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In an interesting description ef the
times in which = he lived, William
Carleton, the novelist, found a place for
‘his youthful experiences of an Irish Hedge
'School, and over a more extensive area
Mr. P. J..Dowling, has, in recent times,
\collected much that might be written on
the subject in his " Hedge Schools of Ire-
.ln.nd." There were still, however, some
| places off the beaten track, like South-
| West: Limerick, where the last of . the
southern hedpe masters brought their
henourable Iabours close to our own times.

It may be in the nature of coincidence,
but the lot of the last of West Limerick's
hedge masters was cast amongst the
descendants of that Richard Woulfe, of
Corbally, Limerick, whose lands were
i forfeited after the 1641 Rebellion.
| While time and opportunity offer, and
living witnesses survive to attest the facts,
!It may be helpful to recall a period, not
so many years back, which marks the
seyerance of the last link which brought
the Jrish "Hedge School along from the
dark days of the ‘confiscation to thé hills
of West Limericlk, on the Kerry border,
and to the doors of the Watlional Schools
{which severed it.

- He was an old man when I first saw
him, and it was wlth rather unquict Teel-
. ‘|linga that r:urinslty' pmmpted me, whlle
- visiting some relatives, who lived half-
| way between Abbeyfeale and Athea, that
|T made the acquaintance of Master
| Michael Sheahan, at what came to be
| ironically known amongst his pupils as
: " Sheahan's Academy.”  Although the
MNatlonal School had penctrated the sur-
rounding districts for many years pre-
viously. the Academy was still struggling
lun but was seriously on the wane when
I dropped in there one day amongst its
mixed attendance.

NO LONGER HELD IN THE OPILN.
|- The classes were no longer held in the
‘open under hedges, or in secluded valleys,
"~and the fear had long before departed,

when an informer might have easily!
’jclmngcd the head of the master for a fve]
pound note. However uncomfortable it
might have been for the master, or his
!pupils. it was a vast improvement on the
1cross-roads, or the bleak mountain side,
to find a thatched roofl over their heads.
The rough slones of the walls might be
unsightly in the old out-house which was
placed at their service by the late Mr.
F.ichard E. Woulfe, the {ather of o very!:
‘dlstmgmshed Commissioner of Public|
"Wur]-cs in one of America's larcest clties,
.but its situation was ideally chosen
t';mldst picturesque old world 5urrnundi
‘ings. The donor, who has long since past
jaway, was a sound Gaelic scholar, a man
of rare intellectual gifts, whose memory !
wns stored with a fund of interesting
traditions which some well-known Irish
historians . fﬂund hnlpIul in theairi
g researches. v mn i
Ff A% have. Int? alm'r. Lh:.u,
| ﬁj?}wintcl‘ mnfii 1 "whéﬁﬁl m:t out
_”‘* for that famous “A':ndemy at “ The Glen,"

.-ﬂmtlnn. but- aL::na dhﬂnctlr mull the
4 kindly Incept thmﬂd master. = d*’u;:ﬂ it

WS Ll

ey z

e

-' {i 'I-'_ _'_ R

.bencath the ashes of thelr deceased com-

‘rise high enough, and suspended punish-|.-

%I“.*&H& AR BT P ed i haleht with aTmlacid

OF TIMEKEEPING |

There, in the big open hearth, at the end
of the old house, they were plled to make
the interior habitable, and send the blue
and scented smolke through a * sauganed ”
opening above, and out among the
centuries old trezs that lined the slopes
of e Glen. The old man'’s blood was no
longer hot, and when the fire itsell turned
cold towards the winter evening, it was
usually a suggestion for dispersing the
classes. The crisis was often precipitated
by an unscrupulous pupil, "whose com-
munal duty it waa, if sitting next the fire,
to hasten the departure of any lingering
coals on the hearth by burying them

panions, whenever the old man turned his
back.

A CRY THAT BEROUGHT MERCY.

He had not the reputation of a harsh
master, but there are times in a school-
boy's lile wihen he must be punished In
some form (an axiom only admitted by
ex-pupils, who are assured that the school ||
doar .was .closed .definitely . behind sthem-fais
selves).  Whenever occasion arose for. any s
severe punishment the preparatory ery of |
the wvictim would ring loud and long
enough in the school to bring Mrs. Woulfe
hastening over the intervening yard frnm
her kitchen, some yards off, scattering the
farmyard fowl in her cagerness to make||®
her appeal for. mercy timely and effective.fl = -

As the days grew older, the ripenedjf -
scholars divined that the master allowed||"
the music of the condemned scholar to

ment long enough, through his homilies, |-
to make certain that Mrs. Woulfe would
be in full time to curtail the impending
penalty.

