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(A HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY TO YOU)
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The author, prominent and popular Limerick educator,
here gives a concise and informative article on technical
education in his native city . . ..

Vocational and Technical Education
in Limerick
By James O'DonwELL, C.E.O.

(Limerick Vocational Education Committee).

If You Are Sending . ..

A TOKEN OF THE
HOMELAND

TO FRIENDS OR RELATIVES ABROAD, WE

OFFER AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION OF |
Irish Linens and Damasks, Waterford |
Glass, Limerick Lace and Irish Crochet,
Irish Home-Spun and Hand-Woven
Tweeds, Foxford Rugs, Knitwear,

Newbridge Cutlery and Plate

HISTORICAL NOTE.

TECHNIC}LL EDUCATION in Limerick had its beginning in 1855, with
the erection of the Athenasum Hall (now the Royal Cinema) Tl':e 1ot
on which it was built was purchased from the Corporation for £3:I{HJ 3ubFnc~:r_
to AN annual rental of £21, pavoble to the Earl of Limerick This inlJt' 1
venture emanated froim the interest and enthusiasm of a gn::up of citizela
who subscribed a eapital sum of £1,2566 to promote Literature, Sclence p:aﬁt

AND A HOST OF SOUVENIR GOODS OF ALL KINDS

Our Most Careful Attention

Mail Orders from Overseas will receive

ﬁuﬂi’rériekv. TLlF:}r. O'Neill, Bishop of Limerick; Mr. P. J. Donnellan, Chairman

ek, Egtmnal Education Committee, and the writer, 'Mr J:m'me-aur

, B.Comm. CHE.O., viewing an Exhibition of Students’ Work at
Gairmscoil Aine.

and At

mnx::if E;g “for the effectual encouragement of Agriculture in ali its

e liest development were a School of Art and a School

attempis were rfmu:l‘;ﬂ:::m;‘e Zg?;LI{FEhE t';u lﬂﬂuﬁﬂ.- OO, e
; 2 sh the latter, R

F‘f.““:ﬁfh“t;;he ultimate realisation of this aim Bomn daelopaatz e o

- e passing of the Agricult ' . .

1899 1. ure and Technical Inst

848, Limerick became entitled to an annual endowment of £;‘;§;u}zrﬁgé




J_& 1 OBYRNE, LMITED
THE THEORY OF THE SAGE

People in every walk of life, representative of crafts, trades and
professions, express themselves eurious about our Natural Spring Well;
frequently we find ourselves, not unwilling, having to answer questions
about the source, depth, period of its existence, expectancy of its life,
and about the curative properties peculiar to all MNatural Spring Water,
which make it health sustaining and so remarkably refreshing A
brief history of the Well may not now, therefore, be amiss.

The theory was that in bygone days the forebears of our good
neighbours used to draw the most beautiful water from a WNatural
Spring Well which, according to the sage, was aituated in the precinects
of where our factory premises then stood. The place was called Sexton
Street was, in those days, just a green field, the property of the Parish
of 8t. Michael. Housing and industrial development suffered the inhabi-
tants to lose their coveted water supply, but because Muniecipal Autho-
rity was apt to be totalitarian then, almost as it is now, they eould do
little more than deplore their loss. We, youngsters, at the time, were
always fascinated by the little tale, and whenever the old gentleman
commenced to theorise on his conviction with eloquence, which resulted
from the comfort of good Irish Malt, willing and respectful ears were
sver ready to pay attention. We soon shared his conviction and
resolved that one day the Well would be reclaimed.

During the year 1935, when a programme of extensive structural
alterations was being put in hand, we were given the opportunity we
needed: we engaged the services of a water diviner and applied our-
gelves seriously to the task of finding the Well. Imagine our surprise
when, eventually, the diviner's rod shook convulsively te evidence the
existence of water, The floor was hurriedly cleared, and those who
were present at the time beheld, in wonder, a bright Spring Well with a
shaft of 40ft, and a water depth of 10ft. The theory of the sage had
been proved.

1t is conceivable, perhaps, that satisfactory Mineral Waters may be
manufactured with water other than that which comes from & Natural
Spring Well, but where Natural Spring Water is available for, and used
exclusively in, the production of Mineral Waters, the result ia inesti-
mably more satisfactory. Natural Spring Water, the finest ingredients
obtainable, and technigue made excellent in the school of experience,
give OBYRNES MINERAL AND AERATED WATERS the quality

which nothing can surpass.

MINERAL SPRING

‘Grams. ¢ * Minerals,”
Limerick.

J. & J. O’'BYRNE, LIMITED

LIMERICK

MINERAL WATERS

'‘Phones : Limerick 123 (2 lines).
Listowel, 41. Ennis, 239.
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upkeep of its Technical Ilnﬂtructinn Scheme. New premises were taken in
MNos. gy and TO George's Street (O'Connell Street), and the scope of

was extended to cater for Mechanical Engineering, FPhysics,
Building Trades subjects, Art, Commerce, Domestic Economy, ete.

