1690 SIEGE EDITION

el
e
r4
-
=
=)
=
<
-~
ked
=
]
(o]
v
o
d
=
—

(=]
-
=
(7 )
&H
Bl
— —
E=
— —

EYE
CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNTS

o

INTRODUGTION BY LARRY WALSH

m@v
i
ool e

.

o




THE OLD LIMERICK JOURNAL

A NOTE ON THE CALENDAR

Problems exist in dating events in the later 17th century due to a lack of
uniformity in reckoning time both within the three kingdoms of Britain,
Scotland and Ireland, and between them and many Continental countries. Only
on the 7-day week, with the sume church-prescribed day of rest, was there
complete uniformity. ' °

There was serious divergence in reckoning days of the month because two
different calendars were in widespread use. In England, Scotland and Ireland,
as well as in all Orthodox and some Protestant countries of Europe, the
calendor used was the old Julian calendar, instituted by Julius Caesor in 45
B.C., while all Catholic and u few Protestant countries had adopted the more
accurate Gregorian calendar introduced by Pope Gregory XIIl in 1582. The
only difference hetween the two was in the provision made for leap-year,
which in the Julion calendar come every fourth year, and in the Gregorian
every fourth year with the exception of most of the even centuries. By the
17th century, the divergence produced amounted to 10 days, and in the 18th
century hecame 11 days, so that what a British or Irish person would call 9

August was 19 August in France before 1700, and 20 August after 1700. To

prevent confusion, the practice was sometimes adopted of distinguishing dates

as Old Style (0.5.) and New Style (N.S.), or of writing them in the form 9/19
August. Old Style is used here.

Regarding the year, in England and Ireland the official calendar year
began, not on 1 Janvary, but on Lady Day, the feast of the Annunciation, 25
March. The official financial year still begins on Lady Day, which, with the
reform of the calendar in 1752, fell 11 days later, 5 April, and now falls 12
days later, on 6 April, instead of 25 March. In Scotland and generally on the
Continent, the year began on 1 Janvary, and this method was coming into
favour in England among private individuals. So, what to an English or Irish
official was 4 February, 1690, was in Scotland 4 February, 1691, and in
France was 14 February, 1691, In dealing with English or Irish documents, it
is often difficult to say with certainty to what year dates in Janvary, February
or March really belong, unless the year is given in the form 1690/1. It is
usual practice in modern publications to correct dates to 1 January new year,
rather than 25 March.

SOURCE:
A. Browning (ed.), English Historical Documents,viii, appendix 1 (London, 1953)
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