her. I would prefer a ny fate, o r suffering any 
punishment, to Jiving with her or her husband; as my poor 
mother is under difficulties, I wish to live with Miss 
Langton, who treated me with much kindness and 
affection wheo I was with her." This was followed by some 
discussion regarding the appropriateness of the child 
appearing in Court at all and the Lord Chancellor decided 
to retire to his chambers where he heard further testimony 
from Mr. Saurin, Mary and Margaret Brady. As a result, he 
ordered that Mary should immediately be returned to Miss 
Langston's school. 

Aug s, 1821: The session began "~th the solicitor for Mrs. 
Apjohn, now that the child has been returned to school, 
stating that Harriett should receive compensation for her 
costs. This raises the issue of the inhetitancc of the Brady 
estate and who controls it. The Lord Chancellor continues: 
"I much regret the feuds that have been in this family; I 
can, however, only look at the interest of the minor, but I 
will give my opinion to Mrs. [Mar·garet) Brady. She should 
give up these title deeds, and if she continues to act as she 
has done lately, in conformity to the wishes of the Court, I 
shall not forget her relationship to the minor, and I will act 
forbearingly to her, but l must now get in those title 
deeds." Mr. Saurin then indicates that aspcrsiOilS have 
been made against his client's char·acter, that she has 
incun·ed debts, and that he himself borrowed £uoo 
against the estate. Nonetheless, the Lord Chancellor 
indicates that Mrs. Apjohn should gel her costs. 

A number of interesting facts appeal"in this record. First is 
that Harriet Brady Apjohn was a Catholic and was 
assumed, therefore, to be disqualified from the role of 
Guardianship for her granddaughter. It is likely that 
Harriett was a Catholic from birth and that her marriage to 
William Brady was a mixed one. Her religion seems to 
have been a major stumbling block for her daughter-in
law, Margaret, and may have been the source of some of 
the vituperation among the two. 

Second, we read the accusation that Margaret Brady was 
cohabitating with Mr. Saurin somewhere in County Kerry, 
that she had kidnapped her daughter, and that she was 
indicating to the public that Mary had died. It was this 
claim and Margaret's attempt to get her hands on her 
daughter's inheritance, the Williamstad t estate, that 
occasioned the Court case in the first place. In additional 
notes from A history of 1\1amgraney and Seariff Since 
Earliest Times, Gerard Madden notes that relatives of 
Mary eventually found her "on a backward mountain farm 
in Kerr-y feeding hens. "35 

In the end, neither Margaret nor Harr·iett gained control of 
the Mat-y's inheritance. On Nov 30, 1833, at an age of 25, 
Mat-y Brady married Dr. Francis Cornelius Samson and 
the Williamstadt Estate became part of his inheritance to 
his sons.36 

At the time of her· marriage to William Apjohn, Harriett 
was in possession "a large jointu•·e and a ve1-y considerable 
personal property"; however, as a result of the decision 

regarding her Guardianship, she probably lost everything. 
She and William were left to fend for themselves. Harriett 
died sometime before 1828. 

William, still a Protestant, entered a mixed marriage with 
a Mary Ryan ca. 1829 and had four children:37 1) Margaret 
in 1830, 2) Williant in 1832,38 3) Michael in 1834, and 4) 
Sarah in 1836. 

All four ehildren were baptized Catholic-Margaret at St. 
John's in Limerick and the remaining three in Toomaline 
in the Palish of Doon. It appears they all immigrated to 
Brisbane Australia before 1860. Michael and William were 
members of the Royallrish Constabulary and William was 
promoted to the rank of Chief Inspector of Police for 
Brisbane in 1869. He married Mary Elizabeth O'Brien 
from Ennis Co. Clare. Descendants of these families 
continue to reside in the Btisbanc area of Australia. 

,..-------., After William 

J 

marl"ied the mother 
of his classmate 
from Trinity, ther·e is 
no evidence that he 
ever completed his 
education . l lowevcr·, 
there are notices in 
Austra l ian 
news paper·s l'hat 
1·efer· to him as 
"Justice of the 
Peace.'' Wil liam's 
fathe1· had attended 
Midd le Temple and 
it certainly was from 
him that Wil liam 
acquired his 

William Apjohn born 13/7/1832. RIP interest, ;md 
Brisbane 01j 11j 1886 perhaps some 

training, in law. In Ireland as in England, "law 
enforcement authority was divided into a magistracy 
consisting of justices of the peace, sheriffs, constables and 
watchmen."39 The role of the JP was first to assist the trial 
judge and then to act locally "in apprehending ctiminals, 
carrying out court orders, preventing riots, and generally 
trying to preserve tbe peace. ·-10 The JP was usually a local 
man and he held a great deal of authority over his 
neighbors. Such men were required to be "freeholders," 
that is, men who "owned property worth at least ten 
pounds or, if Protestant, leaseholders of a minimum 
income of fifteen pounds per annum and fifteen years of 
conti nuous tenure" (p. 235). In William's day, this 
stipulation insured that Jl's would have been Protestant. 
Although Catholics were in essence baned fr·om the 
practice of the law, tbose married to Catholics were not. 

William is mentioned in the Doon Vestry l!ook as a Church 
Warden for the year·s 1797 and r8o1 in Kilmoylan wh ile he 
was marTied to Harriett (it's pl'()hahlt they moved their 
after tbei r marriage) and 18;10 i11 Fit·l(mvc while he was 
married to Mary .Rya n: 11 l it• is listed in the Tithe 
Applotment Survey of 1.1!26 ns li vi ng in Dark Island 
(Toomaline).42 William di1•d ,Jun 18, 11l:19: '"At Firgrove, 
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county Limerick, William Apjohn, Esq., formerly a 
magistrate for Limerick, Cla re and Tipperary.'·4J 
William's father had had a residence at Kilestry near 
Killaloe in Clare and he himself a residence in Drumbane 
near Ballina in Tipperary. However, it has been difficult to 
determine the location of Firgrove in County Limerick. At 
the time of his father's divorce in 1777, William was living 
in Farnane in Ooon, "a place abounding in alde1-s." 
Perhaps Firgrove is another name for Famane. It is 
apparent from the death notification that William 
perfonned his ,II' duties in all th ree oft he places he lived
Ki lestry in Clare, Orumbane in Tipperary and 
Firgrove/ Farnane in Limerick. 

Con clus io n 
In this a rticle, we've completed the fami ly line of Wi lliam 
and Catherine Lysaght Apjohn, primal"ily through their 
son William Apjohn of Sunglen and his two sons, Michael 
and William Apjohn Jr. We saw in our 2014 article that it 
was to his first son Michael that William ofSunglen left the 
majority of his estate, includ ing Linfield, <md saw how that 
estate passed down through the generations ending with 
Michael Marshall Lloyd Apjohn in the 19th Century. In the 
line of William's second son, William Jr., we saw the 
family grow in and amund Sunglen (Pallas Crean) and 
how that b ranch of the family eventually came to have ties 
in Cla•·e and Ti pperary. 
In the next and last article in this series, we will look at 
'111omas Apjohn's second son, Michael. Unlike his brother 
William, he did not inl1erit any land from his fathe r. 
Ilecause he received no inheritance, Michael bad to find 
his way in U1e world and he moved to Limerick and took up 
the saddler trade there. 
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situo.tcd immediately next to PaHis, in County Limerick. 

30 Dublin Gazette (Dublin, Ireland), D«cmber 16, 1797 • December 
19. 1?97· 

31 £n11is Chronical and Clore Aduertistr, Nov 2, t8o6: •on Sunday 
last William Brady ofWilliamstead Galway, to Miss Power 
dau~hter of the lute Edmond Po"·er ofWaterpark in the County 
E.sq." 
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32 We will see below that Margarefs reputation was not exactly 
pristine and William, a\\-ate of her procli,ities, may have opled to 
remove her from his ,,i]J btcau.w of that reputation. 

33 The following infom>ation is taken from 7?re Law Rerorder, 
Containing Reports of Cases cmd l'rocccdings in the Courts of 
Law and Equity at Dublin (Dublin: 1828), Vol. 1, pp. 472fT. The 
case was widely reported in 1he J>rcss- -sec Freemans Jounwl, 
Wednesday, August o6, 1828. 

34 '11u.! Chancellor in the case wns Si•· Antony Ha1t. In a piece 
api>Caring in 'l?re Stondar<f (London, England), Saturday, August 
30. 1828, Sir Anthony is roundly critic:i7.ed and eondemned for his 
tolerance of Catholieism when ht stu ted during the proeeedings 
rq;arding the Brady child • Mr. Saurin, sitting here as an Equity 
,Judge, I cannot administer justice in referenee to the religion of 
Parties!!!• 

35 A llistory ofThamgranry & Scorif!Since Earli•st Times, Ger 
Maddon (Tuamgraney: East Clare Heritage: 2000}, p. ]0. 

36 "J~reviously the residence of the Brady family, WilliarnstadlJ)tbSCd 
to Ur.Pmncis Sampson through mm·r·i:1ge in 1833. At the time of 
Griffith's Valuation it Wlts valued a l t ro rmd Sampson was lensing 
i1 from James Egan. Up to 1898 this house wou1d have been. in 
county Galway. The hou.se is still extant and occupied." Connacht 
and Munster Lar~ded Estate Da1<1lxrSe, NUl Galwoy: .. family
SamJl'l"n (Williamstadt}.-

37 Rootslreland.com, Baptisms and Birth Records: Apjohn. 
38 "He was the son of the bte William Apjohn,J.P .. ofToomlamine, 

Umeric.lt, Ireland, and arrived in Brisbane a few months before 
separation in 1859." Toowoomba Chronicle and Darling ()owns 
General Adverti.~er, Tue.~ay, No,•ember 2, 1886. 

39 • ,Judge, Jury, Mt\gistr·ute nnd Soldier: Rethinking Law and 
Aulhol'ity in L.1te Eightccnth .. Ccntury Ireland;' Kathleen S. 
Murphy, 1'he Amct'ioou Jow·twl o.f J.egaJ Histo1·y (Vol. XLIV: 
2000}, p. 233· 

40 Stephens, p. 240. This is the role that Michael Lloyd Apjohn filled 
during the Rebellion of 1798 and thereafter. 

41 Vesny Mt£ting Book$ of Doonfor 179010 18,11, Parish of Doon, 
County Limerick. 

42 'f'itlre Applotmenl Books, 18:?.1·.17. The National Arehi,·es of 
Ireland (Unficld: 1834). William appears to be leasing land frorn 
laurence Marshall, probably the grandson of the father of 
Margaret Marshall who m:\nied Michael Apjohn o(Sunglen. 

43 Precmans .Journol t76,'J· t9:14. Fri Jan L8 1839. 
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St. B Church, Te 
-the 1916 Connection 

The historic connection of Ballyneety with Patrick 
Sarsfield is widely acknowledged and celebrated in poetry, 
prose, song and on stage with regular commemorative 
events centered on Sat·sfield's Rock. The most recent of 
these occurred in 2013 - the Sarsfield 320 Festival when 
St. Brigid's church, beside Sarsfield's Rock in Ballyneety, 
hosted a Prayer and Reflective Service on 28th July 2013. 
The historic link with Sarsfield was exploited for 
fund raising purposes when the church was being built 
between 1881 and 1884 and the Sarsfield link endlll·es. 
It is also worth noting the significant link between St. 
Brigid's Church and one of the main names involved in the 
19l6 Rising. With the years of 1·emembrance and 
commemoration upon us - new and further information 
about the events of Easter 1916 are coming to light. The 
refurbishment of St. Brigid's church coincides with this 
and efforts to record its history and acknowledge the 
outstanding work undertaken in the t88o's (and later) are 
well advanced - the 1916link became apparent as a result. 

\ 

\ 

St. 8rigid's Clnwch, Templebr·aden. 

The high altar at Templebraden, ofCaen stone, was carved 
and erected by the Pearse and Sharp company of 
Brunswick Street in Dublin. James Pearse was father of 
Patrick and William Pearse - wbo were executed for their 
patt in the Easter Rising of 1916. It is not known whether 
either Pearse or Sharp '~sited Ballyneety to supervise the 
erection of the altar - their compatl)' employed up to so 
workmen at the time but we can be assured that James 

Pearse was involved in its design and carving. The Pearse 
brothers were certainly too young to have visited 
Ballyneety - Patrick Pearse was born on 10 November, 
1979; Will iam was born on 15th November 1881. 
Brunswick Street is now called Pearse Street after the two 
brothers. 

High Altar 

The altar, which cost about £300, is the work of Messrs. 
Pearse and Sharp, of Brunswick St. Dublin. Its width is 
about eight feet, while from the base to the top of the little 
spire is about fifteen feet. The whole thing is beautifully 
catved. The table is of white marble, carefully polished, 
and at either side of the tabernacle, but some distance 
from it, are cut representations of the Marriage Ceremony 
of Joseph and Mary, presided over by a Jewish Rabbi and 
the Flight into Egypt with the baby Jesus, and to the right 
and left and outside there again are figures of St. Patrick 
and St. Brigid standing out in bold relief. St. Joseph, who 
is also depicted in a stained glass window, behind the altar, 
is identifiable as he holds a white lily - a symbol associated 
with him. St. Joseph is t·ecognised in the U11 iversal Church 
as Protector. 
The front of the structure is suppotted by two pillars of 
coloured marble, while the rest is of Caen stone, which 
being cut into clear and distinct designs of a tasteful 
character, makes a very pretty whole. 
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Behveen the representations of the Marriage Ceremony 
and the Fli)lhl to Egypt are the figures of two angels 
gracefu lly posed, bending with looks of adoration to the 
crucifLx which surmounts the tabernacle. The cutting of 
the figures in the centre of the altar, sho"~ng the Savour 
being laid in the tomb, with his blessed Mother Ienning 
over l1im is finely executed. 

High Altar 
Taken as a whole, the altar, ''~th its furnishings, adds 
considerably to the many adornments of the church. 

Scrapbook, Rev. Michael Ryan; J>rojcct Repot·t, 
Miriam O'Dwyer 

Fligllr inro Egypt 

-
• 

Marriage Ceremony 

Altar • Sauiow· 

James Pearse 
James Pearse was born on 8 December 1839 in 
Bloomsbury, Middlesex, Greater London. 'When he was 

between the ages of seven and eight, the family moved to 
Birmingham and he is reputed up to his death to have 
spoken with a midlands or Lancashire accent. He had 
limited formal education and passed through a series of 
unsatisfactory jobs until he eventually found his niche as a 
sculptor's apprentice. 
James Pearse was brought to Dubl in from Birmingham by 
Charles William Harrison, circa 1860 to be fo1·eman of b is 
monumental sculpture workshop at 178 Great Brunswick 
Street. He would have had to be most discreet about his 
atheist '~ews when he finally settled in Ireland in the 
186os with his English wife, Emily Suzanna rox. They 
both converted to Catholicism, probably for business 
reasons. Emily died in 1876, leaving him a widower with 
h,·o young children, Mary Emily and James Vincent He 
married his second wife, Margaret Brady, the following 
year and set up home ovea· his pa·emises in 27 Ca·eat 
Brunswick (now Pca1·se) Street. They had four children: 
Patrick, Margaret Jl lary, Mary Brigid and William. 
In the early 1870s he formed a p~utnership with Patrick J. 
O'Neill. The partnership of O'Neill & Pearse, which hatl its 
workshop at 182 Great Bmnswick Street, was dissolved 
around 1875. Pe:u·se moved to new premises and, in about 
1878, took his foreman, Edmund Sharpe into partnershiJ>· 
This second partnership was dissolved in 1888, after 
which Pearse worked on his own. 
James Pearse, conducted his business from the basement, 
ground floor, and yard of 27 Great Brunswick Street. 
During the Pearse family's few years lh~ng there, some of 
the rooms in the three-storey-over-basement Ceo1-gian 
ten·aced brick house (dated circa 1820) were let to other 
tenDnts. 
Such W<ts the success of the busincs.~ that the Pearse family 
did not remain living in Pearse Street for long, moving 
after five years to a modest house in Sandyrnount in 1884. 
With his business expanding, James Pearse had to lease 
other J>ropertics at the back of No. 27 to facilitate the 
volume of work being done. By the time of his death in 
1900, his firn1 was employing the largest staff of stone 
carvers, cutters, polishers and rubbers in Ireland. 
After his death, the business was carried on for a few years 
under· the name JAMES PEARSE & SONS by his youngea· 
son, the sculptor William Pearse (1881-1916). with some 
help from his more famous elder son, Patrick Pearse 
(1879·1916). Both l'atrick and Williant were executed for 
thei1· part in the Easter Rising of J9J6. 

J(lmCs Pem· ... ·t~ 
(t8:J9 - 1900) 
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In its first few years under their 
stewardship, the company continued to 
prosper and to win major orders. 
However, despite Patrick's attention to the 
business, his workload for Conradh na 
Gaeilge, combined with Willie's studies 

James Pearse died suddenly on the 2nd 
September 1900 in Bim1ingham while on a 
visit to his brother and is buried in 
Glasnevin cemetery. He left an estate 
valued at £1,470-17S-6d. Pearse and Sons 
was wound up in 1910 and the capital was 
used to fund Patrick's school, St Enda's, 
which had •·ecently moved to new premises 
in Rathfamham. James Pearse's legacy to 
the school was not simply financial. His 
books formed the nucleus of the library, 

••• 
1
_, .,. and a depression in the bu ilding trade, saw 

the business go into decline. By 1910 

27..;.P-ca-r-se_S_t-re-e-t,-b-ir-·tl-,p-la""c""e"'of"'" Pearse and Sons was no more, being worth 
Patrick and Willie Pearse. only £soo on dissolution. Much of this 

while his cns ruvin&s and sculpL·ures joined the school's a•·t 
collection, and there are echoes of his father's educational 
experience in J>carsc's insistence that, in his school, boys 
would dcvclo1> indet>endent minds and a genuine love or 
lea rning. lie completely rejected the e.~am-focuscd rote 
lea rning that characterised his own educa tional 
expericnc:c, des1>ite the fact that he himself was a 
successful p1-oduct of that system. 
On his death, William and Patrick Pearse took over the 
running of the business. William was nineteen and 
studying at the Metropol itan School of Art and was later to 
travel to London and J>aris for fUlther training. Patrick was 
at this stage using the title ' Patrick H. Pearse, Sculptor' 
and the company's name had become ' Pearse and Sons.' 

TONY LOOBY 
Agricultural 
Contractor 

Atl yvrcga, Cullen, Co. Tipperary. 

Tel. 062 55365 

Mobile: 087 2604117 
For All Your Silage & Hay Baling 
Slurry Spreading & Hedge Cutting 

Requirements 

went to fund the Pearse's Irish language 
school, fit·stly in Cullenswood !louse and later in St. 
Enda's, Rathfarn ham, County Dublin . 

Note: Efforts to record the history of the beautiful 
structure and the wonderful people who ensured the 
const ruction, maintenance and operation of St. Brigid's 
Church over the years since 1881 arc well advanced: St. 
Brigid's Church, 1881 - 2016 - for completion in early 
2016. Any further information or insights would still be 
most welcome! 

Chris Ryan 
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I
n a year which has seen our Naval 
Service involved in humanitarian 
missions in the Mediterranean sea, 

and the Irish Army deployed to the 
Lebanon on peacekeeping duties, "~th 
the UN, it is, perhaps fitting to 
1·emember a young soldier, with strong 
family connections to Pallasgrean, who 
lost his life in the course of a United 
Nations humanitarian mission to the 
Congo, in 1961. 

Army life s uit ed Pat and he soon 
bef1·iended J ohn O'l\ilahony, who 
would later co-write, with Ralph 
Riegel, a book on Pat's life: "Missing in 
Action." Their training regime was 
undoubtedly tough, under platoon 
sergeant Sgt. John Cusack and 
Corporals Bill Sisk, .Joe Hunt and John 
StJohn, but it seemed to suit these two 
country lads. Init ial training involved 
drills and parade ground exercises, 
followed by weapons training, with the 
Lee-Enfield Mk TV rifle, which had 
served the defence forces well for half a 
century. 

