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John Allen (left), accounﬁl, and Géurge Fleming,
School of Professional Studies, at the Livewige

announcement.

LOOKING
FOR LOCAL
BUSINESS
LIVEWIRES

By LEADER REPORTER

A NEW SCHEME being
pioneered in_the Mid-West
region by a unique partnership
between private and state
agencies, geared to get young
people to work for themselves
as “livewire” entrepreneurs,
was launched by the Minister
for Industry, Commerce and
Energy, Mr. Michael Noonan,
this week.

Sponsored by Irish Shell and
Shannon Development, the pilot

Glenstal monks go underground

IMPRESSIVE

WHILE THE

Gregorian Chant has echoed for
nearly 60 years from the Abbey at
Glenstal, an even more ancient
liturgy is about to be revived
there.

Work has started on the provi-

By PATRICIA FEEHILY
THIS YEAR sees the 60th
anniversary of the found-
ing of the Benedictine
Abbey at Glenstal. But
there won’t be any bi,
celebrations. Like the gol-
den jubilee, this event too
will “pass relatively un-
noticed.

The Abbot of six years, Fr.
Celestine Cullen, prefers to
keep a low profile. He doesn't
attend civic functions himself
and has no intention of
holding a public celebration,

“But a monastery,” Fr. Cullen

insists, “must always bec a place
where people can come easily.”

Focal point

Like the monasteries of mediaeval
Ireland, it has become the focal
point of the local community, &

wherc “Men of the road,” as

scheme, said Mr. Callanan, was r, Cullen calls them, come for a
the submission of viable busis meal and a ¢l before hitting
plans by entrants which should get | the road again, and where people
out detailed courses of action to | from a wide area come to meditate
make the proposed enterprisc | and pray.
prosper, taking account of all the It is also rural east Limerick’s
ial and other ci biggest employer. Over 30 local
ances. people are employed on the farm,
Mr. John Witrington, managil at craft work and as cleaners and
director, Irish Shell, welcomed the | housekecpers.

fact that the project is a joint
enterprise between private  and
:glic sectors, and a det:1 lhathlle
eve ex] tizn that the
would gmplmt each uuwmy
strengths.
He stressed the valve of the role
of sdvk i e lve-wite”

scheme features a special
advisory service for all participants
in addifion to total prize money of
£4.000 for the award winners.
"lg;(‘:j “live-wirc" scheme is ir-
tended to encour ng people
aged between :ﬁ:ﬁ“:“s wrm are
living in the Mid-West region to
create their own busi in the

in th

programme, and said that for
many young people sound advice
from experienced business people
with knowledge of the

business séene was as crucial 1o
success as raising the necessary
capital.

manufacturing or service sectors.

Mr. Noouan said he was confi-
dent that the partnership between
public and private interests would
prove to be a "vn? fruitful one”
and would in time be extended by
Shell, in association with other
agencies, to other parts of the
country.

“This scheme offers real goals
and awards for those young people
who are prepared to come up with
viable business plans”, said Mr,
Noonan.

“It pledges on-going support
and advice from not only the
organiscrs but a team of expert
adviserson a one-lo-one basis™, he
said.

Mr. T. A, Callanan, executive
director, Shannon Devclopment,
said that in joining with Irish Shell
to pioneer the very worthwhile
*Live-wirc' programme, his com-
pany saw it as offering consider-

ble cash awards sponsored
by Irish Shell and other awards are
being presented for the most
outstanding business proposals
recieved. A £3,000 award will be
given to the entry deemed to be the
most outstanding overall and
£1,000 to the best community
enterprise business proposal.

Sponsoring

In addition the accountancy firm
of Craig Gardner is sp

cpers.

Despite the “low profile” of the
monks, the occasional glimpscs of
shadowy figures flitting down long
corridors, the remarkable stillness
and the imposing edifice of the
former seat of the Barrington
family, Glenstal has become a
by-word for hospirality.

You sense it cverywhere from
the moment you sce the sign at
reception teliing you to lift the
telephone if there’s nobody there,
to when Brother Michael arrives
with steaming hot coffee and cakes
in one of wiat appears 10 be a
variety of hospitality rooms.

A monastery in the 20th century
could bear liitle resemblance in

bers anyway toa y of
the tenth century when maybe a
thousand monks would be praying
together, but unlike most other
communitics, Glenstal is growing.

There are over 40 monks at
present at Glenstal and another
group in its sister house in Nigeria,

ThchAhbm refuses to comment
the

on reason for Glenstal's

an
accountancy advice award consist-
ing of 12 consultancy days for the
recipi and the ing firm

ny he says,
couldn’t be a reflection on other
b 5%

of Momentum Advertisingis spon-
soring a similar award in the
marketing consultancy area.

