EDAMORE, one of the oldest

clubs in the. Assomatmn has
played a rioble part in hurlm his-
tory ever -since the G.A.A. was in
swaddling <clothes. Theirs is

might  feel proud of, with the
hames of many srterlmg Gaels link-
ing the golden years together, A

Fedamore had its hurling club in
- 1885, a few monthg after the Gaglic
Athletic Asdocition -first . saw  the
light., The eclub colours in those
 far-off days: Were purple and gold,
being changed in 1i8%4 to green
and white the present colours. In
the thick of the cmamplonsth fight
all down the yearsg - and a,lth_@u xh
winneys of- humeroua - other tro-
phies, it iy a strange .  fact that
Fedamere nad to Walt antil. 1912
before they put. thelr name on the
champlonshlp roll of homnour,
same season they won the Band
Cup, which, with the Ozanam "Cup,
is still to be seen. ‘in . thé home of
ocur subject {)f thisn week -— Bill
Gleescn. .

The Captain of the 1912 team
was the famots Con Scanlan, the.
dnassuming - star | seventy yards
man, and this renowned Hedarnore
side embraced seven .other intets
county men—' ‘Hgan” Clancy; latet:
known in American Gaelic circlés
a8 the “nged wielder of tne
crooked ash”: Mick Harrihgton,
"~ the unbeatdble Ned Treacy “o’ the
pluck”; Mick Bourke, Stevie Glee-,
son, Tom and Martin Hayes.

A GREAT' RE;COBD
Fedarmore were runners un for
.the premier crown in 1911, 1915,
1919 and 1924-—the last mantloned
occasion to Croom, who beaig them

father unexpectedly after &’ tharille

ing  game at the. Markets Field. In
1926 the . Fedamore Junioty  were
suceessful in winning the se¢cond-
ary title, and thig wic‘:tb‘ry gave a
new lease of life 1o the famed |
club, and 1927 proved thezr great- |
est year. They started off well by |
- winmng - tag St Mlchaels Church
Tournament medals.  Theh they
figured :in thriee themorable garmes |
with Young Ireland. for the 1hast .
final, that will ever stand out in
Lirerick hurlmg history. - Croom
wag thé venue for all three~—Mick !
Neville - the referee. The first day
it was a draw-—3-1 each; a monih
later tite isgue wag still. undéelded
- &t 3+2 apiece; the  third meeting
saw & record -attendance that
braved slest and rain to witness.
ahother great game, which Feda-

more won by the narrowest of mar-

ging-—narrower éven than the §core,
32 té¢ 2-4, can indicate’ for the
- gallant  Young Ireland Iladg. were
- gending over the equaliser as the
long Whlstle sounded--a split sec-
ohd giving Fedamore one of their
sweetest victoricg ever,

beat in the CoUntv Final,

ineéluded Bl]l
Gleeson:
Dave C}ohessy, Chris. Ryan; Ger
O'Donnell, Tom Shinney, Tommy
- Conway,  Micky  Condon, Lar
| Moloney and Bill Flawn

| - HECTIC GAMES,
-1 can recall the majority of the
-games in which Fedamore have
figtared durmg the past quarter of a -
¢entur % but two meetings of theirs ;
with Yo
bold telief, Maybe the three games’'
in 1927 Chamwonshlp c¢apfured the
public: imagination most of all, but
fzmber_best are a; day
R A 1024, ot Cappaimore;.
i Fec &more ,c:;*a.v& 8 great trq_um
mng to: 4, Young Treland side that |
included  such - prominent “hurling
stars as Denny Lamgan Paddy Mc-:
Inerney, . Bob.. McConke Jack
Keane and Paddy Hartlgan T can
trace the principal games of that
Championship very vividly . stiil
Cappamore and Llaughaun played
a hectic game at Kilmallogk, in-

Dick, and Stevie

the Gnes ’I re

a
grand record—one that ‘any - club

'T”he.