Trooper Patrick Mullins was t he son of 
Catherine Mulli ns, nee Connolly. 
Catherine spent her eady years living in 
Templebraden, in the shadow of 
Sarsfield's Rock, before marrying Ned 
Mullins and moving to Kilbehenny, 
where her children grew up. As a 
young lad, Pat would have visited his 

1)·ooper· Pat Mullins 

John O'Mahony described Pat's 
attitude to army life; •... Pat was 
probably the most natural soldier 
amongst us. He always seemed to be 

cousins, in th is parish, and today, his immediate family in 
Kilbehenny and his relatives, in this area, the extended 
Rahilly and Connolly families, still cherish his memory. 
His father, Ked, had a farm in Boher, Kilbehenny, where 
he kept cows, some sheep, a few pigs and tilled a few fields 
of potatoes and turnips. Pat's b1·other, Denis, worked the 
farm with his father and, on leaving National School, Pat 
found work with a neighbouring farmer, Jack O'Brien. 
Born in November 1942, during the Emergency, Pat grew 
up in difficult economic times, in Ireland. Work was hard, 
even though he was well looked after by his employer and 
treated like one oft he family. 
However, Pat was a fine singer nnd loved music, dancing, 
hurling, football and the cinema and enjoyed every 
oppommity to engage in his favourite pastimes. Often a 
stage would be set up in Kilbehenny village, and if Pat and 
his family and friends weren't singing and dancing there, 
they could hear the music from thei r own house, in Bober, 
a short distance away. 
Having seen his older brother, Tom, leave farm labouring 
behind, to take up work in the local creamery, Pat started 
to think about impro,~ng his career prospects. Many of his 
generation were emigrating, at the time, but Pat turned l1is 
sights towards the army, which he fel t would offer him 
better pay, better prospects and a better lifestyle. He 
would have relished the idea that army life would bring a 
little excitement. 
Without telling his father, Pat set off for Collins' Barracks, 
Cork on 9th May, 1960, to enlist in the army. On realising 
that Pat was some months short of his eighteenth 
birthday, the recruiting staff contacted hls family. Pat's 
father, Ned, decided to allow Pat his choice, believing that 
if he was thwarted, he would go to England and join the 
army there instead. 

happy, it was impossible to faze and he took to army life 
like a duck to water ... " 
Having finished their initial six montl1s' training, Pat and 
John were delighted to be assigned to Fitzgerald Camp, 
Fcrmoy with the 1st Motor Squadron. Pat's family lived 
close by and pe1·iods of leave allowed him the opportunity 
to visit. This would have been particularly important 
when his father, Ned, died, in November 1960. The1·e w:1s, 
of course, the added attraction of training as dispatch 
riders, with Sgt Paddy Fraher, to handle some of the more 
exciting vehicles which the army possessed; armoured ca rs 
and motorbikes, which would certainly have appealed to 
the sense of adventu re of two young lads. John O'Mahony 
recalled; "We were having the time of our lives and being 
paid for it." 
In November 1960, news reached Ireland of the deaths of 
nine Irish soldiers, who had been killed in the Niemba 
ambush, in the Congo and it is likely that the possibility of 
being posted there, on peace-keeping duties, occurred to 
Pat. In the meantime, however, he continued to enjoy, in 
the army, some of the pastimes of his earlier years. lie 
played hurling for army teams and for l~ermoy, showing 
considerable talent and was always rcndy to entertain his 
fellow-soldiers with a ba r of a song. orr du ty he frequented 
the cinema and the dancehalls. 
In February 1961, the ancticipatcd call came, for 
volunteers for the next U.N. Mission tot he Congo. Pat, his 
friend John O'Mahony and many oth\'I'S responded with 
alacrity and enthusiasm. ll ow~v(•r·, iu I he midst of the 
excitement, it is intercstir1!\ to con t(•rr lplnt<' Pat's comment, 
remembered by J ohn, "It is nil ri)\ht to~;o out, but will we 
come back?" 
Pat was one of the hWIII) fh•· V()hllli<'<'I'S selected for the 
mission, with .John ll\'ill!l sdt-rtt·<IHI a slightly later stage 
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in the process. From February, four months of intensive 
train ing followed, preparing these young soldiers for the 
challenges which they would face in a completely different 
physical and political environment. 
The Belgian Congo had been granted independence from 
Belgium the previous year and tensions had run high from 
the handover. The colony's record of human rights had 
been abysmal and reforms had come too slowly and too 
late. Belgium had tried to hold on, for as long as possible, 
to the colony whose reserves of rubber, diamonds, copper, 
ut:U1ium, timber and ivoty greatly enriched he•· economy. 
The province of Katanga, was a particulal'ly dcsia·ablc 
possession, as rich deposits of minerals had been found 
there. While othct· colonial powers were making some 
preparations, in the twentieth century, to ease the 
transition to independence, Belgium completely 
disregarded the tribal rivalries and anomalous borders 
which could cause tension and strife, wben power would 
transfer to the native Congolese. Even when 
independence was promised to the Congo, it was 
preswncd that little would change and that wealth and 
power would remain in Belgian hands. Keedless to say, 
this pt·ovoked resentment and resistance among the 
Congolese, frightening Belgiltm into dramatically speeding 
up the process of t nmsferring power. 
At the ceremony fonnalising the handover of power, King 
Baudouin of Belgium had lauded the achievements of the 
colon ialregi me, totally ignoring the abuses of power which 
had taken place. Th is had provoked a furious response 
from newly elected Prime Minister, Patrice l.umumba, 
which ignited the political situation in the Congo, 
alienating Belgium from the Congolese. Having alienated 
Belgian business interests, Lumumba went on to alarm the 
U.S. by accepting assistance from the Soviet Union and 
named Mobutu, a cunning and ambitious rival, as chief of 
staff of the Congolese Army. Lumumba was blamed for 
the wave of violence and revenge attacks on Eumpeans by 
Congolese. With in six months, he had been assassinated 
and Katanga, supported by an influx of Belgian h·oops, and 
under the leadership ofTshombe, had separated from the 
rest of the Congo, threatening the economic viability of 
that newly independent country. Unrest in the Congo 
threatened to spill over into neighbouring countries. Prior 
to his death Lumumba had sought the help of the UN to 
help keep the peace. 
The first UN peacekeeping mission cost the lives of nine 
Irish soldiers, in the Niemba Arnbusb, carried out by the 
Baluba tribe. Valuable lessons had been learnt from the 
ambush, where Irish troops had to leave their vehicle 
when they encountered a madblock ncar the Luweyeye 
River, only to be surrounded, outnumbered and attacked 
by the Balubas. Before leaving for the Congo, Pat Mullins 
and his comrades received intensive training on removing 
such roadblocks. 
The troops left with great ceremony. Initially, there was a 
parade and blessing, at Collins' Barracks, and, after a stop 
off in Fermoy and an overnight stay at the Cunagh, a 
fmt hcr parade at Me Kee Barracks, reviewed hy Sean 
Lemass, Taoiseach, Frank Aiken, Minister for 
Foreighn/ FJdernal Affairs and Kevin Boland, Minister for 
Defence. 

As soon as the formalities were completed, this 
enthusiastic and proud group of the 35th Battalion, The 
Annoured Car Gmup, felt equal to the challenges of the 
comple.x and potentially dangerous mission ahead. 
A long and difficult flight lay ahead for the 634 men of the 
35th Battalion, most of whom suffered badly from air 
sickness, but their exhuberence and joi de vivre comes 
across from J ohn O'Mahony's description of their 
stopover at 'vVheelus Air Base, ou tside of Tripoli. Their 
enjoyment of unaccus tomed luxuries such as air 
condit ioning, a sel f-service canteen, foods such as 
hamburgers and french fr'ies, as well as the ready 
availability of second helpings was a far cry from army life 
in .Ireland, at the time. There was a sense of hope and 
freedom, excitement and anticipation, as these young 
men, set off with great idealism, on the adventure of their 
lives. O'Mahony's account makes poignant reading, in the 
knowledge that not all of these lads would live to see the 
journey home. 
Arriving in Kinshasa, the UN troops were taken by the 
exotic culture and the heat, but even though the area 
seemed quiet, and the Battalion whom they were replacing 
had had a relatively peaceful tour of duty, they noted the 
tension and the number of armed groups. Deployed to 
!Wzabeth,~lle, in the contentious province of Katanga, the 
35th Battalion engaged in a gruelling routine of drills, 
exercises, patrols and guard duty. When off duty, they 
could spend a few bout'S in Elizabethvi lle, enjoy a good 
meal, a few drinks or a trip to the cinema, or the swimming 
pool at the Lido Hotel. Tensions sometimes flared up, 
\vith different armed groups roaming the streets, however, 
and Irish troops were advised to go out in groups offour or 
more, for safety. 
i\·leanwhile, UN negotiations with the warring factions 
were dragging on, with little prospect of a resolution. Tt 
became policy to disarm, arrest and deport foreign 
mercenaries who were supporting the breakaway 
Katangan government. It was hoped that this would put 
an end to the secession of the Katangan pro,~nce and the 
threat of Ci,~l Wat· in the Congo. 
Trooper Pat Mullins as part of the Armou red Car Division, 
played a part in these operations, most notably moving 
against Katangan forces who were !tying to disrupt UN 
flights at Elizabethville Airport. UN troops, supported by 
two Ford armoured vehicles, surrounded and disarmed 
the Katangans, capturing a variety of weapons. On this 
occasion, Pat was manning the Vickers machine gun in one 
of the two armoured cars which drove out onto the 
runway to prevent a plane taking off. 
The comple.x political situation was increasingly making 
the Katangan soldiers view the Irish UN peacekeepers as a 
hostile force. Katangan propaganda suggested that the UN 
soldiers "~shed to oust Katangan fo,·ces and replace them 
with forces loyal to the Congolese government, who would 
exact vengeance on the Katangan state. Anti UN riots took 
place in Elizabethville, with soo you ng people, "Tl1e 
Katanga Youth" protesting outside the UN hospital and 
headquarters. Anti UN propaganda was constantly aired 
on Katangan radio and the UN now operated in a very 
uncomfortable situation, berated by all sides, i11 
Elizabethville. Tensions escalated, with Irish soldiers 
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being stoned, roadblocks being set up to disrupt UN 
patrols as well as UN buildings and vehicles being burnt. 
A UN detachment a Jadot ville was surrounded and cut off. 
Many business in the area t·efused to supply UN soldiers 
with fresh food. 
Against this background, the UN put in place Operation 
Morthor, to seize control of the centre of Katangan power 
and pressurise Tshombe into re-integrating the province 
of Katanga -.;th the rest of the Congo. 
As tensions rose, Pat Mullins and the Armoured Car Group 
of the 35th Battalion would be heavily involved in 
escorting troop movements in the at·ea around 
Elizabethville and in ensuring tha t supplies or 
reinforcements reached outposts such as Jadotv;llc, which 
were in becoming cut off from Elizabethville and were 
beginning to come under severe pressure. 
In anticipation of the action to come, lrish soldiers would 
have known that, if attacked, they would be at a 
disadvantage, both in terms of numbers and equipment. 
The Jlord AFV was designed for use in the Congo, as the 
other armoured veb icles at the disposal of the Irish 
Defence Forces were not considered suitable for the 
conditions. The Ford AFV was based on the chassis of 
Ford trucks and used the Ford V8 engine. It had a 
specially constructed armoured body placed on top. The 
armoured body was constructed using boiler plate from 
the Liffey Docklands and its ability to pt·otect the 
occupants was suspect. Even rounds from a Lee Enfield 
rifle could take pieces from the outside surface or dislodge 
pieces from the inside. If fired on by heavier artillery, the 
armour plating was highly unlikely to protect the 
occupants of the vehicle. The AFV was fitted with a turret 
which could rotate through 360 degrees, but had to be 
turned using both hands. This meant that the Vickers gun 
on board, a good weapon in itself, and one with which 
most Irish soldiers of the time were extremely familiar, 
could not be fired while the turret was being rotated. The 
Vickers gun, capable of 1>rolonged use, if cooled properly, 
could not be cooled inside the AFV, so the gunner had to 
use short targeted bursts of fire, or the gun would be 
disabled. Pat Mulli.ns would have been keenly aware of the 
shortcomit~gs of !tis armoured vehicle. llis official title 
was gunner-driver. His main task would have been to man 
the Vickers gun, while he would also have been capable of 
handling the Ford AFV. Handling the vehicle would have 
required a degree of skill, as it was top heavy and had a 
high centre of gravity, making it slightly unstable, in 
certain conditions. It was a rear wheel dl'ive vehicle, based 
on the truck chassis, which meant that it struggled off
t·oad. Its V8 engine meant that it had a t·esonable agility 
for such a heavy vehicle, with a maximum speed of 40mph. 
Eleven of these vehicles were in use in the Congo at the 
time. Among the vehicles available to Katangan forces, 
growing increasingly more hostile to the UN soldiers, were 
Staghound armoured cars, with a stronger Smm of frontal 
at·mour and far greater fire power. 
On 13th Septembet·, Operation Morthor was in itiated by 
UN forces. One incident of U1e operation caused even 
greater hostility towards the (J)j, Indian troops had been 
tasked \\~th dislodging Katangan forces from the Radio 
Katanga building and holding it for the UN, to deny 

Tshombe's regime access to the ainvaves. The Indian 
soldiers, in carryi11g out their orders, allegedly caused the 
deaths of twenty five soldiers holding the building. This 
caused many to hate UN troops, regardless of U1eir 
nationality. 
By the following evening, 14th Septembet·, conccms were 
growing, among Irish UN troops for the fate of their 
colleagues at two outposts, Jadotville and the Radio 
College. The 35th Battalion urgenUy needed information 
as to the status of their men and had two armoured 
veh icles at their disposal, to send on a reconnaisance 
mission. One was a Fot·d AFV, witb Vicket·s machine gun 
and another was an open topped Scout vehicle with a 
Browning gun. Any action undertaken by these two 
vehicles would be further threatened by the Katangans' 
use of an anti-tank gun. These vehicles had been in 
continuous use throughout the day and their crew were 
relieved by Pat Mullins and his colleagues. A convoy was 
dispatched to find out the fate of the Irish at the Radio 
College, as rumours were circulating that the ou tpost had 
been attacked and the Irish troops captured. The convoy 
included a Ford AFV, an open-topped Scout cat·, a jeep and 
a bus carrying armed troops. 
initially, Pat had been in the second car of the convoy, the 
open-topped Scout car, but was transferred to the Fot·d 
AFV, on the orders of Cmdt. Cahalane, who decided that 
having an experienced gunner for the Ford was essential, 
as it would be the first vehicle to encounter any hostile 
activity. Nearing the Radio College, the area was silent. 
There was no sign of any recent fighting, but it was a 
matter of concern that there were no locals in this 
residential area. As the Irish troops were taking stock of 
the situation, tryi ng to gel some sense of what had become 
of their comrades, based there, an exposion li t up the sky. 
Those inside the Ford AFV did not even sec the flash or 
have any warning of the anti-tank missile which had hit 
the Ford. The convoy had been ambushed by Katangan 
forces, lead by Denard, who had anticipated that a patrol 
would come to assist Irish troops posted at the Radio 
College. An almighty attack ensued on the convoy. The 
UN troops in the bus and jeep struggled out of their 
vehicles, to find some shelter. Inside the Ford AFV, S!,rt 
Cahalane was not fully conscious having been concussed 
in the attack. Sgt Carey noted that Tpr Pat Mullins and 
Corporal Nolan were lying on the floor, seeming to be 
seriously injured or dead. Attempting to leave the 
armoured vehicle, Sgt Carey was struck in the leg, but still 
tried to help his fallen comrades. He succeeded in helping 
Commandant Cahalane to the shelter of some nearby 
buildings. They were later captured and taken prisoner. 
The events of the next few hours were only pieced together 
more than a week after the horrific night of the ambush. 
The Ford AFV in which Pat Mullins had been travelling 
had not been recovered ft'Olll the ambush site, nor bad his 
body or that of COI'J>Oral Nolan. l.ot~l intelligence 
reported that an armoured vehicle had been found 
abandoned and pat'lially stuck in a ditch, on a road leading 
into the Aft·ican sector of Eli~abethvillc. This was a very 
unlikely route for the vdlidc to lmvt• tnkcn, moving away 
from safety. Empty 9m111 <'IIS<•s litt<•t·in); the scene showed 
that fierce fighting hnd IM'<' IIIJt·cl ;111d il wns determined 
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that this could not have come from the Vickers gun as the 
Ford AFV was in the ditch. A set of keys was found nearby, 
which John O'Mahony later identified as belonging to Pat 
Mullins. As the armoured car was removed from the 
scene, it was still unclear where the bodies of the two men 
lay and an exhaustive search of the area reYealed nothing. 
From the evidence of the scene, it became clear that one of 
the men had survived the missile strike at the ambush site 
and driven the Ford from the scene, in an attempt to save 
his comrade's life. 
A week la ter, afler· further investiga tion, intelligence 
sou rces revealed that one o r possibly two white UN troops 
had been bur·ied in the grounds of a convent. The g rim 
task of exhuming the remains r·evealed that this was the 
body of Corporal Nolan, but no trace could be found of Pat 
Mullins. It had been suggested that his body may have 
been taken by local tribesmen. No further information 
was unearthed at this time. 
Later in September r961, the Mullins family learned the 
sad news that Pat had been killed in an ambush, in the 
course of his duty and that his body was missing. For 
years, no further information was available to the family 
and it seemed that some media sources had forgotten that 
his body had never been recovered or returned to Ireland. 
However, in the J990's there were some signs that Pat's 
s tory might yet come to light. On 8th November· r998, at 
a special ceremony at Colli ns'Banacks, Dublin, one month 
before her death, Catherine was presented with t>at's 
Military Star Medal. This was the third medal awarded to 
Pat, in addition to the Congo Medal and the UN Peace 
Medal. Some years later, Pat had a room at the Curragh 
Camp named in his honour. In 2009, a special memor·ial 
plaque was unveiled outside the old Fitzgerald Camp 
chapel, in Fermoy, commemorating all UN members who 
had lost their lives on UN peacekeeping duties as well as 
those from Fitzgerald Camp, Fermoy, who had died while 
i n sen~ ce. 
In February 20 10, following four years of further· 
investiagt1 tion by the Defence Forces, the family finally 
gained some further insight into what may have taken 
place on tlw l fat eful nigh t when Pat was killed. The 
armoured vehicle wh ich had been found a week aller Pat's 
death and that of Cpl Nola n, allowed a number of 
deductions to be made. It was Jjkely that tbe vehicle had 
been driven away from the ambush site by either Pat 
l\lhtllins or Cpl M ick Nolan. It is thought most likely that it 
was Pat who drove, as Mick )lolan's injuries were such that 
would have made it virtually impossible for him to have 
done so. Furthermore, as Pat had not been briefed on the 
routes around Elizabeth,~lle, it would appear that he was 
unable to find his way back to camp in such dire conditions 
and strayed into unfriendly territory. There, the damage 
sustained by the Ford and the 9mm casings found at the 
scene, suggest that a prolonged exchange of fire took place, 
as Pat Lried to defend his gravely injured comrade. 
Sadly, thcr·e is little like lihood of Pat's remains ever· being 
located, or returned to Ireland for burial. Fifty years after· 
the day his patrol was ambushed, on 15th September 20ll, 
a memorial was unveiled to Pat's memory in the grounds 
of Kilbehenny Church, where he had attended Mass as a 
boy. 

Here will be remembered the young lad of tender years 
who showed such courage and humanity and made the 
ultimate sacrifice, in the service of others. Ar dheis De go 
raibh a anam. 

Sources 
Missing in Action- The so Year· Sear·chfor Ireland's 
Missing Soldier by Ralph Riegel and ,John O'Mahony, 
Mercier Press 2010 
Soldiers and Chiefs Exhibition - Collins' Barracks 
Museum 
rami ly recollections 

Siobhiln English 

Trooper Pat Mullins Memorial in the grounds of 
Kilbehenny Church. 
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PALLASGREEN I TEMPLEBRADEN 
HISTORICAL SOCim 

" Field Names " 
Project 

The Field Names 
Heritage Project: 

CELEBRATING 
20YEARS 

In last year's Grean magazine we set out our aims and 
objectives. A lot of exciting work has been done since then 
and a lot of ex-perience gained. Firstly we found the 3000 
fields I had mapped, numbered and coded had to be 
scrapped as the satellite maps from which we drew the 
fields were not the same as those provided by the 
Department of Agriculture to farmers for their single farm 
payment and it was found by some to be difficult to match 
the fields. We were offered help from Tus but the 
insurance prevents us from taking up the offer. 
In a February meeting of our Historical Society it was 
decided to go ahead with the pilot scheme, seek support 
both financial and in kind. Unfortunately unlike tl1e 
experience in County Meath their main source of funding 
"The Leader Group" had no funding FBD and many other 
supporters failed us. However the Heritage Council gave 
us a subscription towards our paper and printing costs, 
providing we submit a report by mid November and the 
Limerick City and County Council gave us the maps from 
which Jill McCormack drew out the townlands and David 
Thompson mapped, numbered and coded each field in 
each townland in each of the nine par·ishes which 
consisted of almost 8,ooo fields and produced a wallet 
with an area map, the map of the numbered fields in the 
townlands, a letter of authority with Heritage Council 
support and a survey form for each field. Mike O'Dwyer of 
"Fine Signs" made a wonderful sign for the launch 
meeting. Nora Stokes made drafts of all survey forms and 
designed the booklet to explain all the features; she also 
did all the typing for the project. 
We held several meetings to encour·age volunteers to help 
with the survey work - these proved disappointing so we 
attended the Doon Vintage Show, put articles into the local 
newspapers, went to our local Radio and limerick 95frn all 
with some success. We then had a launch in the 
Community Centre on the 16th June by John Walsh past 
chairman ofRallyhoura Leader Gr·oup. As promised in our 
article in the Heritage Council Brochure we held a 
PowerPoillt presentation (created by Nora Stokes) ill the 
Community Centre on the 27th of August, all this helped to 
get volunteers. Siobhan English put it up on Facebook. 
Now as I write this article all wallets must be returned by 
the weekend from all the volunteer·s, some who did 
tremendous work and special thanks must go to Pat Kelly 
who topped the list by su rveying 18 town lands followed by 
Siobhfm English, Jill McCormack, John Moloney, John 
O'Dwyer, Eddie O'Dea, Pat Blackwell and David 
Thompson who all surveyed over 5 town lands, others too 
numerous to name have completed 29 surveys to date. 

