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DUMONT DE BOSTAQUET'S
ACCOUNT OF THE SIEGE OF
LIMERICK, 1690.

After five days’ march we encamped
five miles from Limerick. At midnight
the following day, the king sent a large
detachment of cavalry under Lord
Portland"” to:reconnoitre the area. I was
ordered to take part and we came within
sight of Limerick at sunrise.. We
identified the place. There was a slight
skirmish and the enemy, although
numerous, made no effort to attack us,
nor to harass us as we withdrew. They
sent out some cavalry under cover of the
town’s cannon and when their curiosity
was satisfied, they withdrew. We asked
M. Scravenmore'™ for his opinion. He
told us with an cath that he would have
preferred to have spent the morning in
bed and that ammunition was needed to
chase the rogues.

We came upon the king and the
whole court who had come out to meet
us. He had taken the precaution of
sending the infantry to support us but
we- did not need them. The king was
convinced that his appearance at the
place would secure its automatic
surrender. This was thought to be
Portland’s advice. However, we lacked
heavy guns and the enemy seemed to us
to be too proud to be so accommodating.
The more perceptive. took the view that
we should wait until the ammunition,
which was being sent down from Dublin,
arrived. The first view prevailed: the
weak resistance of the enemy at the
Boyne and the retreat of the French
under the comte de Lauzun"® gave rise
to the opinion that the garrison which
was made up only of Irishmen, although
numerous, would not endure a siege any
more than Wexford, Waterford and
Duncannon, which had all surrendered
to M. d’Espinguen® without firing a
shot. Consequently, without taking
further precautions, we marched towards
Limerick. :

From the time of our encampment the
enemy had set fire to: all the castles and
even to the smaller houses which were
situated on our route to Limerick. The
sight filled us with horror as it was a
beautiful area inhabited by large
numbers of nobility. We arrived in good
time. The enemy had sent out infantry to
defend the approaches, but they put up
very little resistance, and our infantry
and dragoons chased them back to their
fortifications. The camps were marked
out and each of us took up our positions.
The king summoned M. Boisseleau, the
governor, and requested his surrender.
This Frenchman, who wanted to
establish his reputation at the expense of
the Irish, replied that ‘he considered
himself greatly honoured to be-besieged
by such an important prince and that he
wished to stage a resistance that would
bring him the glory for which he hoped’.
To convince us of his determination, he
fired a number of cannon shots in our
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direction. This did not prevent us from
establishing camp. As night fell we
worked on the approaches and set up
our cannon to reply to the enemy’s and
give the impression that we were well-
supplied.

After two days, the trenches were
opened. The enemy made a sortie and
lost some of their best officers, We made
them retreat without incurring any
significant losses on our side. But the
marquis de Cagny was struck by a
musket shot and died three days later. He
was sadly missed by the army and I was
sorely grieved. I had gone to see him
twice; he was a good friend. Since the
death of our general [Marshal Schom-
berg], who held him in high esteem, he
had been very depressed. He died with
the fortitude and resignation of a good
Christian. He was a gentleman of great
merit and exemplary piety who had
suffered greatly in France for his religion.

While we awaited the arrival of our
[siege] cannon we could achieve little
beyond a few sporadic attacks. The
enemy were content to let us sleep 4 la
frangaise, with the result that there was
little firing from either side. However, the
cannon caused some disturbance from
time to time: even the king was obliged
to move camp when a bullet pierced the
tent of MM. Louvigny and Gendro(?)
which was near his.

The enemy, who had a considerable

" force on the other side of the Shannon,

did not sleep. They sent out Sarsfield
who crossed the river and marched to
intercept our [siege] cannon, of which an
Irish Protestant came to inform the king.
Count Schomberg® was of the opinion
that we should send a brigade of our
cavalry in pursuit. Portland made
nonsense of this view and tried to show
that it was impossible for Sarsfield to
mount an offensive in County Tipperary

which was difficult country. However, as
the Irishman insisted that his information
was correct, and this would be seen to be
the-case, the king ordered someone from
our regiment to be sent out to gather
intelligence. A quartermaster was sent
who, having seen the enemy, confirmed
the truth.

