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INTEREST

ING PAPER BY MR. JOSEPH
T KEYES '
'Af & recent meeting of the Old Limerick Society, Mr. T. ¥,

.Iﬂ'El.il_H‘l-'ﬁ-h,;B.:En,, chalrman, presiding, the fuhdwin; interesting paper on
L Tha:I)la.t.-rll:t-_uf_ 0Old Garrfpﬁq-n_” was read by Mr, Joseph Eeyes:—
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I am taking for-the subject of
my < talk tosnight that - disgrict
termed " generally -Garryowen -but

Cathedral” Place on'the west,” Mul-
grave - Street to the south,:and -on
the. ' other  sides Garryowen ‘and
: = Greenhills.. Sometimes I may stray

%3 ' ~further- afield. . : - 3
St e A glance at the map shows that
n ’ﬁfﬂt change has taken place
“intethis " area” during the" past - 100
et years ) and many of the old names
et il have "been changed, ‘The Cathedral
it oeenresdl | hado ngtbeen  built and Cathedral
sotian i Place, as we  know it ‘'was.called
qroRampers: Road -as” far, as the. junc-
i u.ti;:;n'-_"ar.h:._‘._ﬂu,mmqr- ‘Street, " opposite
tthe SFlaymarkaf il e LV T
s Medsithat oo ™ Bt John's ™ Hospital ' was
S called’ Nicholas ‘Street,  so  thers
Lot wWere . twio gireets of that name, the
#:E - other being. the present’ one in St
-~ Mary's Parish. ° The R.C. Church
= then ‘stood” near- where  the Sars-
. flald statue is at present and there
was a4 large buildh;i where the

- fountain stands. On: the

John's ' Girls"

s siewhat” e now B
L < "Bechool was a’ small” brewery, while
TR " the: . aite | of ' the . Cathedral was
e occupled by ‘a number of small
o housea. 'The Cathedral itself was
Lo hegun . im0 1856, C and the: splre;
et b wrhleh o ige. 2BD . feat - high, - was ‘not
o completed  until 1883. ¢ LT
L On the old maps, .the road besidée
“'the = Cathedral is .called - Garry-
up ‘near’ the Mar-
was" ‘called 'the

- owen . Turther

Kets* Fileld it

Spittal,” and ‘at “itd  termination
., near” Blackboy Pike called Green
o0 2o Hills, At the . rere of Green Hills
Soxi'was ‘the 'original Fair . Green, and
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more’ exactly’ the area bounded’ by |d

aldine Villas wag built.’ Later this
Lrhf T TR

ground of |

years In' existence, s still in
the - qualit

Along the centre are’

intervals,
arms or brackets on which

been ﬂEgB.'['ﬂt'&dJ an amount of it was
taken home again to feed gtocl,
while numbera of women and chil-
ren carried large guantities away
for home-baking. This factory gave
considerable employment. for =
number of years, but fAnally closed
about 1885 About this time the
city had écommenced to ex d and
this site was taken over for build-
ing purposes, and in 1895 those
houses called  CGrattan Villas,
opposite the Mental Hospital, were
bullt, and in 1808 the front of the
old factory was taken down and'a
range of brick houses called Ger-
range, was tinued overto.Carry--
andg 8- ani m%i}ut“ ﬂ»ﬂ Lk
occupled by soldlers - frgm> lie-
Strand and Artlllery’ Barracks., In
1905 Fair View houses in’ Garry-

after 3t. John'
thus completel
of what had
tI‘JEEp s I g T
I have referred to
& bounda
et
e the othera, which are extinct
this industry, which is well over 100
pro-
: testimonial ‘to
“of the goods produced
there. Perhaps a few words on how
ropes are made may be of interegt:
mﬂ;ﬁ tv.r?ﬂgfi.u'wﬁr 100 yards lnni
etely coverad in, so that”
may go on Iln-all kinds o athe!