By David Thompson , Chairman 

Due to their hard work and commitment we have managed 
through volunteer wor·k to record the names of about ss% 
of today's fields and preserve many exciting interesting 
and imaginative stories and folklore and folklore which are 
been lost annually as those that know leave us. We have 
now preserved this part of our heritage - a wonderful 
achievement. 
In our report we will be showing lmder each civil par·ish 
and townland the number of fields mapped off the 
or·dinarwe survey 6 inch map, numbered and coded, the 
number of fields surveyed (many fields had been enlarged 
to form one out of two or three). The number recorded, 
the number of field names obtained and the number of 
fields with no name, the number of landowners in the 
townland and the number of folklore stories, and features 
such as trees, wells ccl. Anyone who knows of any 
information that we may not have should let us know and 
we can add it to our collection. 
This pilot project has succeeded in all its aims, firstly to 
raise awareness of our heritage throughout the area the 
ar·ca and in schools (Tineterriffe School completing one of 
the townland surveys). It has greatly enhanced the 
heritage points in our· landscape and r'CSOlll'ces recor·ded 
and documented what is left of knowledge of the past 
6,000 years ofland activity in the area, starting with forest 
then going to U1e small individual fields (high population) 
and now enlarging again. 

One Folklore Stot·y Reported 

1/oof ,,;,., of horse on Nickct·lli/1. 
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We are told that that Fionn leaped his from horse in Nicker 
Hill cleared Garrison and landed on a rock in Kilduff with 
the footprint remaining on t11e rock to this day. John 
O'Dwyer and David Thompson spent considerable time 
with a chainsaw and patience looking for the r·ock and to 
and behold they found it and took a photograph as proof ill 
field Lk24GRISGS, Kilduff Boundary ditch. 

An other Interest ing Story - The Furry Hill Field 

This field was code LK14/24DN13CG and it was named as 
it grew a great crop of fur·zc bushes from which the women 
picked the yellow flowers, put them in water and brought 
it to the boil and left it overnight they then added salt to 
retain the colour and then t11ey put sheep's wool ill it to 
soak overnight, from the resultant coloured wool they 
spun it and knitted bright coloured clothes which greatly 
enhanced thei r attraction to the male population! 
We found a number of Mass Rocks - a custom since 1695 
du r·ing the repression whe•·e people gathe•·ed for prayers. 
There were many lime Kilns. 

J.im~ Kiln 

Best Wishes to the Crean Magazine 
from 

The Red Deer 
Bar 

Pallas green 

Available for Parties 
& Social Occasions 

Tel: 087-4128689 

Th e Future 
The tremendous success of this project is due to trogan 
work by a few and support from many other·s in the area. 
We would like to extend this project to cover County 
Limerick as they did in County Meath and now County 
Louth and produce a book for our County Limerick. 
To do this we need help both financially and voluntary 
helpers to do the survey work, for this we look to our Farm 
Organisations, Historical Societies, schools and all that are 
interested. We have put in an application for Leader 
Group Support for this in the hope that we cotrld gather all 
the heritage illformation fr·om rural County Limerick and 
challenge other counties in havillg the most interesting 
rural history in our County in Ireland. We will look for 
Heritage Council, Limerick City and County Council and 
business support as well as from the media. There was 
great support shown at the Doon Vintage Show from 
people outside the pilot ar·en. 
Please contact us if you arc interested and if we get enough 
support we can proceed and complete our objective. You 
wi II find it extremely rewarding and a wonderful way of 
preserving this part of our unique heritage. We owe it to 
our ancestors. 

PALLASGREEN I TEMPLEBRADEN 
HISTORICAL SOCiffi 

II FiPII.d 

l-aunch of Field Names Project- L/R Dauid Thompson, John 
Walsh, Nora Stokes, Siobhiln English. 

John Harty 
Family Butcher 
Pallasgreen, Co. Limerick. 
Tel. 06 1-384827 

Best Quality Beet Pork, 
Lamb & Poultry 

Hard Cured 
Bacon a 
Speciality 
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Launch of schools collection 
in Co. Limerick 

By Kath leen Shanahan 

Approximately 740,000 pages (288,ooo pages in the 
pupils' original exercise books; 451,000 pages in bound 
volumes) of folklore and local L<adition weo·e compiled by 
pupils fo·om 5,000 primary schools in the Irish Free Stale 
between 1937 and 1939. 
This collecting scheme was initiated by the Irish Folklore 
Commission, under the direction of Seamus 6 Du il earga 
and Sean 6 S(oilleabhain, Honorary Director.and Registrar 
of the Commission respectively, and was heavily 
dependent on the cooperation of the Department of 
Education and the Irish 1\'ational Teachers' Organization. 
It was originally to run from 1937 to 1938 but was 
extended to 1939 in specific cases. For the duration of the 
project, more than so,ooo schoolchildren from 5,000 
schools in the 26 counties of the Irish Free State were 
enlisted to <:ollect folklore in their home districts. This 
included oral history, topographical information, foll<tales 
and legends, riddles and proverbs, games and pastimes, 
trades and crafts. The ch ildren recorded this material from 

Best Wishes to the Historical Society 
and the Grean Magazine from 

The Idler Bar 
Knockane 

Available for Parties & All 
Social Occasions 

Wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas 

and Happy New Year from 
Tom & Mary O'Donnell 

Tel: 062-57311 087-4171223 

their parents, grandparents, and neighbours. 
The scheme resulted in the creation of over half a million 
manusctipt pages, generally referred to as 'BaiMchiin na 
Scol' or 'The Schools' Collection'. 
There are 1,128 volumes, numbered and bound, in the 
Collection. A title page prefaces each school, giving the 
name of the school, the parish, the bnrony, the county and 
the teacher. A further collection of approximately 40,000 
of the children's original copybooks are stored at the NFC. 
Over 160 schools in County Limerick took part in the 
scheme and so large volumes of material were compiled. 
Limerick material from the Schools' Collection was 
launched at an event in Limerick City on 30 October 2015 
by Jan O'Sullivan TO, Minister for Education and Skills, in 
the Council Chamber, Merchants Quay, Limetick. 
Material from Nicker and Brackile schools are included in 
this collection. 
This material can be assessed on www.d uchas.ie/ 

TONE IT 
r'flo ltettJO rk 

Stonework on Houses, Walls, 
Fireplaces & Stove Surrounds 

NOEL 

O'SHAUGHNESSY 

086 8225855 
Pallasgreen, Co. Limerick. 

www.stoncit.ie 

Page82 



I 

What Book are you in? 
God Bless all here! Dip io the dip and leave the ltet-ring for 
your father! Don't cast a clout ' till May is out! He'd skin a 
flea for a halpenny! Three sheets to the wind! Bad cess to 
you! Are you buy'n Mam? 

All around, shards of a lost tradition ... 
The whole landscape a manuscript 
We had lost the skill to read 
A part of our past disinherited ... 

John Moutague, "A Lost Traditiou', 1972 

These are only some of the sayings, phrases and words 
once in r·egular use but now almost completely vanished 
from common usage. Words like thrawnheen, gwall, 
skidadle, crathur, amadawn and many others have almost 
disappeared. A question which I can recall being asked in 
my younger days is 'What Book are you in? This caused a 
certain amount of amusement and puzzlement as it related 
to former times when it was clear as to its meaning. In our 
usage U1e Book was replaced with Class but the Book 
referred to was a yearly book once in universal usage in the 
National Education system. The First Book of Lessons was 
usually completed in first year but Books 1\vo to live may 
have taken longer to complete and the book number was a 
clear indication of one's progress. A vatiation of this 
system was in usage tul!il after independence with the last 
edition of The First Book of Lessons issued in 1921. 

'When l was ten years of age I was in the second 
book', wrote Patrick Gallagher of his schooling in 
County Donegal during the 1870s, 'but until I 
passed inl"o the tilird book 1 would not be looked 
upon as a scholar'.1 

Whilst many of the generation who attended National 
School in the early Twentieth Century may not have 
progressed to secondary level, the impact of their national 
school experience was such that they could repeat phrases 
and poems which imprinted themselves in a way that later 
generations did not experience. Interest in words and 
often poetry continued and I can recall relatives, friends 
and neighbours discussing the adventures and poetiy of 
Count Curly Wee and Gussie Goose - heroes of Fur and 
Feather Land! 

A Pic:nic. 

The National School system in Ireland was initiated in 
October 1831 with a letter2 from Edward Stanlefl, First 
Secretary for Ireland, to the 3rd Duke of Leinster, 
Augustus Fitzgerald 4, who was invited to become 
President of the Board of Commissioners of National 
Education in Ireland 'and l have itfurthe1· in command to 
loy b~{o1·e yow· Grace the motiues of the Gouemment in 
constituting this Board, the powers which it is intended to 
confe1· upon it, and the objects which it is expected that it 
will bear in view, and carry into effect.' 

In particular, Mr. Stanley outlined his requirements in 
relation to textbooks: 

The Board will exercise the most entire control oue1· 
all books to be used in the schools, whethe1· in the 
combined morol and literary, or separate religious 
insh·ucl"ion; none to be employed in the first except 
under the sanction of the Board, nor in the Iotter but 
with the appointment of those members of the Board 
who are of the same religious persuasion with those 
for whose use they are intended: Although it is not 
designed to exclude fi·om the list of Books f01· the 
combined instruction, such portions of sacred 
history, or of religious or moral teaching as may be 
approued by the board, it is to be unde1·stood that 
this is by no meons intended to conuey o perfect ond 
sufficient religious education, or to supersede the 
necessity of separate 1·eligious instruction on the day 
set apm·t for the purpose. 
The Board will be inh·usted with the absolute control 
oue1· the funds which may be annually uoted by 
Pal'liament, which shall apply to the following 
purposes: 

5th Editing and p1·inting such books of moral and 
litera1·y education as may be approved of for the use 
of the schools, and supplying them one/ school 
necessaries at not lower than half price. 

'The Board will invariably require, as a condition 
not to be departed fi·om, that local fimc/s shall be 
raised, upon which any aid fi·om the public will be 
dependent. They will refuse oil opplications in 
which the following objects are not locally prouided 
for: 

3rd A sum sufficient to purchase books and school 
requisites at half price. 

Three of the Commissioners responsible for this task were 
Dr. Daniel Mu tTay, the Catholic Archbishop of Dublin , Dr. 
Richard ' "'hately, Church of Ireland Archbishop of Dublin, 
and the Rev. James Carlile, an ex-moderator of the 
Presbyterian Synod of Ulster. It could be argued that the 
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breadth and intellectual force of such a group gnve 
unprecedented strength to the books. Pending the 
preparation of its own books, text books, school slates and 
tablets of the Kildare Place Socie!T and of the Catholic 
Book Society were made available to schools from 
February 1832. 
By April 1833, the first three reading books bad been 
prepared. Books Four and Five followed in 1834 and 1835. 
By 1834 the Board had also produced a book on 
arithmetic, hook-keeping, a translation of a geometry book 
and two selections of scripture readi11gs. Before 1841, the 
Board had produced further books on grammar, the art of 
reading, a girls read ing book, a book on mensuration and 
one on needlework. It produced school slates, maps, 
stationery and such requisites.6 

According to the Book-Class system there were live classes 
which corresponded to the five lesson books published by 
the board. Advancement within the system was not 
necessarily a function of age, rather, it was accomplished 
by mastering the material of a certain Book. A specific age 
group in the student body did not correspond to a 
particular class. In addition the second Book was really 
two books. When it became evident that most students 
struggled when placed in the Third Book of Lessons, a 
sequel was added to the Second Book by the 
commissioners to case the abrupt transition. The sequel 
was an unofficial Sixth Book7 

The Commissioners accomplished a difficult and daunting 
task, particularly since the books had to be acceptable "in 
a moral and religious point of view to all classes arrd 
denominations" and were also expected to meet "tile 
essential requisites of cheapness and met·it".8 The 
comm1ss1oners printed their own school-books, 
distributed them gratis to schools, promoted their use by a 
general system of inspection and examination, taught the 
masters to employ them, and finally succeeded in 
introducing them everywhere into the national schools. 

l'lrtST BOOIC 

ur · • 

LESSONS, 

... 
TilE USE OF SCHOOLS .. 

D!;DLIN. 
IV•'-••1~0 .,. Ullll:t;t'JOli 'O' nu, 

COMMUJSIQN&ft~ <)l' NATIC)!<.'AL l ;OUCA"I'ION, 
.U ~ (liS« 101 I/M/1(11f11CIII fl"f'rl, 

IOLD J:Y L OIOOVaa.a.DO£,. LONDO~, A~1) 

"••&a AJfU co,. s:o:x aiJ1IoQit • 
......! 

1896. 

James Carlile, full-time resident commissioner from 1831 
to 1839, had overall responsibility for producing the school 
books, and he corresponded with eminent educationalists 
and churchmen about the content and style of each. All 
seven Commissioners read and approved each manuscript 
before it went to print, in "a process of meticulous 
preparation, revision and rcwriting".9 James Carlile, 
Richard Whately, William McCreedy and Alexander 
McArthur were responsible for "~·iting the early editions 
of the Books and Sequels. 10 

The books were sufficiently religious to be adaptable to 
denominational purposes while being sufficiently neutral 
dogmatically to offend almost no one. In addition to 
teaching 1·eligious belief, the national school texts also 
taught elementary lessons in social behaviour. ln the First 
Book of Lessons were such sentences as 'You must not 
vaunt or boost of your skill', 'A good boy will not tell a lie' 
and 'When we are on the rood, or in the street, we should 
take care that no llam1 comes to us'. The 'Duty of 
Children to their Parents' is taken from the Second Book of 
Lessons. 

tv. 
CBU..DllEif TO TIJEIR PARENTS. 

~ who would fear the Lord, 
w~t.t. their teaehel'8 aay ; 

Dee$ &heir parent's word, 
oliejr. 

The books were used in almost all national schools during 
the hours of combined instruction. One major reason why 
the commissioner's books were employed was that they 
were cheap. A stock of books were granted, free of charge 
to each school after 1833. This free stock was renewed 
every four years, and after 1848, every three years. This 
free grant of books was terminated in 1863. 
The Board did not compel schools to ust: its texts, although 
it retained the right to sanction uny hooks being used. The 
Board organised its own puhlit11tion unit , distinct from the 
Stationery Office. In November 1R:J2, it appointed an 
official bookseller (Aiexundc1· Thum & Co.) and book 
depositor. It also organised distl'ihution through regional 
book depots and teachers bcn(•likd from :1 discount on the 
sale of text books and school naat l'l'inls. 
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The prices below are those charged iJJ 1846 for the most 
popular of the commissioner's books: 11 

Prices to J>r ices to poor 
National schools not in Prices to 

Short title Schools National System Public 
s. d. s. d. s. d. 

First Book 0 0 112 0 1 (J 2 
Second Book 0 2 0 4 0 7 
'l1lird Book 0 4 0 s I 2 

Fourth Book 0 5 0 10 1 4 

T he books were usually passed on fTom older members of 
a family to the younger aocl even from parent to child - a 
practice which continued well into the twentieth centmy.12 

The books were l'e-e<lited from time to time; and from tbe 
beginning they were well thought of, even if they were 
difficult. They contained much valuable literary material 
in prose and poet:J.y, selected with care and discrimination. 
The teachers were tested for their classification by their 
acquaintance with the Board's Books. 
That the Irish Lesson Books were popular is 
unquestionable. The Commissioners were right in 
maintaining that their hooks "supplie<l a want long since 
f elt, namely good books, at a moderate price".13 

The commissioners supplied books to schools of mo1·e 
than a dozen countdes including India, Malta, Canada, 
Australia, Scotland and England. A London agent (R. 
Groombridge) for the books was appointed in January 
1836 and an Edinburgh agent (Fraser & Co.) in May 1836. 
In 1851 the commissioners sold nearly 300,000 books to 
Irish schools and gave away almost 100,000 more. In the 
same year almost 100,000 books were sold in the English 
market and according to one estimate 300,000 Irish 
mttional school books were sold to English buyers in 1859 
and approximately one million Irish school books were 
being used in England in that year. Many of the books 
remained in pri nt from the t83os to the 186os and some 
were still being re-issued in revised editions early iJt the 
twentieth centUJy.14 The final edition of The First Book of 
Lessons was issued in 1921. 

In December 1849, Longman and Company, commercial 
textbook publishers, complained to Prime Minister Lord 
John Russell protesting against the publication of school 
books by the Commissioners of National Education in 
Ireland. In November 1852 the privilege of publishing 
their own books was withdrawn from the commissioners 
but they could still provide books to the national schools at 
reduced prices. The government also insisted that schools 
outside Ireland had to buy the Lesson Books directly from 
the publisher at full price.1S 

Under the provision of 'moral' instruction, books of 
scriptural extracts, avoiding any denominational 
disputation, were unaitimously approved by the Board. 
These could be used during combined instntction, but 
were not compulsoty. Up to 1837, religious instruction 
could only be given on the day set apart or in the period 
before or after ordina1y school hours. In 1837, a change 
was made wh ich permitted religious instruction during the 
ordina•y sch.ool day provided advance notice was given so 
that parents with conscientious objections could have 

their children withdrawn. 
The Books portrayed Ireland as an integral part of the 
British empire and not an outlying colony. The books 
contained reference to Ireland as a geographical entity but 
little else. The Second reading book informed students 
that 'on the Eost of Ireland is England, where the queen 
lives, many people who live in Ireland were bom in 
England, and we speak the same language and w ·e called 
one nation .. .'. The Fotuth reading book, published in 
1861, described the It·ish as 'a clever, lively people; 
formerly very much given to drink, and very ignorant, but 
now it is believed that they are one of the soberest nations 
of Europe: and it will be their own fault if they are not also 
one of the best educated.16 
Evety care seems to have been taken to omit anything that 
might tend to provoke a spirit of nationality. The 
government's fea 1· of anything that might s timulate Irish 
nationalism is clear but it was hardly justifiable for Irish 
children to go through school without ever hearing of the 
history or culture of their own country. English was the 
language of the National Education System and the Books. 
Prior to the National System, most of the Irish population 
schools were independent and usually pay (hedge) 
scl10ols, with the cmriculum and textbooks in use a 
decision for the individual teacher. 
Douglas Hyde, founder of the Gaelic League, commented 
to the effect that Irish people were dropping their Irish 
Christian names, and becoming ashamed of the patrons 
saints of their own people: 'This is the direct result of the 
system pursued by the National Board, which refuses to 
teach the children anything about Patrick and Brigit, but 
which is never tired of putting second-hand English 
models before them.'17 Pupils were required to memorise 
and repeat phrases and poet1y not immediately applicable 
to an Irish child's experience: 

lthcmk the goodness and the gmce 
Whic/1 on my birth have smiled, 
And made me in these Christian days, 
A happy English child! 