When a detachment was drawn up
and ready at nine o’clock in the evening,
the king issued orders. It was now the
turn of M. L' Anié,”” major-general, to
march. MM. de La Bastide and Moliens
were ordered from our regiment and
were ready immediately, but the rest took
some time with the result that it was two
o’clock in the morning before the
detachment set out. This gave Sarsfield
time to surprise our men who were
supposed to be protecting the cannon
and who were sleeping peacefully in
their tents. He had all their throats cut,
including those of the women, and had
time to burn all the guncarriages, split
two of the guns and destroy the
pontoons, together with all the spades
and pickaxes destined for the siege. He
destroyed all the powder and made off
with the money and artillery horses
towards Cork.?® M. L’Anié, who had
been unable to prevent this devastation,
thought he could attack him as he
retreated, but he failed to intercept him
and returned to the camp without
achieving anything. A few naked
troopers and some wagoners arrived to
break the bad news. It was a detachment
of Villiers'® regiment that had supplied
the unfortunate escort.

There was consternation amongst the
king and his court. Everyone blamed
Portland for the upset. As he was the
king’s favourite, he had many detractors
who now had a splendid opportunity to
undermine him by stressing the king’s
prior knowledge of Sarsfield’s march.
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This contretemps delayed the siege and
boosted morale amongst the Irish:
Boisseleau fired off a feu de joie and
subjected us to a heavy bombardment.
There was disquiet in the army. The
suttlers and peasantry stayed away from
the camp for fear of encountering the
enemy. As a result bread and beer
became scarce: bread which had formerly
cost six or eight sols was now twenty-
eight or thirty, and beer was eight or nine
sols a quart. Money was scarce and these
prices created problems for all.

Our distress at being unable to take
any initiative made these problems more
acute. It would take time for cannon we
had requested from Waterford to arrive
and we still awaited those from Dublin.
Finally both arrived and we erected two
batteries with which we vigorously
attacked the town. The enemy had a
redoubt outside their fortifications which
interfered with our trenches. The king
decided to eliminate it by a daylight
attack. Le sieur de Boncour, with a
detachment of the whole army, was
ordered to oppose the enemy cavalry

should they attempt a sortie during the
attack. It was my duty to accompany the
detachment from our regiment, but La
Cailletiére, a lieutenant of D’Areénes,
went as captain, through the influence of
Moliens with Count Schomberg, and had
command of thirty men.

At the appointed time the king and
his entire entourage retired to the ruins
of St. Patrick’s chapel where the action
could be observed without danger. The
count told Moliens in passing to order
twenty officers of our regiment to join le
sieur de Boncour. Moliens, who saw me
there, asked me to go and inform le sieur
de La Bastide. La Roche, an incorporé
captain more senior than I, having heard
the count, took the initiative and on
arrival at the camp, I discovered that he
had informed Cussy. La Bastide was not
there and Cussy did not want to take
command: he would not do so while La
Bastide was in the camp. In the end le
sieur de La Bastide took command of
three captains and the rest of the
subalterns, and I was ordered to remain
in charge of the rest of the troop [of
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incorporés], the whole regiment having
been ordered to prepare to mount their
horses: so I remained.

The signal was given when the king
had arrived and the redoubt to which
reference has been made was attacked
with great vigour. A sortie by the enemy
cavalry was driven back by le sicur de
Boncour to the foot of their ,V}?:éll.
However, the lengthy exposure to fire
from the ramparts resulted in the death
or wounding of several officers and
troopers, together with their horses. Le
sieur de Boncour was slightly injured. La
Roche, Hautcharmois and La Roquiere,
incorporé captains in our regiment, were
killed in action. At least this was the fate
of the first two; the last mentioned was
brought back to the camp where he died
the following day. Couterne, Cussy’s
cornet, was wounded and his horse
killed beneath him. He could not be
removed from his horse without help
and having been abandoned, he
remained in this sad state for three days
and nights. When a truce was made to
bury the dead, he was taken from
beneath his horse and brought back to
the camp where he died that night. He
was a good soldier and a man of refine-
ment. Of the whole troop, only one man
named Bernard escaped being wounded
along with his horse. The rest were either
killed, or they or their horses were
wounded. Saint-Jehan, D’Aussy’s cadet,
whose camp was near us, received three
slight wounds and his horse was
wounded in the thigh.