' 8hips

and the
opportunity of reveng‘mg the 1924
verdict over Croom,  waom - they |
54 to
1-1. Well known players that fig- |-
ured through that grand campaign, -

! of the
| GAGA, days,

ung: Ireland stand ott in |

merick

ther remarkable clash This occas-
ion it ‘was hot a champlonshl that
wag at stake—just the final of the
local tournament at - Hospital.
Rivalry Dbetween the pair
reached a high pitéh following a
hectic clash for the 1928 Champion-
ship, won by the city lads.
more were bent dn revenge—huri-
ing fans knew there was little
between the teams, s6 a gréeat mus-
ter gathered at - I-Iosp1tal Feeling
ran §0 high that an ‘‘outside”
referéee had to
Joe Murphy, of Mltchelstown being
the choice,

- I would write down that game as
one of tae fiercest hurling encoun-
ters that I have witnessed., From

- gtart to stop no, quartler, was giveqn

or sought in a fiill-blooded contest:
that wmust take rank witn theF
" Gaelic national fight fo
arena. There was little room for Fedamote man
as men stood Treland finals,

drew” 1918 title a
courage 1921 from

never lesg in ¢estion, and beat the Limerick 1
.Y{}ung Ireland surely earned  their tjonal

laurels that evening. The intrinsi¢ hypling title. ever to
value of the trt}phy was very little =

spectacular hurling
shoulder to shoulder and
on everythigg. Personal -
. was

indeed, but it was played for with
anh abandoh that I nave  rarely
seén even in COhtE‘Sts for Gael-
- dom’s highest prize.

Young Ireland and Feda,more
were hurling’s greatest rivals in
those hectie days, and it ig a real
5tr1bute to their gsporting spirit
that, despite all tde spills and

y thrllls of the sctive arena, friend-
svereé never sundered, and to

1 thig dav they are firm friendg -—
these lads. that imade the welkin
ring twenty and ﬁve golden Vears
a G'
Ag VERITABLE MOONDHARRIG
Fed‘amofe surely the “hurlers
home,” & veritable Moondharrig,
has gwen many - stalwart players
‘to the Gaelie Atnletic Association,
including such noted hurlmg ex-
. ponents a.s the old captam Con
Scanlan: - great writer  and  Gael,
"‘Eg&n Claney, brother of the
“martyred Mayor of Limerick at
‘the nands of British butchers in
:1920; - Mick < Harrington, another
grahd hufler and soldier of Ire-
i land; Stephen  Gleeson, Tom - and .
 Martin Hayes, Dave Murnane
with a few of the y@uhﬁer gener-
‘ation-—star deferider of leerick‘
golden hurlmrg era, . Paddy Clon-
essy, one of the great ceiitre backs
of Irish hurlinz; 'Tom Shinhey
{ and Tommy Conway, to name . bu
i.a, trio of the ten who made the |
welkin ring in Hedamoré’'s last
years of senior hurling gloty,
Of all that grand galaxy
wig ‘more skilled ih asheraft ér ball
play than that darling of Irish.
mid-fielders. Willie Gleeson., A sty-
11lsst if ever there wag one, this
prince of centre-field had all-roun
ability and could man any position
on the field of play with equal
famhtv o :
GB.AND GAELIC STOCK.
~Willie camé of grand Gaelic
stock,. his late lamented father

Andy, paddy’ Jack and | being @ fine hurler and handballer,

' and wasg chairmarn of the Oounty
Board during = stirring days in
Irish history. An uncle was trustee
Central Council in early
besides ﬁguring with
Hurlitig Club

Ithe old St. Michael's

fnainly vesponsible for the erection
of the old Rutlahd Street Ballcourt
—the scene .¢f many memorable’
handball cames in the past VWillie
‘and hiz brothers. kept up the old
family traditions, adding a ¢hapter.”
that. any. clarn: in the land c@uld be .
proud | Lo own,
-ﬁr-r--ei

.........

Lvet  a smtlideﬁt:-lﬂln' St

Ccﬂle e, Willié was ﬁguriﬁg “with and pronounced by many: oreat, |

the men” and his first ‘SE&S‘{)II

7?—-—-BILL GLEESON o*F Fedamore
(By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH)

had.