¥y removing all traces
h,e_uln three local indus-

a rope-walk as
already : let me_ now

duction, which ia o

ber of wooden plllars at e

and from these extend

the

owen -‘were built and a; short timels
8 Villas and Avenue, |}

for a short time. Un-|g

;

s of weather. |¢
Placed & num- (B

gular T

e = = W s

=Nl =g,

™ =

ropes rest whils heine  maos

T e S T T
s formerly’ a ‘large © quarry s which
' T {uwasg gradually filled 'in-and conver-
= ted  into 'its present condition, A
SRl yary L0 Interesting - place -8 that
o ia D iwhigh Qles. between: Garryowenan
T U aulgrave StoConttwo sides'and -on
.40 the other is: bounded by the road
0 in fromt of ithe. Markets Field and
et the Rope Walk® opposite the Men~
“tal: Hospital.: This was the ‘site’of
the famous old' Garryowen. Brew-
oo ery.” owned by a man named
et D itggerald, - which ' gave direct
o i employment to 40 men. Its ‘main
=it entranece was. through a large im-
Sl noging gate opposite the  present
il yE '-'.*‘_i'ﬁjga:l-:at‘:i Field gate; on ‘each side
e vl O S e g i high Cweadl e::tendmf- to
s Do Garpyowen  and  Mulgrave - Street
o This wall had a number of square
. gimilar to  those wﬁﬁh
e

it

i :-'-"win&nwﬁ.

<4 may e ‘seen in the old mills o
H} coescraltyran
i sbrved ak a-grand
<. . .bers - of young men who, from it
U had s free view of matches in the
 iMarkets Field. the walls of which
werp -only about half their
present “height. -
DAl Jast. . Wh
Iding - just where;
Avenue ig at present.” is was the
aiic o ppajdence of one of the owners,
S Beside it was an iron wicket gate,
e % and from that to the end of the
oot U “rope-walk there was a. wall about
iz,.?f_"-':‘;‘“_*“?_-'-'5%1'.‘313%151;;:##%;&@;5%@_@:@ ing
1 940 into which was set dn iron raill gi
s nf-tha whole to about 9 fe
I. n

Ly

Jarge: two-storey
o k.

Nasa

!l"'."-"

bringl
high.

Beia
[

about 15 feet in-diameter, the sides
. being stone built. This supplied the
¢ water required for the brewery and
‘| for ome of the industries whi

succeedad it., T was unable to dis-

_cover ‘'what became of this spring, [;

but the water was probably turned
into some sewer.

In" addition to the employment
given directly, this brewery was a
great boon to the farmers of the
aurrounding district, as' it provid:d
them with a ready -market for their
grain crop, which after it had been
treated in the factory provided an
excellent food for catfle. The
brewery closed about 64 years ago.

After being idle for a time the
premises were taken over and con-

thin.
these strands were read
repe-making commence

already referred to, or to a similar |

d .in later years it often|y
stand for num-|.

John's 4

> The = 0

the centre of the grounds, [raplace onk
-/ 'some distance from the end of St.|Prancia Abbey.
. John's Avenue, was a circular pond gy

a lot of it around
a pmall
1 _ roned by an-
~The ‘rope-maker then
Kwards, ' giving’ out the
» 80 -that it wag gradu-
into a cord. This work
ry considerable gkill, so-
orm n;trlrimun}. ‘of material
‘otherwise one part
ould be too fthick and amtherljmb

When a large number of

E. The ' re-
uired number—2 3 “or -l-mw::e

ken and fixed ‘on to the wheel

slowl

one, which iz ‘mounted’' on four
wheels, A large block . of wood,
called a top, is then used, with each
strand passing through' a se
ole and brought ou through one
t the end. They are then fastened

to the wheel, and while one ‘man | ¥

er pushes (&
thus bringing the |}

turns this rapidly another
the top forward, ¢
strands together,
as three or four,
firm, -wall-
ere

20 that, going In

made rope. . Of . course,
are other “details to The
atiended -to, but this is. the main.
part of the manufa
at present a

ing there ap

future are ver

i:ilirid many mtin wWork-
g proapects for

bHIRRE. e e
. ,lln 0 'ﬂ.['_ - AL
opened to the sick on. 15K T

1811 It wag built by Lord Emiy to

in the entrance hall is a lar
stone slab bearing the Inllu:}wigg'
inseription (—"County of Limeriek
Hospital erected by  private sub-
scription both of County and City
of Limerick.on the ground given
n perpuetuity at a grain of
Peppercorn . a  vear by  Edward
Sexton Perry, 1760 This stone
was placed In Its present position
in 1943 by our distinguished fellow
citizen, | Dr. John ' Devane, - who
takes a very deep interest in the
institution  as did zlso the late Dr
Fogarty.