All eal'ly as l855, however, Patrick J. Keenan, then Head 
Inspector and later Resident Commissioner attacked the 
language policy of his employers. He noted that almost 
one-quarter of tlte population spoke Irish in 1851, 
although the national school system was 'every yea1· 
diminishing this number'. With an appreciation of 
bilingualism perhaps rare in his day, Keenan claimed that 
'The shrewdest people in tlte world are those who are 
bilingual; borderers have always been remarkable in this 
respect.' 'It is hard', he "~·ote, 'to conceive any more 
difficult school exercise titan to begin our first alphabet, 
and first syllabication, and first attempt at reading, in a 
language of which we know nothing, and all this without 
means of reference to, 01· comparison wit'h, a word of our 
mother tongue:18 
Yet this was the ordeal Irish speaking children had to pass 
through, and the natural result was that the English that 
t hey leamed was very imperfect and good English 
certainly was the goal of Patrick Keenan. 
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Dr. W.J.M. Starkie, then Resident Commissioner, 
admitted in 1900: 'I fancy few educationalists will deny 
that the National Bo<trd were gu ilty of a disastrous blunder 
in thrusting upon a Gaelic speaking race a system of 
education produced after a foreign model, and utterly 
alien to thei r sympathies and antecedent.19 
Not unti11898 did the commissioners reluctantly sanction 
the teaching of approved works on Irish histo ry. Pressure 
for the inclusion of the Irish language and Irish culture in 
the classroom generally came from national revival groups 
such as the Gaelic League rather than local agitation; Irish 
became an optional subject after 1879. In many places the 
'Bata Scor' was in use- a good thick stick in wh ich pa rents 
put a notch each time the child spoke Irish at home - the 
teacher would reward this with a slap the next day. 
Writer Frank O'Connor told how Daniel Corkery, then an 
assistant at his Cork school, subtly subve1ted the official 
line. He wrote a motto in Irish on the blackboard and then 
explained it to the curious English-speaking pupil:20 

'Waken up your courage, Ireland'; later he lent O'Connor 
Irish books; and he taught the famous words of Walter 
Scott: 

Breathes there a man with soul so dead 
Who never to himself has said 
"l'his is my own, my native larzd? 

Dan Breen, guerrilla leader in the War of independence 
and the Civil War, similarly remembered how a substitute 
teacher at his Garryshane school in Donohill around 1902 
'did not confine his history lesson to the official textbook'. 
A member of the Gaelic League, he gave them 'the naked 
facts about the English conquest of Ireland and the 
manner in whic/1 ow· countr·y was held in bondage'. 
When they emerged from his class they were 'no longer 
content to grow up t·he "happy English children", as 
em~saged by the Board ofEducation2 1 

Pat rick Pearse had strong view about the national 
educatioll system, which he labelled 'The Murder 
Machine'. The English thing that is called education in 
Ireland is founded on a denial of the Iris/1 nal'ion. No 
education can start with a Nego, any more than a 
religion can. Everything that even pretends to be tr·ue 
begins with its C1·edo. Now, to teach a child to deny is the 
greatest cl'ime a man or a State can commit. Certain 
schools in Ireland teach children to deny their religion; 
nearly all the schools in Ireland teach children to deny 
their nation. '1 deny the spil'it'llality of my nation; I deny 
the lineage of my blood; T deny my rights and 
responsibilities. This Nego is their G'l·edo, this evil their 
good.'22 

Following the introduction of the payment by results 
system in 1870, students were to be examined annually on 
reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic, with grammar 
and geography included for the older g rades and 
examinations il1 needlework for girls and agriculture for 
boys. School grants and teachers' salaries depended on the 
results of the students. This system existed between 1872 
and 1900, and while it was rigid and took no account of 
students' different abilities, it d id set out a mininuun 

standard for each student to achieve. 

In 1898, third-class students had to show proficiency in 
the following areas:23 

1. Reading: (a) To read with ease, correctness and 
intelligence the lessons of the Tltird Book ... and to 
answer simple questions on the words aud phrases of 
t11e lessons read . 

(b) To repeat correctly about 120 Jines of poetry. 

2. Spelling: To write from dictation, on slate or paper, an 
easy sentence from the Reading Book. 

3- Writi ng: To exhibit in copy-books, as a rule, at least 
one hundred pages in round hand or elementary small 
hand, written on one hundred different days since the 
preceding annual inspection. 

4- Arithmetic: (a) To read and set down any number up 
to, and including, six places of figures. (b) To know the 
Multiplication and Pence Tables. 

5· Grammar: To be well acquainted with the defin itions 
of the Parts of Speech, and to distingu ish the Pa rts of 
Speech in an ordinary sentence. 

6. Geography: To know the outlines and lead ing features 
of the map of the world. 

Obligatory subjects were reading, writing, spelling and 
arithmetic for all grades with grammar, geography, 
needlework (girls) and agricultme (boys) for third grade 
and upwards. Provided success was ach ieved in the 3 R's, 
two extra optional subjects could be taken in the senior 
classes from a long optional list. Irish wlls accepted as one 
of the extra subjects for which fees could be paid from 
1879-24 

With independence, the teaching of the Irish language 
became compulsory for all schools in March 1922. The 
educational philosophy of the new state was concerned 
with 'strengthen ing the national fibre by giving the 
language, history, music and tradition of Ireland their 
natural place in Irish Schools' . The language was made 
compulsory for both state examinations, the Intermediate 
Certificate and the Leaving Certificate in 1928 and 1934 
respectively. 
In Templebraden, the national system commenced in 1855 
"1th a school in Knockane which continued until 1870 
when it was 'struck off. In 1873, the present school was 
opened in Ganydoolis under the National System. Prior to 
this, three pay or hedge schools were recorded in 
Templebraden in 1834.2 Cornelious Hanly, with an 
address a t Garrydoolis, operated a school for 65 males and 
30 females teaching reading, writing and arithmetic with 
small payments from parents.2{• CorneJious Mara, 
Ganydoolis, operated a school for 40 males and 20 
females. Mrs Drew, Templebraden, ta ught spell ing, 
reading and needlework to 5 males and 24 females. The 
curriculum and books used wco·e a t the d iscretion of the 
teacher. In contrast with the Mt ional system, with its rigid 
structu re al1Cl required textbooks, there was a great 
variation in the nature and chan1cte r of the hedge 
schools27 
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My eyelids red and heavy are 
With bending o'er the smold'l'ing peat 
(know my Aenid I!OW by heart 
My Vir·gil read in cold and heat. 

Padraic Col urn (1882 - 1972) 

Colum went on to talk about the teaching of 'G•·eek verbs 
and Latin nouns' - a common practice in the old hedge 
schools which was often continued in the National system 
whe•·e the Latin roots of the words were taught separately 
from the ot'ficial Book. Whilst the education system, 
commenced in 1831, had many faults and limitations, it 
was one of the earliest national primaty education systems 
being 40 years ahead of the English system and so years 
ahead of France. For some who did not continue through 
the system 'at least they met the scholars on the way 
home'. Tile Books were an undoubted success in Ireland 
and many other countries. Success in moving up the Book 
system engendered a sense of achievement and pride. 

Slute (9 112 x 6112 inc hes) owned by Patrick Thornton, 
born 6 April 193;{, Kilkerly, Co Louth. In 1846, S lates 
wc•·c sold for ts 6d per dozen and Slate Pencils cost ts 
7 1j2d per 1000. Sl:1tes were still in use in Mrs . Ryan's 
infanl class in Ganydoolis National School in the late 
1950s. Madge Ryan, Kn()ckane, was l>articularly noted 
for her experlise with the slate and she was used to 
demonstrate its usc. 

Possession of a copperplate wntmg hand was much 
ad mired and valued with words, phrases a11d poems 
staying long in the memory. The J3ooks of Lessons were 
central to the national schooling system and it can be no 
su rpl'ise then that the question 'What Book are you in?' 
was one still heard in Ballyneety in the 1960s. 

Rcferer~cc.s : 

1. Eyes Big as Bowls with fear and Wonder: Children's Responses to 
the Irish National Schools, 1850 - 1922, Michael C. Coleman, 1998. 

2. Stanley Letter. education.ie/ en/ Schools· 
Colleges/ Informatiou/ Bomls-of-Management.pdf. 

3· Edward George Geoffrey Smith-Stanley, 14th Earl of Derby, First 
&.:.eretary for 1 ri:land, 1831 - 1833, Prime Minister, February 1852 -
December 1852, 1858 - 1859, t866 - 1868. 

4. Augustus Frederick Fitzgerald, 3rd Duke of l.ein~ieJ\ resided at 
Carton House. f"itzgerald was Lord Lieutenant of Kildare from 1831 
to 1874 and a Commissioner of National Education for lreland from 

1831 to 1841. Well connected to the British Establishment- he was 
related to Lord John Russell, Pr·ime Minister (1846 - 1852, 1865 -
1866) - he also supported the introduction of Cathol ic 
Emancipation in 1829. 

s. .KiJdare Place Society. The Society for Promoting the E.ducation of 
the Poor of Ireland~ olhef\.,.ise known as the ' Kildare Place Society' 
was founded in 1811 with an ctl1os of providing non·denominational 
education to the poor of Ireland. It f)rovidcd for shared teaching to 
pupils of all religious beliefs of regular literary s ubjects, while 
promoting daily reading of the Bible unaccompanied by \ICl'bal 
elucidation. 
From its inception, the society reoeived broad support from the 
Catholic hierarchy, but this was slow1y eroded as suspicions were 
arotiSed abotlt its \lSe of funds to suppo11 Protestant missionary 
a.gellcies. and of failure to honour the agreement respecting reading 
of scripture in classrooms without re.mark. 
During the L82os inquiries into the state of Iris h education took 
place, in particular the reports of the Irish Education Inquiry of 
1825-26, which underscored the growing consensus in supp01t of 
SCI>aratc literary and doctrinal instructjon for all children. These 
intellectual developments fo rmed the foundation for the 
introduction of a national system or education in L83t. The Society 
was in receipt of Government Grants from 18 12 to 1831 (£30,000) 
when this finance was redirected to the Commissions of National 
Education in Lreland. 

6 . The Oaring First Decade of the Board of National Education. 1831 -
l84l, John Coolahan, The Ir ish JournaJ of Education, Vol. 17, No. 1, 
Stun mer 1983, pp. 35 - 54· 

7. The Establishment of the Model School System in Ireland, 1834 -
1854, Thomas Mangione1 New Hibentia Review, Vol. 7, No. 4, 
\-Vinter 2003, pp. 103- 122. 

8. Correspondence of Messrs. Longman and Co. with Prime Minister, 
John Russell ou the publication of School Books by Governm ent at 
Public Expense, the s tatement of the Commissioners of National 
Education in Ireland in reference thereto, and the reply of Lord .John 
Russell. 

9. CoiTCSi><mdencc. 
10. The ldsh Education £.-.:pcriment, Donald H. Akenson, 1970. 
u. The Socinl Content of Education, t80 1 - 1870: A Study of the 

Working Class School Reader in England and l reland1 J. M. 
Coldstrom, 1972. 

12. A History of Irish Education - A Study in COilflicting Loyalties, P. J . 
Dowling, 1971 

13. Correspondence. 
14. Reading Made Easy, 1800 - 1850: A Study of the Tcacl1ing of 

Reading, G. S. Chalmers, 1976. 
15. S\lpplying "a want long s ince felt": The lrish Lesson Books a nd the 

pr6motion of literacy for the poor in England, Hilary Minns. 
Pa1·adigm, Vol. 2, Number 1, January 2000. 

16. The fl'ish and Others in Irish ninetcenth-ccntm·y textbook.~. John 
Coolahan (The Impe!'ial Cun·iculum: Racial Images and Education 
in the nritish Colonial Experience. Ed. J. A. Mangan, London, 1993. 

17. A Literary History ofireland, Douglas Hyde, 1901. 
18. Irish f.duestion: its History and Structure, John Coolahan, 1981. 
l9· Irish Education. 
20. An Only Child, Frank O'Connor, 1961. 
21. ~'f)' Fight for Irish Freedom, Da11 Breen, 1924. 
22. 7/!e a1'ticle entitled ''The Murde,. Maciline .. embodies an article 

wlticll appeared in the Irish Reuiew for Februat'y 1913. The article 
called An Ideal in Education was printed in the Irish Reuiew for 
June 1914. The rest of the pamphlet is a collation of notes mcldefor 
a lectw·e which J delivered ;,~ the Dublin Mansion House in 
December 1912 .' P. H. Pearse, St. Enda's College, Rathfarnam, 1st 
January 1916. 

23. Rules and Regulations fo1· National Schools under rhe 
Commissioners of Education, 1898, in Hyland and Milne1 Irish 
Ed ucational Documents. 

24. Irish education: its History and Structure, John Coolahan, 1981. 
25. Seeond Re1>0rt of the Commissioners of National Education in 

Ireland for the year 1834, dated •8 .June 1835. 
26. Educational Provision in the Parish of Pallasgreen and 

Templebradin in the Nineteentl1 Centut) ', \\'itll Particular Em1>hasis 
on the Erasmus Smith Trust . John Quane1 M. Ed. Thesis, May 1993. 

27. 1i1e Hedge Schools of County Limerick, Tony Lyons1 No1th Munster 
Antiquarian Journal: Vol. 6, 2006. 

Page 87 



Gr~an, 2015 

First Board of Commissioners of National Education in Ireland 
Augustus Fitzgerald, 3rd Duke of Leinstcr, President of the Board 
Rev. Dr. Richard Whately, Archbishop of Dublin, Church of Ireland 
Rev. Dr. Franc Sadleir, Trinity College, Church of Ireland 
Rev. Dr. Daniel Murray, Roman Catholic Al"chbishop of Dublin 
Rt. Hon. Anthony Richard Blake, Roman Catholic 
Rev. James Carlile, Presbyterian, First Resident Commissioner, 1833 
Mr. Robert Holmes, Unitarian 
Secretary: Thomas F. Kelly, LI-D, Established Chm·cb 

Book of Lessons for the Use of Schools 
Title 
First Book of Lessons 
First Book of Lessons, 2 parts 
First Book of Lessons, 1 volume 
Second Book of Lessons 
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Second Book of l.essons 
Sequel to Second Book of Lessons 
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Third Book of Lessons revised by 
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Supplement to the Fourth Book 
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Selection from the British Poets, 2 volumes 
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First Book in Arithmetic 
Arithmetic in Theory and Practice 
Key to above 
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"J)·eatise on Mensuration 
Lectmes ou Natural Philosophy 
Scripture Lessons, Two Old Testament, Two New Testament 
Agricultural Class Book 
Ag1icultural Class Book 
Farm Account Book 
Needlework Book 
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THE lHJSH NA'flO:-IAL SCHOOLS, 
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William McCreedy 
William McCrecd 
Richard Wllately 
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Richard Whately 
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Mauri~-e Cross 
Spaulding 
Alex. McArthur 
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James Carlile 
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Ordnance Survey Maps of New Pallas By Patrick Cr eed 

These historic maps of New Pallas village date from 1840 
and 1901. Rc<~ders will be aware of the recent 'celtic tiger' 
building boom that added a lot of new homes to the local 
landscape. However, many of us may not be f11lly aware 
that the recent building boom was not the only one. 
We can see immediately from the maps that quite a lot of 
development was carried out spanning the 60 years from 
•&!o - 1901. The most notable addition to the village in 
the late 184o's was the local railway and station house. 
Other prominent buildings followed on fairly quickly such 
as the Garda barracks (or RIC barracks as it was then) and 
the Railway hotel (Mulcair Inn) both built in the •860/70 
era. 

It can also be seen tl1at two of our prominent public houses 
had other uses in 1840. O'Dwyer's bar served as the local 
Post Ofiice while the Red Deer functioned as the RJC 
barracks and courthouse. Also worth noting that the 
former dwelling house of the late historian Michael 
O'Dwyer was already in existence. It served as a school 

house under the management of the board of Erasmus 
Smith. 
You can view the historic ordnance su 1-vey maps of Ireland 
at http:/ f maps.osi.ie/publicviewer 

© Ordnance Survey Ireland/ Government of 
Ireland 
Copyright Permit No. MP 006815 
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Tltis photograph was ICiken in DI'Omla•·a c. 1955 
1./1(: Willie Ryan (G), Dan McCctrthy (Cross), Annie 

O'Dwyer (II) and her mother /VIP'S. Cathy O'Dwyer (nee 
Keating), Dram/ora. The young lx>y in front is Kevin 

Mool't! from London - a cousin of the O'Dwyers. 

Oystet· Ballroom 
I./II: 1/e/eti Breen, Bt·idie Power, Mary Breen, Mike 
O'Donoglwe and Tommy O'Cmmell -August 1972. 

Gr~•n. 2015 

Ryan Malachy Family Lough Pallasgtwn 
Back Row l.jR: Tom Ryan. Laurene<! Ryan, Mary Ryan .. Jim Ryan. 

Alice Ryan, Gt·ctta Ryan 
H'Ont Row L/ R: Denis Ryan. PM Ryan, Malachy Ryan .. Jim Ryan 

wi'Ote "Witerc Mu/cctir l?iuer Flows". 
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Above: County Novice Cross Country Wimwt·s 1977 
Back Row - 1./1?: Donie Morrissey (Doon), Jul11t 

O'Brien (Doon), Paddy O'Dwyer (Pallas), 1-iam 
Long (Pallas), Mike O'Danoghue (Pallets) 

Front Row 1./R: Mike Thompson (Doon), John 
Cummins (Doon), Pat O'Dwyer (Pallas), Eamon 

Ryan (I'allas). 

teft: $Qccer Club PltOI<I!JI'IIJih Ji·nm 1!}85 
Denny O'Connor. Ne<l ~htlll•t·, l>i<-k Ryan and others. 



llr•rk row: Kathleen C•·eenc, Mary Weathed•eod, Breda Deere, 
l>olm·es Redpath, Ann O'Ccnnor, Marie Harty, Yuonne Dillon, 

Brt.'Cia O'Ccnnor 
Middle raw: Marie Greene, Nancy McGrath (R.I.P.), Breda 

O'Dwye•·, Breda O'Dwyer, Lou Ryan 
l·i'Qlll •·ow: Nora Bourke, Phil Kennedy, Mr•ryllcryes, Kitty 

l'hmklin, Mary Dillon & Bred11 O'Dwye•·· 

llrcrlll O'Dwyer, Bred I! tkc1-c, Carmel O'Kc~ffe, Killy Pmnklin, 
Mary lloyes 111111 Mill'!/ Dil/o, will! Nancy McG•·uth ( R.I.P) & 

Mm·y Keuucdy tvho r'.oceiue(/ r.:ertificatesjor 30 yew·s in the LC.A. 

-

Nom Mai 
Ryan (R.I.P). 
Judy O'Grady, 
lJi<idy 
l.vncryr.w~ 
Kcllhleen 
Molloy, Jane 
Greene 
(IU.P.), Marie 
Greene, Jane 
Reidy (R.I.P.), 
Josie Ryan. 

Back row: Helen Gleeson, Kitty Franklin, Mm·y Dillon, 
Dolores Redpath, Noreen O'Dwyer, Ma•·y Kennedy, Eileen 

McC<Jrmack, Lou Ryan, Katlllet.'ll Molloy, Mary Kennedy, Kay 
Shanahan, Ccrmel O'Keeffe. 

Front row: Catherine McNamara, Nancy McGrath (R.I.P.), 
Mary O'Ccnnor, Josie Ryan, Mary Weatlte•·lread, Biddy 

f..onergan, Jane Greene (IU.f>). 

MargCiret Hennessy 
(R.I.P.), Jane Reidy , _.:::m (RJ.PJ, Jane Greene 

c~ (R.I.P.), Maureen 
O'Connor. Pauline 

-'-="-'"" Finnan (McMahon), 
Biddy Lonergan, Kitty 
McMahon (JU.t'.), 
Morgm·ct O'Conno,· 
(R.I.P.), Josie Ryan, 
Kathy O'Dwyer, 
Carntel O'KeejJe, Judy 
O'Gracly, Mary 
Ktnnedy. Marie 
Gretne & Nancy 

ow=~~---_..i.... ___ ''....:tcGrtlth uu.P.J 

/Jack row: Nora Bour·kc, Kathleen Molloy, Marga•·ct OMalley, 
Breda O'Dwye•·, Nor·eeu O'Dwyer·, Kay O'Dwye•· (R.I.P.), Mary 

Kennedy & Mary Hayes. 
Middle row: Lou Ryan, Carmel O'Keeffe, Helen Gleeson, 
Nancy McGrath (R.I.P.), Mary Dillon, Kiuy Franklin. 
Front row: Mary O'Connor & Catherine McNamara. 

Lou Ryan, Dolores Redpath, JJrecla O'Dwyer, Killy fo'l·onklin, 
Carmel O'Keeffe, Helen Gleeson. Breda O'Dwyer, Not-een 
O'Dwyer, Phil Kennedy, MCiry Hayes, Mary Dillon. Marie 
Grfi!lle, Kathleen Greene, Nancy McGrath (R.I.P). 
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This is a photograph of the 20 Richard Ryan (R) 
junior classes in Brackile N.S. It 21 Patrick Ryan (B) 
was taken in 1958 by Fr. Eddie 22 Margaret Quinlan 
O'Dwyer who was home on 
holiday to his native Brackile 

23 Tadgh Ryan (L) 

from the USA. 
24 . ......................................... 
25 Patti Ryan (1.) 