Heda-

be found-—the late

]

none SHIP

d and later 1

|

in many great gamés and: being ;

o '|-- .
a xx..\;_ it 'ﬁ? && |
4| R Z |

Munchm S ﬁnal “won by Leinster. 1-11 to. 2.6, |

S

Mick D’Arcy and Hugh Spella(':y of
Tipperary: Sim Walton, Dan Ken-|
nedy, Dick Grace and John;
Roberts: of = Kilkenny; Tommy '
Hinlay and Paddy Campion. of}
Laois; Amby.Power, Rob Doherty, !
Tom MeGrath and the Cons1d1nes*:
of Clare;sBob Mockler, S£f:an Hyde|
and Dr, John Ryan of the Metro-!
polis;- Sean = O'Kenhedy, Paddy;'
Mackey and Tom Mernhagh of Wex-'
ford; Mick King, Mick Gill ‘and:
_Bobbv Gibbs of Galway, and the
Corkmen—-—TJm Nag*le Sean Oge
Murphy, = Jim - Hurley ‘Rudie -
Coughlan and Damx Ring. It's
almost the lltah’}f of hurling’s .
greatest exponents and Willie held
his own with the best of them., . |
FIGUR}LD IN THREE ALY~
IRELAND FINALS,
stirring

In

days, during the!
o Independence, the -
ﬁg‘ured in three All-.
winning - two—the
amét Wexford, and the
ublin. In 1923 Galway
ads in a sensa-
sent the oniy
Connacht. |
In the hofe arefif, Willie, ag ai--
ready -mentioned, = woh the 1912

game. that

senior hurling tltle with Bedamore,

and agaih’' in- 1927, following the
great series’of three ih a fow with
Young Ireland, F%ﬁamore woh that
unforgettable ‘“rubber’’ but their:
gallant Opponents ‘¢ame back to.
turn. the tables .in anither hISth‘yr-:
making game for the 1928 crowh.
Thirty-five years ago, when the

F‘edanmre Club had a dispﬁte with,
he then County Board and left the
.A.A., Willie. Gleeson  remained
trué to the ideals of Croke andg-
Cusack, and sormeg othiér members of -
hisg club joined Young Irelands,

with whom he won _county honoum
in 1920 and 1922. Helping the Blue’

and Gold to victory against Cappa~
more in the Murphy Cup final he
met w1th a rather gerious m;}urv
and lay in hospital still dressed in .
his jersey, which it was fouhnd ims:
possible to remove. Playing against
. Young Ireland in 1928 he met with

‘another unfbriunate mishap and
spent several weeks in bed with

‘s fractured leg. This was before
!the days 6f tne “Accident Fund, but

'such reverses could not damp the
hurling ardour of that great Gael;;
his own interesis were .placed!:
second to those of the game he
loved, and whether in Vlctory or

t defeat he always wore a smile_“, }

IN THE TAILTEANN GAMES.

When the Tailteann Gameg wers.
revived in 1924 under the Diféctor-
of another great Gael, the late
Mr. J. J. Walsh, Wﬂlze Gleeson was’
selected as » member bt the Irish’
team that play&d Scotland on the
opening day in a shinty exhibition, |
; gured against Amnierica,|
Enpland, Seotland Wales. South |
Afrma and- the Argentine for the

International hurling title. In pas--
sing, it ¢an ‘hardly be ﬁu%af place
10 express regret that the Tailteann!