t the end of the Infirmary
grounds and beside the stone vard
of Mr. John Coffey is a bullding
at present divided into two houses;
at one time it was a well-known

verted into a factory for the manu-|i,vern ealled Fox and Geese, be-

facture of blood and bone manure,
the raw materiala being ‘sup]aill-ac'l
from: the local bacon factories. This
business did not last very many
yegrs and, because of the wun-
pleasant amell it caused, It was
transferred to more suitable pre-
mises in what had been a flour mill
at Singland, where it had the ad-
vantage of a water wheel worked
by a stream. Incidentally, I may
mention that this stream worked
four other mills,- McAuliffe's milk
factory in Ballysimon, and a small
mill for dressing marble which is
now occupied as a private dwelling
house near the roadside, where
large slabs of the marble may yet

be seen. It was fr::lum this distrr

L T o P

ot

cause outside it was a sigpn board
shibowing the former #%aking care
of a flock of the latter, In connec-
tlom with this I
during the pericd after the rizin
of 1867 the wvrison was crowde
with political prisoners, but not all
the Fenlang wore convict garh,
because some of "the warders were
also members of the organisation.
Which faect exoplaing how on cer-
tain oeccasions 2 or 8 prisoners
could slip out in the evening and
adiourn to the Fox and BRSE,
After they had had thelr refresh-
ments

portion to-al

arate

they emerge as a |

cture,  There are |}

which stood at .St |°
Ingerted into thel®

the'actual |lq

J
fi
a}
F
B
J
W
he
to

o

b B

o e

have heard that|®

imeaterial, jute and hemp, arrived. in B
bulle like wool, and umpm e-maker, |
having - wound °
his waist, fixed
‘wheel, " which! waa' tu
ather  man.
Walked--bag
hem
ally twist
required:”
that a uni
was let- out;
b

=

they would quietly return|©

to their eells. This continued until|S

they finally escaped to America,

and the mystery of their disap-|
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'Y resjdence of one¢ of  the .owners
i Bealde .
and “from that to the

A s bringing
" /high. "In

~John's Avenue,
‘about 15 feet in-d@iameter,

- succeeded it _
. eover “what became of this apring,

LRI T

which EBve
to 40 men. Its -main
through a large’ im-
gate opposite the present
Field -gate; on each’ gide
'a’ ~high *wall  extending “to
n and  Mulgrave . Btreet.
1" had - a number of square

. swindows, -similar: to 'those which : e block . of wood,
Cmay :h'a%ﬁeun in“the old mills of'the gfﬂ';%ﬂ top, is then used, with each
covefty” and in later years it often |y . E-ﬁaﬂsmg through ' a’ separate |
o aeted Ak a -grand stand for num-|pt the & d‘:‘muﬁht out through one|
' bery of young men who, from it 4. 444 E“h* They are then fastened

Bnd n free view of matches in the|fy .0 eel, and. while’ one man |}
“Markets ‘Fleld.” the walls of which| e s fﬂ rapidly another pushes |§
e LT only- about . half . their | i -OF forward, thus bringing the ]
_:-'_p. - 'Eightp- _'I_:' B . s i 2K ke .H-“- a8 .t-‘l:lgEt.hEr. a0 that' g,ui.ng 1n

i : i as" three or four, they emerge as a

.!_1'.
“it‘was an-iron wicket gale,
end of the
all about 4

) ¢ 1 o inge
m’ng“f'ﬁf%ﬂ I
the whole to about 9 fed

the centre of the grounds,
some distance ‘from the end of St.
was a circular pond
the sides
being stone built. This supplied the
water required for the brewery and
for one of the Iindustries which
' T was unable to dis-

rope-walk

there was a.:
fagteRigh owithea g

TRRe S Colin
ned to
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but the water was probably turncd

into solne BewWer. ;
In addition to the employment
glvén directly, this brewery Wm:hﬂ
e

them with a ready market for their
grain crop, which after it had been
treated in the factory provided an
excellent” food for cattle. The
brewery closed about 64 years ago.

