HE big bulk of our Limerick
athletes who have established
the name and fame of Shannonside
high in the annals of world
athletics mainly hail from the
Southern portion of the county. We
may be inclined to attribute that
to a variety of causes, and many.
explanations have been offered, as
many reascns are advanced for the
‘overiordship of hurling in certain
counties. : .

The brjlliance or such figures as
the Leahys, IFlanagans, Ryans,
Walshs, Colls, Connerys, Shanahan,
‘Roche, Real, Blackburne, Carey,
Dinneen, Daly, Fahey, O’'Brien,
Hyman, McCarthy and O'Connell;
the opportunities they got through
the enterprise of the enthusiasts in
their districts who. organised big
sports meetings eand eventually
forced the gpotlight of pubticity on
thelr efforts through sheer dint of
perseverance, coupled with- the

reat deeds of the performers, left
the men of the West samewhat out
of the picture, with some notable
exceptions, particularly the Ahernes,
Cussens. and Bresnihans.

Howéver, if we delve deep enough
into the parish records we find
evidende in plenty of worth while
performers in almeost every district.

Although the names aro —only
familjar “to. those who have closel
atudied the rogress of Irish

P
athletics from its earliest days and
in ita' every aspect, a lot can still
be recalled by an older generation,
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ports with a great

Broadford,
He must bhave been
atill in his 'teens when he-
athlotic diatinetlon at Ballygran
win in the one

and ita undoubtedly high standing
in the world of athlttics,
doing justice to the deeds of some
performed of the past, whose ex-
ploits are in danger of being. en-
tirely forgotten in a materialiatic
age when many care all too little
for the glories that once were ours.
indebted to my

friend, former Young Ireland
ling star, Jim Cleary, for much of
the information that permits_this
tribute to the greatness of Jerry
coupled
some referance to- the careers ot a|Y
few others equally famed at the
gatherin;
shared so little of the limelight, yet
contributed in such generous mea-
sure to the oversll story of Lime-
rick athletic pre-eminence.

Foran, who was in his ath-
eyday around the - middle
yearg of the decade that heralded
tha turn qf the century, was born
at Banemore,
early 1870's,
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‘cesgful In the rTunning, hop atep
and jump and tied for first piace
with J, Blagkburne in the pole
vault, P J. Kelly, who was second
in the “Hop, Step,” touk laurels
for Ballygran in the high jump,
and Nat Stmeox, of Bruree, oap
tured the 440 yarda prime, with
John Keily fitllng second place.
At Rilinane Sports on August
15th, 1848, we wgain contact the
Broadford man when he wen hia
favourite event, the one mile flat,
¢ }xryr‘d S&z the 8380 yards,
an:
h Jomes Birrani, of Dromin,
filling aecond place, Other Lime-
rick aucgesses. ot this meeting will
be read with intereat: 100 ya
flat, Biam Connery, Kilfinane,
and P. Leahy, Cregane, tied for
second plage. Putting 28 lbs, John
Flanagan (scr.), 34' 6", won; Wmn.
Connery (2 ft.), secand. Ruxming
high jump, Paddy Leahy (8"), &' 4,
won; liam Drake (6"), & 3”,
second. 56 lbe. (hetween legs, with,
follow), Denls Carey (scr.), 28' 10,”
sgcond, 19 . hammer, John
Elanagnn. 146 ft, won; D. Carey,
3% 3", second. 220 yards flat, Wm.
(14 yds), won; D. Carey

(J:‘annar
‘the recording of which could mean|&ge than the famed Gearge B. (5 'yda.%, aecond. Runni
so much towards completing the|Tincler who waa Irish champion it:m , P, Leahy (12"), 22 &ng “lzg?ﬁ
pictura of Lhnorlclk'n eontr‘lbuugn ‘;‘10111392 a\f‘:gs 3, Eggt%e?-" thag'trzcga& L iCheh (scr.), 22' 6", second.’
to the athletlc revival movement. unning hop, step and jump, John
In ‘the course of my travels in|Limerickman, Jack McCarthy offFlana, (fé"). 49" 3", won: n
Bunmona, still happily: with us, tojShanahan (acr), 48 ‘2, gecond.