Shannon Development will give
a 12 months rent moratorium on a
company factory or workspace
unit for the most outstanding small
industry or industrial service busi-
ness proposal,

The ‘live-wire’ concept of help-
ing young people to create their
own work was originally de-
veloped in Scotland by Shell UK in

Founder
But among the 40 there is only

church— where

Constantinople
enacted.

sion of an underground Byzantine
Chapel--underneath the present

devotion and colour of ancient

some of the

will be re-

summer.

“It will be part of our work for

o

Glenstal Castle, home cf the Benedictine monks for 60 years.

Abbey’s low-key
diamond jubilee

The Abbot of Glenstal, Dom Celestine Cullen, with
the last survivor of the Abbey’s founding fathers 60
years ago, Belgian-born, Fr. Athanasius.

onc of the Belgian founding
fathers left in Glenstal today—Fr.
Athanasius, who celebrated the
60th anniversary of his ordination
just before Christmas, when
another monk, Fr, Placid, cele-
brated his golden jubilee.

Fr. Athanasius still mans the
reception at the monastery and
retains his strong Belgian accent.

Glenstal, of course, has become
famous throughout the country for
its boys boai mﬁschool,whic the
Abbot vows will continue despite
the fact that educational policies
have in recent years sounded the
death knell of many famous
boarding establishments.

Accusations of clitism and sex-
ism are methead on by the Abbot.

Certainly fees are high, he says,
but Gienstal is by no means the
most expensive school in the
country. It has 200 boarders.

Attempts were made in recent
ears, some of them by the Abbot
himsclf, to open up a day school

and 1o admit girls. But the
Dcpartment of Education felt that
the arca was well served by good
second-level schools, and’if the
irls were 1o be admitied as
oarders it would mean a whole
new building programme.
The idca also did not mect with
the approval of most parents,
“But with the growth of Castle-
connell as a dormitory town,
m?‘he some day we will be able to
add a day school here and admit
girls but we wouldn't be teaching
any special girls subjects,” said the
Abbot.

Community

The facilities a1 Gicnstal have
Iong been opencd up to the local
community which stretches from
Newport to Doon. Scveral local
organisations avail of the sport-
sfield and “the castle”, where
recently a very successful old folks
party was held.

ccumenism,”
promoters,

The monks are not sure yet when
the chapel will be completed but it
is expected to be opened this

said one
Brother

of its

Anthony.

Brother
Timothy has taken several sportin;
organisations under his wing an
gives them all the help he can.

Not only that but

Fr. Celestine has renovated
some old houses on the cstate and
handed them over to the scouts
and the girl guides whose members
can now enjoy the splendour of the
woods and lakes of Glenstal.

The attempts of the monks lo
alleviate the hardships of travelling
]Jcoflc are now focussed mainly on
ooking after vagabond men.
““Those men of the road” are
looked after by Fr. Kevin,

These arc men who travel the
roads alone. They come to Glen-
stal just for a good meal, one or
maybe two nights in a real bed, a
general clean-up and then they are
ggse aFaln. o must be about

ol them, says the Abbot.
“They are all running from some-
thing. We never try to change their
lifestyle. You could say we refit
them,™

But despite the role that the
monastery plays in the community,
Fr. Celestine returns always to
what he terms, ‘“‘the underlying
ideal of Benedictine life.” It is
essentially a place of prayer and
worship. The monks follow the

old ceremonies of the Order,
and the solemn liturgy and prayer
of the Chu{.‘ch sung in choir is often

r 4 " : t

g al
Sunday Mas;s. EAM! “the Retreat
facilities at the Abbey are widely
availed of.

Another long-standing monastic
tradition also goes on—the art of
craft-work. Brother Ciarain has
become a noted woodturner, and
his products are now being mar-
keted and sold in the US by
Kitkenny Design Waorkshops.

Caherdavin

Fr. Henry, a metalworker, has
just completed a job at Caherdavin
Church.

It is now 24 years since the first
ccumenical conference was held in
Glenstal. Since then the annual
event has become world famous
and has attracted scholars from
Europe and the U.S.

“But progress in ecumenism,”
Abbot Celestine admits, “isslow."

In latc spring and carly summer
the proliferous rhododendrens
bloom along the winding avenuc to
the monastery. There is birdsong
everywhere. The “men of the
road” arc coming in greater
numbers. Pcople from North Tip-
perary and East Limerick come on
retreat, The doors of the monas-
fery are always open.
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