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Fditor Alan English introduces
the final part of our series
looking at the Limerick of 1916

WELCOME to the fourth and
final part of our commemorative
series of supplements looking at
Limerick life in 1916 and
highlighting some of the stories
of local people centrally involved
in the Easter Rising.

You, our readers, have been
kind enough to let us know that
the supplements have been very

much enjoyed. Back in 1966 the
Leader marked the s50th an-
niversary of the Rising in a com-
prehensive way and I'd like to
think that this series is worthy of
the excellent work done by our
predecessors.

As 1 have already noted, the
paper initially took a dim view of
the Rising, which reflected
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that they have sparked a
healthy debate, which has been
conducted in a respectful and
mature way. As recently as 1991,
when the country marked the
75th anniversary of Easter 1916,
such mature reflection was not
nearly as evident. As a nation
have come a long way in 25
years, let alone 100.

It was good, too, to see young
people playing their part in the
commemorations. As they
grow up, they will hold dif-
fering views on these events,
but the most important thingis
that they think about them.

Thank your for joinirig us on
our journey back to 1916.

his story ran across two pages.
Times change and the Leader
has moved with them, but we
also know that some readers
would endorse — 100 years on -
the strongly critical editorial
line taken by the paper In 1916.
Whatever your opinion of the
Rising, the most important as-
pect of the commemorations is

public opinion locally at the
time. In the coverage we reprint
today, news of the execution of
Limerickman Con Colbert mer-
ited only a single paragraph at
the very bottom of a page (see
page 5 of this supplement). In
correcting initial reports that
Colbert was a Clareman, the
Leader of May 12, 1916 stated:
“He was the youngest son of Mr
Michael Colbert of Gale View,
Athea.” His death had the status
of a mere footnote. One hun-
dred years later, Colbert has a
railway station named after him
in his native Limerick and a
road in Dublin, the city where
he died. In part 3 of our series,

Left: Private Declan Keogh helped
the children of Knockea National
School to raise the national flag.
The school is attended by his son
TJ and daugher Orla. Schools all
over the city and county flew a
new tricolour with pride
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A new book by Limerick
Museum and Archives,
They Dreamed And Are
Dead, provides insights
into Limerick life at the
time of the 1916 Rising.
The following are edited
extracts from the book

A tale of two cities
In 1916, housing played a major role in
the quality of Limerick citizens’ lives.
Limerick was a tale of two cities and by
1916 many upper- and middle-class
people had moved out of the city
centre to fine houses on the North
Cireular Road, South Circular Road,
O’Connell Avenue, Corbally and Ennis
Road. While many business people
continued to live over the shop in the
city centre, some of the Georgian
houses near Arthur's Quay and
Irishtown had become tenements.

Conditions in the poorer areas of
Limerick city, where the average
number of children per family was
seven, were grim. In some homes, the
same pot was often used to cook and
wash clothes. In 1911, it was claimed
that there was nowhere in Ireland
“with worse slum dwellings than Lim-
erick or where proper houses for the
poor are more necessary . In1913, 20%
of the city’s housing stock consisted of
1,050 tenement houses, and another 15
per cent were one-room flats. |

In 1885, former Mayor William
Spillane had stated that “scarcely any
of the tenement houses have back
yards .. a great many are without
closets [toilets] ... they throw the re-
fuse out of doors ... the floors are very
bad ... earthen floors; all the base-
ments are full of holes, nothing could
be worse: roofs also are often broken.”
He described how he had seen "two
families living in a cellar with eight

people living in it’ and instances of -

where “there was no furniture at all
and people sleep on the floor”. Con-
cerning Limerick city’s high death
rate, Spillane maintained that “the

Girls from St Mary’s Girls School in Bishop Street, in 1919. Statistics for 1916 show there were 276 primary schools in Limeric

want of water and the filthy houses
must contribute largely to it” and that
“the houses there are to be seen in a
state of squalor and filth such as you
would scarcely believe”.

