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More About The Earls Of

Desmond

SECOND INSTALMENT OF SPECIAL
' ARTICLE

|
&

ELOW we give the second instalment of the special
article on the Geraldines of West Limerick. It gives
further interesting details about the Earls of Desmond.

OF WEST

|
T

Gaelic population hd was like an
Irish “RL” to whom as a great
prince of an accepted stock they
gave generous obedience. In de-
flance of the Statues of Kilkenny he
granted portions of the earldom to
Irish chiefs; thug hi planted an
O'Brien in the grdat castle and lord-
ship of Carrigogunnel), on the Shan-
non. The ruling race of Thomond
were his' allies, for he had been
fostered among the O'Brien's, and
in the south-west McCarthy More
was (rue to the Vassalage which the
head of the race hag admitted in
1395, even if McCarthy Reagh was
hostile.

The fame of the Earl reached
even to Florence, where the Secre-
tary of State to the Republic 4n
1440 wrote him a flattering letter,
congratulating him on being of
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here is the continuation:—

N 1562, some years after Elizabeth
ascended the throne of England,

the then Earl of Desmond. He was
summoened to London in that year
and he promised to pay the Queen
her fepdal dues and "to suppress
Brehoti law and the poets, ‘‘who, by
their ditties and rhymes in com-
mendation of  extortions, rebellion,
rape and ravin, do encourage lords
and géntlemen." But Gerald either
was unable or unwilling to Carry
out his promises, and literature
continued to flourish, because the
lury presentments of 1584 show that
seventy-two  chroniclers, rhymers
and harpers occupied land in the
escheated territory of thé Des-
monds,

The tradition of music, song and
dance has lasted in West Limerick

cally every parish has its Bard, and
the people retain the liveliest inter-
eat in their effusions. It+ig a great
temptation to follow the fortunes
and deberibe the lives and poetry of
some of these West Limerick bards.
Most of them were poor and lived
in straitened circumstances, But In
all of them the divine spark flared,
and tk]elr poetry is of a very high
order.
“SPIRITED AWAY"

But ite return to Gearoide, Tarla,
In thd year 1398 he was resilling in
Neweastle,  and one summer's

eévening he went for a walk in the
demesne,

and he ne
iate search wasg made, but neither

found. The Irish, who

the silver shoes of the Earl's
are wornyout on the ri
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The artjcle is'from the pen of our brilliant contributor,
“Orjay.” The opening portion appeared last week and

she attempted to win over Gerald, h

down to the present day. Practi-,

trace nor tidings of him was ever NC
loved him, than Thomas Moore'a:

THE FIFTH EARL.
The next Earl of Desmond whao
ad assoctations with Newcastle
was Thomas, the Fifth Earl, some
times called “the love lost,” and
sometimes the * Discrowned Earl”
His father, John, the Fouith Earl,

who was a son of Gearoide Iarla.[

was drowned at Ardfinnane in 1399,
Thomas was a spirited, hotheaded,
adventurous young man, and on
coming of age in 1411, his first act
was to raise seven hundred pounds
and go to England where he en-
joyed himself at the Court for
several years. He returned to Ire-
Iand in the year 1414 and settled
down at Newcastle. One day while
hunting in the fastnesses about
Abbeyfeale he got separated from
his companions, loat his way and
was overtaken by the darkness. He
saw a light and found himself in a
humble cottage, where he got food

Florentine stock,

of the .ancient

family of the Gherardini, so that

the Florehtines

themselves could

rejoice that through him they bore
sway even in Ireland, the most re-
mote laland in the world !

FUORFEITED NEARLY 500,000

ACRES,

When the Desmond power fell
with a erash in 1583, it was written:
“The Barl of Desmiond grew into
the greatest estaté, power and
riches of any subjéct perhaps in
the world, which is manifest by
this, that at his attainder he for-
feited near 500,000 acres of land and
had not less than twenty great
houses and castles big enough for
the residence of a prince.”

James had a great love for
building and with the wealth at his
command was able to indulge his
passion. The principal buildings in
Newcastle and Askeaton owe their
origin to him. In Newcastle he
repaired and renovated the
existing bulldings and he erected
the aplendid “Hallamore,” cele-
brated as the flnest hall of
ita kind in all Ireland, He also
erected the famous Desmond Hall
with Its massive vaulted basement.

and shelter for the night, Here he

fell in love with Catherine MeCor- |

mage, the fair daughter of the cwner
of " the cottage, and
married her. The madrriage
opposed by his followers, led by his
unecle, James, an ambitious maz
and poor Thomas was eventuaily
driven from his
his possessions.
signed his riphts before Lord
Ormond at Callan in 1418, and re-
tired with his beloved Catherineto
Rouen where he died within a few

He was unaccompanied, Years.
ver returned. An immed-'

MOORE'S POEM,

The lovers Inspired many a poem,
me more feeling or more popular

steed Knight or Fitzgibbon at Kilmallock.
pples of the James founded the important family
only  then, after of the Fitzgerald

of the Decies
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was ihoauu ful of

|Newcastle, and died there,

In Askeaton, he bullt the great
Keep round the casfle, the lovely
Hall, and he founded and bullt the
Franciscan Abbey, one of the most
its kind, He spent his
yvears in  his beloved
In the
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