www.imerickleader.ie Manday, August 11, 20

Face g

I FILM: LIMERICK'S DALY FAMILY TO FEATURE IN FIRST MOTION PICTURE ON EASTER RISING 1916

Terrible beauty born on screen

MIKE DWANE
mike.dwane@limerickizaders
@hmerick_feadar

A MOVIE telling the story of
the Easter Rising-and fo-
cused on Sean Mac Diarmada
inparticular - is due to hit

the big screenintimeforthe
100thanniversary in 2016.

And producer/director Kevin
MeCann said Limerick’s Da-
ly family will feature promi-
nently.

Ned Daly, at 25, was the
youngest of the rebels to be
executed and his sister Kath-
leen, a freewoman of Lim-
erick, was married to Tom
Clarke, one of the seven sig-
natories of the 1916 Procla-
mation.

“MNed Daly will be fea-

Ned Daly was only 25 when ex-
ecuted after the Rising

tured and also (the old Lim-
erick Fenian) John Daly. The
Dalys are an extremely im-
portant family in 1916. Da-
ly’s influence on Tom Clarke
was hugely significant. The
Dalysarecentralto 1916 asis
Limerick. There were 2,000

Sean Mac Diarmada : ‘The mind of
the revolution'
British troops in Limerick
that week,” said Mr MeCann.
There may also be small-
errolesfor ConColbert, from
Athea, and Sean Heuston,
who worked as a rail clerk in
Limerick, in the movie.
Mr McCann, from Cavan,

Con Colbert, Athea, was another
Limerick man executedin 1916
15 an award-winning docu-
mentary maker and The Ris-
ing, whichisthe workingtitle
ofthe 1916 movie, has a budg-
et of $6 million,

It is looking for the sup-
port of the Irish Film Board,
having already secured back-

ingfromitsequivalentinthe
north, Northern Ireland
Screen.

Mr McCann spent a
number of months raising
funds from private sourcesin
the United States and those
interested in bringing the
story of1916 tothe big screen
can also make donations on-
line at www.therising.ie.

Actors being mentioned
as potential rebel leaders in-
clude John Hurt, Brendan

Gleeson and Shia LaBeouf

but easting will not be final-
ised until next month.

While Connolly and
Pearse's surviving writings
have ensured they are the
best remembered of the lead-
ers, Mac Diarmadaisalesser
known figure.

Mr McCann himself ad-
mitted to knowinglittle of the

Leitrim man, despite coming
from aneighbouring county,

“Pearse and Connolly,
rightfully, are remembered
asvery important leaders of
the Rising but if I was to take
for example the words of Li-
am Gaynor, avolunteer from
Limerick, he deseribed Sean
Mac Diarmada as‘the mind of
the revolution’,” said Mr Mec-
Cann.

“The main idea is to pro-
duee awork that tellsthe sto-
ryof 1916 in a motion picture
for the first time, something
we canall be informed by - all
of us on the island north and
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