By Tom Ryan (W) 26 Paddy l.lany 

27 .. .. ...................................... 
Francie Murnane 28 Noel O'Donoghue 

2 Paddy Murnane 29 .......... .. .............................. 

3 Paddy McCarthy 30 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ' 0 0 0 0 0 ' ' ' o' o o • I o o o o o , , 0 

4 Dermot O'Sullivan 31 John Quinlivan 

5 Joan llat·ding 32 Martin Dillon 

6 Linda Ryan (G) 33 Mike O'Donoghue 

7 Annie Mai Harding 34 .Jack O'Dwyer 

8 Mike Harding 35 Bernadette Harding 

9 Patrick Harding 36 Mike Ryan (W) 

10 Rita O'Connor 37 Helen Ryan (R) 

II Majella Ryan (W) 38 Tom Ryan (W) 

12 Marie Ryan (G) 39 Shelia 1\•JcCarthy 

13 Willie Dillon 40 ........... ......... 0 ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 

14 Lizzie Mulvihil 41 Sadie McCarthy 

15 Angela Bowles 42 .......................................... 
16 P.P. O'Sullivan 43 • •• ••••••••• ••• 0 ••• • 0 ....... 0 • •• •• • 0 • ••••• 

17 Alice English 44 Miss Mary !latty N.T. 

t8 Peggy Gleeson later Mrs Dwa ne 

l'r. Eddie O'Dwyer, B•·c•ckile, c. '945 

19 :\<Iaureen Hayes 
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Tom HtzGe•·ald (b•·orlrcr of 
rhe late Noreen Hayes), 
Timmy Ryan (Bob) and Tim 
Ryan (M) celebrating tl1e 
County JuniOI' Hurling 
Champions/rip victory by 
Pallas in 1988. 
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edclic O'Dwyer, Rev Fr. James 
Kcugfr C.C., Maureen O'Dwyer· 
(1/ealy), 17rculy O'Dwyer (Healy) 
Taken in front ofO'Dwyer·'s home 
in Nctu Pallas. 
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Talking to Dannv 
Kathleen Shanahan 

D
anny Beary was born in 1950 at the start of a decade 
of severe economic depression and decline in 
Ireland. Farming exports were static and as there 

were no altemative exports Ireland was economically 
stagnant . In 1957 there were 78,ooo people unemployed; 
state benefits were minimal and ceased after six months. 
Consequently, there was a high level of emigration Hnd in 
the years between 1951 and 1961, which was known as the 
'decade of the vanishing Irish', 408,ooo people emigrated. 
Many childt·en finished their schooling at primaty school 
level because they could not avail of secondary education 
due to financial constraints. However, under the 
leadership of Sean Lemass, Ireland's economy c.~panded 
and the prospect of a brighter and more affluent future 
gradually emerged during the 1960s. Housing schemes 
were initiated in order to clear the large city tenements; 
the Industria l Development Authority concentrated on 
high technology firms and encouraged foreign direct 
investment. Education was reformed and from 1969 
under the direction of Donogh O'Malley all Secondary 
School education up to Intermediate level was ft·ee. School 
buses which were also free of charge were p1·ovided to 
bring the students fromntral areas to theit· ne:11·est school. 
ll was the beginning of a new and prosperous age in 
Ireland. 
The following memories of Danny Beary provide an 
insight into the interesting and varied life of an ordinary 
boy living in rural Ireland during this period of change. 
His childhood years were not constrained by the economic 
depression of the country and his memories are in fact the 
happy recollections of a young lad living in the village of 
Barna. They are evocative of a less mechanical age when 
the majority of the population used public transport, 
'shanks mat·e' or bicycles fo r travel and HS Danny 
remembers 'very few people had cars when I was growing 
up, fot· instance a•·ound here in Barna there were only two 
or three people who had cars'. His father got his first car 
in 1957 01' 1958 a nd it was one of the two cars that wet·e in 
the village of Barna at that time. Danny's story of his 
childhood is a portrayal of a vastly different world ft-om the 
technological, computerised and fast moving age of the 
late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries which had 
scarcely begun in his childhood years. It is a story of a 
world of self-sufficiency 'vbere families harvested their 
own vegetables, most of them pro,~ded meat for their 
families by rearing and killing t11eir own pigs and fowl, 
housewives baked their own bread and the hens they 
reared provided eggs for the household. It was a world 
where there was little, if any, processed food and as Danny 
states ' there was no such thing as ti ns of corned beef or any 
sot'! of tinned food or anything like that then'. 
The children had freedom to roam around the cquntryside. 
to pursue various outdoor activities such as fishing, 
hurling and football, to socialise and intermingle with 
their childhood friends and 'we could be gone all day 

playing "ith the other lads in the village and our parents 
never stopped us'. 
As is usual for many a child growing up in rural Ireland the 
G.A.A. was Danny's chief interest when he was young and 
it continued to be a large part of his life as he reached 
adulthood and it continues to be of great importance and 
enjoyment to him today. 
Danny comes from a family with a tradition of military 
setvice encompassing three generations. His grandfather, 
llis three granduncles, his father and his brother all served 
in the armed forces of either Great Britain or Ireland. As 
Danny describes it 'the army was in our blood'. Following 
the family custom be enlisted in the Irish Army in 1978 
where he sen·ed thirty one years as a soldier. During that 
time he served si.x months on overseas duty "'ith UNIFIL 
in the Lebanon. He was promoted to corporal during his 
tenure in the army and he retired on 12th October 2009. 
Danny's story spans over six decades of cultural change 
and technological advances in Ireland and the country of 
his childl1ood no longer exists except in people's 
memories. Yet the spirit that is in the Irish psyche is still 
in evidence; while the former repressed culture of Ireland 
has given way to a multicultural pluralist society, the 
majority of the people arc t·eady and prepared to accept 
this phenomenon. As Danny says • Life is cbanged, things 
cannot stay the same always. It !.as changed from my 
times and it "~II change for the youngsters that are here 
today, it "ill change for them as well'. 

This is Danny's story: 
Childhood 
My mother, Maggie Bnt7.il was born in 1928, she came 
from Crumil, Kilteely and she came to work for Matt 
Kennedy, in Derk. She met my fathet· Daniel Beary from 
Barna and married him in that year on 16 October 1946. 
Her gt·anduncle Tom Brazil was on the Limerick hurling 
team and played in t11e First All ireland final in 1897. I was 
born in September 1950; I was the second person to be 
born in this house in Barna. My father was the first person 
to be born here. My two oldest sisters were born in Derk, 
where my family was lh~ng before we moved to Barna. I 
am not exactly sure when we mo,•ed to this house, but I 
would say that my parents came down here in 1949 or 
1950. There are ten of us in the family, six girls and four 
boys and I am the eldest of the boys. There was a tradition 
at the time l was born that the children were always called 
after members of their families. l was named after my 
father and grandfather, J im was called after my mother's 
father and William was called aftet· my father's uncle Bill. 
I remember my mother had a brot11er Michael, who died 
when he was only twenty months old. I often asked her 
why she didn't call one of the boys 'Michael'. She felt it 
would be unlucky because as she said 'my 0\\~1 father had 
a brother who was called Michael and he also died when he 
was young'. None of the children knew Micl1ael because 
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he was dead before we were born. He died in 1947 I'd say. 
The weather was very bad that year and Dr. Clery couldn't 
come to the house that night because of the frost and 
snow. When he got to the house the following morning it 
was too late, I think Michael died from pneumonia. That is 
the way life goes. The way it is, you are going to live a long 
life or you are not. There is only one certainty in life and 
that is that there is no guarantee whether or not you will be 
around tomorrow. All my brothers and sisters are still 
alive, thank God. 
We had great freedom when we were young. We were 
always out and about playing. We would come in from 
school and get something to eat, then we would leave our 
schoolbags in the corner and we'd be off out again . l 
remember that at times, if there was something important 
going on, we would throw our schoolbag in the door and 
we were gone without eating. At that time lessons were 
secondary to our plans. We were always away somewhere, 
very seldom would we be at home; we would be gone off 
down to Malloy's bridge fishing, or we'd be up around 
Dcrk or somewhere else. We were all very active and we 
gave hours and hours up at Daly's field, kicking football, or 
hurling. We might not be playing matches but we would 
be pucking the ball UJ> and down the field. And although I 
was never a great man for hunting, l would go up to see the 
Scattcens if they were in the locality, or l wou ld follow the 
bengles when they came around. We could be gone all day 
playing with the other lads in the village and our parents 
never stopped us from enjoying ourselves. They talk about 
children being overweight now, but I think that it is 
because they are not mobile anymore. Now it is all about 
play stations and computers and it seems to me that 
children lead a more solitary life now. 
People in general wet·e very different long ago. They were 
always out in the open air; they were never stuck inside in 
houses. r remember my grandmother when I was a 
youngster; she was a very strong woman. When she was 
feeding the pigs she'd go off down the yard with two big 
buckets of feeding stuff for them. Now, for a man that 
weight '"ould be nothing, but for a woman it was a big load 
to cany. We used to kill the pigs for ou•· own food, a 
neighbour, Mattie O'Dwyer came to kill them. We would 
kill pigs twice a year sometimes. And often we'd kill two at 
a time- that was four of them in the year depending on the 
way things were going. And you see they were our own 
meat. There were crooks up overhead the fireplace where 
the range used to be and the meat would be hung off these 
until they were smoked and the fletches of bacon turned to 
pure yellow. I often saw my two granduncles eating meat 
that, if you ngsters today saw it they would run away from 
it. It would tell you the strength of the hooks that, when 
they stopped killing pigs here and we tried to take down 
the hooks, we could not do so, we had to cut the hooks and 
beat back the nails because they would not come out of the 
wall. They were made of pure steel. The meat would be 
sa lted with saltpetre and put in a wooden barrel for six or 
seven weeks. Then it wou ld be hung up on the steel hooks 
over where the range was, and it would be cut down as you 
wanted it. 
When we killed the pigs, we would be here with my mother 

at twelve o'clock at night, filling puddings. She had a big 
pot of boiling water and she would put the puddings into 
the hot water and when the time was up she would take 
them out with the handle of a brush which she kept 
especially for this job. .Johnny Bynme, our next door 
neighbour, would not go to bed that night until he got one 
of the puddings. No matter what hour of the night or 
morning it was he would wait up for his ring of black 
pudding. She would make small puddings for all the 
youngsters around here on the road. 
We kept hens, geese and ducks but my brother drowned all 
the ducklings when he was young. There was a big barrel 
of rainwater at the side of the house and he put the 
ducklings into the barrel thinking they could swim. But 
they were too young to swim and they all drowned but one. 
He was always into mischief. My grand mot her was sitting 
down one day and her black cat came into in the kitchen. 
My brother emptied a bag of flour over the cat so the cat 
came into the kitchen black hut she ran out white. 
My mother and my father's mother had ve1y strong hands. 
You see, they both worked for farmers at a time when the 
work was hard and everything was done by hand. There 
were no tractors, just horses and ploughs or carts. She 
used to milk cows, and she gave a hand with the horses, 
she tilled a garden and did other outside work as well, such 
as feeding calves. She used to till the ga rden here at home 
with my help. 
My mother had a massive energy. She was u great baker, I 
often saw her making apple and rhubarb tat1S on the open 
fire in a bastable and when they were cooked she would 
put the bastable out in the yard and all us children would 
be waiting with spoons and we would cat all the ta11 and 
juice, until everything was gone. She could put her hands 
to anything, and was very good at papering a nd 
decorating, knitting and sewing and all that. She used to 
make all our jumpers and socks when we were young; one 
time she knitted a complete suit for Tom, my brother, it 
was a jumper and pants. 
Besides rearing her cl1ildren she would often do pieces of 
work for neighbours who used to ask her to do a bit of 
painting and papel'ing. She was lucky that she had my 
grandmother living here to mind us; when we carne home 
from school our grandmother would have the dinner on 
the table for all of us if our mother was out working. 
Neighbours used to call my mod1er when somebody died 
and she would help lay out the corpse. The people 1 
remember her laying out were Billy Sweeney who was d1e 
local postman here and Cannel 0 ' Keeffe's mother. I was 
away in Cork for a good while and she coul d have been 
helping out at several other funerals. 1 can't be sure but I 
believe the undertaker or the relatives would ask her to 
help in the laying out of a corpse and by all accounts she 
was very good at it. 'llle women of that generation were 
marvellous; they saw hard times and tough times but they 
came through them. 
I remember where the back kitchen is now and all down 
the back, that area was all ours and the plot next to us was 
owned by Mclnerneys. But we swopped the front half of 
our plot for the back half of theirs so that they could build 
a house. And I remember Bill Cuscoir, which I think was 
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the Irish for Cosgrove, tilling all of our plot right down 
there at the back, all the way down to the road, every bit of 
it, and there would be spuds and cabbage and carrots and 
turnips there every year, and that is how people were so 
healthy. What they were eating they were growing 
themselves, and they knew what they ate and where it 
came from. There was no such thing as tins of corned beef 
or any s01t of tinned food or anything like that then. 
Now 1 remember when Dermot Byrane's family had the 
creame1y in Ganison. During the "~nter I used to go up 
there eve1y day for milk for the house. We used to have a 
goat here and when the goat went dry in the winter I used 
to go for the milk before I went to school. My job was to 
feed the goat and milk her, not eve1y mornii\g but maybe 
th•·ee mornings in the week and as a concession I would 
not have to go to school until ten o'clock on those days. We 
b.adjust the one goat and she had a kid every year. Goat's 
milk was supposed to be ve1y good for you so maybe that 
is another reason why we were so healthy. 
As I sa id my father was the first to be born in this house. 
He went to the national school here in Barna which was 
called Derk Scbool then . He might have spent a year o•· 
two in the new school here when it was first built. After 
leaving the national school he went into the seconda.y 
school in Tippera1y for another few years. Because he was 
the son of a British Army soldier, the British Govemment 
paid for all his education. He trained as a mechanic but, 
although he was fully qualified, he never worked at his 
trade because he was more in to driving. He got a job 
driving for James McMahon's sawmills in Limerick before 
he enlisted in the army from 1940 to 1946. During the 
emergency anyone who had jobs when they joined up were 
pmmised that their jobs would be kept for them when they 
came out. So his job was there for him when he came out 
of the army. He left there in, I think, 1962 and he joined 
the County Council. He worked for the County Council 
from 1962 to 1975. 
Ve1y few people had cars when I was growing up, for 
instance around here in Barna there were only two or three 
who had cars. My father got his first car in 1957 0r1958, 
and we used to travel to all matches in it. I remember that 
Billy McSweeney had a car too and tbey were the only two 
people that 1 can think of, who had cars. Then J ohnny 
Byrane got a car, he got a van because be was doing 
building work and all that. And some time after that 
everyone started to get cars. 

G.A.A. 
I remember the first match I went to; I think it was about 
1958. I am not sure whether it was an East hurling final, 
or semi-final. Pallas and Boher were the two teams, but I 
have not a lot of memories on it because I was too young. 
My first memory of attending an - inter county match was 
in 1961 and it was between Lime1ick and Waterford. My 
father went to a lot of matches, I was always asking to go 
with him but at the time I was growing up I was very small 
and he was a bit anxious about taking a small fellow into a 
big crowd. But eventually l persuaded him to take me, and 
we went to a lot of matches after that. Again, later on, 
when I was working in various jobs I couldn't get off to go 

to matches, and I missed out for a few years. r started 
going again in 1971 because as the saying goes, 1 had time 
to myself. I was working at day work, and my father 
started going with me. We had great old days out together 
and we'd go in for a pint on the way home. The usual thing 
was to go into the pub and have post mo1tems on the game 
which had been played, and it would be trashed out and 
argued about, every puck of the ball would be analysed. 
But this was all part of the game and it added greatly to the 
enjoyment of the day. 
Because my father had a car it made it easy for us to go off 
to the Gaelic grounds and up to Bruff, Kilmallock and all 
those other places where the matches were held. I 
remember, when I was very young going off to Kilmallock 
with Johnny Byrane, our next door neighbour; Cappamore 
were playing. I remember going to another match, 1 thi nk 
it was between Cappamore and Claughan because those 
teams used to meet fairly regularly around 1957 or 1958. I 
remember the green and gold jerseys; Cappamore were 
the only team around here with the green and gold outside 
of Knockane and Knockane had no hurling team. They 
were very enjoyable times going away to matches, going off 
to places like Cork which at that time was the very same as 
going to Mars, the joumey was so long. Now you can go to 
Cork in an hour but that time it would take at least two 
how·s. Cars weren't as fast that time and the roads weren't 
as good but on the other hand because very few people had 
cars there was very little traffic. 
I used to go down training to Pallas every night during the 
summer, there was a couple years when I was in C. I. E. 
when I couldn't burl because of lbe shift work d LLty 1 was 
on. I played minor hurling with Pallas in1969, but I didn't 
play again until 1973 because it wasn' t easy to train or play 
when I was working odd hours. l started hurling again in 
1973 and I hurled away then unti11986; that was my last 
year with Pallas. It was a great ti me in my life; it was lovely 
to go away to matches on Sundays. There were great 
crowds following the game at that time, I remember going 
down to Cahirconlish to see Pallas and Kilteely playing and 
travelling to see other teams playing elsewhere and the 
grounds would be full of people. There would be a gate of 
at least two or three thousand, nowadays there wouldn't be 
two or th ree hundred at a match, and sometimes there 
wouldn't be even a hundred. I remember a time when we 
were going to Cahirconlish, there would be so many people 
at the match that we'd have to park in the village and walk 
out to the field. It is hard to believe that the suppo1t bas 
gone down so badly. It seems that the hurling structure in 
Limerick has changed; at that time you had the East 
division, and if you won your division you went forward, 
but now it is all in groups and the different championships 
have suffered. It is unfortunate because the East 
Championship was a great championship. You were going 
to matches and you were watcl1ing the cream of the east. I 
remember the Clohessys ancl Johnny and Willie Dooley 
and all the good hurlers in all the other teams. But 
unfortunately that is all gone. That time you would know 
weeks ahead what teams would be playing, nowadays you 
would not know when there is an east huding match on. 
I like watching rugby but I wouldn't dream of going to a 
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rugby match. I got tickets in Cork one day for a rugby 
match in Tbomond Park but I wouldn't even go. I couldn't 
be bothered; I just haven't the interest in going. If there 
was a rugby match in Thomond Park or a hurling match 
above in Ballycastle I would be going to the hurling match 
however faraway it was. That is the way I am orientated. 
We travel all over the country to matches, to Mullingar, 
Newry, Sligo, Roscommon, Galway, Dublin, Tullarnore, 
you name it we have been there. We just decide we are 
going to a match and tl1at's it, we are gone. 
Those arc the good old times and I always enjoyed life 
anyway. Life is changed; things cannot stay the same 
always . It has changed from my times and it will change 
for the youngsters that are here today, it will change for 
them as well . 
I collect a lot of stuff about the G.A.A. now and some 
people have said that 1 am mad to be collecting it but that 
is a hobby I have. I have a big collection of memorabilia 
and 1 have been collecting that since I was about nine years 
old. Unfortunately Ireland was in a bad way economically 
in the 6o's and in 1966, when I was 16 years old I 
emigrated to England. I spen t twelve months or 
thereabouts over there, Jiving in London and on Stoke on 
Trent but I didn't like it, I couldn't settle down. I returned 
home for Christmas 1967 and l didn't go back. Of course a 
lot of the stuff I had collected was gone by the time I 
returned home. So, in 1968 or 1969 I started collecting 
again and I have been collecting since. 