Nevertheless by 1916 the position in
the city was slowly improving. The
number of families living in tenements
and one-room flats had dropped from
60% in 1871 10 33% in 1911,

By 1914 Limerick Corporation and
private charitable companies had built
953 fine artisans dwellings, but this
was too little to supply the major de-

mand.
These houses were not available to

the poorest families as rents were rel-
atively high.

Women at Work

According to the 1911 census, the
female proportion of the workforce
was 29 per cent in Limerick city and
20% in County Limerick. However, the
number of women in the workforce
was underestimated as women
working at home were often not
included. Many women were badly
paid. Their wages were only half those
of a male wage labourer and only
around one sixth of a skilled male
worker. By far the biggest category of
working women were domestic
servants. Without electricity, running
water and modern appliances,
housework took a great deal of time
and effort and many ordinary farms

LIMERICK IN 5 SN - " =
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and household had domestic servants.

In 1916 some Limerick women were
very successful business people.
Madge Daly managed the Daly family
bakery for many years and also built
up a large property portfolio all over
Limerick. Florence Vere O’Brien and
Maude Kearney ran thriving Limerick
lace making enterprises.

Women in the religious life were
also powerful and influential, as
school principals, hospital matrons
and philanthropists.

Limerick-born Sister Paul Quinlan
the founding principal of Mary Im-
maculate College, had established the
college in 1898 and was still running it
in 1916.

w5 &m ?m 1 by
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k, 75 of which were girls' schools, 104 for boys and 97 mixed PICTURE COURTESY OF SHARON SLATER

The rise of literacy

In 1916, the national school system had
been providing free education to all
primary school children since 1831 and
had an impressive record. National
literacy levels rose from 33 per cent in
1851 to 84 per cent in 1911. In 1911, 93
per cent of Limerick people could read
and write. An increasingly confident
educated population became involved
in nationalist organisations such as
the GAA, Gaelic League, Irish
Volunteers and Cumann na mBan.

Primary schools
In 1916, there were 276 primary
schools in Limerick with 104 boys’
schools, 75 girls’ schools and 97
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mixed. Mixed schools usually had sep-
arate playgrounds, one each for boys
and girls. Ned Daly attended Leamy’s
on Hartstonge Street where he
learned bookkeeping. The school had
an enrolment figure of 520, but at-
tendance was poor as an average of
410 were generally present on a daily
basis.

Teachers were poorly paid and in
winter, schools were often cold, with
large rooms heated by an open fire
near the teacher’s desk. Toilets were
outdoors, discipline was strict and
corperal punishment common. Sub-
jects taught included English, History,
Geography and Science. Irish had been
recently added to the curriculum as a

e — —
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ity. Road surfaces in 1916 were soft limestone chip which turned to mud of dust, depending n

q

i

“*  LIMERICK IN 1916

the weather conditions of the day. On wetter days, they were described as ‘rivers of slimy mud' PICTURE COURTESY OF LIMERICK ARCHIVES

result of a campaign led by the Gaelic
League. In 1916, most Limerick children
left school around the age of fourteen to
get a job and support their families.

The Murder Machine

There were 16 secondary schools in Lim-
erick city and county. Only four of these
had both male and female pupils, of
which Villiers School, run by the Church
of Ireland, was the largest. '

The school curriculum was dominated
by the annual state examinations as res-
ults determined the amount of grant aid
paid to each school. Greek, Latin, math-
ematics, history and geography were
seen as the essential subjects for profes-

sional jobs, while science and technical
subjects were regarded as inferior.

Padraig Pearse, an educationalist as well
as a political activist, described Irish sec-
ondary education as “the Murder Ma-
chine”, He said that it was “a lifeless thing
without a soul” which treated education
like “some sort of manufacturing process”.
The Christian Brothers played a major role
in promoting nationalism among their pu-
pils. In Limerick city, Sexton Street CBS,
which was both a national and secondary
school, was the most popular school with
as many as 2,000 students enrolled.
Among its past pupils were John and Ned
Daly while Con Colbert, Sean Heuston and
Eamon de Valera all attended CBS Schools.