His old pupils always took pride in
repeating that Master Sheahan's | boys
always carried off the honours for
Cathecism before the Blshop on parish
holidays, because of the assistance they
derived from their knowledge of Latin,
which their old tutor imparted to them.
They also realised the idea that his equip-
ment was a causge for surprise, and even a
little jealousy too, amongst the more im-
portant national teachers, against whose
excellent training they competed towards
the end of the Academy's days. In_ justice,
however, it must be added, that their|
tralning must have been of a very high|
order to enable them to compele .success-|
fully with the late Master Martin O'Sul-
livan, MN.T., who was one of the most|
intellectual members of the profession
then in West Limerick.

sheahan was also an expert in hand-
writing, and had his head lines charpged
with the usual moral lessons, which left
quaotations floating through every day life
in the district for a subsequent genera-
Llion.

TIE MASTER AND A PAST PUI‘IL. Sl i
It was customary for a past pupil pa,:'.-
fleularly if a matrimonial eandidafe fn-r i

Ehrnvc i.n vtsit wi,tht e freo  and ; 5:*_

assirance, his a’;rl mama'ter.‘lahn Anaf
utjhter*‘aﬁ.*’lt ‘his’ Eiww ~practicef =t
sakel : ulljr;nh"-'i?a'd ‘i.mg forj

Wh%wﬁw O umdn:hthnfgog Seanl
ﬁlﬂ«;"“lfmtmn Jealled fﬂm av. . an tin;

-
iy

e —

—

—




AP R i Al TR e i wrec

, face of the old master.
+ was of medium height. with a placid
:e, clean shaven, except for a little grey
stubbed beard at the sides. He spoke
without aflectation, and with an assured
command of language, In a volce generally
low. Sometimes it was ralsed, but Iin the
heat of argument, such as when I once
afterwards heard him malintaining some
‘‘thesis of his against an enlightened past
pupil. As a masier he never seemed to
look for any more deference because of
his position than that which one of the
more well to do farmers, amongst whom
|he spent his life, might naturally ke en-
'titled to expect. Prior to his advent to
|the Glen, he took over temporarily the
lcharge of an earlier Hedge School, which
ihud beenr held, time out of mind, at a
place called Harnett's Cross, now Healy's

.
c|

Forpe, at I{nockbrack, about two miles
from Abbevfeale. This school appears to
have been conducted by another popular
teacher, Master Foley, until his death,
probably about the middle fifties-of the
last century. There wns also a Master
Denny Wrenn teaching elsewhere at that
time in an adjoining parish.

SAINT AND SCHOLAR.
From about 1860 to 1580, Michael Shea-
han tau~rht on an average 80 or 90 pupils.

and debllity, his attendance of scholars
had fallen to five, in the year 1900. He
apparently mades no provision for the
rainy day (if he had ever been enabled to
do so0), and with a pension, consisting
lonly of #the slings and arrows of out-
rageous fortune,” he went into the work-
house at Newcastle West, where he die

t
{
4
<
4
t
1
i
3
5
'l...

k

C

Wiien burdened by approaching old age|

nlough or scytha. One day the son of an
old patron .called the way, and sitting
down amongst the students set about
copylng Ythe current head line of the
school. On this oceasion Master Sheahan
nddressed a’question to the visitor, while
he was engaged, as much with the move-
ments of his mouth as with the quil pen
he was driving at some word or other, and
was so intent on the process thal he ad-
journed his answer until he had placed
‘the customary flourish to the end of his
‘labour. Irritated at the delay. the master
charged him with lll-manners. The im-
- portant student retorted by reversing the
accusation, because he was disturbed, he
sald, with a question while struggling
with a long word when the inspiration to
svecute it correctly lasted. The master
reminded him that he had lost that res-
pect for his elders, which he had tried to
impress en him formerly, and the ex-pupil
pleaded the deformily of his art that
mirht have been risked by the courtesy
of suspending his operation. And =o to
the delight of the scholars the interchange
went on above thelr heads for almost hall |
an hour.' ending in an exchange of
apnlogies.

The old man never forgot te devole one
hour each dayv to religious Instruction,
which Included the recital of the Resary.

ONLY THE OLD-TIME SETTING
REMAINS.