order ta unearth something con-
cerning our great men of the past,
I have discovered much that was
in danger of being lost for ever. I
am deeply grateful to the many
goad friends all aver the county
who helped -very materially to get
a lot ‘of the information, some
it secured at great persgnal incon-
venience and only after consider-
ahle trouble and research.
MANY . UNRECORDED DEEDS,
There are still plenty of deeds
unrecarded, and it would be a pity
were this series to conclude with-
out embrecing .all -the men who
shed lystre on the fair name of
Limerick in
come_ again, In
would ‘be very happ¥
my :readers ably ta

consequience,

to what ia alyeady available,

80 doing they would render a ser-both with

supply me ya
with ‘information that would add ner-up in each.
By honours &t slingin,

those memorable days.

—‘t‘etll the tale, and recall the glories

ACHIEVED GREATNESS IN
G MPANY.

REAT CQ:

Too few recards remain of the
meetings at -which Foran com-
of | peted, but a glance even at the
acant particulars available, suffices
to prove that he aochieved great-
ness in the best of company and
during’ the most splendid of
:rllodern athletic -epochs—the 'nine-| 100
es, - -

The first meeting I find rePorted‘
during his_era wasa th

S
twhich
years that cannot being second. At 't
1 is interesting to note
were any of Kelly won both the 100 and 220
s, with Larry Roche the run-

€
of November 1st,

hg won the “mile,”
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vice to the falr name of Limerick whilst Dr. Ned Walash proved suc-

- sm——y,

our
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Walsh
ng it
John

yards), won. -
LOST “MILE" TO FAMOUS
MICOK O’NEILL, ou
A fortnight later, at Kilmaliock,
oran won the half mile but lost

Twa mile oyele, J. J. Candon (80
da . s :

O'Neill, of Adare, who was later to
become Irish .champion jn thig
event. Interesting returna on this
oacaaion include the winning of the
yards by Larry Roche, with
John Flanagan and J, Highfleld
tying for second place. Flanagan
waon the “furlong,” with J. Birrane
second, and he waa also successful
at putting the 28 lbs. (from scr.)
32 4”; and at the running long

withh 19 87, P, “Dockety”
amara, of Limarick City, being
second at 19 7°. Roohe camplete
hisz treble by victorles at shnging
the 56 1bs, (24’ 11') and in the tnree
jumps (32 4"). In the one mile
¢ ¢ycle J. J. Condon was the winner,
with J. F, Halvey runner-up.

Back at Kilmallock on Awgust
15th, 1898, Jerry Foran wen the
mile flat, & notable achievement
from: a distinguighed “field.* The

Jum;

‘f running long jump on that occa-

stan provided a, great tussle be-
tween .the Leahy brethers, Paddy
eventually gaining the verdict fram
Con by the narrew margin of three
inches. The 220 yards that evening
wag won by P. J. Crotty, of Kil-
mallock, whilat William O’Shea, of
Ballinvana, proved sucaessful in
the three jumps with a return of
36 ft. 2 ins. . .
O] UP TO 1900,
Althqugh the * Hmited recor
avallahle of the period make no
further reference to the Broadford
man, it is known that he compe-
ted, although with decreasing fre-

quenoy up to 1800, And, sad ta re-
‘{ late, his death took place not many
yearg later -at & pathetiqally early,
ags, He-hag, ho - Elatar-atill,
matging o
B O ik y
| Qi the ol Kuiridher Cream
- RighRty years old Jack McCarthy

of 'Bunpions, .who accompanied
Jerry Foran to mogt of his meet-
mf& at which he wda also a com-
3
gt non,ﬂnu_ing ab the track until he
was forty-twe years old.
Looking back now, he says thal
Jerry Foran was the greateat man

