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SCHOOLS in Limerick
deserve top priority from
all candidates in the elec-
tion according to Willie
Lawlor, the local ASTI
representative,

Earlier this year, an inde-
pendent survey commis-
sioned by the ASTI showed
the effect of inadequate
funding on schools in
Limerick.

The ASTI has a 10 point
list of priorities which
requires urgent action and to
which they want to see Posi-
tive responses from all Dail
candidates.

“The real issue for voters
is the failure at officja] level
to see the contribution our
widely lauded education
makes to the present Celtic
Tiger economy and the
dpparent unwillingness to
re-invest some of the divi-
dends of this success into
our education system,

“In spite of the pre-elec-
tion hyperbole, spending on
education has increased at a
much slower pace than the
rate of increase in exchequer

receipts or the rapid growth
in the country’s GNP." he
added.

On the basis of the money
being collected through fund
raising or voluntary contrj-
butions it is clear, according
to Mr Lawlor, that there is|a
20 per cent shortfal] belweep
what schools receive fro
the state and what they nee
to meet their present runnin
CcOosts.

Mr Lawlor points out that
most recent figures show
that, in 1994, Ireland would,
because of its larger schooll
age population, have needed
to spend 75 per cent more
state funds than our EU part-
ners to provide the same ley-
el of educational resources,

“In fact we spent only one|
fifth more, thereby causing,
us to fall further behind in|
terms of the resources we
provide for our students,” he
claimed.

While praise for teachers
is welcome, Mr Lawlor said
the ASTI is concerned that a
complacency may be abroad
which assumes that teachers
will continue to deliver such
a high quality service with
increasingly threadbare
resources,
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