Other important secondary schools were
Laurel Hill, run by the Faithful Compan-
ions of Jesus (FCJ) nuns and Mungret Col-
lege run by the Jesuits.

Limerick was a pioneer in technical
education as its Municipal Technical Insti-
tute was one of the oldest in the country,
having opened in 1893. By 1916 it was
housed in a magnificent red brick building
on O’Connell Avenue. However, ‘the Tech’
was not popular with middle-class fam-
ilies who avoided sending their children
there. The Limerick School of Art and
Design was established in 1852 and since
1911 was housed in the Municipal Tech-
nical Institute. _

Less than 5% of children progressed to

secondary education. Nearly all secondary
schools were fee-paying. Eamon de Valera
walked 15 miles a day from Bruree to the
CBS school in Charleville before winning a
scholarship to the elite Blackrock College.

Monster houses

In Limerick city, large department stores
known as ‘monster houses’ such as
Todd’s, McBirney’s and Cannock’s em-
ployed hundreds of people and many of
the staff lived in-house under the strict
supervision of their managers. Most
shopkeepers had young apprentices who
received on the job training for seven
years and received a small annual wage of

; around £10.

Shopkeepers were the backbone of
Limerick city and every town in the
county. Many lived over their premises
often with their staff and apprentices. On
the eve of the Easter Rising in 1916 the
centre of Limerick city and towns and vil-
lages looked similar to today. By 1850, the
main streets of Adare, Rathkeale, Newcas-

~ tlewest and Abbeyfeale had all taken on

their current appearance.

Mud or dust

Street and road surfaces were poor as tar-
macadaming was not to be introduced in
Limerick until the 1920s. The road sur-
face used in 1916 was soft limestone chip
which quickly turned to mud or dust, de-
pending on the weather conditions.
“During the winter months, our city thor-
oughfares are practically rivers of slimy
mud ... while in summer they are in an al-
most equally objectionable state by
reason of the blinding suffocating dust
which they are covered.”

Rising Hemlines

In 1916, hemlines were rising - the most
radical change in women’s fashions for
over 2,500 years. Because so many men
had joined the armed forces, more
women were working in factories, banks
and post offices, as firefighters and as bus
conductors and they needed to wear more
practical clothes. Corsets were less re-
strictive and skirts were calf-length and
narrow, often worn with a matching coat.
Lace went completely out of fashion, with
serious consequences for the Limerick
lace industry. Hair was worn pinned up.
Hats had shrunk from their Edwardian

splendour.
Extracted from They Dreamed And Are

. Dead, by Dr Matthew Potter, William O’Neill

and Brian Hodkinson. Edited by Jacqui
Hayes and published by Limerick Museum
and Archives, it is in local bookshops now.

LIMERICK LEADER 3

Leader news items from 1916

Rathkeale doctor courtmartial trial

questoned at the House of Commons

JULY 14, 1916: Replying to a question in the House of Com-
mons regarding the trial, in connection with the recent insur-
rection, of Dr Richard Hayes, who is a native of Rathkeale, being
a member of a most intellectual family in that town, Mr Forster
told Mr Ginnell that the procedure in the case was in no way
different from that adopted at the trail of other prisoners tried

by Field General Courtmartial. He was found guilty on evidence
that his actions were solely confined to giving professional aid.

Local hurler awarded bravery accolade
for rescuing child in 20 feet of water

JULY 21, 1916: The monthly list of awards for bravery issued
last night by the Rotal Humane Society shows that a testimonial
and £1 have been granted to Mr Timothy 0'Brien, Carey's Road,
Limerick, for rescuing a boy from 20 feet of water in a local
quarry on June 18. This award is thoroughly well deserved, for
Mr 0'Brien, who is a well-known and deservedly popular
member of the Young Ireland Hurling Club, displayed most com-
mendable pluck and heroism on the occasion.

Postman, aged 26, is drowned in the
city after getting beyond his depth

JULY 26, 1916: Michael E Carney, a young man who had been
attached to the Limerick Post Office for the past 12 months as a
postman, was accidentally drowned on Monday evening while
bathing in the Shannon at the Metal Bridge. Carney was unable
to swim, and getting beyond his depth he was drowned before

assistance could reach him. He was aged 26.