Army Life 
I enlisted as a soldier in the I1ish Army in Limerick on 
Friday 13th October 1978. Friday the 13th is supposed to 
be an unluckY day but, for me it was the luckiest day 1 ever 
had. After joining up on the 13th I started my army career 
on 16th October (my pa rents wedding anniversmy). I 
went to Clonmel on that clay to join the 1st battalion and 
when I finished my recruitment tt·aining early in 1979 I 
started in Cork and I stayed there until the 13th October, 
2009 when I retired. I spent thirty great years in Cork and 
I made a lot of friends there. 
I would say I was a bit more mature than the usual recruits 
when I enlisted. I was twenty eight years old, and there is 
a big difference between twenty eight and eighteen, which 
is the age when most soldiers join up. All the young 
fellows who were with us found army life hard to handle 
but I bandied it well enough and as 1 said before because I 
was older I did not find army li fe pa1ticularly hard. And 
again it was in the blood. I liked the life, it could be ve1y 
regimented at times, but army life has to be strict because 
it has to test whether you are fit to cope with the many 
nerve-racking circumstances you could meet. It tests you 
for your ability to obey orders without question, to remain 
calm in traumatic conditions and for your skill in handling 
guns in peaceful and combat situations. When you are in 
the army you have to have discipline o•· otherwise you 
would not be able to keep it together. Army life is what you 
make of it and to succeed you bave to adapt yourself to it. 
You can make it a good life or you can make it a bad life, it 
is up to yourself. 1 think tl1at it would be a great experience 
and training for any young fellow to go into the army. I 

must say 1 had a good time myself, eve1yday was different 
and although there were ups and do>~~lS you had to be 
prepared to take that. As with life you have to take 
e1•e1yday as it comes. 
Once I had my recruitment training over I moved to the 
southern Command at Cork Barracks and l made a couple 
of great friends there. One of them was a Tipp man and 
the other was a Cork man, they encomaged me to do a 
N.C.O.'s course and they looked after me wh ile I was doing 
it. I am to be ve•y grateful to those people because they 
were great friends and a great help to me during my entire 
career. I got a job in the army command service, it is called 
barrack service, and I had to keep track of all the furniture, 
all the cooking utensils, all the gear and equipment of the 
whole area especially of our own company, and everything 
had to be recorded. 1 was in the command depot for seven 
and half years, from 1979 to 1986. 1 then moved to the 
fourth battalion and I spent from November 1986 to 
October 2009 in this position, and for the remaining years 
of my anny career I was tl1e assistant manager of the 
private mess. I enjoyed that job too because you would 
meet all the different people from different areas. I had to 
be there to keep an eye on things, to see that everytl1ing 
was going ok and that there were no problems. 
It was a happy time for me; I always lived in the barracks. 
The living quarters were mostly for s ingle men, the 
married qua1ters that had been there were phased out and 
in my time there were very few of them left and eventually 
they were knocked down completely. There was plenty to 
occupy me on my time off; there was pool, darts a11d other 
indoor sports and television. But I was never much into 
indoor sports; hurling and football were always my main 
interest. 
I remember that when I joined the army I met a man from 
the Nenagh direction who told me to go home whenever I 
possibly could and he told me that when I was not on duty 
at the barracks over the weekend to go away home on a 
Friday. 'Tbe day will come when you have to go back 
home,' he said, ' if you lose contact' he said 'you have no 
contact'. So I used always come home, the one time 1 could 
not go was when I was on duty, when I was overseas or 
when I was doing border duty 
I was on border duty dm·ing the trottbles in Northern 
ireland; I could be on duty for monthly or weekly stints of 
duty. It was mostly for a week's duration at a time. The 
patrol duty consisted of patrolling the area that was 
assigned to our battalion and keeping a watching brief for 
any activity that could be classed as suspect. We could be 
sent to any area on the border, Monahan, Dundalk and any 
of the other border towns. Our platoon was based mostly 
on the Monahan and Cavan borders. I always wanted to go 
to Donegal on the patrol but our company were never 
assigned to Donegal. We were billeted in the barracks in 
Monaghan and Cavan, but in Donegal there were only 
army huts and it was similar to the Knockalisheen camp in 
Limerick. There was a cettain amount of danger attached 
to this duty bu t we learned to li ve with it. 
The one tl1in.g 1 wanted to do when I joined the army and 
had my training done was to go on a tou•· of duty overseas. 
I served in the Lebanon for six months from November 
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or working in the barracks there was always a 
possibility of being ambushed, attacked or blown 
up by landrnines. The country itself was very 
different to Ireland, once you came to the end of 
February the weather got warmer and it got 
hotter from then on. The land was poor 
agriculturally and the farmers there did a lot of 
tilling and growing fruit and vegetables and so 
on. Maybe we were in the quietest area but the 
people we met, in the time we were there, were 
very friendly and looked after us, they never 
bassled us nor caused us any trouble, and we 
were accepted as being in their country as a 
protection for them. 
There was one failing in the army; it was that 
when you retired you were forgotten about. 
Times have changed now and it is no harm, it 
was tough when you left before because you had 
no contact. Nowadays it has changed, I was back 
in Cork last week, and the army has a place 
where they are starting an organisation for the 
retired army personnel. The1·c will be a meeting 
eve1y month and it is for anyone who wa nts to 
attend. It is ma rvellous now because if there is 
anything going on in Cork they will always 
contact me and all my ex army friends, and invite 
us back to whatever event is happening. 
I was very happy in the army, eve1y day was 
different, J cou lei have good days and bad days, 
and I would have days when I would think that J 
was going nowhere and days then when 
eve1ything went the finest. l met great friends, 
not just in the army but outside of the army as 
well. I met some fine people from other barracks 
especially when 1 was ove•·seas, but 
unfortunately you'd be with them for six months 
and then you might never meet them again. It 
takes a bit of time to adjust to army life, but all 
the fellows that you would have under you and 
that you would be working with, they would all 
help out and they would never let you down. It 
is a case of when it comes to it, you would not let 
them down either, and you treat them the same 
way as they treat you. That is life, both in the 
army and outside of it. 
This is a small glimpse into the varied and 
interesting life of Danny Beaty Life in the army 
p•·o,~ded him with many diverse and unsafe 
experiences, especially during his time in the 
Lebanon and on border patrol in Ireland during 
the t roubles. He is a G.A.A. man first and last, 
pla)~ng the game since boyhood, attending every 
match he could and he is now collecting many 
artefacts and memorabilia of the association. A 
quiet unassuming man he is the epitome of all 
that is good in an Irish person. To put it in a 
nutshell he is a true Gael. It was a wonderful 
ex'Petience and a pleasure to talk to him about 
his life and l want to thank him for this 
opportunity. 

Danny on duhJ in the Lebanon 

Danny in the Lebanon 

Portr·ait ojMick Mackey in Danny's 
Museum. 
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f../R: Patricia Ryan, Gabrielle 
Bowmlln, Tom Heffeman, Mary 

Dillon, Fr. Pllt Burns, ,Judy 
O'Grady, Pauline Quinn, Breda 
O'Dwyer, Noreen O'Dwyer and 

KiNy Franklin. 

M 
cdjugo1jc is a beautiful and very peaceful t0\\11 in 
the mountains of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It was 
just a little hamlet until it became famous for the 

Apparitions of Our Lady in 1981. 

I made my first pilg1·image to Medjugotje in July of 2013. 
lt was a wonderful experience. I travelled with my friends 
from our local prayer group which has been going strong 
for the past six years. We returned in 2014 and it seemed 
like the natural thing to do again this year, so we organised 
our pilgrimage for the later time of September when the 
temperatures are a little bit cooler. 

My friend Breda and I decided to contact Marian 
Pilgrimages to get all the information available on 
organising our own pilgrimage. We advertised and kept 
our fingers crossed and hoped we would get some interest, 
we were thrilled with the response. We got eight brave 
people who were p1·epared to put their trust in us! We 
were also delighted when Fr BllnlS offered to join us as our 
spiritual dil·ector. 

The day of our trip finally dawned. On a lovely moming in 
September we lefl for the airport where we met with the 
other pilgrims all on our way to meet Our Lady! 

We arrived in Dubrovnik at 7.3opm and 1 could feel the 
very pleasant heat of the evening and looked forward to a 
wonderful week in illedjugorje! There were several 
coaches waiting to take us on the three hour journey to our 
destination. Each coach had its own tour guide. ·n,ese 
wonderful gi rls are deeply inspired by the presence of Our 
Lady in their country. As it was late when we arrived in 
Dubrovnik, the journey to Medjugo1je was done in the 
dark, but we looked forward to seeing the beautiful sights 
of the amazing Adriatic coastline oo our ,·eturn jou rney. 

Our tirst morning in Medjugorje sta1ted with the English 
mass and then on to the adjoining hall where we were 
introduced to our guides and to the other priests who had 
travelled with their parishioners from aU parts of Ireland. 

Mcdjugorje can be as busy or as still as you want it to be. 
The most amazing aspect of this beautiful place is the 
tangible peace found there which is not to be found 
anywhere else in the wol'ld. 

There are three Apparition sites in Mcdjugorje. The Blue 
Cross, Apparition Hill and Cross Mountain or locally 
called Krizevac. These sites may be t·eached by walking 
through the fields on paths of red earth which are well 
trodden by the millions of pilgrims passing through since 
1981. These paths lead to the little village of Bijakovici 
where the climb starts to the various Apparition sites. 

Breakfast starts at 6am for those who brave the mountain. 
Walks start at 6 30am and back for mass at lOam. This 
may sound busy but let me assure you that it is 
exhilarating while at the same time also very peaceful! For 
those who prefe1· to stay in the g1·ounds of St. James's 
Church the guides organise o ther events . 

What is most striking in Medjugo1j e is the outdoor 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. This takes place each 
Wednesday and Saturday f1·om 10-u pm in the stillness of 
the heat of the night. It is attended by the thousands of 
pilgrims both young and old from every corner of the 
world. It is truly a sight to behold. 

We took time out to visit Cenacolo a refuge centre for 
recovering addicts. Here we listened to some amazing 
testimonies from several young men who had suffered 
gravely from all kinds of addiction. We also took a short 
drive to the Franciscan Monastery of St. Anthony of Padua 
in Humac just a few miles from Medjugorje where we 
attended Mass and were blessed with the relic of the saint. 

We were also blessed with Lhe wonderful group of people 
that travelled with us. We mixed prayer with fun and had 
an amazing pilgrimage. I think we all brought home a 
little piece of Medjugorje in our hearts. It is b·uly a place 
where !·leaven meets earth and I am ah-eady looking 
forward to my pilgrimage next year! 
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YOUTH CONFE ... '"-L:.<NCE ALL ... .&.rli....._,LOWS COLLEGE, 
DUBLIN 

REPORT FROM l'ADRAIG RYAN, COLMAN O' DRISCOLL, SEAN LOOBY AND JOHN O'DRISCOU. 

THREE LOCAL YOUTHS FROM TEMPLEBRADEN 
SEAN LOOBY, PADRAIG RYAN AND OLIVER, COLMAN 
AND JOHN O'DRISCOLL ATTENDED THE NATIONAL 
YOUTH CONFERENCE HELD IN AUGUST IN ALL 
HALLOWS COLLEGE, DUBLIN. 
On arriving in Dublin on Sat 29th August, we took the 
Luas to Abbey St and walked the 2 miles to All HaJlows 
College in Dromcondra. On arrival, we checked into our 
rooms and then made our way to the Hall for Opening 
prayers. The theme for the Conference was "Mary went in 
Haste" and many of the talks were based m·ound this 
theme. On the Sat. night, we had a social with live music 
and entertainment. Meals were provided for us on both 
days, which were lovely. Sunday morning began with 
br·eakfast and Opening prayers followed by a talk from 
Archbishop Eamon Martin on the role of Youth in the 
continuation of the Catholic Church. Th is was very 
interesting, as he felt very positive about the future of the 
Church. His talk was based on the Challenges and 
Opportunities for young people in the Church today. His 
basic message was to try to spread the faith on a one to one 
basis and spread it witl1 love and people will then respond 
to that. He told us that there a 'hunger to understand our 
faith' and that the answer to that must begin on the gl'otmd 
by groups of people such as tl1e Legion of Mary. We 
listened to talks from various speakers who had come back 
to God after many years in the v.~lderness. Now that they 

took place in the college chapel . There was a real sense of 
a prayerfulness and tranquillity amongst the group during 
this hour. 
We found t he workshops interesting as we could 
participate and give our opinions on the different topics 
e.g. sharing your faith, computer use and prayer life, what 
is a soul and why should we bother saving one? Mass was 
celebrated on the Sunday by the Papal Nuncio to Ireland, 
Archbishop Charles Brown. In his homily, the Archbishop 
encouraged us to prioritise prayer and study of the 
Catechism to be able to give the light of Christ to a world 
in urgent need of God. After th.e Mass, the Papal Nuncio 
spoke to us about our work in the Legion and what we 
were studying in college. We also had a picture taken v.~th 
him, which appeared in the 'Irish Catholic' 
Fr. John Harris OP concluded t11e conference with a call to 
action to us young people to bring Christ to those around 
us and help write the future of the Trish Church. Overall, 
the weekend was highly enjoyable and inspiring for us as 
young people to meet others committed to continuing the 
work started by Frank Duff and Edel Quinn. 
Overall, there was a lovely relaxed atmosphere and we are 
looking forward to going again next year. We would 
especially like to thank the Legion of Ma1y for sponsoring 
us and would encourage other young people to try it next 
year, as it is open to all young people between the ages of 
18-30. 

bad found God, again in !1'r!'i'r""'I'!P"...-:;;:--r. ,.,...,.....,. 
their lives they were much 
happier and fulfilled. Over 
the course of the weekend, 
we also met many other 
young people from around 
the countty committed to 
their faith. Many of these 
young people were fellow 
members of the Legion of 
Mary. Some gave 
testimonies highlighting the 
work they cany out such as 
prison visitation, visitation 
of the elderly, work with 
those on the margins of 
society etc. We were 
inspired by these 
testimonies and high ly •k•·"' 
impressed by the l"&oo«•" 
remarkable work the Legion 
of Mary quietly undertakes 
around the countrY. On the 
Saturday night, the Sister'S 
of the Franciscan Renewal 
from Drogheda played 
guitar and sang as adoration 

F•·ont row: L/R: Sean Looby, John O'Drisco/1, Papal Nuncio Archbishop Charles Brown 
Back row: Oliver O'Drisco/1, Padraig Ryan and Colman O'Drisco/1 
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A nother year has passed in St. Anthonys and what a 
~reat year it has been, having expanded to om· full 
capacity of 60 residents. 

There is a full-time activities co-ordinator employed at the 
nursing home, working Monday to Friday and ensuring 
that all of our residents are engaged in different types of 
activities, on a daily basis, and depending on their 
interests and abilities. There is also a pmt-time activities 
co-ordinator on Mondays and Fridays, specialising in Arts 
and Crafts. A wheelchair friendly mini-van recently 
purchased has p roven to be a great asset to St. Anthonys. 
lt is currently being used to take residents to day care 
centres, shopping in Limerick, to medical appointments 
and also to any other outings and day trips e.g. the 
Cappamore Show at wh ich a number of residents attend 
annually. 

The activities in the nursing home vary from day to day 
and season to season. During the summer months, we 
avail of the fresh air as much as possible. Light therapeutic 
activities such as jigsaws, knitting, listening to music and 
also just simply chatting with visitors and other residents 
are enjoyed on our patio at the f•·ont of the building. Our 
four little hens are visited regularly by the residents, who 
also love to check how our vegetable patch is coming 
along, if the hens a1·e fed and watered and if the eggs are 
collected. Our on-site mini golf is in great demand when 
the weather is favourable. It is amazing to see some of the 
residents who had never picked up a golf club, enjoy the 
game so much and improve each time they play. 

All the racing festivals create g•·eat interest, in particular 
Cheltenham and the Galway Races in August, when we 
brought ladies day at the races to St. Anthonys, "~th 
everyone getting a fancy hat to wear and drawing their 
own horse, and cheering them on. An enjoyable evening 
was bad by all. 

As the summer drew to a close, more emphasis was 
focused on indoor activities for the enjoyment of the 
residents. Music is a favourite for the majority of residents 
and in the last few months we have had a numbe•· of 
groups performing for us. These included a travelling 
p•·ofessional drama group, The Butterfly Company, and 
Terri Mai, all who specialise in performing songs and 
dances in Nursing homes. Students from Nicker National 
School and Doon Secondary school Transition Year also 
came to entertain the Residents. Our local radio stations, 
'East Limerick Radio' and Tippermy Mid West Radio are 
regular visitors to our home. East Limerick Radio played 
all of the old favourite songs to round up a fantastic 
'Positive Ageing Week' at the start of October. Both 
stations also ail·ed live programmes from St. Anthony's 
during the yea r when many of the residents were 
interviewed. The Ramblers' continue to be regular '~sito•·s 
of ours to perform thei•· music and song; the residents 
continue to look fonvard to their visits. 

Our group acti•ities here in St. Anthonys include a1t and 
craft, knitting and crochet, newspaper discussion group, 
potting plants and flowers, baking demonstrations (with 
help from the residents), bingo and regular seated exercise 
groups. 

As well as the exe•·cise g•·oups, a physiotherapist visits the 
nursing home weekly and is doing fantastic work with 
evel)'One who is referred to him. A hairdresser and a 
chiropodist also attend regularly for the wellbeing of our 
residents. 

A strong emphasis is being put on positive mental health 
by the activities co-ordinator and all the staff. We like to 
enstn·e that residents get the one-to-one attention they 
need by being able to chat, reminisce on their past and be 
pampered by having their nails manicured or hair styled in 
ou•· new hair salon. Residents are encouraged to take part 
in as many activities as possible. Being able to request 
what activities they like to do is very important, even if it 
is as simple as going for a walk m-ound the building o•· the 
grounds. 

Religious activities such as weeldy Mass, prayer groups, 
fo•t nightly visits from the Legion of Mary and also our 
annual Mass for our dearly departed residents continue to 
hold importance in St. Anthony's. All religious denom
inations are catered for. 
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Our annual Halloween Fancy Dress Party was held on 
Saturday the 31st with treats for all of the residents 
children, grandchildren, great-grandchildt·en and even 
great-gr·eat grandchildren who joined us to celebrate 
halloween with their loved ones. It was a great success and 
many of the staff and residents dressed up to add to the 
atmosphere. 

to the programme and further strengthen the quality of 
this full-time service in the nursing home. 
All the staff in St. Anthony's, u11der the management and 
guidance of Sean and Teny strve to make St. Anthony's a 
caring and positive environment for both residents and 
thei r families. 

Our next big event is our residents Christmas party. It is 
attended annually by all families and is always a great 
event. Our thanks to Brian, Michael and Noreen who have 
never failed to make Christmas a joyous occasion over the 
years. 

A special word of thanks to everyone who calls to 
visit/ entertain our· residents. Visitors are always welcome 
to St. Anthony's. 

Best Wishes to all for Christmas and 2016. 

The activities co-ordinator aims to continue to add variety 

St. Anthony's Nursing Home 

Kilduff Castle, Pallasgreen, Co. Limeri ck 

ST. ANTHONY'S IS A 60 BED FAMILY RUN PRIVATE NURSING HOME 
OFFERING CARE AND COMFORT W ITH DIGNITY 

24~hr nursing care supported by Fetac Certified Health Care Assistants. 

Respite, convalescence and long-term care. All setvices available . 
Fair Deal approved. HSE and HIQA Registered. VHI, Laya & Aviva approved 

Private and Semi Private en~suite bedrooms~ new day room~ dining room~ and visitors' room. GP 
Clinical Room~ prayer room~ therapy room e tc. Activities Dally. 

Tel. 061 384104 Fax. 061 388762 email: info@stanthonysnursinghome. ie 

Best Wishes to Pallasgreen/Templebraden Historical Society from -

Harding LawniDowers 
Brackile, Pallasgreen, Co. Limerick. Tel: 061-384197 Mobile: 086-8362381 

Open Monday 10 Saturday: 9 am 10 6 pm 

uA cut above the rest!' 

All popular brands in stock 

--J 

Sales & Service or Lawnmowcrs. $trimmers, Chainsaws, Hedge Trimmers, Mixers, Generators etc. 
Fr<'e collection and delivery service available on all Tractor Lawnmowers. 

