GREAT meucx SPORTSMEN

No. 161—E M DOODY of M onegae

(By Seamus O’Ceallaigh) .

Monegae boasts a . connection
with the. G.A.A. datmg back . to
its very early days, and down
through the -years that have
passed since the parish produceéd
many notable Gaelic flgures, in-
cluding the captain, of the. Lime-
irick  All-Ireland . team of 1918,
Wiliie Hough, who still gives out-
standing service to the Association
‘as long term Chgncellor of “the
‘Munster Exchequet

It is with feelings of deep per-
sonal sorrow I Trecord the un-
timely passing, at the eatly age
of forty-eight, o6f another great
Monegae personahty ahd Gael in
Rev. Bro. E, M. Doody, of the
Order of the Irish Christian Bro-
thers.

Reared in the prand Gaelic tra-
dition Built more than - sevénty

years ago, when William Hough
(Willies father) and Dean  Mec-
Enery organised the old famed
William O'Brien Hurling and Foot-
ball Club on Monegae, the young
Edward . M. nDoody wes ‘early in-
terested in " things Gaelic, agd
when, at the e of fifteen, '}
entered the Christian . Brothers he
brought the Gaelic - spirit of his
- native parish with Hhim. R

. WONDERFUL- WORK.

" Anyone who has even a shght
acquaintance with  the wonderful
wotk performed by the Christian
Brothers for our native games will
realise. that thé Monegae lad plan-
ted his Gaelic ideals in fertile and
kindly soil when he entered the
Christiaii Brothers—a soil and en-
vironment that brought forth the
greatest in o truly great man..

‘Deeply interested in all aspects
of the Irish revival, ' Hurling wés
his first love, and for itz propa-
gation he worked unces,singly

It ‘would: be iimpossible - within
the confines.of an article of fhis
-nature to attempt a f%ll portrayal
of thirty-threeé’-years devoled séri-
vice to a cau;e
the l:iard it ot}; was tné?stly an-
swered w. sappointment,
it Jooked for 'a _ long period @s
success was not ‘to smnle on hzs
efforts. .

For miny yedfs"

‘A NOTABLE EVENT. .

. Peérseverénce, however, won oijt
in the end. His trafisfer to Thurlés
Some  seven years 8g0 Was 8 not-
gable event.”
to work to build a champion
hurling side, and the fruits of
his lsbour tan be quickly rec-
koned from the fact that in ‘the
period Tipperary “has figured in
every Minor All Ireland Final ex-
cept one—.

When
won- the 1-Ireland . crown last
Sepfember for the nmth time, they
had eleven lads from Thurles
C.B.S. on the team. And it had
been something similar in the
other years. !

Early this year I made an effgrt
to collect the full story of e
Dr. Harty Cup. competition. Brg-
ther Doody lé6ked u the sc¢hool
tecords * for me, q produced
something that’ could hardly bé
matched by any other schgol m
the country :

WON OVER &0 mnm\t.s

ht pas
C. B.g t have ple.yP
elghteen of . them

pils- of Thurles
on Irish teamy;
ﬁgured from

time to time “in. Rail Ciip |
finals; the number of . Ei ¥reland

medals they won exceeds the three
score mark. Ten of the Tipperary
lads who ﬁgured th thé last great
run of Premier Eﬁunty Seniot
Hurling Success le the art
of tlré in’ 'runﬂes
Pat Stakelim, John Doyle, Mickey

Bytné, Sean &nd- Paddy fephy,

sea g g a ‘?ﬂnn “and Toh?my

Ryan N
The present “Pippetary - side s
every bit-As strohg—Jf { stronger

-—in Thirles CBS. representat ion,

and indicdtions nre ‘that this posi-

tion will eontinue. for inany a day.
Brother Dobdys enthusiasm . for

the .school Bames, and his great

Emrk in fostermg them, Was um-
rzlly | de

v)led%éd
-tower. of stteg Muu&ter Ool-

lege suneils, gnd it can be said
that Thurles. CBS, under his
Esmiance made & wondefful con-
ibution towdrds intréasing the
attrag I&iveness and a.ppeal of the
Dr. Harty Cup .tiés. R

He immediately set-

th%‘Premler Couhty lads

BS-

"/.:The ‘Maker calied you 3

. DEEP INTEREST
. Biother Doody’s  interest was,
hawever, a lot deeper than Thurles
CBS or Txpperary Minors. They
‘hit” the high* spots;' mainly * the
resulf of the training and fine
judghent of the enthusiast from
Monegae. But away from -the
‘timelight and plaudits of the
crqwq e worked continuously for
the succtess of the rural schools
games and was, Vice-Chairman  of
thé Mid-’ripperary Rural ;Schools’
Board—a position to which he wak
unanimously re-elected a week be-
fore. - his death, at the Annugl
Cdnvention, which paid tribute to
his long und unseliish service in
the chilse bf notive games.

He helped to establish the Rural
Schiools’ inbvgmﬁnt butk tr;at vtvgs
on| part .0 is  wor or e

1 e remain?ed the back-bone
of the Rural Schools’ Committee;
Thurles C‘g of which he was -
Supetidtr, as regbrded as head-
qu#rters, because the various
schools of the division were always
welcome _thiere for thelr meetings;
wthiltsg. it,he scho?l Iﬁeld was aalso
a Bit posal for any games
théy wxshieas to play - there.’ .

FORCE OF HIS DRIVE AND
PERSONALITY. ’ A

Every sphere of G.AA. actlvxty
in Tipperary experienced the. force
of Brothet Doody’s' drive and per-
sondljty, GChairman of the County
Minor Hurlmg Selection Commit- -
‘tee,” and a ‘member . of “the ‘Junior”
Comxmttee also, jt was generally

agtéed that thére weére fow . men
with . his judgment in the plckmg‘
-and placing of teams.

And now, it is hard to realise.
‘that Brother Ddody will walk np
more amongst: us. Cut away
the flgyer. of Hfé, his passing has
left & void .that will not easily be
filléd. Huiling has lost a real pat-
ron, the Irish Christian Brothers
has lost one of .its Joost’ notable
gy es, whilst the eglon ‘who weré
profdd to ¢l him _friend  will
mourn for thany “a day the los 2
of ohé of the mest pure soule
Gaels it has been my good fortune
10 éencounter. .

wh

away,
And now you rest with £ es1eepers

It was gt ristmas, time
the J%ybgil!‘s chxme, :

‘best,
In. the cradle of -the ‘Gael.

Loved .friends . at “home and over
the foam y
Are gnevmg, but grief- is vain,
For you'’re laid away in the sacred

clay .
To await the Resurrection Day.

Abbve your holy resting place
? the angels their v1gﬂ keep
Ist apon thy grave,’ with Te-
verent hand, ’ ’

I‘'t lay this wreath of mine..