Limerick city does ‘remarkably well' in
contributing to the National Aid Fund

JULY 12, 1916: Limerick City, like so many other parts of Ire-
land, has so far done remarkably well in the matter of contrib-
uting to the National Aid Fund. Up to the present something like
£300 has been forwarded to headquarters and of course much

more will likely follow.

Return of the potato blight?

JULY 21, 1916: It is said that a slight trace of the potato blight
has already made its appearance in a few districts in West Lim-
erick. If this is the case, it further emphasises the need for

thorough and efficient spraying.

Street sweeping a persistant nuisance

JULY 26, 1916: It would appear as if nothing else than a pro-
secution under the Public Health Act will compel the Limerick

County Council to desist from their practice of having the
dust swept off the streets at Abbeyfeale and driven in clouds
into the houses of the traders and the faces of the people on
the streets. A watering cart is necessary, or the earlier
sweeping of the streets. :

SHANNON FURNITURE w
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Life goes on in Limerick, as Connolly is executed

Grainne Keays on the content of the
Leader, above, published on the day two
prominent 1916 Rising leaders were shot

ON the day this edition of the
Limerick Leader reproduced
“above was published - May 12,
1916 — Sean Mac Diarmada and
James Connolly were executed
by firing squad at Kilmainham.
The editorial on the page op-
posite makes for interesting
reading, It reproduces in full the
manifesto adopted by the Irish
Parliamentary Party (IPP) three
days earlier on May 9. The Leader
unequivocally supports the

stance of the IPP, equating con-
stitutionalism with success
while insurrection is deemed fu-
tile and disastrous. The paper
condemns the lukewarm and in
some cases wavering support re-
ceived by John Redmond and the
IPP and suggests that Limerick
offered the IPP its own share
fair-weather friendship. The
paper does, however, acknow-
ledge that however misguided
the 1916 rebels were “sincere and

honest” in their convictions.

There is also a lengthy report
from the House of Commons de-
bate on the Rising from the pre-
vious day, May 11. The first
indication in the Limerick
Leader of just how badly the
British under General Maxwell
had misjudged the situation by
executing the rebel leaders,
comes from these exchanges and
in particular from the astute
and, as it turned out prescient
observations of John Dillon, MP,
who pointed out that the execu-
tions were a severe provocation
to an Irish public which had
been previously antipathetic to
the rebellion.

The executions that elicited
the greatest resentment seem to
have been those of the already
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terminally-ill, Joseph Mary
Plunkett, the wounded James
Connolly - who had to be
propped up to be shot - and
Willie Pearse whose greatest of-
fence seems to have been being
the brother of Patrick Pearse.

“The Government,” Dillon
said, “were doing everything
conceivable to madden the Irish
people, and to spread insurrec-
tion, perhaps not insurrection
but disaffection and bitterness
throughout the county. ... The
Government were letting loose a
river of blood between the two
races, which after three hundred
years of strife they [the IPP] had
nearly succeed in bring to-
gether.”

Clearly some of his chagrin
was directed at the government

because its activities under-
mined his and his party’s work.
Nevertheless, Dillon demanded
that the executions stop and he
is credited in some quarters with
bringing an end to the execu-
tions. Only Roger Casement was
executed after this date, hanged
at Pentonville in England on Au-
gust 3.

Also calling for an end to the
executions was Croom District
Council, adopting the stance
that the majority of the rebels
were “gulled into this reckless
movement”.

The executions had stopped
but the British were too late; the
Irish people had turned.

The paper reports with not-
able economy on the execution
of Con Colbert. Just a few short
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lines, which can be read at the
bottom of the first column in the
page opposite, stated his lineage
and corrected earlier informa-
tion that he was from Clare. The
snippet reported that he was 22
when he died; he was 27.