Wwith the further extension of the scheme it became necessary to build
the present Municipal Technical Insitute in O'Connell Avenue (former
Military Road). The tender of John Kenny, Jnr., for £7,617 was accepted
on December 13th, 1908, and the first sod was turned by Ald Donnellan,
Mayor, on January 20th, 1910. The work was completed on July 12th, 1811,

the formal opening of the Institute by Most Rev. Dr. O'Dwyer, Bishop of

Limerick, took place in December, 1911,
MODEEREN DEVELOPMENTS.

The Vocational Education Act of 1930, which controls vocational and
gechnical education in the Republic of Ireland, brought into being the
yocational Education Committees. These are independent corporate S odlise
whose duly is to provide and maintain suitable systems of continuation
and technical education,

The City of Limerick Vocational Education Committee comprises 14
members. Seven of these are Councillors and the remainder are represent-
atives of employers, trade unions and other bodies, who because of their
interest and experience in education have been appointed on the Committee
by the Local Authority, le. the Corporation.

EXTENT OF SCHEME, FINANCES, ETC.

The present scheme of Vocational and Technical Education in Limerick
comprises the following schools:—Municipal Technical Institute, St. Anne's
S rtional School, Boys' Vocational School, Cecil Street; Girls' Voeational
School, O'Connell Street; 5t. Gerard's Vocational School and the Marine
Officers School in The Crescent.

Average annual enrclments for the scheme approximate to 3,600. These
are catered for by a staff of 80, half of whom are permanent whole-time
teachers and {he remainder part-time teachers,

The estimated cost of the Scheme for the financial years 1857-'68, will
approximate to £48,000. It will be of interest to note that in 1911 the total
enrolment amounted to 838, while the cost of the scheme was £2,745. Under
;I';e 'Efm:at_!m;?] Education Act, 1930, the Committee derives approximately

per cent jts= annual income from Department's Grants and 20
from the Corporation. s and per cent

PROPOSED ETENSIONS.

New Tﬁ-ﬂhninﬁl Institute—The McCaffrey site on O'Connell Av
enue has
ﬁi rﬁurfh;se.t:l Iby the Committee and it i3 proposed to erect thereon a new
chnical Institnte, which will cater fully fo 1
mhm i, ¥ r the modern demands of
ols of Music, Commerce and Art—With the erection of th
e above
it iz proposed to reconstruct the existing Imstitute to provide for a Ech;;i
of Music, a School f Cmmerce and & School of Art.
Regional Schools—Arrangements have been made for the purchase of
: l:r::,ﬂl Eghmf :’.‘:Iargr.;,r Etrslmd ﬂ.nld the erection thercon of a Regional Voca-
. ool for Boys. It is also proposed to erect a R '
similar type in the Garryowen area. AEEL RERRLCE &

DISTINCTION BETWEEN YOCATIONAL, TECHNICAL
TECHNOLOGICAL EDUCATION.

20 much confusion exists in the public mind regarding the above that

‘Some attempt at clarification is essential,

The Vocational School programme provides for general and practical
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preparation for employment in trades, manufactures, agricul-
erce and other industrial pursuits. The programme also provides
and practical training in the early stages of employment.

~ training in
ture, comm
 for general
. rhus, the Vocational. School programme caters for the pre-apprentice-
p tﬂ;'ni;-.g and early apprenticeship training of the Craftsman.

TELEPHONE - 1520

5
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ri THIS is one of our CrTy’s NEWEST INDUSTRIES, having been I

" Technical Courses cater for the further specialist training of the

man and are designed to provide theoretical and practical instruction

-_hd“'im to qualifications as a Techniclan, These Technical Courses are

~ eatered for in the evening classes in the Vocational School, or the Municipal

‘pechnical Institutes. In Limerick and in other centres a scheme of Day

Release, which supplements the evening ingtruction, enableg the craffsman
to pursue his studies which will lead to technician hiatus.

Technological Courses are provided for in the University or the College
of Technology. A Technologist must posses the gualifications and experience
'muired for membership of a professional institution, He bas a high degree
 of responsibility and in many cases he is expected to push forward the
poundaries of knowledge in his own particular sphere,

SOME COMMENTS ON THE EXISTING SCHEME AND
PROFOSED DEVELOFPMENTS,

While the Committes has made every effort to cater for the efficient
administration of its Voecational and Technical schemes of education, the
continued increasing enrolments have over-taxed the capacity and equip-
ment of the schools. Recent reductions in Department’s Grants have also

had serious repercussions.