After being idle for a time the
premises were taken over and con-
varted into a factory for the manu-
facture of blood and bone manure,
the raw materials being supplied
from the local bacon factories, This
business did not last very many
yvears . and, because of the un-
pleagant smell ' it caused, it was
transferred - t6¢ more suitable pre-
mises in what had been a flour mill
at Singland, where it had the acd-
vantage of a water wheel worked
by a stream. Incidentally, 1 may
mention that this stream worked
four other mills,. McAuliffe’s milk
factory in Ballysimon kK and a small
mill for dressing marble which is
now occupied as a private dwelling
house near the roadside, where
large slabs of the marble may yet
be seen. It was from this district
most of the material was taken for
the making of the beautiful mantle
pieces which may be seen in the
houses: im ©O'Connell Street and
Pery Square. Some of it has . heen
used in the new Augustinian
Church in O'Connell Street and it
has also been sent to England for
use in:churches there. The owner
of this place was accidentally killed
by being caught in the machinery
and the place cloged down shortly
after. Half a mile further up there
are the ruilns of another mill, the
use of which ‘I do not know, and
there was angther further up at a
place called 'Scart. Thus, on about
2 miles of this stream there ‘were
5 ‘mills, and when we think of these
and all the thousands of gimilar
ones scattered throughout the
country with . their workers and
families living around, having all
their simple reguirements supplied
locally, we can begin to understand
how the Ireland of'@ that period
could maintain a population of over

< B ‘million.

On the Ballysimon road, between
the rallway bridge and Clino, were
| \two brick yards—one owned by the
late Mr. John Portley and the other
by a Mr. -Walsh. The latter was a
large concern, hawving two kilns for
burning the brick and a large gshed
covering the engine and machinery.
There were several sets of ralls on
which - amall lorries brought the
clay to the machines, where it was

pulverised and shaped before being

into -the kilns. Having been
made:into the shape of bricks, they
were first laid on boards to dry for
o few days, and then placed, criss-
cross, in the kiln until it ‘was full
tp the.roof. :The doors were then
built up and fires,

put’

the kiln, were then lighted. There
was a flue in the centre of the roof,

direct ;"h*i:“-‘ e LUO LlucH aid slocihe) Loo |
L]

these strands were read
roepe-making commenced.
.EﬂHﬁr&d number—2,
en and filxed ‘on to the s
already referred to, or to a.‘slmlﬁa?llr

one, which' is m : :
"-‘rhéc]a‘ ounted  on ‘four

firm, well-made
there
attended " to, but this i '
, 8 the main’
part of the manuf ,
e el acture,  There are
ing there an
future are ver

L]
1811, It wa
replace - onke which stood '

Fﬁ.]nc-iis ﬁbhey, Sl
w n the entrance h ; |
:;ti::ne & hall is a large;
insceription:—"County of Limerick
Hospital erected by private sub-
scription both of County and City
of Limerick.on the ground given|S
in perpuetuity
peppercorn . a4  year
Sexton
was placed in its present position
in 1843 by our distinguished fellow
citizen, | Dr.
takes a wvery deep interest in the
institution  as did also the late Dr.
Fogarty.

grounds and beside the stone vard
of Mr. John Coffey is a building
at present divided into two houses;
at one time it waz a well-known
tavern called Fox and Geese, be-

of a flock of the latter. In connec-
tion with
during the

set in & number,
of spaces which were placed around

YWhen a

large  number of

the actual
The " re-
3 ‘or d4—were
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rope. - Of . course,

are - other “details to The|!

0od many men work-
the, prospects for the |

R

he sick on 15%1‘1
built by Lord Emiy to

Inserted into the

slab bearing the following

at a grain of
by Bdward |;

Perry, Thiz stone

1760."