The situation in Limerick also
received some close attention. It
was reported that 28 men with
connections to Sinn Féin were
rounded up and held firstly at
the Ordnance Barracks on Mul-
grave Street (later Morgan
MeMahon's shop and Costelloe’s
Yard) and subsequently moved to
the County Jail (now Limerick
Prison, also on Mulgrave Street).

World War 1 continued un-
abated during this period and
was reported on as usual.

Meanwhile, based on the evid-
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ence from the Leader, aside
from the cancellation of the
Rathkeale Races_and the post-
ponement of the Thomond
Feis, life and trade in Limerick
continued largely as normal.

Trade was brisk at the
various marts, rents were being
reduced in Newcastle West
while the courts seemed to be
preoccupied with dairy fraud
_during that week. In the days
"before we all started to pay
premium prices for low-fat
products, one unfortunate gen-
tleman was fined 40s for selling
milk “deprived of 53 per cent of
its fat” while another had con-
trived. to sell butter that was
20% water and was duly fined
also. Some things change and
some things never do.
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B Tom McInerney, survivor in a fatal 1916
crash, on the fellow Limerickman who died

In the article taken from the Lim-
eriek Leader archive, the writer
describes a dramatic day in 1916
when three men lost their lives, in-
cluding West Limerickman Donal
Sheehan.

A CAR took a wrong turning on
the night of Holy Thursday 1916,
and, in the darkness, went off
Ballykissane Pier near Killorglin.

Of the four men in the car, only
me, Tom Mclnerney from Lim-

erick city, survived. The others
were James Monahan of Dublin,
Con Keating of Cahersiveen and
Donal Sheehan of the parish of
Monagea, West Limerick.
Sheehan was not known to the
loeals in Kerry and after his body
was recovered from the Laune
River, he was given a stranger’s
burialin the local cemetery amid

great sorrow.
It was to be a considerable

time before the full story and its
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' Donal Sheehan: first Limerick victim of uprising

futility was to become known.
Donal Sheehan had had an or-
dinary upbringing. He was born
at Ballintubrid, just off the main
Limerick-Killarney road a mile
and a half west of Newcastle
West. Educated locally, he suc-
ceeded in the Civil Service exam-
inations and after a period as a
bookkeeper in London, returned
to Ireland to avoid conscription
when the Great War broke out.
He worked in Geary's biscuit
factory, beside where Limerick
City Hall stands today. He had
taught himself Irish from an
early age and had been active in
Conradh na Gaeilge in London

also upon his return home. But,
unknown to most, he had also
become a volunteer, and rose to
the rank of captain under Joseph
Plunkett.

It was in that capacity that he
had received orders from.the
Military Council in Dublin to go
to seize the radio equipment
from the School of Wireless at
Cahirsiveen and bring it to
Tralee Bay with the intention of
contacting the German sub-
marine, Aud, bearing the arms
which Roger Casement had as-
sembled in Germany, and which
guns were to become the main
stay of the rebellion planned for
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Easter Monday. But the four-
man detail never got to the
Cahirsiveen wireless establish-
‘ment and, it later transpired,
even if it had it would have been
of no use because the Aud did
not itself have any radio equip-
ment aboard. But the fact re-
mains that those three men,
Monahan, Keating and Sheehan
-were the first to die on active
service in what was to be the
Easter rebellion of 1916.

In 1966, a plaque was erected
at Monaghea church, where
Sheehan was baptised but this
Easter Sunday a far more ac-
cessible monument was un-
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veiled near his home place,
beside the Killarney Pole on the
verge of the N21. Arranged by
Newcastle West Old IRA associ-
ation, the simple limestone me-
morial was unveiled by the
chairman, Mike Dwane of Feo-
hanagh, in the unavoidable ab-
sence through indisposition of
Sheehan’s niece Catherine Mc-
Cashen. The oration was given
by Tim Mulcahy, Monagea and
the blessing was performed by
Fr Patrick Costello.

A wreath was laid by Mary Mc-
Carthy, PRO of the association,

and journals were presented by
Frank Bouchier Hayes, sec-
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retary of Newcastle West Histor-
ical Society.