What iz urgently needed is a well-equipped modern Technical Institute
which will cater for theoretical and practical training leading to qualifica-
~ tlons at technician level. A survey has been recently completed in Dublin

and recommendations approved for the extensive development of technologi-
¢al courses. In the writer's opinlon the existing facilities, which will shortly
ke extended in Dublin, should be sufficient to cater, in conjunction with the
Universities, for the present and foreseeable future demand in the fleld

of Technology-

- A disturbing feature in the scope of Vocational and Technical Education
Is the attitude of many parents and some employers regarding the standard
of general education requisite for the training of the Craftsman and Tech-
nician. The mistaken nation that entry to the trades and technical services
requires little or notion general education, has, and will continue to have,
Serious repercussions on our industrial life. While the majority of students
entering our schools possess a sound basie structure of general education.
the beat puplls are earmarked for the white-collar job. Only a limited
number of the latter achieve their objective, with a resulting serious loss
to the efficiency and productivity of our industrial economy.

started only three and a half years ago. Its spacious premises,
situated in the principal thoroughfare, DEC‘I.IPT"WhEt was once
Limerick's oldest Cinema. With an. experienced ‘5taff 1:11{ |
] some hundreds, and using the most up-to-date machinery, it

’ produces MEN'S AND Boys' CroTHING which has a name
for unrivalled Style and Quality. Its products are sold not

I only throughout Ireland, but in the last year or 50 have “
r entered the world Market, with most gratifying results.

OUR SIGNATURE:
YOUR GUARANTEE OF STYLE AND QUALITY lI

~ Ireland needs and demands that her craftsmen, technicians and tech-
.-ﬁ.l!']ﬂgists should rank with the best that other countries produce. If the
"'_’l!i_'ﬂ'l‘.'-lﬂﬂnﬂl Committees are to achieve their objective in their educational
‘Echemes, then the problem referred to above must receive the serious con-
] sideration of parents, employers and other inferested parties.

MANUFACTURED BY THE

CRESCENT CLOTHING CO., LTD.
69, O'CONNELL STREET, LIMERICK

APPRENTICESHIP.

- The problems of apprenticeship are too complex to deal with in this
- Eeneral survey. The public will be interested to learn that an excellent local
pprenticeship Scheme controls and directs the pre-apprenticeship and
Prenticeship training of almost every branch of the building trades. Some
Seapprentices in the Motor and Mechanical Engineering Trades attend on a

I
I.
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vy Release basis and also attend Eve
ning Classes, Our schools provide

] O acialised training also for apprentice
8 i
PUBLIC CONFIDENCE % fesiretos sty ot o o et
' | ihowever, e ar behind in a realistic and emc:eme:;pﬁgﬁeﬂaﬂﬂ'
gl e

= Vocational Education Committe

g 5 ar

y-operate with interested groups of EI:I'.I.plg.}rEE ;ﬁlirntgu wi}:llingl:] t? advise and
tra nions.

-

[s the valuable prize we have cecured by years of |f
training and practice 10 the use of drugs and medi-::inesh_ ,_
By using only the best materials we have secured the |
enviable position which we now occupy as dispensers |

of prescriptinns, You get |||

; EN
;F. A TRIES T EMPLOYMENT.
= Only & limited number of pare
. P nts show a dire
i duc::;n E:t.l;e ea::;El ;ﬂ “E‘_';]ig LT tradas—ugt:;' ilgf:if;t lE %he conditions
. o come 8 deeper parental int&rea't, h:; ﬁ' atud shii
<] udents

are and in the pre-apprentice
ous avenues of employment. ship and pre-entry conditions to the

!

Just What Your Doctor Ordered |I. ' i By
If you take advantage of our ckilled service by bringing ”. i ﬁ',;;f:ﬂfféﬁf f’-s“fﬂ?:u;“:'u Seheme of Religious Tnstruction. i
to us your next Ptescriptiﬂn. | their schools. e lonim e f:;rl
| N | CONCLUSION.
A Large Selection of Toilet Requisites b e
|. : siasm of any Veeational Education Committee and

f its officers and staff can onl
and interest of ¥ be measured in te
e tr‘m‘:ﬂnﬁﬂmﬂm employers and citizens genreﬁll;f Che. coroneration
young people and for the effcient r.i'; {iha DER e
ning of its

erafts and industries Limerick’
criL s ek
sphere i8 imperative. 8 co-operation and interest in the educational

Consisting of Toilet S0aps, Shampoos, Hair Washes |
and Tonics, Tooth Pastes and Powders, Hair Brushes, |

Nail Brushes, Tooth Brushes, Combs. We stock all |
popular lines in Face Powders and Creams, Puffs, |

Manicure Sundries, perfumety, Bath Salts, Etc.

Cameras and Photographic Materials

| All Kodak Supplies, and best makes of Cameras. Fresh |
stock of Films, Plates and Papers. Developing, Print

ing and Enlatging—-Quick Service. Best Results.
Films left in before 10 a.m. for developing ready

same day.

JOHN LAIRD & CO. LTD

118 O’CONNELL STREET,
LIMERICK |

The Rexall Pharmacy

Agent for Elizabeth Arden, Dorothy Gray, Cotys, M =
Factor and Helena Rubenstein Toilet Preparations.
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SAVOY RESTAURANT

BEDFORD ROW
LIMERICK

——

—— FOR —

GOOD FOOD aﬂd |

GOOD SERVICE
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