“in the country at the one mile or

naore, and wag only beaten once off
. the soratch mark by OWNeill af

the “mile* to the famous Mick|"

itor, had the proud distinctlon;

Foran's flrat win, he

hald:
would be about the year 1890, th‘é.
venute Ballygran and the runner-

Wp the renewned Tincler. And Jack
by b e i wall, he-
oausy he came in behind ‘Tinoler
that memorahle day. |
Foran. who alao competed in the’
“half mile” was nat ene to travel
for to & meeting, being generally
content  with..what renown the’
local meetingy provided, He wan,}
hewever. at Banteer, Kilmallock,'
Kilfinane. Bruff Ballygran = an
Dramoollogher, in eddition .to the
many “Patterns, such & feature in'
his day, ) .
A GREAT PAIR., '
Jorry Foran and Jack MeCarthy
usually - toak the honours where,
evar thay went—the former gener-
ally  capturing the miie prize’
whilst MeCarthy favoured the hal
'dlatance . and . tof most. of hia
laurels in thia event, |
One of Jack's longeat memariea’
ig. & pettern dance every Sunday
evening at a oross roads mnear
collogher, - They also had a
race in the fleld near by, and this
event, 2 half mile. had to be won
three days in i It:
was Jack's favourite distance and’
;be won twa Sundays ruoning. He '
{thought he had 'the prize but
1 Foran nipped in to win on the 3rd
Sunday. McCarthy had to start all
over again, but this time he suc-
ce%tli]ed.Bm at -1
e sdford pair red in a
momorahle lnter-count_\r_ﬂgr‘;lw race
at Cork on one occasion, in which
the number of competitoras reached
the huge total of 110, )
Jack McCarthy tells of another
occasion when he wanted money
from his father to go ta a
meeting, It was nat forthooming,
80 he went to a neighbour and cut|
thréequarters of an acre of hay
with .a scythe the day befare the
gathering, On the morrow he won
the half mile at Banteer. Nat a
bad performanoce !
CAPTAIN OF LOCAL GA.A,
TEAMS,

Jack was captain of the local
football and hurlng teams, and
afterwards played in the g\aa!. coxi-
tinuing until he was fifty-five years
old. He figyred first in the days.of
rthe twenty-one asides  and later
played on the ‘“seventeen” teams.

Another fine athlete of that period
still to_be met in Dromecollogher is -
Joe Newman, whoge #on, Rev.
Jeremiah Newman, D.D., weas re-
cently appeinted Professor at May-
nooth College,

Limerick of the early G.A.A. deys
never lacked jumpers of real merit,
and Joe Newman contributed his
share to the undoubted fame of
Shannonside in this gpectacutar
branch of athletica. o

Never competing outside his own
district, he, nevertheless, put up
some fine performances, particu-
larly in his favourite event—the
hop, atep and %ump.. In this he
cavered 44 ft. ins, at Ashferd
sports, bringing the figures to 45 ft.
8 ins, a shaqrt time later at the
Pattern of Rusgel’s Cross, He also
figured with success at the Pattern
of Gardenfield and at sports meet-!
ing at Springfield and Broadford,
retaining an unbeaten record at
these gatherings.

On one occasion, when he was
winning the long {ump at Aghford
Spaorts, at 32 ft. 2 ins, an gbjection |
wag lodged because he had ne
“feld dresa’’ (togs), and he was
digqualified. .

OVER A HORSE.

At the Gardenfleld Fattern .an
anether ogeasion, some one ssid it.
would be' s good feat tq. vault &
oxge, " and.. - 4 8l

H

£

over  the-horse, Which, he did, ‘win-
ning the. prize, and the admiration
of all present.

oe was the. beat jumper in his
digtrict until the advent of the
reat -J. J. Brésnihan, but the
Sromcollogherv man had retired,
then, his witkdrawal frém the-
arens being hastened by an injury :
sustsined whilst jumping. .
Jae Newman remembers Jerry’
Foran as the champion mile run-
ner of the middle ’'nineties, wlth|
an unheeten record in Munster .