The lament Marbha Luimnu-
ighe was played by piper Seamus
Hunt, followed by the National
Anthem.

Donal Sheehan was not yet 30
when he lost his life on active
service on the night of April
20/21, 1916.

He had been a quiet man, tall
and sandy-haired. In the convul-
sions of the events of Easter
week and of the War of Inde-
pendence which it precipitated,
his death went largely unrecog-
nised until the full facts came to
light in the passage of time.
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Fintan Walsh speaks to Mairéad |

Dore, 88, who fondly recalls
father Eamon Dore's efforts

ner
in the

Rising and his life after 1916

“«ff HE hadn’t escaped
through Moore Street, I
wouldn't be here.”

Mairéad Dore, 88, rests
on her living room chair in
her home on the North Cir-
cular Road, admiring the
words that her father,
famon T Dore, wrote for
the ‘Limerick Chronicle in

1966, when he recounted

the events surrounding the
1916 Rising.

Mairead lives in the
house with her sister Nora,
93, FBamonm’'s  eldest
daughter. All around the
room, on wooden panel
walls, is an assortment of
artwork that KEamon col-
lected after his years of
freedom fighting. Above the
fireplace is a large portrait
of her uncle, Commandant
Edward Daly, and resting
on a shelf across from heris
a pencil sketch of C’s close
friend, Eamon De Valera.

Famon Dore was one of
the youngest ever recruits
in the Irish Republican
Brotherhood, in 1912. He

was then just 16, and he be-

came an active member of
the Irish Volunteers in
1916.

Born in Glin in 1896, Dore
acted as Sean MacDiar-
mada's confidante in the
lead-up to the Rising and
was by his side at the GPO,
during the rebellion on
Easter Monday. However,
his commander ordered
him to escape through
Moore Street so that he
could return to his family.

During his  escape,
Mairéad told the Limerick
Leader, the man next to
him — Michael O’'Rahilly,

known as ‘The O’'Rahilly’ —
was shot and bled to death.
Though Eamon made a
lucky escape, he was ar-
rested and brought to
Frongach internment
camp, in Wales, for nine
months, where he con-
tinued to work on IRB busi-
ness with Michael Collins
and his comrades.

His time in prison,
Mairéad said, left him with
one working lung.

“The conditions at the
camp were so bad. It was
very unhealthy. There were
too many of them there, and
it was a jail that had been
condemned for ordinary
prisoners. It was empty, SO
they were sent there. A lot
of them came out in very
bad health,” she explained.

Mairead said that Eamon,
who died in 1972, often
fondly remembered the
Rising for two reasons; his
fight for freedom, and the
moment he met his wife-to-
be — Nora Daly.

The two met during their
travels to Dublin, as she
was, too, a messenger for
the Volunteers, as a key
figure in Cumann na mBan.
After the Rising, the couple
continued their relation-
ship, and she visited him at
his sister’s home in Shan-
agolden during his time of
convalescence. They mar-
ried in 1918.

Due to his illness, Eamon
retired from fighting and
retreated into private life,
like the Daly family, who
were left heartbroken after
the execution of in-law
Thomas Clarke and brother
Ned Daly, and the death

.

of uncle, John Daly.

“They were left with a
family of all women and no
men,” Mairéad said. Ed-
ward Daly Senior died be-
fore the only Daly son was
born, following the 1867
Fenian Rising.

However, in the back-
ground, until1921, Dore had
arranged, with leading Vo-
lunteer Diarmuid O'Heg-
arty, a secret service in Lim-
erick, where they “collected
and forwarded intelligence
reports and instructions to
and from General Head-
quarters and Limerick”.

Eamon Dore in the late 1960s, at the 1916
the Glucksman Library at the University 0
Hunt Museum this Thursday, March 31. Eamon

For the remainder of his
days, he ran the Daly bakery
on William Street with his
wife, which she said “suited
him perfectly”, as he
quickly became a public
figure in the city.