For servii't• ttp 111 Marc·lt l sr - Wolk /Jehind Lawnmowers serviced ar very keen prices! 
Sct'llflfltlll" Sr•ltt'lllt' availoble on Tracrors & 1/·ade Tn :f Welcome 

Contact Jim or Teresa 
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On 30th August last, the whole of 
Pallasg•·een appeared to be crammed 
into the Red Deer bar in the village, 
awaiting breathlessly for the news of 
who was going to be elected Mayor of 
Pallasgreen this year. Most nervous of 
all were the three candidates who bad 
spent the previous two months 
working hard to raise money for their 
chosen local organisations, Eimear 
Laffan running for Pallasgreen 
Sarsfields LGFA, Bernie O'Su llivan 
for the Combined Residents 
Association, and Laura Heelan for 
Pallasgreen GAA. Shortly after 10p.m. 
John Hickie the independent 
adjudicator arrived with the results of 
the election, and announcing them to 
the assembled crowd, he deemed that 
Laum Heelan, after collecting in 
excess of €17,000 was deemed elected 
Mayor of Pallasgreen. 
Born in 1992 to Billy and Gemldine 
Heelan (nee Gammell), Laura is a 
Pallasgreen woman through and 
through. Her involvement with the 
GAA club started as a young age, 
playing with the club at juvenile level, 
and being strongly involved with the 
Sarsfield's Ladies Football club from 
its founding until this year. Laura 
attended the local national school in 
Nicker with her friends and 
neighbours, before going to secondary 
school in Cappamore. After finishing 
her Leaving Certificate Laura enrolled 
in Business and Event Management 
in l.IT, where she has picked up a 
number of skills which have stood her 
well over the last few years. 
It was dul'ing a work placement from 
LIT at Castle Ol iver, and later working 
in Whelan's Chasers Bar and 
Restaurant in Pallasgreen that Laura 
discovered her passion for 
fundraising and event management. 
Being involved with wedding and 
other major events gave her a feeling 
for organising entertainments and 
managing all the complications and 
occasional mishaps tl1at come wi lh 
lru·ge and complex events. ln 2011, she 
took her first steps in fundraising 
helping to organise a Walk for Cancer 
locally which raised C2,6oo in order 
to help fund research into 
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understanding and finding a cure for 
cancer. Her involvement with 
Sarsfields Ladies also saw her 
organise fundraising events locally 
which generated a much needed 
C1,500 for the fledgling club. 
But it was with Pallasgrecn GAA club 
that Laura's fundraising abilities 
blossomed. Two years ago she was 
approached by her uncle ,John 
Gammell, a long time member and 
then vice-chairman of the club and 
was persuaded to run for Mayo•· of 
Pallasgreen against Colin Ryan 
Malachy and Aoife !tanning, all three 
candidates fundraising for 
Pallasgreen GAA. Over the course of 
six weeks Laura managed to raise 
€6,640 for the club and and was only 
pipped at the post by Colin Malachy 
who raised C7.oso. vVhile there was 
no mayoral race in 2014, Laura was 
again persuaded by he•· uncle, now 
chairman of the club to run again in 
2015. 
Given a two month run in Laura was 
able to arrange a number of events 
both big and small, from running a 
kids camp on Sunday afternoons over 
the summer and film nights in the 
community hall which were big hits 
with the children of the parish, to an 
elaborate mock wedding, in wh icl1 a 
number of relatives and friends took 
part as the celebrant, the couple and 
their families and guests. Laura was 
also able to organise a number of 
quizzes, pool and darts tournaments 
in the local pubs and ran a very 
enjoyable and well supported soccer 
tournament in the village to raise 
fu nds fo•· the club and he•· Mayoral 
campaign. Lama w;,s also able to use 
her powers of persuasion to get local 
businesses involved with the 
fundraising efforts, receiving both 
raffle prizes and sponsorship through 
the course of her campaign. 
The tension built up over the months, 
but on the night of the 30th August, 
when Laura was announced as mayor 
after having raised the unbelievable 
amount of €:17,550 through her hard 
work and dedication, it all paid off 
magnificently. The fruits of her labour 
are becoming increasingly evident 
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over the last few montl1s, with the 
money •·aised go ing a long way 
towa rds the development of an all 
weather training pitch on the GM 
club field in the village, which will 
allow all teams both juvenile and 
adults to train throughout the year 
and also give an opportunity to local 
groups to exercise and play sports 
through the winter months. 
Talking to Laura during these months 
and helping he•· out, it was clea•· thal 
she was putting her heart and soul 
into the wo•·k, and at times she was so 
busy it was almost like she was in ten 
places or more at once. But as l.aura 
wiU freely admit, it was only with the 
help of her family, especially her 
mother Geraldine, her cousin Ge•·ry 
and her aunt Teresa and the 
encoUI'agement and prodding her 
uncle John gave her ea rlier on in the 
year to I'LIIl again, that she put herself 
forward for Mayor. 
Congratulations to our new Mayor 
Laura llcelan, and a big thanks goes 
to her from all who are im•olved with 
Pallasgrecn GAA club, players, 
traine•·s, officials and supporters 
alike. We wish her well in he•· yeaJ' as 
First Lady, and the best of luck for her 
future career, where she will be an 
undoubted asset wherever sbe goes. 

J';Jayorcss l.aw·a Heelan with her 
gmnclfather Bill Gammell 
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B
ees areoneofthe major types of pollinator and they 
play an important role in the pollination of 
flowering plants. About one third of the human food 

supply depends on such pollination. Honey bees arc the 
most commonly used as they are easily managed and can 
pollinate a wide variety of crops. When a bee collects 
nectar from a flower, pollen from its anther sticks to her· 
body. The pollen will rub off onto the next plant the bee 
visi ts, t hus causing pollination. Pollination can be 
accomplished through artificial means also. One method 
is to usc a fine brush to collect pollen from the male part of 
U1e plant wh ich is then deposited on the female pmt to 
complete the process. 
The lloney Bee is far older than Mankind and has evolved 
a symbiotic relationship with Nature. Unfortunately, man 
has failed to do this which does not bode well for our 
future! The honey bee is a vital part of the cycle of life and 
its disappeara nce would be disastrous for worldwide food 
production. Many of the bee diseases ar·e enhanced by ou r· 
disruption of their natural li re cycle, as in their use for 
commerci:r l poll ination. In times past beekeepers could 
make a living from beekeeping but U1is is becoming 
increasingly difficult due to the factors mentioned in the 
following inteniew with a local beekeeper. Given the 
nature and scope of the problems facing the bee 
population of the worlcl and their environmental 
implications it is imperative that Govemments worldwide 
incr·case fundiog and research into all possible methods of 
comb:rting this impending catastrophe. 

'l'rans e•·ipt of an lnte•·vicw conducte d with an East 
Limerick Beekeepe•·· 
It is Friday 26/ 02/ 2010 and I am conducting an inten•iew 
"ith a local beekeeper of longstanding. 

Interviewer: Can you tell me how long you have been 
keeping bees and how many hives you now have? 

Beekeeper: Well Ciaran, I started beekeeping in 1950, 
that was the first swarm of bees that I had and I am 
beekeeping since then. I was in it in a bigger way some 
years ago, but now 1 have retained it only as a hobby and I 
have hopefully about twenty hives at the moment. T won't 
know for sure what my "inter losses are until nex't April, 
and then I'll know exactly how many stocks of bees T have. 
Inte rviewer: How suitable is this part of East Limerick 
for beekeeping and what kind uf honey yield per hive 
would be usual here? 

Beekeeper: I rememhrll' It lll'in)l ~n i d years ago, that if 
you draw a line from Cod< to l )m~l l!'drr or Dundalk and if 
you really waoted good hont•y pmdm·lion you'd live east of 
that line. To a certain cxl\'n t, it I• t r•ut• l hat the better 
arable land would be on tlw t'IINI shit• uf that lin~, and 
generally speaking, East Linll'rwk wnuld i>l' n•gnrdt•d us 

marginal. However, I happen to know from Geologists 
who visit here, that the most volcanic area in the whole of 
the British Isles and Ireland is between Pallasgreen and 
Caherconlish. They say it is roughly like a rugby ball about 
eleven miles by seven. The explorations that are going on 
at the moment with the Canadian mining company are all 
based in that area and they are finding Zinc and Lead. It is 
always the rock formation that determines the flora on the 
surface. 

So, living in that area and over a number of years 
pr·oducing honey, I have found it quite interesting how the 
honey yield can vary even in a half mile of the road. What 
will be produced in one area can be completely different in 
the space of a half a mile. The yield and variety of honey 
can vary greatly in areas within a half mile of each other. 
It varies so greatly that you'd never suspect it. So this 
makes this area very interesting and I remember reading 
that one of the earl iest l::nglish explorers wrote, that in his 
opinion he thought that the finest grazing Janel in the 
world was on the slopes of Pallasgreen, that would he 
between Pallasgreen and Doon, the l1ills of Doon. 
Now I do know that there is an area halfway down there 
that is very often flooded, but again I would say that to a 
certain extent, he is right but that is because of the past 
volcanic activity in the Pallasgreen area. So all of that has 
had its direct influence on honey production and for the 
most part my experience over a number of years would be 
that this area is quite good. 
lnte1'Viewer: Would you have an average figure? 

Beekeeper: It depends on who you meet on how much a 
hive of bees would produce, but over a number of years I 
have said that if I average; now I mean average, 30 lbs of 
honey per hive annually I am happy. Other beekeepers 
"~II say "oh! don't minclthat man, you can get a 100lbs of 
honey". I know you can sometimes get 10olbs of honey 
and maybe I did get 100 lbs of honey at times but I am 
sa)'ing that, if over a period of time you average 30 lbs of 
honey you will be doing quite well, at least I feel I wou ld be 
doing quite well. However, the average means that you 
count the lost hives; you count your stocks before the 
winter comes, how many hives of bees you have put aside 
for the winter. You have to count the ones that did not 
survive to get a genuine average. 

Interviewer: What are the benefits to plants and to the 
environment from bees? 
Beekeeper: It is very important and it is becoming more 
and more so. There are certain flowers that depend on 
almost completely on the honeybee. Let's say the foxglove, 
that flower is completely dependant on the bumblebee, if 
there isn't a bumblebee, that flower will not be pollinated 
and will disappear. So it is vital because bees are the best 
pollinators in nature and roughly one third of everything 
that we eat is present because of bees pollinating it. If bees 
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disappeared in the morning, one third of our food would 
go with them. Even Einstein apparently said that we 
would only survh·e six years if all the bees died. There is 
an extreme case at the moment in China where a province, 
a huge area, apparently, has wiped out all the pollinators 
by the wrong use of pesticides. At the moment Chinese 
people are up in the branches of fruit u·ees po llinating the 
blossoms manually. There might be ten, twenty Chinese at 
one apple b·ee or one fruit tree and they are all doing the 
work of the bee trying to pollinate them. But I say, that"s 
okay in China where you blow a whistle and maybe you 
could get so Chinese to help you, but if we had to go up on 
our fruit trees here "~th little cotton buds!! Yes, that's what 
you would be using. If we were going around with our 
cotton buds, then we would appreciate the work of the bee, 
but roughly, one third of what we cat is completely 
dependen t upon t he bee, so to t hat extent they are right. 

Intet·viewet·: Can you tell me someth ing about the 
beekeepers year and what kind of work it entails. 

BeekecJ>er : A lot depends on the individual beekeeper 
but over n period of years one gets very practical and will 
fix on a few occasions for inspecting the hive. St. Patrick's 
day is a good one, the bees break up the cluster they 
formed during the winter which is roughly in the middle of 
March. I would say anytime after the middle of March 
they have left the cluster. Now they have done a bit of work 
before that, they come out and go back into the cluster 
again and you will notice in February a few workers wil l 
come out and bring in their little pollen sacks. This is a 
good sign that they are breeding and that the queen 
hopefully is laying eggs and that there are young bees 
being produced. The cluster breaks up completely about 
the middle of March a11d then they all work as normal for 
the rest of the summer. 

That would be the first visit, after that it would be towards 
the end of May before you would inspect them again. They 
can build up to be very strong colon ies and if they get too 
strong the next problem is that they tend to swarm. A 
swarm is the natural way of reproduction for colonies like 
ants and bees and other social insects. If a hive swarms 
the young active bees go away with the old queen for the 
most part and you can say goodbye to your surplus, to your 
harvest, because they are the type of bees you need to 
produce the harvest for you. These you ng active bees, are 
gone off to find a new home and that is thei r way of 
propagating their species. That is a problem and that is 
someth ing that you should try to avoid or prevent, but it is 
not easy. 

There are several ways, some very complex ways, but if you 
feel that the colony is about to swarm or that you are going 
to lose nearly half of them one of the wisest things to do is 
to anticipate it Instead of trying to prevent it, help it. 
However hold on to the queen and a frame of eggs and 
food and let them rear theis· own young queen but you 
snust go back to inspect the hive because they will rear 
several queens so you have to go back and remove all of the 
queen cells except one. If you don't go back and they rear 
a couple of queens you could have a second and a third 
swarm. Now that is the simplest way, there arc more 

complicated ways of doing it but it means going back and 
forth to the bee hive and for me the simplest way is prevent 
it by anticipating the swarm and doing the division 
yourself. Take the queen and a frame of worker bees with 
eggs and brood and food plus an extra frame of food and 
put them into a separate hive and let that bu ild up fos· the 
summer, usually they do not produce a harvest except 
maybe a small one. Tbe main hive will produce the has-vest 
and they won't swarm on you. I have found that to be the 
simplest way of doing it. 

Interviewer: How do you see the future of beekeeping? 

Beekeeper: ::-lot great, there have been very great 
changes since I started beekeeping. TI1e disappearance of 
such a high percentage of the native flowers, because of 
modern agricultural practices, is the biggest one. In years 
gone by farmers kept a horse for the winte1· in a paddock 
and they ate all the grass that was there and they kept 
ea ting it until about April and after that the paddock 
suddenly became white with clover and that is a great 
source for the bees. Nowadays the horse has disappeared, 
the paddock has disappeared and in many, many cases so 
has the clover. The new types of clover, which are planted 
by farmers, not for the flower but for bulk in silage, some 
of them are of no benefit whatever to the bees. Probably 
the biggest change that I have noticed would be many 
years ago when bees left the hive they went into the fields 
and they took what was available from tl1e grasses and the 
flowers on the grou nd. Nowadays I am afraid the bees are 
looking up because there arc no wildflowers left in most of 
the fields and they are looking up at the trees and the 
shrubs and the main source of honey in some areas now is 
tree honey or shrub honey. The confirmation of this is a 
story that I heard about a family "~tl1 two boys, one of 
them became a civil servunt and was living in the suburbs 
of the city and his brother stayed at home on the fann. 
Paddy stuyed on the farm und Mikey was the civil sesvant 
living in the suburbs. Every spring Mikey would usk if he 
could bring his hive of bees out to the farm and Paddy 
would say "of course bring them out to tbe wild flowers". 
Nowadays Paddy goes to visit Mikey in the suburbs and 
asks Mikey "is it all right if I bring my hive of bees into the 
suburbs for the summer·. This is because the yield in the 
suburbs and even in the middle of London city is now 
higher than it is outside the city. They have all the 
Parklands with the sh rubs and trees in the city and a 
highes· temperatu1·e by a couple of degrees so that many 
beekeepers in the middle of London can produce mos·c 
honey than is produced in the countryside. These arc 
massive changes that have taken place which makes it 
more and more difficult for a beekeeper to live from honey 
production today. 

Cia ran Shan ahan 
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Eimear Laffan)s Mayoral Campaign 
As the club required much needed funding, we decided to 
enter the Mayor Campaign to raise money for our little club. 
T was the front for a fantastic supporting club. 

To kick-start the Mayor Campaign, a Movie night was held 
in the Community Centre. This brought ch ildren and 
parents alike and aU enjoyed the movie! A week later a table 
quiz was held in Power"s Pub, Old Pallas, with each round 
having a different theme, it proved very difficult to all the 
teams. Our fantastic quizmaster on the night was Elaine 
O'Dwyer. A huge thank you to Shane O'Keeffe for providing 
food on the night and allowing us to host the table quiz in 
his pub. 

On the third week of the Mayor campaign, a terrific 
traditional night was enjoyed in O'Dwyer's Bar. Music was 
provided by Eileen Leonard, Martin O'Shaughnessy, Tom 
Ryan and myself. All the members of the Junior team sold 
tickets for our Monste•· •·affic which was also held on tbe 
night. We were kindly donated many prizes for this and it 
pro,·ed a very successful night for us. The J'ool tournament 
was the ne.~t event held in the Red Deer. There was twenty 
four contende•-s for the prize of Cso which was SJ>Onsored 
by Dick Doherty. The night wt1s so competitive that it had to 
be extended to the week after as well as the matches were 
not all finished on the night. Congratulations to Darren 
Ryan on winning. 

A completely new event "Pallasgreen's Fittest Family and 
Fun Day' proved to be a fantastic day out, with something to 
enjoy for every age group. We were lucky to receive a lot of 
advertis ing for this event, with hoth the Limel"ick Leader 
and Limerick's Live 95fm promoting our day. On the day 
the weather was on our side and with many different 
amusements at the field on the day, there was an endless 
supply of fun. A massive thank you to Super Bounce for 
donating a magnificent Obstacle Cou•·se Bouncing Castle 
fo•· the day and to Emma O'Dtm, catherine Flynn and 
Sharyn cavanagh who helped out on the day. The main 
highlight of the day was the question of which family was 
going to be crowned Pallasgreen's fittest 
family. Each family required one female to 
compete. The course tested every aspect of 
fitness and proved that nume•·ous simple 
tasks in quick succession can be extremely 
difficult to complete. A huge thank you to 
Aidan Sbanahan and Ciara Morgan for 
designing and running the course. The 
presentations were held in The Chaser Bar & 
Restaurant thai evening wh ich •·cvcalcd that 
o nly by a split second did the Rothe Family 
of Bally-voreen become Pallasgn>cn ·s fill est 
family. Other mock aw;ll"(]s nnd pl"izcs were 
presented on the night which \vt't"(' devised 
and sponsored by An n & J immy Funni •'!l· 

A week later a U12 and U10 hlllz wuR lwld in 
Pallasgreen GAA field whkh hmughl l!'lllliS 

from Oola, Arvalc RO\•ers and Sl Aillll's. 
This was greatly enjoyed hy ull till' jlitiM 

taking part with much footbnll tuh•nl lu ht• 

seen. Thank you to Frankie Roche for setting out the field, 
and to Eadaoin O'Connell, Brian Fanning and Alan 
Cosgrave who were our referees on the day. Thank you also 
to Pallasgreen GAA club for letting us use their faci lities on 
the day. After tl1c blitz a d isco was held in the Community 
cent•·e. 'l11ere ecstatic atmosphere in the hall v.~th everyone 
dancing, including parents. Musical statues was played, 
however we did not predict the proficiency of the children 
in this game so this continued for quite some time. Thank 
you to Anne O'Connor for all her help \\~th the hall and 
nume•·ous other events. Tl:lank you to Breda McGuinness 
and Margo Greene making teas and coffees on the night 
also. 

The final event was Dancing at the Crossroads held in the 
Idler Bar, Knockane. Some of our juvenile girls showed that 
they have more talent than just on the field with exquis ite 
sets of Irish dancing. Old style games such as skittles were 
also played. There was delicious food was cooked by Denis 
Fitzgerald, Ciara Morgan and Peter Laffan who 
demonstrated their excellent cooking skills. Re'"erse the 
Hearse performed amazingly on the night and even though 
it started to drizzle, it didn't dampen tbe spirits as people 
continued to dance throughout. Thank you to Tom 
O'Donnell and Rogc•· Butler for helping to set up on the day 
and to my dad for building the dancefloor. 

The wbole campaign was thoroughly enjoyable and team 
bonded greatly as we were meeting each other off the field 
nearly every week. It was also very enjoyable to get to l<now 
our juvenile team as these are ou•· players for the future. 
TI1ank you to my family especially my parents who did so 
much work to help me "~th all the events. Thank you to all 
the members of the Junior team who helped out with every 
event held. A massive thank you to everyone who sponsored 
prizes, supported us and helped us throughout! The 
generosity of people is truly appreciated. 

Eimea.r Laffan 
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It is with great sadness that w e record the passing of beloved m embe1·s of 
community since ow· last edition. 

November 2014 
Catherine Murnane nee Ryan of Lough. Interred in 
Ballinaclough Cemetery. 
Matthew (Matt) O'Connell of! Marian Te•·•·ace. lntcrred in 
St Columba's cemetery. 
Hanora (Annie) Harty nee O'Brien of Garranemore 
Interred in Old Pallas cemetery. 

December 2014 
Nora Murnane nee Walsh of Knockderk, Hosp ital. 
Interred inllallinlough Cemetery. 
Tommy O'Connell of Reading, London and formerly of 
Canon Lee Park. Interred in St Columbas Cemetery 
Mary Lonergan nee (Ryan Leahy) of Cross. Interred in Old 
Pallas cemetery 

Junuat•y 2015 
Thomas (Tom) O'Donnell of Avalon, Garranemore. 
Interred home in St Columba's Cemetery .. 
John (Johnny) Murphy of Canon Lee Park. Interred in St 
Columba's cemetery. 
Mam een Barrett (nee Moloney) of Castle-Erkin. Interred 
in Inch St. Lawrence Cemetery. 

February 2015 
Richard (Dick) Rafferty late of Garrison and formerly of 
Longstone, Cullen, Co. Tipperary. Interred St. Michael's 
Cemetery, Tippera•y Town. 

March 2015 
Patrick (Paddy) Hynan of no 5 Nicker. Interred in Old 
Pallas Cemetery. 
Ann O'Dwyer (Healy) 41 Jolm'sgate Village, formerly of 
London & Dromlara. Interred in Old Pallas cemetery. 
Sr. Joseph Mary O'Brien late of Swansea and formerly of 
Ballytrasna. 
Julia O'Doherty (nee Hogan) of Pennywell Road, 
Pennywell, Limerick and late of Deerpark, Pallasgreen. 
Interred in Mount Saint Oliver Cemetery. 

April 2015 
Josephine (Josie) Christian, nee Kennedy ofNavan Road, 
Dublin and formerly of Barna. Interred in Mulhuddart 
Cemetery. 
Peggie O'l)onovan Raheny, Dublin and formerly of 
Dromlara and Cullen, Tipperary. Interred in Cullen 
Cemete1y, 
Lance Ryan of San Francisco USA and late of Kilduff. 
Pat O'Brien, Mountphillips, Newport, Co. Tipperary and 
formerly of Old Pallas. Interred in Rockvale Cemetery, 
Newport. 

May 2015 
Daniel O'Dwyer, Santry, Dublin 9 and fom1erly of 
Newtown Ellard, l'allasgreen. lnterrred in Old Pallas 
cemetery. 
Joan Galvin nee O'Leary of Ballycgan, Lisselton, Co Kerry 
and Formerly of Harlesden, London and late of Old 
Pallas. interred in St. John's Cemetery, Ballybunion. 