John ' Devane, ' who

At the end of the Infirmary

cause putside it was a sign board |®
the former 4Yaking care

this I have heard that|®
pericd after the rising
of 1867 the worison was crowded |
with political prisomers, but not all
the Feniand wore convict garb,
because some of the warders were
also members of the organisation.
Which fact exvlains how on ecer-
tain occasions 2 or 3 prisoners
could slip out in the evening and
adjourn to the Fox and Geese.
After they had had their refresh-
ments  they would quietly return
to thelr cells. Thiz. continued until |4
they finally escaped to America,
and the mystery of  their disap-
pearance was never solved.
On the map there is.a building
shown in the markets ground, be-
side the tram track, which was a
hospital over 100 years ago. Later
it was used as a married guariers
for soldiers stationed In the near-
by barracks. It is now very dilap-
idated and it will probably soon
disappear.
We are now back in the markets,
which were at one time a very busy
part of the city., The Limerick pig
market was one of the most impor-
tant  in Munster owing to having
four bacon factories beside it. It|%
also served a rather unusual pur-
pose, as it was here a man named
“Sequah'’ practised both ‘as dentist
and, doctor about 50 years ago. He
was | B Ve “atriking ~peraonal
with lon air brushed: back Ehé
most to 153 shoulders.. He drove
the markets every evening about
]3.30 o'clock in a most  elaborate
equipage which resembled a glori-
fled ‘stage 'coach. 'On  top was
geated a band or orchestra whieh
layed, if jnot sweetly, at least very
oudly, while he waved to those on
the ‘sidewalk. Arrived at the mar-
kets, the horses were.removed and
the driver's seat sbon bedame a’|:
\dentist’s chair, to which he invited
anyone - who wished to have teeth
extracted free of charge. It was
gurpriging how many ‘availed of the
joffer, ‘I do not know If cocaine.
'had been introduced at the time,
| but he certainly did not use.it, and
the band overhead drowned thel
leries of the patients. <
| The Haymarket is in Cathedral
'Place, beside the Parochial House,
Hay is not in much ‘demand  now, |
but forty or fifty years ago, before
the coming of the motor car, and
when all travélling and haulage
was done by horse, it was no un-
common sight to have loads of hay®
rom the weigh-house in

- Ta el LT bl

|

through which the smoke was |éxtending 1 8
Hmittgﬂ. It took about seven days|the market, up Cathedral Flac .h T
continuous buminﬁ before me:.r E‘f_r‘:gﬂ? ﬂ-:mfr.?r o ﬁ;ﬂﬁ:‘;ﬂiﬂ‘,ﬂé gty
v *: th res were en i ; -
Ezgﬂinreiﬁ&' the Ebrick: tael-mn out. |pumber ‘down Lelia - Street and |Snc. 0d of the market to the. B

There were about 40 men employed
and most of the brick used in Lime-
rick at the time were made here.
It closed about 45 years ago and

was a great loss,

Eeside these the farmers drew uwni
their 'loads of grain. Wil ot
buyers moved up and down sampl-|
ing the various lots: loads of corn

we -
senzth of thﬂrhux{:‘gretiheln often counted ' by the

Clare Street. )
The Butter Market, now Messrs.
Molloy's, was completely enclosed

and flagged, and had rows of tables
extending the fall

But to get back to Garryowen,
the brewery site had another period
of idleness until it was again taken
over, this time by a Milk Co., and
-when a lot of new separating and
butter-making machinery had been
cerected it commenced business.
Every morming a long row of far-
mers’ carta’ could be seen deliver-
ing, their milk, which, after it had

mers' wives displayed the lumps of

|butter and here most housewives

,bought their weekly supply, butthe
reater portion was sold in firkins
or export.

In the open, to the rere, stood the
| Cornmarket. To facilitate the
trade, paths about four feet wide
and two feet high. extended from

building. On these tables the far-|.

We have now cumplefﬂd the A
cuit of this district of old leericulllc-.
Perhaps [T have ne further than
I originglly had intended, but the
ahlida-"-cif old records awakens mem-
g;l.‘% 50 that one' thing leads on

fnother, and if you, in listening,

havi derived half the plessure °
thef I had in writing thes: Ttaw. ]
notls- T am well pﬂ&pe%. .HE.".'iﬂ’w
1 f: il
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