Games have been allowed lapse.|
‘They brought countless visitors to-
‘our shorPs and we have it on good|
authority that nothing ever ap-!
proached the enthusiasm and self-,
sacrifice evinced in their highly in-'
tricate organisation. Truly racy of
the soil, it was. & festival of
immenge benefit to Ireland and e

particular service to the cause of'
Irish athletics, which benefitted im-
measurably through the presence in|
1924 of over a hundred competitors;
fresh from the Olymplc Games ot

Paris. ..
the Raﬂway

In 1927, When Cup
iclashes were reévivéd, Willie'Gleeson -

D mli_, f_an JhmMunat@f teara.
Th a4 ‘memorabla” ‘hurlmq

in judges as ‘the most classie exhibi-

'the company of the great Gaels of Hom of. the game ever played. Willi& |

that efa -s4w him' figuring
county final success, 'When,

in - @ also wore the Royal Blue of Mun—,.--.
the ster the following year,

and with |

Fedamore lads won the title from his fellow éounty men, Tom Shin-

Ba,llmgam“‘y m a mamorable decl-}ney, Micky Fitz gi’bban, Totn Con-|.
way

der.

ONE OF

and Micky Cross, helped to

IJHIERICK’S SUPER 'master Lemster 99 to 1-2. !
S PLAYED THE, GAME FOR ITS

) OWN SAKE.

It will. be noted that Wllli@_;

which - Claughaun proved victors. :

Both - gets f - HURLING MEN., .
hgme fn Fﬁhe@i,a,millﬁg‘ifls tﬁ;%"g&fﬁ 3 T'he county selectors saw Wilhef

inhg and the fireworks started all ‘ahd appreciated his wgrth 80 the

- playved. -

oveér again.
Clatighaun at athkeale anh it was
only recently Anny Clohessy toli me
it was the harest game he ever
Wit & veritable storm
blowing there were twe dozen
players: inside the Fedamore
“twenty-one” all that ‘second half.
It wasg hectic hurling with twenty
meén oftentimeg under a falling ball
and although the city lads were
then in their heyday Fedamore had
a brilliant win that made them firm
favourites foi'  their County -final
clash with Croom. That was played
in mid March, 1925, and to the sur-
prise of us all fhe Western men

won, -
AN OTHER REMARKABLE

- ... CLASH.
Seven or. eight years later Feda,-
more and Yaung Ireland hsd ano-

In
string|

Limerick
joined the

with the
1815 he

juniors.
senior

and Bpened a career as brﬂhant{hlm He played the game solely for
ag any that ever graced the county|

coloufs. And well may it be writ-
ten that Willis served Limerick
faithfully, He opened his account
with Charryodren  just two score
vears azo. His speed, ungelfishness
and deadlv aceuracy made him one
of Limerick’s stuiper men. and I be-
lieve thot it can truthfullv be said
of Khim that he néver Dlayed a bad
game. His nanie beécame A house-
hold word in hurling ¢éircles, where
hig clean 2rd clever tactlcs en-
deared him to.all -

Willie Gleeson figured in qtirrmc"
‘hurling  days and claghed Wlth
many fameéd caman wielders, inclu-

1
1-

dmg Jmhnny Leahv, J1m Colhs@n.

Fedamore later met hext two geabons he was in action|Gleeson has won the highest hon-

some pioheering hutrling work, and

ot from ,
(vigit to Tralee when a Young Ires|

ours of the. hurling arena, but)
honoure« and glory mattered littls to-

its own sake, and never through|
Aany desire for fame. Actually, he}
was - far happler when engaged on

I well remember the pleasure he
a  Thursday afterhcon

land selection travelled to assist a| -
promising Kerry fifteen, preparing|
for a Munster Junior Champlon- .
ship bid. '
When bw retited from fhe active|
arena. Willie becameé one of our|
most sought after refereés and]
handled many famous games, Fory
over twenty vears he pebresented
Limerick on the Munster Couticil,
and no more popular Gaﬁl ever sat |
there.

Like otaer memberg of ]:ns family,
Wﬂhe was also a grand &exXpohen”
of the handhball code, and he was|
for & nuniber of years Chairman of]
the Munster Handball Couneéil ands
of the County Limerick I—Iandballi-.-
Board. g
A keen follower of the ° Iong'
tails,” Willie officiates as judge at
many coursing meetings and at the
Limerick Grevhound Track. §Still,|
thank God, hale and hearty, fresh
and vigoreis he représents for the:
majority of hisg generation the acme
of hurling perfection.

No 80 —~— Jamesg Xeffernan, of

1 Dromkeen.
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