Adare, at a sports in K,Hmanoqk.

and further afield until he was|

failing in later years, when he was
beaten once by the former Irigh
champion,” Con Phibbs, at Milford
Sports, shortly before he retired.

Foran, he also remembers ag asty.
lish runner who used to sprint on
the ball of the foot, and extremely
popular with all classes. Shortly
after he bade farewell to the arena
the local athletes paid him the un-
ique tribute of organising a sports
in his honour at Ashford, to which
competigrs {):jame from far and
near and a crowd attended.

PA'.['.l‘EB.Ng HELD EVERY

SUNDAY,

The Patterna in those days were,
held every Sunday et Russell's
Cross, and later at Gardenfleld,!
and consisted of dancing on the'
platform and the spﬁing events:’
the half mile race, waight throw-
ing and jumping, with the prizes
usually & clock or money.

Joe Newman regards Jack Me-
Carthy as one the best half
milers of his day, and cannot re-
collact any accasion an which he
sufferad defeat. Hia great friend
and fellow travelley to the nearby
‘meetings, Jerry Tan, was un-
heaten in the mile, which was his
best event. ‘

The other good athletes of the
district, just prier to the Foran-!
- MoCarthy oriod, were Jac
| O'Brien and Paddy Reidy, of Far
ren, and there is an. record the
report of a great race of theirs over
_& half mile at Feenagh sports ahout
three score years ago, which
Q’Brien won in a welier af excite-

ment.

JACK O'BRIEN OF KELLS. -

Jack O'Brien, of Kells, who died
quite recemtly with the hest part
of ninety vears to hia cradit, was
a noted exponeni of the hop, step
.and leap, and had the honour of
being runnper-up to Willie Real, of
Limerick A.A, and B.C. Sports at
the Markets Field an June 10th,
1891, when the Pallasgreen .man
won the Ch&mrlonship qf Ireland ;
X 2 1ba, with a throw

great football captain at a period
when the big ball game held un-
doubted sway in the district.
| To edd to the infarmation con-
cerning Jerry Foran, Denis Q'Con=;
nell of Broadford explains that the
correct family name is Forde, but
Jerry was always known as Foran,
although he pgpelled the name as
Forde. R .
Con Phibbs, when Captain of the
Cork Harriers selecteg Foran to
run for Cork in an Inter-County
event v, Dublin. Foran ran under
the name of Lee, and was first man
home, which resultd in a poet pen-
ning the lines:—

“Lee could run like a fawn,

He was the greatest of them all;
Lee could run until dawn

And could alsqe wield the caman.”

RAN THREE MILES TO OVER-
TAKE CAR,

It is recalled that on one occa-
sion Foran missed a drive to Kil-
mallock for a sports. He however,
ran the three miles to Dromcollog-
her, where he overtook the car, and
was rewarded later by being first
in the “mile” at Kilmallock. !

‘He ran a& cross-country event in'
England on ene occasion, but wasg.
beaten by Tincler in a very clgse;
finish. The pair met later at Bally-!
gran Sparts, as already mentioned,
and- Foran won. This was his
greatest victory, and he was car-
ﬂel?i shoulder high that day off the

e

In bringing this notice to a con-
clugion deserved mention must be
made of other good figures of that
period — Markey Shea, Coolbawn;
|Jim_Culhéne,_ Newtownshandrum,
;and William Heffernan® Broadford.
iThe latter:used make .the journey

from Broadford to play with the
old fejmed Limerick Commer¢ials
of the dayd eof such stalwarts as
Alby Quillinan, Jim Riordan, and
Con Fitzgerald.

No: 61—Malachi O'Brien of Lime-
rick Commercials,