The Glen, with its old time satting, is
still as charming as of old. The old
achool teacher—last of his patriotic pro-
feasion—Is rone,. and left to his later
[puplln the distinction of having graduated
'in the last of Limerick's Hedge Schocls.
Cone, toon., Is the kindly donor of the

!

on the 5th of May, 1902—no doubt. ﬂ.nﬂtht‘.”gchﬂﬂl_ The centuries old trees which
saint and scholar of the old country. ThoSe:chajtered the old school from the winter
who knew him would never have permit- | piact, and the summer heat, have strewn
ted his last days to be spent at the ypajr Jeaves full forty times over the |
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expense of the rates, but in his private
affairs his innate principles permitted no
sympathetic interference... ... -
Amongst the betler off farmers he was
treated as a respected member of the
family, and at stated times voluntary
contributions of very small dimensions
were accepted to meet the master's press-
Ing needs; modest, but hardly remunera-
tive. - In return he taught their children
entrusted to him, and according to a Mrs.
John O'Connor, of Cratlde 2 p
who atill . survives at the age of 98, he
1; trained them well :
t1 There were no maps on the rough walls
!ut this humble school, and barely the
' furniture required to carry on without
i headaches. Interstices in the
! marked where mischievous pupils dug the
' mortar away to make pigeon holes for
¢|thelr Inka and pencils. The seats con-
): sisted of plain or wooden planks. and the
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paths the old teacher and his pupils tred.
And =till the little stream turns on below.
Tt still runs on to join the Oulagh farther

down the valley.”Past ‘the old m:mmw
conl pits, which mark ‘an'industrial .enter-}ieees
prise of a former landlord but not “his
perseverance. That innocent little stream
did not always flow so gently though.i™ .
Once. upon a time a certain widow, ‘whol
still survives In a happy home at Keale.|
had cause to remember. its mood wht
was angrv some . sixty wears age, e
evening, hurrving home from the school}™=
in the Glen, she attempted to cross the] =
{stream at Reacock, which was in flood,
and was carried & hundred yards along its
course before belng rescued, more dead
than alive by the same man who had
glven the scheol to her master. SRR
- BORN IN PARISH OF ATHEA.
Master Michael Sheahan, I learned. was
horn In Knocknagorna, in the parish of

i{slates, which were worked [or mathe-

matles, on the scholars’ knees, belonged to Athea, and “sprang from A respectable

family of the farming class, one of who
the common family of the roof tree: . m,
Jdvariety. These h:d been ln.h-urlnusl}'r“ QLN doctor, graduated with some dis-§
‘I polithed, with a kind af sandstone. s 5|LEI;Er*..:!;nrsun. Had he teen at his kinsman's}
L writing surface, at the Glen stream, which ischant he would not have been the only|
owed beneath a one arch bridpge, nnd:mem].:” u.f th:" profession indebtec to him
"ean~ throuerh its pretty courze, ch“mdifu;“hﬂ iuit el . :
hv the rustline trees that overhung it. LE (MRS IMAXLD himself <pert his
There alro it lent its services to lick fivo Al years in Causeway, Co. Kerry. from
shape the pencils In use in the scheol, :"'ﬂhrr‘;‘ hEE mh"-"::;m;;cgi llh'i L&*:;u rfﬂmz}.lb"
- 1 1 e . 3 i Ly | > i : nLen H or ]
h‘::;“ icd in rough form from its gravelled pr!ﬂlqthn-::d. hut some trivial indiscretion,
: - ; i while at college, together with the inter-
_thtEhh:TEHEDdLRIE? {:{L{;ﬂ:{-l :t'enti-:m of the "bad times,"” sent him
'M:r."-: dxf-‘”::;.lm- ul:;ﬁr:.} r*ifirf!fca;vn: tihnr-r:;'?f:r”:nfr? theﬂ:;nrld o fen;:] hmr el
farm sllinm oA 1s 4 - ike ANy An er geni i
w-an ene. by which master and pupil alike, : ERIIus of e U,
me~enre the flicht of Omar's!
 §Teemter of the East” The striking of

LIGHTNING TRAGEDY

r=f=ht

tra herre of this old friend broeght morej AN that remai

: : . ined of the body of
jcy o t:r.c t=nined ears of zome of those:Edward EBraithwaite, a farmer m,} Lis-
nenils than did the melody of Cathedral tgn, Warton, Lanes.. after he had been

ryf=-r= in distant cit'es in after years. It
is still sssociated with pleasant memories
hy the few who survive, because of Its
jrer-ti= clenale of Telease when the days
e xape woo and 1ng, and the flower laden
o ;_5"55.:114:::af‘ﬂf.ﬂ“.F.f}%";@#:#?#;%#?ﬂﬂ.!ﬂs' Ithsethe
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-=hen the days were short’
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struck by lightning was the front of his
chirt. pleces of leather and wood, which
had formed his clogs. and fragments of
ra, which had been his serge suit, Thell
man was killed Instantly. = 0 ShicaEEe
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