“e never grumbled
about not being able to con-
tinue. But alot of people vis-
ited him, and he was such a
great talker. He loved
people. It was a great
meeting place for him, as he
was a very popular person.”

She said he was “not a
fan” of Michael Collins. This
is evident in his Statement

Memorial on Sarsfield Bridge. ié
f Limerick, entitled Limerick and the 1916 Rising,
fought at the GPO in 1916 but lived to tell the tale PICTURE: MICHAEL COWHEY

T el

-il 1 .-.
L4 ey

e b

1916 r:nel

is

Collins
L blamed ,’
me for using my
influence
against him.

Eamon Dore, Easter 1916

~ Volunteer, from the North
Circular Road, in his Statement of

Witness, written in 1950

part of the exhibition by
which will open at the
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of Witness, in 1950, when he
and his fellow comrades ad-
monished Collins  for
swearing in “an unsuitable”
IRB member, at the intern-
ment camp, when he was
deemed to be a “newcomer”
in the Irish organisation.
When the Rising took
place, the IRB and its consti-
tution had been quenched,
but could be reignited if it
had been required. However,
Dore wrote: “Obviously,
nothing like this should be
done by a small caucus, and
this was why Collins was rep-
rimanded for his precipitate

—d

Ly g ... 1 E w o i : S =
S : g ke, Wy .
e - ." ; 5 R 1 ! = e
A 3 - . { p: i /]
L e . t Larfi 2,
o 5 ) # ! : 1 . _ - -:"E i 1 .'l r_f {‘ .i‘_ | % rF -1 i M -
. ] :' Bl g : R |

father, Eamon T Dore, which was

S g i

3'H LR

e .
[ SRR e

ES

action”. Collins then “blamed
me [Dore] for using my influ-
ence against him. I believe it
was because of this that I was
not invited to attend another
meeting in Frongoth at which
Collins, Dick Murphy and
Frank  Shouldice  were
present amongst others”.
After he gave up the rebel
life, Eamon kept his close ties
with old friends, including
famon De Valera, who used
to socialise with the Daly
family in later years. ,
“He was very friendly with
De Valera. When Dev would
get bored in the Aras, he
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Top: Mairéad Dore, 88, of North Circular Road, with an article by her
published in the Limerick Chronicle on

May 21, 1966. Above: the Daly Bakery on William Street that Eamon ran

would ring him, and they
would go through the whole
of it [the Rising] again. They
would spend the whole night
on it.” she laughed.

When asked why her
father, given his influence in
Limerick city, never became
a public representative,
Mairéad replied: “De Valera
always asked my father to
run for the locals and the
general elections for the
Fianna Fail party, but he
wasn't interested.”

He would, she says with
evident pride, have been “a
great contender”.
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The front page of the Monday edition of the Limerick Leader on May 28, 1956, featuring the unveiling of the Sarsfield Bridge memorial and an article about Limerickman Edward Daly

Monumental commemoration in ’56

In 1956, the Leader recalled Edward Daly's
influence after the country's first memorial
to 1916 was unveiled. By Fintan Walsh

Sarsfield Bridge. Among other
notables, the event was attended
by the mayor, Alderman GE (Ted)
Russell, 360 members of the Old

ON THE 4oth anniversary of the
Easter Rising, the Limerick
Leader commemorated the
insurrection with two front page

articles — one on the unveiling of
Ireland’s first 1916 memorial, the
other a first-hand account of
Limerickman Edward Daly’s
command of the Four Courts and
his subsequent execution.

On May 28, 1956, the Leader
gave an extensive account of the
day when thousands watched the
unveiling of the 1916 Memorial at

IRA, Boer War participants and a
large number of relatives of Ed-
ward Daly, Con Colbert and
Thomas Clarke.

After a parade through the city,
led by local pipe and fife bands,
Cumann na mBan stalwart Leslie
de Barra, who was stationed at
the GPO,
bronze statues on limestone.

launched the three

“The teachings of those men
and their example will, with
God’s help, guide the people to
complete the task for which they
so nobly died. Surely, their ob-
jective of an Ireland free from
shore to shore, every county and
every blade of grass, shall remain
our objective and never will a 26-
county Republic be accepted asa
fine settlement,” she said.