We did, however, gain the redoubt,
and this vigorous action, in which the
French had the largest share, pleased the
king who was in a position to view the
whole affair. Our whole regiment
mounted up in order to support this
depleted detachment. A bullet covered le
sieur de Boncour in dust while he was
having a wound dressed, but did him no
harm. Le sieur Nimus, a Dutch colonel,
who had come to relieve him was
immediately wounded and had to return.
We remained until evening. The enemy
did not show any desire to recapture the
redoubt and we returned to camp. In the
evening bombs were fired into the town
which increased the disorder. At day-
break we recommenced the cannonade
and the firing of bombs. The works were
discontinued for two or three days;
during this time heavy rain fell.

It was now my turn to command the
guard. The practice was that in daytime
it was posted on the other side of the
Shannon, and recrossed the river in the
evening, but I hesitated as to whether I
should cross or not. From the moment
that I was on horseback in front of the
camp of the king’s bodyguard, where I
was to meet my party, the rain fell so
heavily that I knew I would have
difficulty crossing and that the return
journey would certainly be hazardous. I
marched when my troop was ready and
as I approached the river bank, I
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detached some cavalry to'sound out the
ford and reconnoitre the daytime post.
At this time Maupas, an incorporé captain
in our regiment, was returning from the
front line. My cavalry, who saw his
troops coming, recrossed the river and he
and his detachment did likewise. I asked
him what had caused his speedy return.
He told me that his guide feared the river
would swell and that it was not
navigable. He added that he would not
advise me to cross it as it might not be
possible to return. As I was in a dilemma,
I sent my quartermaster to Count
Schomberg to request his orders. He
commanded me not to cross the river
and I obeyed. The continuous heavy rain
caused extreme difficulty. The ground
was heavy, the horses could not hold
their footing and the cavalry preferred to
be mounted rather than on foot. It rained
all day and in the evening, I changed
ground and ordered a section of my
cavalry to advance on foot. The river had
not swollen very much and I ordered
some of my cavalry to cross it to see
whether anything was in sight before
taking up position for the night.

- The rain ceased and this gave Colonel
Hamilton,® who was encamped there
with his regiment, an opportunity to
come to see me. He asked me to patrol a
route leading to a ford by which the
enemy could cross to provoke us. He
said that he had been unable to persuade
the officers who had preceded me to
carry out the patrol, and he complained
about the poor quality of security in this
sector. I told him to have a good night’s
sleep and I kept the cavalry on the alert
throughout the night.

The bombs burnt a hay barn and
caused a large fire. I thought there would
be much disorder in the town, but a
grenadier, who had gone out in the
morning and who came back to my post,
told me that it was only the barn which
had been set on fire. I sent him to the
count [Schomberg]. Soon afterwards a
lieutenant and his valet, both mounted,
who had deserted from the enemy a day
or two previously, came to me. [ also sent
him to the count, after which I came back
to the camp to dry myself and remove
the mud.

Two days later the king held a council
of war and it was decided to launch a
daylight attack on the counterscarp.
Several officers disapproved of this
decision. However, an assault party was
formed from all the grenadiers in the
army, who were divided into companies
at the head of which were placed officers
of the three French [infantry] regiments.
The entire force was commanded by the
sieur de La Barbe, a brave and efficient
officer. The cavalry stood ready to mount
and when the time came, the king came
back to his post, having run the risk of
being intercepted By the enemy because
he had advanced too near the town.