June 2015 
Josie Quane nee Gleeson of Main Street Oola and 
formerly of Linfield. intemment took place in St Michaels 
Cemete•y Tippe•·ary. 

Au gust 2015 
Bridget (Biddie) O'Regan of Coologue, Old Pallas. 
Interred in Old Pallas Cemetery. 

September 2015 
Wayne McMahon of the Grove, Pallasgrcen and formerly 
of Castlequarter, Fedamore, interred in Mount St. 
Law•·ence Cemetery. 

Octobe•· 20 15 
Thomas O'Dwyer, Farranafina, Pallasgreen. Interred in 
Old Pallas Cemetery. 
Denis Murphy, of Knockballyfookeen. Interred in Old 
Pallas Cemetery. 
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Matt O'Connell 
Mal1 O'Conuelluth Feb 1952 - 17th November 2014 

,.-----------, Matt succumed to a short 
ill ness on 18th November 
last aud fought with great 
dignity and courage. It 
was the end of a 14-month 
struggle that included 
major surgery and 
t reatment. He may have 
lost his voice but not his 
Spirit. He lived eve1-y day 
as though his illness could 
not beat him. He made 
plans and lived his life as 
if he were immune to the 

ill ness. He stayed loving and caring unt il the end. It taught 
us first that we should never quit. His death has given us a 
greater appreciation of each other and also life. Matt bad a 
gift that he always knew how to make people feel better 
about themselves. Matt was beloved by legions of friends 
and family. He was caring and extremely kind. He led a 
colourful life and will be remembered for many th ings. He 
was well known in the dancing circles and had taught so 
many to dance. Michael Flately may have made millions 
but Matt gladdened a million hearts. In Set Dancing he 
was very competitive, so many Co. Finals were won in 
Senior Scor and also he trained many juvenile teams to 
Scor success. The Set was the signature act of the Scor 
Competition, the music was fast and lively and the dust 
rising from the stage, it was his moment, with the 
adrenal in kicki ng in, When either the Polka, Caledonian, 
SJiabh gCua or the Clare Set or begun to the roars of the 
encouraging aud ience. He seem to relish in the occasion 
and put his heart and soul into it. He was also very fussy 
about the uniforms and always had the groups in great 
style. He was very bubbly but also a ve1y engaging person. 
He was creative, he could just about do anyth ing and had 
tbis wonderful vision. Despite his illness the last few weeks 
of his life be was planning, there was so much work done 
in the last no of weeks, he had people running around 
doing odd jobs they might having bei1'g giving out in their 
own mind, but we knew what he was planning. So many 
things were impottant to him and he some fantastic 
friends who were so good him. Matt took the odd drin k, 
but there was a reason for that, the pub was a place for him 
to socialise and meet people but also he had with him his 
reading book and crossword from the paper. This was his 
way of interacting and if stuck for a clue he would send out 
an SOS and then the debate would start. Probably bis flair 
for fashion he wou ld be best •·emembered for. He worked 
in a number of wel l established Mens boutiques in 
Limer ick and then opened his own shop Ulysses Man Shop 
in Catherine Street for about· six years. He was always, as 
the term says "Dressed to thl) Nines" he loved clothes and 
as someone remarked around the timo of his funcrrtl, he 
was the best dressed man in l'!l ll us~n·t·n. lie hnd bought a 
beautiful suit for his nieces' wt•ddin!l hut didn't get :1 
chance to wear it due ill ness thL· dny lwfMl' thll wt•dding, 

but he made up for it later on with an appointment with to 
see Sr Carmel in the Regional Hospital. After the clothing 
industry Matt was emplo)•ed as a Chef with GPA in 
Shannon and continued with them up to a few years ago. 
With Christmas just gone, it was the time of the year he 
loved most, busy decorating etc. Christmas morning was 
the occasion he treasured most, with some friends calling. 
He had a number houses to visit and to him they were 
special but in return they were so ve1y good to him. He 
simply loved that morning. 
Funeral was from Ryan's funeral home to his residence. 
Pallasgreen GAA Club formed a guard of honour and 
accompanied the hearse through the village to his home. 
As the hearse paused outside, his former friends and set 
dancers danced a few steps of a Set. Requiem Mass the 
following day was concelebrated in Nicker Church by Fr 
Pat Burns and Canon Liam McNamara. Music and singing 
was by Michael Ryan and Anna Jayne Ryan who enriched 
the ceremony. Poignantly the communion reflection music 
was the violin tune of the Ballycommon set by Anna Jayne. 
The joumey to St Columba's cemete1y was met with a 
guard of honour by Pallasgreen GAA Club outside his 
home to his final resting place. 

Tommy O'Connell 
u th December 1956 - 8th Dec 2014 
The untimely passing :-:l:::-=--:-...,.~g 
of Tommy O'Connell 
of Reading, London 
and late of Canon Lee 
Park was a very sad 
and poignant time for 
the O'Connell family. 
Just sho1t of his 59th 
birthday Tommy 
O'Connell's untimely 
passi11g became the 
second O'Connell L-~-' 

brother to be called his maker. 
He had made the sad jow·ney home on November 18th for 
his brother Matt's funeral only to go to his own eternal 
reward three weeks later 011 December 8th in London. He 
was tbe fourth eldest in the O'Connell family. 
Anyone who knew him, knew him as a competitor in his 
younger days, he was always ve1y competit ive and ve1y 
skillful 'vith plenty of speed. And Speed was his major 
asset. He was a fine skilful footballer and soccer player, but 
it was his running athletics that he was well known for. He 
took 011 the best of them and beat them, either in cross 
country or track or road running, A light frame, of a lad 
there wasn't a pick in him and was always leading from the 
front. He won countless medals for running. He spent a lot 
of time running for Reenavarma Harriers Club in Doon. 
Although he received no dedicated coaching he was a 
natural and would run all day. He was considered one of 
the best runners of his era, he bad a great attitude, he 
enjoyed tbe competition and the people around him and 
the group locally who always 1·an together created a great 
camaraderie. 
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Another sport he excelled in was Darts, he was an 
exceptional Darts Player. He had a tremendous eye for the 
board. He was one of those guys you didn't want to play 
against in a match. He left li·eland for England over twenty 
years ago, and settled in Reading London. He fitted in very 
well and his kind nature saw him being "ery well got with 
his neighbours. lie always kept in touch with the 
happenings in Pallasgreen and like most emigrants would 
always receive the Crean Maga?.ine every Christmas. 
Tommy always loved coming home, and would do so as 
often as he could, Pallasgreen meant so much to him, and 
coming back to his family. !lis last visit home was in a 
different capacity, for Matt's fllneral and found it very 
hard, even though in good form after a being taken ill a 
month previously, he found it very difficult. He got time to 
catch up with friends and neighbou1·s etc, This time he was 
very lonesome going hack to London. 
Funeral was from Ryan's Funeral Home to 1\icker Church. 
Following requiem Mass Internment took place in St 
Columba's Cemete1y. 

Gerard O'Connell 

Thomas (Tom) O'Donnell 
The passing of Thomas (Tom) O'Donnell of Avalon, 
Carrane-more has occasioned great sadness th roughout 
Pallas-green and beyond and among his beloved family 
and friends. Tom is Survived by his wife Nora daughters 
Kerrie and Shirley and son Robert. Tom lost his battle 
after a short illness at the age of 61. A large crowd attended 
his removal and requiem Mass at St John The Baptist 
Church Nicker. A guard of honour was provided by the 
Motor Bike Community to wl1ich Tom was an enthusiast. 
Tom was predeceased by his Mother Mary and father Dan 
who was well knowll in the Insurance Business, trading as 
D. F. O'Donnell Insurance Brokers, Pallasgreen. lie took 
over the successful Insurance b1·oker business f1·om hi< 
late father at C•·eanmore House, Pallasg•·een before 
retiring. During his retirement he channelled his motoring 
skills and took up bus driving for a no of companies and of 
course he bad time for his true passion of Motor Cycling. 
lie passed away at Milford Care Centre and is greatly 
missed by all who knew him. A large crowd attended his 
removal at Ryan's funeral Home and the following day at 
his requiem Mass in Nicker Chu1·ch. Following requiem 
Mass internment took place across from his home in St 
Columba's Cemetery. 

Gerat·d O'Connell 

John(Johnny)~urphy 
19 March 1936 - 1:.! January 2015 

Pa llasgreen said 
goodbye to a great gael 
and a true gentleman 
at the funeral of the 
well -known John 
(Johnny) Mu1·phy of 
Canon Lee Park. 
Johnny died at the 

,..,.,,. University Hospital 
Limerick after 
suffering an illness 
before Christmas. 
!lis unexpected death 
was greeted with shock 
and sadness 
throughout the 

comm especially among the GAA Fratern ity 
whom he gave sterling service. A native of nearby Emly, Co 
Tipperary where he donned the club colours for many 
years and also a proud Tipperary man. A cornerback 
position he nailed down in the famous black and amber 
oolours, Johnny often recal led some h11ppy memories. One 
which stood out was when he marked the legend Tipperary 
hurler John Doyle and Johnny bate him up and down the 
field, a feat he was very proud to tell. Johnny met Nellie 
Ryan of Linfield over so years ago and settled down in 
Pallasgreen and reared three children, nvo daughters 
Mary, Margaret and son Timmy. His occupation was with 
Limerick County Council where he worked for almost 
nventy five years until his retirement in 1995. lie was a 
ve1y meticulous person and this was no more reflected in 
gardening duties he carried out for a number of 
neighbours. Everything was attention to detail and the 
place spick and span. A talented dancer with great feet, 
Johnny enjoyed dancing and especially ball room dancing. 
With time in his hands the local club availed of his set·vices 
and were very grateful as Johnny spent over thirteen years 
as caretaker to the field. His commitment and 
responsibility was outstanding, he served his duties with 
great diligence and to detail and wa~ always courteous and 
very helpful to all tea1ns prepari ng to play and to train on 
the field. Hundreds of people turned up to pay their last 
respects to a talented man who quietly touched the hearts 
of many through his modesty and kindness. The genuine 
affection in which he was held, was reflected in the tributes 
pa id to him by friends and the wider community. The local 
GM cl ub formed a guard of honour along with members 
of the Emly GAA club. The coffin was draped in the club 
colours, Johnny would have been chuffcd as the colours 
reflected both Pallasgreen and Tipperary. His Funeral was 
from his daughter Margaret's house in Moymore. Requiem 
Mass took place in Nicker Church and internment was in 
St CQlumbas cemetc1y. 

Ger-drd O'Connell 
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Mary Lonergan (nee Ryan Leahy) 

18 Jun e 1929-19 Oeee mbel' 2014 

Mary Lotlergan was one the most 
respected citizens who was held in 
high esteem within the community. 
She lh·ed to a great age of 85. Born 
and reared in Brackile Mary was a 
Pallasgrecn woman to the core. She 
met and mar·ried the late Michael 
Lonet·gan of Barna and together the 
couple reared their ten childr·cn, 
seven boys and three girls in the 

townlaod of Cross. Having reared a large family she 
suffered the loss of her beloved husband over sixteen years 
ago. An outgoing woman Mary was always on the go, she 
loved the outdoor life and her garden was very special to 
her. Her car made her very independent so she able to 
travel to her fami ly, friends and to bingo. The weekly bingo 
sessions meant a lot her as this brought her to interact and 
engage with people. A woman of very strong faith Mary 
was a regular mass goer and would sit always to the front 
of the church. Her family was very important to her. She 
loved the Saturday afternoons when they would converge 
on her home, and this she cherished very much. The late 
Mary suffered another major setback two years ago when 
her son Sean passed away in tbe home at the young age of 
53· His tragic passing was something she never really 
recovered from and impacted greatly on her health. She 
spent some time in hospital where her family were at her 
bedside every day. Mary finally succumbed to her illness 
and 1>assed away on r9U1 December 2014 surrounded by 
her family. Her funcrnl was from Ryan's funeral home to 
Nicker Church. Following requiem Mass internment took 
place iu Old Pallas cemetery. 

Gerard O'Connell 

Patrick (Paddy) Hynan 

..-------. The village of Nicker is all the poorer 
following the untimely passing of 
Paddy Patrick liynan of no 5 Nicker. 
l'addy who died peacefully at his 
honw was one of the great characters 
nnd r·uspectcd ci tizens in the 
ro r1 11Hnnity. W(') l known for his 
wnrult·r·ful St'nSt' of humours and wit. 
lit• wn• 11 vt•rJ' t'nllal\ing person and of 
11••nlnl 111111111' I lis passing expressed 

a great sense of shno·k 111 till' IIJir' ul "'\'I' Illy three. He was a 
great family mun r1111l ll'lllo'tlu lnrnlh ul four boys and two 
girls with his wih• ll rhl11••l ru•r• llt•rrnr·•••Y· I lis funeral was 
fr·om his honw 111 ' l't•mJIII•III'rlllr•n t ' l111r'ch. Following 
requiem Mass inll'llltlll'rll lur.h t'llll'r' in Old Pallas 
CemeteJ')'. 

c :r•mrd O'Connell 

Denis Murphy 
By Martina M u rphy 

The untimely death on Friday Octobt•r· 16th of Denis 
Mu r-phy, Knockballyfookeen caused widespread sadness 
in the community and also in his native l>arish of 13ruree. 
Denis died unexpectedly at his residence and was 
predeceased by his 1\ife Mary in 2003. Denis carne to live 
in Knockballyfookeen in 1977 with his wife Mary where he 
settled down but was always a Brurec rmm at bearl and 
kept in contact with his many friends there whom are le ft 
devastated by his death. He was a gr·cat family man to his 
5 children, and also to his adoring grandchildren and 
looked forward to their visits every weekend. Denis was a 
very hard working mao, conscientious, willing and always 
was there when called on and ready to give a hand. He 
made time for everyone. Denis worked on many building 
pr·ojects down through the years. He also had a love for 
rearing calves and on morning of his death had planned to 
go to Mart in Tipperary Town selling calves unfortunately 
this was not to be as he had passed to his e ternal reward. 
llis Jo,·e for the farming independent each week and 
always had great knowledge about cattle prices, weights 
etc and then he had many hours chatting with his many 
fl'iends and neighbours about what he had read. The one 
consolation to us his family is how well liked our dad was 
"~th all the people who called to our house from neat· and 
far, and offered their condolences and SUPI>OI1. to us and 
later in Ryan's funeral home and funeral mass. Denis will 
be sadly missed by his heartbroken daughters Martina, 
Elicabeth, Jennifer, sons Dan and Denis his adoring 
grandchildren, sons in law, his sister Eli.zabeU1 and her 
family, his relatives and many friends. May Denis rest in 
peace and be reunited again with his wife Mmy. 

l'agt• Ill 
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Catherine Murnane 
(nee Ryan) 
1922-2014 
By her Daughter Mary An n Mur n an e 

On sth November 2014 
the passing of Catherine 

£.!!:P.t4i!~ 'Kitty' Murnane was met 
with deep sadness 
throughout Pallasgrcan 
among her relatives, great 
neighbours and friends. 
Kitty was a very hard 
working woman. She was 
multi-talented, she 
excelled at baking, jam 
making and keeping a 
good home. Kitty grew up 
in hard times in Co. 

Tipperary and her early transport was the donkey and earl. 
Mother often told me, one would be lucl:y to own a bicycle 
and after that a good pair of boots and you walked it. 

Kitty got married at 7 am on 11th Febmmy 1941 to Ned 
Mum nne at St. Michaels Chur·ch 1'ippera1y by Archdeacon 
Ryan. I often asked her if she was ever sorry that she did 
not sleep it out but I never got an answer. Ned and Kitty 
raised 5 sons and 2 daughters and in later years a 
granddaughter :\'Iaureen. During their married life, Kitty 
and Ned continued to lead busy lives. Farming took up 
most of their time. They would rent land and buy stock. 
They were great animal lovers. They raised pigs, hens, 
ch ickens, greyhounds and Jack Russells. 

They wc•·e well known as the post-man and post-lady. The 
mail bags were collected from Doon P.O., Cappamorc P.O. 
and Pallasgrean P.O. That was twice a day. Later in life it 
became a bigger route and the post was coUected once a 
day. They stuck "ith it for over 30 years. They were very 
obliging people helping everyone in every way they could. 
In the early years of the post route they brought medicine 
to people from the chemist in Doon. They also brought out 
mended boots or shoes from Buckleys. You only had to ask 
and they would also give people a lift. 
Kitty loved reading her newspapers and books. In late•· 
years she loved the rad io and television. Mother was very 
in tune with ever)1hing. She was good to rise early 
especially on a Sunday morning. Mother would be up 
cleaned and dressed for her 10.30 am mass on Tipp FM. 
She would always come out for a drh·e with me. That 
would gi''C her the time to meet people and she would tell 
me about days gone by. We would have a great old banter 
on the Sundays when Tipperary would play Limerick in 
hurling. J-Jer son Francie wou ld put on a bet on who was 
most likely to win . He nearly always got it right! 

Like a lot of people Kitty was not without her ups and 
downs. Ned pre-deceased her in Aprilt993· Her eldest son 
Timmy died on 17th July 1993. Her second son Davy died 
in April 2012. Kitty out lived her immediate family of 6 

brothers and 3 sisters. She was a woman of great faith. Her 
religious duties were carried out to the highest of 
standards; if only we could follow in her footsteps. She 
always attended mass, first Fridays, missions, confession 
and visits to Knocl< and said her rosary daily. I always 
joined in with her. Mother looked forward to her· visits 
from the local clergy on first Fridays and other times 
du t"ing the year. 1 would bring home holy communion to 
her from any mass that I attended. She would always 
thank me by saying where would I be without you. How 
nice. 
Mother did all her final rounds in the months before her 
death. In April 2014 we both attended Divine Mercy 
Sunday at St. Michael's in Tipperary where she got 
married in 1941. In May she went out to cast her vote in 
Pallas. On 7th June she attended 6.30 pm Mass in Nicker 
and met up with a lot of her friends. She felt like the Queen 
Mother with all who came over and shook her hand. In 
September 2014 Mother attended the anointing of the sick 
ceremonies at Holy Cross Abbey. After that her daughter 
Tessie came home for a visit from Texas. Mother enjoyed 
having us all around. When all her rounds were completed 
her final wish was to pass away in her own home. J-Jer 
medical were well taken care of by the doctors at St. 
Michael's Street Tipperary and especially Dr Browne who 
visited so often. 
Thank God I was able to grant my mother her wish. At 5 
am on Wednesday sth November 2014 Kitty was taken up 
to heaven as she lay in my arms. The genuine affection in 
which she was held was reflected by the large tum out to 
pay their respects on such a wet and cold November night. 
On the feast of All Saint.s of Ireland her funeral was from 
Ryan's funeral home to Nicker church following •-equiem 
mass at 11.30 on the first l1riday of November. Internment 
took place at Ballinaclough cemete1y where Kitty was laid 
to rest. As I am nearing the first anniversary of her p!Jssing 
and with all of the ups and downs; I give thanks to God for 
her long and full life. I also want to say a big thank you to 
all for your kind words during our sad loss. 
God bless you all from Mary & Francie Murnane. 
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St. Ailbe's Credit Union Ltd. 
- Serving the Community for 35 years -

.. 
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~St Ailbe's!! 
Credit Union Ltd. 

061-351115 

Joltn O'Connor·, Bemie Flanagan, Pot OToole Cit the St. Ail be's Stand 
at the Cappa more Show. 

oul Wirf I~ YOUR W.,t 

. ·
0
· .. ·
0
· .. ·
0
· ... oveR· 5. 

I YEARS 

Winner of clr·nw for l><tutltll of new Locm Product:· Anita Gleeson 
picttwrtl with llcr· dauyhtcr·s 

'"" MnltJnt'!l 

Clouer:field N8, Wlmwr 111 
Schools Quiz J,. JUtlllttt•• 11 •,/,. " "'" t t!llu 1 I, '""' PI'"' 

Sean O'Dwyer. /Jm'~ U••IIJ '"''' H 1 t I 'IHII/ 1 d•u ''' "'"''' 

Sponsoring Strictly Cart• to /Jmtrt•: llm·" l!t•a/uw, 11CII o•Jf,.,/,•, 
Deputy Maym· Get• Mil('/t(•/1, Mtrl'ic KoMIII(I, .lrtlllt 0 '1 'mtltut' 

Suzie O'Kc•lfy. 

ST. AJLBES 
C'll&DtT UI'CIO,., I.TO 

Ar·t competitior1 wim1ers: Banta NS. Siobhan Ryan, Br·ee O'Dwyer, 
Niall McNamara, Stephen Br<unley and John O'Connor 

Swttlt Visits Sl. Ailbe's Pltllasgreen 
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