Irish Volunteer and Easter
Rising veteran, Eamon Dore,
who was also honorary secretary
of the commemoration com-
mittee, read the Proclamation
after the speech. Five thousand
pounds was raised to see the pro-
ject come to life after it was first
proposed in 1931.

A fascinating article written by
a Charles 5 Bevan, who fought
next to executed Daly in 1916, was
also given a prominent position
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This picture was taken on the day
the Sarsfield Bridge 1916 Memorial,
was unveiled - on May 27, 1958

on the front page. In his thorough
first-hand account, Bevan de-
scribed the surrender on Sat-
urday, April 29, when Daly

ordered men to hand over all
arms, despite the Volunteers'
protests.

Bevan detailed Daly’s final mo-
ments at Richmond Barracks,

. where — before his execution —

he shook every soldier’s hand and
gave them the final salute.

“People of Limerick,” he wrote,
“you claim Ned Daly as one of
your bravest sons. That is your
right, but you must be content to
share him with the survivors of
his Battalion. You have this beau-
tiful memorial to remind you of
him. We need no memorial, for he
is enshrined in our hearts.

“Remember, he was our Com-
mandant, our friend, our idol: he
was our ‘Ned’, and we remember
him always.

“For myself, 1 will remember
him as I last him; at the salute - a
soldier to the end.”

LIMERICK LEADER 1

Leader news items from 1916

Striking tribute of respect’ paid at the
funeral of Fenian leader John Daly

JULY 3, 1916: The remains of the late Mr John Daly, the well-
known Limerick Fenian, whose death on Friday last caused
such widespread regret, were laid to rest in Mount St
Lawrence cemetery yesterday. The funeral, which started at
Ipm from Barrington Street, where the deceased resided,
was of immense proportions and of most representative
character. The mournful procession included people of every
class and all shades of national and political belief and was in
every sense a striking tribute of respect to the memory of
one who was a sincere and genuine Irish patriot to the finger
tips.The Corporation and the Fire Brigade attended in State.

West Limerick tragedy as Athea
farmer is killed during excavation

JULY 3, 1916: Mr Patrick Ahern, a farmer, residing at
Dereen, Athea was accidentally killed on Tuesday while en-
gaged with his son excavating building material in his own
quarry. A portion of the embankment gave way, and when
Ahern's body was rescued from the excavation he was found
to be beyond human aid, and died immediately. The greatest
sympathy is felt throughout the district for the bereeaved
wife and family of the deceased in their great affliction. The
interment took place on Thursday at Templeathea, and the
cortege which accompanied the remains from the parish
church to the last resting place was ample testimony to

the esteem in which the decased was held in the district.

City man sentenced to six months in
prison for stealing coat while drunk

JULY 7, 1916: At the City Petty Sessions today, a city man
named Edward O'Dwyer was charged with the larceny of an
overcoat on the 1st July, the property of a young man named
Rochford, from Cratloe, County Clare. It appeared from the
evidence that Rochford had the coat on the car outside
Harris' in William Street; he saw the defendant catch the coat
and told him leave it there; witness went into Harris', and
when he came out the coat was missing. The defendant
pleaded not guilty at first, but subsequently said that he might
have taken the coat as “he was drunk”. The magistrates sen-
tenced him to six months' imprisonment. Previous convictions
were recorded against him.

Man and woman who saved distressed

boy in river deserving of every credit

JULY 12, 1916: Mrs Mary Honan, Sir Harry's Mall, per-
formed an act of conspicuous bravery some evenings ago.
Seeing a little boy in distress in the water she pluckily jumped
from the battlement of Lock Quay, near Baal's Bridge, to save
his life. The tide was full high at the time, and she kept him
afloat until further assistance came. She deserves every
credit for her heroic action, which certainly merits some re-
cognition. On the same occasion, Mr James McInerney,
Corbally, displayed heroic bravery by immediately plunging in
to the assistance of those in the water.
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