When the signal was given the assault
party ran forward to take the ditch. The
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enemy abandoned it, throwing away
their weapons. The rampart was
approached by means of a breach. A
detachment of English grenadiers
entered the town and chased the enemy
from their first entrenchment, but as they
were not supported, the king’s wish
being only to secure the counterscarp,
they were cut to pieces. Le Bourgay, who
led them, followed the enemy as they
returned towards their rampart, thinking
that he would be able to withdraw. He
was questioned by officers of the
garrison who would not accept that he
was on their side, although he had the
presence of mind to remove the green
sprig from his hat and hide his high
collar. He placed his sword in the hands
of a major from the place who spoke
French. The enemy charged our troops as
they withdrew and killed or wounded
more than 1500 men. Martel, a grandson
of the baron de Saint-Just, was killed on
the breach shouting ‘ville gagnée’.
Bruneval was wounded in the arm by a
musket, and La Motte Fremontier in the
leg. I mention these four as they were
relatives and friends. This undertaking
resulted in the loss of many men. The

Dutch Guards lost many officers, but the
heaviest casualties were incurred by the
French regiments of La Caillemotte,*
now commanded by Becastel® who was
wounded, and Cambon.

This unsuccessful venture boosted the
morale of the enemy and disheartened
our troops. Early in the morning I went
out to see my friends in the infantry. L
found Bruneval and La Motte wounded
and learned of the death of Martel and
several others. I looked for Le Bourgay in
his tent but could obtain no information
as to his whereabouts. As his regiment
was on duty in the trenches, I thought he
had remained there, but sometime later
when I returned to my tent, Ferment
came to inform me that he was a prisoner
in the town. As I was concerned about
this relative who, apart from his personal
merits, was the son of a mother whom I
always loved and respected, 1 thought
that I should try to secure his freedom.
With this in mind I went to the king
whom I found at table.

Both he and the whole court were
downcast because of the failure of the
previous day and I never saw him so
dejected. When they rose from the table, I
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spoke to Lord Portland and asked him to
help me obtain the release of a relative
who was imprisoned in the town. He
enquired as to his name and when I told
him, he assured me that he was alive,
and that the governor had noted his
detention and promised to take care of
the matter. I was delighted and asked
him to discuss it with the king or that I
would do so myself. He assured me that
he would do so as soon as he had an
opportunity.

Having obtained this promise, I went
back to my tent with the intention of
returning next day to pursue the matter,
as courtiers easily forget their promises.
However, I was extremely surprised on
arriving at the king’s quarters to learn
that both he and Lord Portland had left.
Then, as I knew that Count Solms® had
remained to command the army, I went
to his tent and made the same request to
him. He spoke to me sincerely, but asked
me to give him time as the enemy’s
prisoners were far away and the matter
could not be dealt with immediately. In
this regard M. Ginkel,* a cavalry general
who had just returned from executing a
mission to capture a castle on the
Shannon and was now with Count
Solms, told me very kindly that he
would find a way to obtain my relative’s
release and that he would write to M.
Boisseleau in such persuasive terms that
he would be unable to refuse. He assured
me that he was very pleased to be in a

position to help me. I then took leave of
these generals and returned to my tent.

Hardly anybody in our regiment

knew about the king’s departure. The
news surprised all and [ must admit that
I was astonished at the haste with which
the court had left. We did not doubt that
we would be breaking camp the next day
and, in fact, in the evening the order
came to take down the tents and move
the baggage. At nightfall the artillery
train and the wounded men moved off.
At daybreak the fodder was burned and
the siege raised. Throughout the night
our horses were bridled and saddled.
The whole army marched away in
orderly fashion and the enemy, relieved
to discover that the siege was over, did
not trouble us on our retreat.

Thus.after a siege of twenty-two days
the town was abandoned to the great
disappointment of the entire army and to
the delight of Boisseleau, who by his
vigorous defence had brought great
honour to himself. There was much
speculation about this affair which
brought no glory to the king as he had
incurred many losses: very few people
have fathomed this secret and I would
prefer to remain silent on the matter.
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