Bridging a century in Irish history

M Glin names Centenary Bridge in a
spirit of reconciliation and peace

NORMA PRENDIVILLE

E: normap@limerickleader.ie

THE Centenary Bridge across
the river Corbry in Glin will
remain for generations to come,
a powerful symbol of peace and
reconciliation but also a
memorial to two local men who
took part, on opposing sides, in
the the 1916 Rising.

The footbridge in the town
park was formally named the
Centenary Bridge at a commem-
oration ceremony last Monday
when memorial plagques in
honour of Constable James
O’Brien and Volunteer Eamon
Dore were also unveiled by their
relatives.

Addressing the hundreds of
men, women and children who
gathered in the Town Park for
the ceremony, John Anthony
Culhane reminded them that
2016 “belongs to everybody on
thisisland and to our friends and
families overseas regardless of
political or family background .

“In a time of reconciliation
and remembrance, we acknow-
ledge two native sons of Glin who
happened to be on opposing
sides in the conflict,” Mr Cul-
hane said.

He also recalled Michael
O’Connor from Ballyhahill, a ci-
vilian who died in the crossfire
during Easter Week and is
buried in Kilfergus cemetery.

Mr Culhane told the erowd
that Constable James O’Brien,
from Kilfergus, joined the
Dublin Metropolitan Police In
1895 and was on duty at the gate
of Dublin Castle on Easter
Monday, April 24 1916 when he
was shot by Sean Connolly, a
leader of a group of Irish Citizen
Army men and women who were
trying to seize Dublin Castle.

Eamonn Dore, from Main
Street, Glin was a young medical
student in Dublin when he
joined the Irish Volunteers.
When the Rising began, he trav-
elled back to Dublin over two
days, arriving there on Easter
Tuesday. He was a courier for
Sean MacDermott, one of the sig-
natories of the Proclamation of
Independence. He was im-
prisoned in Britain along with
hundreds of Irish Volunteers but

back Mairéad Dore, Eamon and
Nora’s daughter, who unveiled
the plaque to her late father
while Gus O'Connor unveiled the
plaque to Constable O’Brien, his
grand-uncle.

Eamon Dore’s grand-daughter
Rianach Campbell recalled her
grandfather as a very kind, very
caring and very gentle man. "It

- was all about us kids,” she said,

adding that the events of 1916
were never spoken about in a
negative or sad way.

Local garda Billy McElligott
spoke on behalf of An Garda
Siochana, and explained that
Constable O'Brien was one of
three uniformed policemen who
were killed during the Rising.

The ceremony included con-
tributions by various local
school pupils. Enya Melntrye re-
cited the poem Mise Eire while
Sean Adams recited his own
poem, also as Gaeilge, about the
Rising. Roise McIntyre read out a
section of the 1916 Proclamation
and Leo Buckley sang the song
Grace, about the marriage of
Grace Gifford and Joseph Mary
Plunkett on the eve of Plunkett’s
execution. Earlier, a dozen or so
musicians from the local Com-
haltas Ceoltéiri craobh enter-

tained the crowd in bright but
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chilly sunshine while a quartet
of young dancers danced their
reel around a square of grass.

“It is a great day for Glin,” said
Cllr John Sheahan (FG) . But he
added that it was incumbent on
all of us to take on board the
words of the Proclamation. “One
hundred years on, we still have
work to do to fulfil the words of

was later released and married-+=Pearse and his followers that

Nora Daly, herself a rebel and
sister of Ned Daly, the Limer

nobody should be alienated.

t is what'we should strive to

man executed along with ‘Coni L‘“"?"ﬂh," he said. "

Colbert and 14 other leaders

after the Rising.
And Mr Culhane welcomed

Fr Tom Crawford intoned St

Francis’ prayer for peace and
blessed the bridge in honour of
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by the two Glin men in 1916.

all those in uniform who gave
their lives and dedicated their
lives to the building of our nation.
A big price was paid by many, he
said. “We are now beneficiaries,”
he said. “Let us for ever treasure

Seén Adams, Roise nlntyre and Leo Buckley playé

Mziréad ur'-e* daughtar of Eamon Dore, and Gus 0'Connor, |
grand-nephew of Constable James 0'Brien, cutting the ribbon
on the Centenary Bridge, where plagues recall the role played
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Centenary Bridge in Glin,

the gift handed on to us. Let us be
people who work for and keep
our freedom safe. A lot of bridges
need to be built still.”

The bridge is a symbol of
crossing a divide, said artist Val

O’Shaughnessy who wrote a
poem for the occasion which she
read. “I would be a listening ear,
a compassionate heart, a
grounding presence,” it began,
finishing with the words,
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Buckley, Glin at the opening of the

“Wherever you go, be a bridge.”
The ceremony ended, teas were

served and more singing and

playing followed in the nearby

sheltered housing complex.
Editorial, page 18

1916 event
was ‘for
everyone

- mayor”

NICK RABBITTS

E: nick@limerickleader.ie

MAYOR Liam Galvin has
said the Dublin 1916
commemoration and
parade was an event “for
everyone in Ireland”.

The Fine Gael councillor
was in the capital to rep-
resent Limerick at the
event, where he joined hun-
dreds of thousands of
people in marking the
100th anniversary of the
1916 rising.

The largest military par-
ade ever staged in this
country featured a fly past
over the city centre by the
Irish Air Corps.

Mayor Galvin, who chairs
a committee focusing on
1916 memorial events loc-
ally, said: “It was one of the
most wonderful spectacles|
have seen in a long time. I
have been to Boston for its
St Patrick’s Day parade, and
it was a wonderful spec-
tacle. But I can tell you that
we here in Ireland can do
equally as good. That was an
impressive display, and it
just showed what it means
to the people.”

Limerick’s first  citizen
added: “The events of 1916
meant an awful lot to the
people of Ireland. They
came from all corners
today. I met people from the
north, - people from the
south, people from at home
who visited Dublin today. I
was wonderful to see.”

What stood out to
him was the number of vol-
untary organisations who
marched on parade, plus
the An Garda Siochana
force which was formed in
1922.

He metmany friends
from Limerick and Kerry
while he was at the parade,
including party colleague,
Deputy Patrick O'Danovan.

"People often feel the
country stops at the Red
Cow, but I am up here in
Dublin to represent the
people of the city and
county of Limerick, and I
am delighted to have the op-
portunity to do it,” he said.

The . .mayor concluded:
“Wouldn’t anyone be proud
to be Irish today looking at
the spectacle that was put
on?”




